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EDITOR’S NOTE 



THENEWC-CLASSHAS 
TURNED OUT 
FANTASTICALLY, 
BRINGING ALL THE 
VIRTUES OF THE 
SENSATIONAL S-CLASS 
TO CUSTOMERS WHO 
ARE LOOKING FORA 
MORE AFFORDABLE 
STICKER PRICE, AND IT 
DOES THIS WITHOUT 
REALLY LOSING THE 
CHARACTER IT WAS 
MUCH SOUGHT AFTER 
FOR PREVIOUSLY 


SWEET ENDINGS. . . 

2014 is undoubtedly the year Mercedes-Benz has tried to reinvent itself. It’s clear that 
Mercedes-Benz has had some of its biggest launches in India this year. From the S -Class 
to the new GL A, the three-pointed star is leaving no stone unturned to beam down into 
more homes on the subcontinent than ever before. In a rush to make one more big splash 
before the year ends, it brought ahead the launch of the new C-Class, its bestselling car in 
India and globally. The new C-Class has turned out fantastically, bringing all the virtues 
of the sensational S -Class to customers who are looking for a more affordable sticker 
price. And it does this without really losing the character it was much sought after for 
previously. Our full test on page 62 tells you all you need to know about the C-Class before 
you decide to go all Santa Claus on yourself! 

Maruti Suzuki had another landmark moment a few weeks ago when it introduced 
the Alto. A car that has sold over 2.5 million units in India alone now has another major 
innings ahead of it. But while for over a decade it enjoyed a monopoly in the entry 
segments, in the last couple of years, it had to compete against the Eon from Hyundai. 

Is the complete overhaul of India’s highest selling car enough to get the competition 
worried? 

I’m also quite impressed with the DSK group who have come a long way from their 
real estate and automotive retail business they own in Pune. Starting off by successfully 
assembling and selling Hyosung motorcycles in India, they have now brought in Italian 
superbike manufacturer - Benelli - with a promise of affordable prices. Shumi went off 
to ride the 6ooi and the TNT. The motorcycles obviously got him grinning. It’s just one 
of several motorcycling stories you can bury yourself in this month. . . 

So from all of us here at OVERDRIVE, we wish you a Merry Christmas! 


BERTRAND D'SOUZ A 

bertrand@overdrive.co.in 

twitter.com/bertrandOD 
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RENAULT ZOE 

Bert drove a car that didn’t consume 
any fossil fuel but was otherwise 
entirely normal. And was surprised 
to find that he really liked it Page 58 



SPLENDOR PRO CLASSIC 

Rishaad folded himself in half to ride 
the wee-est, cheapest cafe racer in 
the world. And was surprised to find 
that he really liked it! Page 140 



HONDA CB500X 

Shumi travelled halfway across the 
world and rode this beautiful 
motorcycle. And was surprised to find 
that he really, really liked it Page 116 



MERCEDEZ-BENZ E 350 

Halley drove the fastest regular 
E-Class and wouldn’t let anyone else 
get close. It’s fast! No surprise, Halley 
really liked it! Page 70 
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STAR 

I.ETTER 

wins this 

Philips GoGear Mix 
mp3 player. This plug and 
play device can hold more 
than a 1,000 tunes. . . 
perfect fix for your music on 
the next road trip. 



Where's the fun? 

The sub ?io lakh segment is very lucrative for 
carmakers but I’m disappointed with what most 
carmakers, in particular Maruti, are doing. As OVER- 
DRIVE reader Ramesh Patel pointed out last month, 
the petrol Ciaz wasn’t exciting at all. And that’s just 
the beginning. In the past few years, Maruti and most 
other manufacturers have been trying way too hard 
to boost the efficiency of their petrol models, thus compromising performance. We all love effi- 
cient cars but as petrolheads that’s not what we look for most. Maruti should know better. Sadly, 
not even the Swift excites me anymore. In pursuit of efficiency, the new updated petrol engine 
has lost 2.7PS, which isn’t a lot, but it does raise the question. Why? On paper a petrol engine is 
never going to be as efficient as the equivalent diesel one. Of course, in the real world if you don’t 
drive around much, a petrol will save you money but as enthusiasts, those few drops of petrol 
saved don’t mean much. Thanks to the Indian mind set and the government, diesels will never 
be eclipsed by petrols in terms of sales figures. So why, Maruti, do you strive for those efficiency 
figures, why not make your petrol engines more fun to drive? Please, bring back the fun. Happily 
however, while we wait for Maruti and the other manufacturers to bring back the fun, we can 
still rely on the Polo GT TSI and the Etios Liva TRD Sportivo for some excitement. 

PAULG 



October issue 

By the time you read this mail I will be on 
the last page of your fantastically written 
and skillfully explained review of KTM RC 
390. The way it is presented is jaw drop- 
ping. Wow! What a crackling issue. The 
hard work of OD again resulted in a flaw- 
less issue. When I started reading, I knew 
that this issue was going to be the perfect 
festive season treat for an auto enthusiast 
like me. I have always been car crazy and 
OVERDRIVE fuels my addiction. What 
also blew me away was your comparo 
between the Gixxer and other 150s. It really 
helped me as I was considering buying 
the Suzuki Gixxer but was confused by 
the Xtreme, Pulsar and FZ. You have a gift 
for discussing your stories in truthful yet 



amusing ways. Moreover I want to state 
that the stunning posters you provide in 
every issue are all pasted in my room and 
rejuvenate me whenever I enter. Kudos to 
you for a job well done! 

SHANU SRIVASTAVA, JAIPUR 

Yet another Shumi fan 

Your column on page 54 of the November 
OVERDRIVE issue is truly amazing. It is 
true about these NDOS. People in these 
online forums judge any new bike in the 
market solely on looks. When I got my 
first bike as a gift from my parents (a TVS 
Apache RTR 160, beast inspired version) 
my friends’ unanimous comment was 
that the bike is not good as the headlight 
looks similar to that of the Bajaj Discover. 
So what if the bike looks like another 
bike or if the engines aren’t smooth? The 
amount of initial pick up the bike provides 
when compared to its other competitors 
is massive and it’s the feel of the bike that 
matters. I follow all your posts and hats 
off to your thoughts on bikes. I too have a 
dream of becoming an automobile jour- 
nalist after completing my engineering. 
Will definitely make that dream come true. 
Once again, an awesome article. 

ROHIT, BANGALORE 


Petrolhead 

This message goes out from one petrol- 
head to the others sitting in the OVER- 
DRIVE office. I have been an automobile 
fan since the day I could spell the word. 
This is reflected by the fact that I’m pursu- 
ing mechanical engineering and would 
be applying for a masters in automobile 
engineering next year. My interest in your 
magazine is reflected by this picture. I try 
to spread my love of OD among others. I 
was completely awe-struck the first time I 
read OVERDRIVE. I may not be your old- 
est fan but I’m a true fan. Every first week 
of the month I start hovering around my 
mailbox and eagerly await what surprises 
will be there in the upcoming issue. And it 
never ceases to amaze me. I even selected 
my car after reading your review. Just one 



20 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 




mailbox 

Your emails, tweets, comments and letters 



1 1 

1 

ONLINE 

facebook. 

1 facebook.com/odmag | 

YOUlFliTil youtube.com/odmag twitter.com/odmag 


social @OD f 


Comments from OVERDRIVE’S Twitter 
and Facebookfeed 

ON THE SAFARI VS TERRANO VS 
SCORPIO COMPARO 



BEERA PRABHAKAR: Go for a crash test for 
Scorpio and Terrano. The Nissan is 
outstanding while the Scorpio is dangerous. 
Check all the accident history. 

YADUNANDAN KATTI: Fantastic looks, 
superior ride and handling, great dynamics, 
dominating road presence and unmatched 
performance. The Scorpio was sure to 
come up as a clear winner. Kudos team 
Mahindra. 

ON THE NEW FORD ENDEAVOUR DESIGN 
DEEPAK KU PARIDA: The first gen Endeavour 
had macho looks then it got softer and 
softer with every facelift but this one looks 
all brawl and business! Will surely give the 
Fortuner a good run for its money. 
SUMITRAO: It looks more like a monster 
EcoSport! 



ANOLD BENNY: A Ford EcoSport had a one 
night stand with a Toyota Fortuner. 

SACHIN SHENOY: The worst design ever! 
#EnoughSaid. Why do you guys at Ford 
want to make it look like an EcoSport? 


AKASH YADAV (ON THE NEW MARUTI 
SWIFT): The European Swift is better built 
than the Indian Swift? What are we, a third 
world country? 

SHARIL RASHEED (ON THE NEW INNOVA): And 

that’s how you ruin an awesome car! 

FACELESS WARRIOR: Feels like Hero 
MotoCorp is mocking Royal Enfield by 
introducing the Splendor Pro Classic. 


request, is there anyway you can write two 
issues every month! 

AASTIKCHAWLA 

Season's greetings 

I’m really fascinated with cars and bikes 
and I’m a big fan of OD. For the past eight 
years I’ve been reading your reviews on 
cars and bikes and this is my first mail to 
you. I learnt many things about automo- 
biles from you guys. It’s awesome and I 
really thank you for this. My friend Bhu- 
vanesh and I always discuss bikes and he is 
a also a big petrolhead and he too feels that 
your magazine helps him a lot. My best 
wishes to you guys for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New year. 

KASI NATHAN 

Design crazy 

The only auto media I love is OVERDRIVE! 
I never miss a single magazine of yours. 

I also watch the web for instant updates 
and many videos. I am crazy about cars 
and my passion is also to become a car 
designer in any big car company, maybe 
even Pininfarina, Italy. 



I come up with many car designs, almost 
everyday and I have a book full of designs. 

I do not copy the designs of other cars and 
I usually do my own drawings using my 
imagination, but if I like a car like the Lam- 
borghini Veneno, I get inspired to draw it. 

I also wanted to ask whether the awaited 
Bajaj Pulsar CS400 is going to be launched 
soon or not. If you guys think my designs 
are any good, please do post them in your 
upcoming magazine. Thank you 
SIDHARTH.B.G 

We aren’t expecting the CS400 to 
arrive before the end of next year or 
early 2016. 

Blind faith 

I am a fashion designer by profession and 
discussing automobiles is the last thing on 


my priority list. Things turned to my dis- 
advantage when I started to have difficulty 
in choosing my new car as the technical 
specifications spelled out by the salesmen 
sounded greek to me. Timely help came in 
when my friend recommended OVER- 
DRIVE to me. I have been observing your 
issues for a few months and convinced by 
the extent of your research, I have finally 
decided to choose a car to buy by reading 
your comparo section. And you would 
be surprised that I have made my choice 
based on just the star ratings given by you. 

I pity the people who are too knowl- 
edgeable to dig deeper into details. I was 
fortunate to have the liberty to treat the 
OVERDRIVE ratings as sacrosanct. Thanks 
a lot. I am obliged! 

PRATEEKABENZEL 


Fellow traveller 

It was on August 15, 2013 when I had the 
opportunity to meet you guys at Pangong 
lake in Ladakh, when you arrived late at 
night with a fleet of Audis. When we met 
for breakfast on 16th morning, I men- 
tioned to you my proposed plan of driving 
from Goa to Lisbon. For your informa- 
tion, I did start from Goa on April 15, 

2014 and travelled through Nepal, China, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
France, Spain and Portugal and finally 
arrived at Lisbon on September 30, 2014. 
This journey was truly a once in a life time 
experience for me that gave me an oppor- 
tunity to experience life through unknown 
territories. 

JAYWANTCHOWGULE 

Nice to hear from you Jaywant, we 
remember you and your kitted out 
Fortuner. That is quite an impressive 
tally of countries your travels have 
taken you through. 
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New Fords for India in 2015 


Ford has three big products for the Indian market next year including a brand new Endeavour and two compact cars 


T he Ford Endeavour was quite 
the hot topic when it went 
on sale in India. Its butch 
looks and large dimen- 
sions were very popular 
despite the fact that early models weren’t 
very powerful. But as the years passed the 
Endeavour stagnated and started to feel 
archaic against its more modern competi- 
tion. Ford finally has a replacement and at 
first glance, it has all the features that made 
the original so popular. 

The new Endeavour (Everest in some 
markets) is inspired by the new Ranger 
pickup, from which it borrows its platform. 
It looks butch and even more intimidating 
than before and in that sense it stays true to 
its concept form which was first showcased 
in Australia. Inside the cabin, while things 


still look simple and functional, there 
are added features in the form of Sync 2 
enabled touchscreen music system which 
can be activated via voice input. The 
touchscreen system also houses Bluetooth, 
multimedia and climate controls. A new 
Active Noise Cancellation system is also 
being offered in the Endeavour. Ford says 
that this feature reduces the external noise 
inside the cabin. Additionally the new Ford 
Endeavour also gets a sunroof and as many 
as 30 storage spaces. 

Ford has paid special attention to the 
Endeavour’s off-road capabilities. The SUV 
comes with Terrain Management System 
which gets four settings - Gravel, Snow, Sand 
and Normal. Ground clearance is 225mm 
and the new Endeavour has a lockable, 
torque on demand, 4x4 system with an 


active transfer case. On the safety front, 
there is adaptive cruise control, blind spot 
warning and a cross -traffic alert system. The 
Endeavour comes with seven airbags. 

There are three engine options being 
offered with the new Endeavour. These 
include the 2.0-litre EcoBoost engine 
and two diesels - 2.2-litre and 3.2-litre. 
Depending on the markets in which the 
Endeavour will be sold, customers can 
specify their SUV with a 6-speed manual 
or automatic transmission and with all- 
wheel or rear- wheel drive configurations. 
We may get the 2.2-litre motor in both 
manual and automatic guises. Ford is 
expected to launch the new Endeavour 
here sometime in 2015. It will come in via 
the CKD route from Thailand. 

Also coming in 2015 will be the new 
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Ford Figo twins, both hatchback and sedan. 
Both cars were recently shown off for the 
Brazilian market as the Ka and Ka+. They 
will replace the ageing Figo hatch and Fiesta 
Classic sedan. The sedan features a similar 
design to the Figo sedan concept shown at 
the 2014 Auto Expo and will be one of the 
better looking sub 4m sedans when it goes 
on sale. The interiors feature a cellphone 
pad design seen on the EcoSport and Fiesta. 
No word on engines just yet but we expect 
the 1.5-litre diesel from the EcoSport, 
perhaps in a lower state of tune. Ford could 
also bring the 80PS three cylinder 1.0-litre 
petrol engine that powers the Ka in Brazil. 

Ford’s business in India is largely 
propelled by the EcoSport and Figo. The 
addition of these models could be a very 
beneficial shot in the arm. 


The new Figo will arrive as both a sub 4ni sedan and 
a hatchback. The butch new Endeavour gets simple 
but classy and hugely improved interiors 
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Festival season lacks sparkle for most manufacturers 


FOR A COUPLE OF MONTHS 
automotive sales numbers had been 
showing a slight increase and most hoped 
the festive month of October would 
bring in better numbers. Unfortunately 
sales have been sluggish and most 
manufacturers have suffered a decline 
with Maruti, Hyundai and Honda being 
the only three to show positive growth. 

Maruti grew by just i per cent, 
compared to the same period last year. 
The 1 lakh mark continues to be elusive 
for Maruti and even the Ciaz which the 
company said garnered some 10,000 plus 


bookings and outsold the popular Honda 
City couldn’t quite provide the boost to 
cross that number. However the new Alto 
Kio should bring some more cheer. 

The only big gainers this month 
were Hyundai and Honda. Hyundai 
especially with its Elite iio which has got 
the company over 41,000 bookings with 
20,000 cars already having been delivered 
to owners. Honda on the other hand has 
been capitalising on the success of the 
Mobilio and even the City, both of which 
continue to provide the company with 
good numbers. 


Mahindra and Tata Motors both of 
which have successful new products in 
the new Scorpio and the Zest respectively, 
failed to show overall gains. 

GM continued to show a significant 
loss of business and the lack of a new 
product or clear strategy for growth in 
the future continues to hamper their 
business prospects. Sales of Ford too 
dipped by some 27 per cent compared 
to the same period last year. They too 
are floating solely on the Ecosport 
with the Figo adding some figures to 
the tally. 


Bosch pushing e-Clutch as an alternative to AMT 


THE AUTOMATED MANUAL TRANSMISSION IS 
a familiar concept thanks to its introduction by Maruti 
Suzuki. It eliminates the need for a clutch, providing 
an affordable automatic driving experience. Bosch has 
developed a system called the e-Clutch that functions 
in a manner similar to the AMT but does not eliminate 
the clutch pedal from the car. This allows users to shift 
manually but at the same time allows an automated 
response from the transmission when required, say 
while driving in urban traffic conditions. 

The success of the AMT has encouraged Bosch 
to engage in talks with several Indian automotive 
manufacturers to adopt the system since its benefits 
outweigh those offered by the AMT. We spoke to 
Steffen Berns, MD, Bosch limited and president, 
Bosch Group India, who mentioned that several 
manufacturers were interested and that they were 
conducting their due diligence on the system Bosch 
works closely with all three big Indian manufactur- 
ers, Maruti Suzuki, Mahindra and Tata Motors in ad- 
dition to players in the commercial vehicle segment. 

The first and biggest benefit of the system is the 



higher fuel efficiency derived as compared to the AMT. 
The e-Clutch has a start stop coasting function that 
reduces fuel consumption by nearly 10 per cent. The 
Bosch system detects the driver reducing pressure on 
the accelerator pedal and decouples the engine from 
the transmission to reduce fuel intake. 

The e-Clutch system also offers other benefits 
such as smoother and quicker gear shifts. Where 
Bosch could score big with the e-Clutch system is 
with larger hatchbacks and the mid-range C-segment 
sedans whose customers would appreciate the 
better refinement, smoothness and efficiency. Given 
that demand for automated transmissions has 
skyrocketed, the Bosch e-Clutch 
definitely has the potential 
to bring that sort of interest 
levels for clutchless driving in 
higher segments given its fuel saving credo. 

How affordable it will be remains to be seen 
but Bosch claims the system is significantly 
cheaper than any conventional automatic 
transmission available today. 


Renault has revised the pricing of its diesel vehicles to bring them closer, or at par in the case of the Pulse with their petrol siblings 
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Honda recalls CR-V, Brio 
and Amaze over airbags 

Honda joins the long list of manu- 
facturers in India who have been 
recalling their cars due to faulty 
airbag mechanisms. Honda India 
or HCIL is recalling 2,338 cars, 
which include 1,235 units of the 
Amaze, 1,040 of the Brios and 
63 of the CR-V. These vehicles 
were manufactured between 
September 2011 and July 2014. 
The replacements will be carried 
out free of charge. 





Audi A4 and Q7 recalled 

Audi India is recalling 382 units 
of the Q7 SUV for a vacuum line 
replacement in the brakes. This is 
a part of a global recall. The Q7s in 
question were manufactured from 
March-December 2012. Audi has 
also issued a recall for 6758 units 
of the A4 sedan manufactured 
between Nov 2011 - Oct 2014 for 
an airbag module software update. 
Without this update the airbags 
may not activate in a collision. 



119 Camrys recalled 

Toyota is voluntarily recalling 119 
Camry sedans in India over a pos- 
sible defect in the front suspen- 
sion. The cars were manufactured 
between March and July 2011. 
This is part of a global recall which 
has affected around 1.7 lakh units 
worldwide. No complaints have 
been received in India so far. 
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Swift, Go score zero in crash tests 


THE HUGELY POPULAR MARUTI SUZUKI 
Swift and Nissan’s Datsun Go scored a shock- 
ing o out 5 in recent crash tests conducted by 
the Global NCAR Both cars tested were base 
variants which are often the biggest sellers. 

Global NCAP requires all the cars tested 
to have ABS and airbags as standard. By the 
absence of these alone, the Go and Swift 
failed the tests. Maruti offers airbags and ABS 
only on the top variants of the Swift while 
Datsun doesn’t offer those even as an option. 
After the crash tests were conducted, Global 
NCAP concluded that the Swift’s structural 
integrity was unstable. In contrast, the Euro- 
pean Swift got a five-star certification from 
Euro NCAP. The crash dummy driver in the 
Indian Swift underwent near fatal injuries 
and so did the dummy passenger. These tests 
were conducted at speeds of dqkmph. 

The Swift’s body shell though didn’t 
disintegrate as badly as the Go’s. According 
to the testing agency, the damage to the Go’s 
body was so severe that both the passenger 
and driver dummies had fatal injuries to the 
head, legs and torso. The NCAP has also 
declared that fitting an airbag in the Go will 
not improve its crashworthiness because the 
structure itself is too weak. The Datsun Go 
though fared a tad better than the Swift in 
the child protection test having scored two 


stars while the Swift got one. The Swift’s 
dismal score was down to the poor perfor- 
mance of the child restraint system. Earlier 
this year, popular Indian car models includ- 
ing the Tata Nano, Ford Figo, VW Polo and 
Maruti Alto also failed crash tests. Following 
the results of these tests, manufacturers like 
Volkswagen and more recently, Toyota have 
made dual airbags standard in the Polo and 
Liva respectively. The Polo with standard 
airbags scored a four out of five rating in 
subsequent tests. 

Shortly following the test, the chairman of 
the Global NCAP, Max Mosley issued a letter 
to Nissan CEO Carlos Ghosn expressing dis- 
appointment that Nissan gave the go-ahead 
to the production of such an unsafe car. He 
further urged Nissan to withhold sales pend- 
ing a redesign of the body shell. 

Nissan India said that it is “willing to 
adopt as well as help evolve standards in 
vehicular safety.” Maruti hasn’t issued a 
formal statement on the debacle. On the 
sidelines. Global NCAP welcomed the 
Indian NCAP’s decision to implement addi- 
tion of ABS and airbags as standard on all 
cars by 2016. Global NCAP further believes 
that the UN’s minimum crash safety stan- 
dards should form the basis of NCAP India’s 
regulation making. 


JCB has inaugurated two new manufacturing facilities in Jaipur, Rajasthan taking their total number of manufacturing units in India to five 
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EcoSport spied testing 
without spare wheel 

Ford may be considering removing 
the tailgate mounted spare wheel 
on the EcoSport as part of its first 
facelift. Images captured by auto- 
evolution.com show an EcoSport 
test mule with camouflage and no 
rear tyre leading to a cleaner albeit 
more hatchback-like design. No 
word yet on whether the wheel has 
moved to the (already tight) boot 
or whether its mounted on the 
undercarriage. 



Ciaz outsells the City 

Maruti has never had much suc- 
cess with their premium models 
but the Ciaz seems to be bucking 
the trend. The Ciaz has outsold 
its biggest rival, the City in its first 
month on sale having shipped 
6,345 units to the Honda’s 5,120. 
Of course that could be down to 
the initial sales rush associated 
with a new product but it is nev- 
ertheless a good sign for Maruti 
Suzuki. 



Zest outdoes the Amaze 

Honda has a formidable foe in the 
Tata Zest which outsold the Amaze 
in October (3,524 units vs 3,482). 
The Hyundai Xcent meanwhile 
sold 4,629 cars while the Swift 
Dzire remains the undisputed 
leader selling a massive 17,950 
cars in the same period. That’s 
more than all three put together. 


Suzuki S-Cross caught testing in India 



CROSSOVERS ARE CROPPING UP FASTER 
than any other form of vehicle these days and 
Maruti intends to join the bandwagon with 
the S-Cross we captured testing in Gurgaon. 
The S-Cross under the camouflage looks like 
a bigger version of the Celerio but in a big- 
ger body. The test car has wheel caps while 
the outside rear view mirror is mounted on 
the front door below the window line. As it 
usually does, Maruti has used bits from other 


cars in its stable for the interiors of the S- 
Cross like the steering wheel, power window 
switches and AC vents. While the S-Cross 
is internationally available with 120PS i.6l 
petrol and diesel engines it is unlikely that 
these engines will be available in the Indian 
market. We will probably get the same 90PS 
1.3I Multijet diesel engine and the 93PS 1.4I 
petrol motor from the Ciaz. The S-Cross will 
be positioned above the Ciaz. 


Hyundai prepping izo based crossover 



NOT ONE TO BE LEFT BEHIND, INDIA’S 
second largest manufacturer is preparing its 
own onslaught on the crossover market. As 
these images from indianautosblog.com sug- 
gest, this vehicle will be based on the Elite iio 
hatchback. Whether it is a simple bumper job 
like the VW Cross Polo or a more thorough 
effort like the Fiat Avventura remains to be 
seen. The photographs show a pair of roof 
rails, side-cladding and new alloy wheels. 


Our sources hint at an early 2015 launch. The 
Elite i2o crossover is expected to get the same 
1.2-litre petrol and 1.4-litre diesel engines as 
its hatchback sibling, but we hear that they 
will produce slightly better power and torque 
figures with improved power delivery. This 
crossover will compete with the Toyota 
Etios Cross, the Volkswagen Cross Polo and 
the Fiat Avventura and it should be priced 
slightly higher than its hatchback sibling. 


Harman International (India) has set up a manufacturing plant in Chakan, Pune which is expected to roll out 4 lakh car sets per annum by 2015 
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Maruti Suzuki Alto KIO ▼ 



▼ 



The new Alto Kio is available in six variants with prices starting 
at ^3.06 lakh ex-Delhi and going up to ^3.8 
lakh for the VXi AMT. The design is 
all new with smart interiors while 
the engine is the 1.0-litre 
K-Next engine in its 
68PS/9oNm form which 
claims 24.07kmpl. Read 
our comparison with the 
Eon 1.0 on page 72 



The all new Mini Cooper has been launched in three and five 
door variants at ^31.85 lakh and ^35.20 lakh 
ex-Delhi respectively. Only diesels are 
on offer for now with the sportier 
petrols coming mid 2015. 

The 3-cylinder 1.5-litre 
diesel engine produces 
114PS and 27oNm and 
promises a welcome 
2i.i5kmpl. 


Maruti Suzuki Swift ▼ 



Maruti Suzuki has given the popular Swift a minor make over that 
includes subtle exterior revisions and some tweaks to the interiors 
including new fabrics and trim. The 
top variant gets push-to start and 
reverse sensors. Mechanicals 
remain untouched. Prices start 
at ^4.42 lakh for the base 
petrol LXi going up to ^6.95 
lakh (all prices ex-Delhi) 
for the top of the line ZDi 
diesel. Check page 54 for the 
full story. 



Rolls-Royce Ghost Series II t 

The new Ghost Series II has been 
launched starting at 
^4.5 crore 
ex-showroom. 

The subtle refresh 
includes a new 
bonnet and front 
air intake surrounded 
by chrome and new bumpers. There’s even more luxury on the 
inside including updated audio and navigation systems. The 
563PS/78oNm 6.6-litre twin turbo V12 motor continues with a new 
satellite guided eight-speed transmission. 


Mercedes-Benz GLA 45 AMG ▼ 

The GLA 45 AMG costs ^69.6 lakh 
ex-Mumbai, making it 
^2 lakh dearer 
than its sibling 
the CLA 45 
AMG. Based 
on the GLA 
but with more 

aggressive bodywork and suspension, the GLA 45 AMG runs the 
same explosive 2.0-litre four-cylinder turbo petrol engine from 
the CLA 45. Its 360PS and 45oNm is sent to all four wheels via a 
7-speed dual-clutch transmission. 


FlatAvventura ▼ 


Mitsubishi Pajero 

The Pajero Sport 
automatic costs ^23.55 
lakh ex-Delhi. It gets 
small exterior updates 
over the manual 
version. Changes to 
the interiors include 
a navigation system, 
integrated DVD player, reverse 
parking assist and a cooler box in the 
boot. The new five speed auto is mated to the same 2.5-litre, 
four-cylinder turbo-diesel but with reduced torque. 


Audi A4 Premium Sport ▼ 








Fiat’s attractive crossover, the Awentura has been launched at 
a starting price of ^5.99 lakh ex-Delhi. A hopped up Punto, the 
Fiat Awentura is available in five variants - Active and Dynamic 

with the 90PS petrol engine and 
Active, Dynamic and Emotion 
with the 93PS diesel. Features 
include 16-inch alloy wheels, 
a tail gate mounted spare 
wheel, a raised ground 
clearance of 205mm, follow- 
me-home lamps and more. 



The A4 Premium Sport is a mid-level diesel variant. For ^38 lakh 
ex-Mumbai you get electrically folding mirrors, S line exterior 
package, a sunroof, 17-inch 20-spoke alloys. The upholstery 

is in a sporty all-black. Audi 
has discontinued the 


engine 
produces 
177PS and 
38oNm. 


140PS version and 
the 2.oTDi 


Nissan's Evalia gets a slight refresh - six variants are available with identical mechanicals and prices range from ^8.86 lakh to ^11.14 lakh ex-Mumbai 
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New Cayenne GTS is out 

The 2015 Cayenne GTS gets a 
sportier body kit and sits 24mm 
lower with the new steel-spring 
suspension (20mm lower on the 
optional air suspension). The 
new 3.6-litre bi-turbo V6 petrol 
engine that replaces the V8 mill 
promises better power and fuel 
economy. It puts out 440PS and 
600Nm which enables a Oto 
lOOkmph sprint in 5.2s (5.1s with 
launch control) and a top speed 
of 262kmph.The brakes are lifted 
off the Cayenne Turbo. Expect it in 
India next year. 



A Rolls for the Maharajas 

Indian royalty played a vital role 
in the history of Rolls-Royce with 
over 840 of the luxury cars being 
commissioned by the ruling 
class. Today, Rolls-Royce would 
like to celebrate that golden age 
of luxury with the limited edition 
Phantom Maharaja Drophead 
Coupe that gets special paint, 
peacock motifs, emerald 
green trim and other exclusive 
touches. Ironically it will only be 
available in Dubai. 




VW shows 
lo-speed DSG, 2.0 


IN A TECHNICAL PRESENTATION HELD 
at Germany, Volkswagen has unveiled a 
lo-speed DSG gearbox. This engine will be 
powering a wide range of future Audis and 
VWs. The lo-speed DSG box is claimed to 
reduce emissions as well as improve fuel ef- 
ficiency while being smoother than the cur- 


rent 6-speed DSG box. It can handle close 
to 55oNm of torque. The recently revealed 
240PS bi-turbo diesel engine in the new 
2015 Passat has now been pushed to 272PS. 
VW is vague on how this was achieved but 
it seems to involve an electrically driven 
turbo and variable valve timing. 



Q3 gets a facelift, coming to India 


THE UPDATED Q3 GETS REVISED 
headlamps and new alloys while the full 
body-colour paint finish is now standard 
across all variants. The top two models 
get LED headlamps as well as Audi’s lovely 
scrolling rear indicators. The Q3 will be 


available with five engine options - three 
petrol and two diesel. The latest addition to 
this line-up is the 1.4-litre TFSI engine with 
a maximum power of 150PS, and cylinder 
on demand technology for better efficiency. 
Expect the new Q3 in India next year. 
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Harley expands Indian range 
with three new motor^cles 

AM seven H-D product Mnes now available in India with the new CKD 
assembled Breakout and the CBU CVO Limited and Street Glide Special 


H arley-Davidson have 
expanded their Indian 
range of motorcycles 
with three new bikes. The 
most important in terms 
of affordability and access is the Breakout. 
The newest member of the Softail family 
will be assembled here from CKD kits and is 
a rather good-looking cruiser. The Breakout 
draws on drag bikes and uses a thin 21-inch 
front wheel along with a 240-section rear 
and one of Harley’s longest wheelbases. 
Priced at ?16.28 lakh ex-showroom Delhi, 
the Breakout will slot in above the Fat Boy 
and looks very stylish indeed. 

The other motorcycles are both larger 
physically, more expensive, more ornate 
and being direct imports, more expensive 
as well. The Street Glide Special takes 



the already on sale Street Glide and adds 
a bunch of equipment. Like the 6.5-inch 
touchscreen entertainment system, high 
gloss plastics inside the Batwing fairing. 

But the eye-catcher for us is the lovely 
metalflake paint and the smart 
pin striping. Harley is pricingthe 
Street Glide Special at ?29.7 lakh ex- 
showroom Delhi. 

The final bike is one of the absolute 
top motorcycles in the Harley range, the 
CVO Limited. Belonging to the Custom 
Vehicle Operations line, the CVO Limited 
comes with an ISOOcc air- and oil-cooled 
V-twin (hence called the Twin-Cooled 
Twin Cam 110) and is amongst the most 
powerful engines Harley has. The CVO 
Limited has the same sort of entertainment 
system as the Street Glide Special, but it 


doubles the number of speakers and adds 
a rider-passenger intercom along with 
voice recognition over Bluetooth and much 
more. Special paints and acres of chrome 
mark the CVO Limited as the top of Harley 
India’s line up and the price is a stunning 
?49.24lakh ex-Delhi. 
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Hero to focus on premium 
products at Neemrana 

Hero MotoCorp’s new ?1050 crore 
Neemrana facility is intended for 
premium motorcycles. The facility 
also includes Hero’s new Global 
Parts Centre, which Hero says, by 
2017, will become a ?3,000 crore 
business. 120km from Delhi, the 
plant has an installed capacity of 
7.5 lakh units. 


Honda's fourth plant to Kawi’s Z250 & ER-6n go on sale in India 

make only scooters 


Honda’s latest plant will come 
online by 2015-end and make 
1.2 million scooters annually at 
Vithalapur, 80km from Ahmedabad 
in Gujarat. The 250 acre plant is to 
be the world’s largest scooter man- 
ufacturing facility. Honda intends 
to sell 18.2 million two-wheelers 
across the world this financial year 
and hopes that India will contribute 
25 per cent. Honda also crossed the 
5 lakh units sold milestone in the 
month of October for the first time. 



SZ-RR Version Z on sale 

Yamaha have now endowed 
their SZ-RR with the same Blue 
Core tweaks as the FZ V2 to create 
the 11 per cent more economical 
Version 2. Priced at ?65,300 
ex-Delhi, the carburetted SZ-RR 
now also uses a 149cc engine. 
Power output remains unchanged 
at 12. IPS, while the same 
torque of 12.8Nm is made 
TOOOrpm 
higher. 


THE NEW Z250 WILL BECOME THE 
smallest of the Z -models to go on sale in India 
beside the Z800 and the Ziooo. The Z250 uses 
the Ninja 25oR’s 32PS 250CC engine and adds to 
the mix a Z8oo-inspired design. The Z250 is 40 
per cent localised with most of the consumable 
elements sourced from India to reduce 


ownership costs. The bike is still priced at an 
inexplicable ? 2. 9 9 lakh ex-Delhi. Kawasaki will 
also sell the ER-6n (pictured), the bikini-faired 
brother to the Ninja 650. It gets new instruments, 
a not-so-pretty bikini fairing. The engine is the 
same 72.1PS parallel twin displacing 649CC as the 
Ninja 650. The bike is priced at ^4.78 lakh. 



KTM India-bound 1050 Adventure bows 


EVER SINCE THE RC LAUNCH IN INDIA, 
we’ve been waiting for word on the 1050 Adven- 
ture, which KTM revealed was headed into as- 
sembly in India. KTM’s third adventure machine 
above i,ooocc is the least hardcore and will be 
powered by a 95PS i,050cc V-twin. Weighing 
the same 212kg as the 1190 Adventure, the 1050 


will come with riding modes, ABS and traction 
control plus a lower seat height and narrower 
tyres . KTM say the screen, bars and pegs are all 
adjustable. Expect the motorcycle to arrive first 
half 2015 with prices likely in the ^8-9 lakh range 
(our estimates). If it all goes to plan, this will be 
the first big KTM you can buy in our country. 


TVS Motor Company have launched their TRU4 Synthetic 10W30 oil at ^525 per litre. And you can SMS-check that the package you buy is genuine 
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MT-based tourer debuts 



The FJ-09 or MT-09 Tracer is a 
adventure-tourer that builds on 
the well-praised MT-09. It uses the 
847cc triple with three modes 
retuned for it and includes traction 
control. The 210kg (wet) machine 
gets an upright riding position, an 
adjustable screen and an 18-litre 
tank for highway work. Also 


201PS RSV4 RR shows up 

The 2015 RSV4 RR gets revised 
porting, lighter valvetrain, new air- 
box and new secondary injectors 
plus lighter con rods to be able to 
make 201PS, up from 184. The 
bike also gains a centimetre longer 
swingarm and a lower engine posi- 
tion. The top fairing is new and the 
traction control is 



Bigger Tuono for 2015! 



Aprilia also unwrapped a 1077cc 
Tuono for 2015, which is just nuts 
given how bonkers the bike already 
was. Aprilia claim 175PS and the 
Tuono, thankfully, includes traction 
control, a quickshifter and a steer- 
ing damper. The new bike has a 
sharper steering angle and trail has 
been reduced 
a bit as well. 



Yamaha reveals 200PS Ri and 
track-focussed RiM flagships 


UNLIKE THE ENDLESS TEASERS THAT LED 
to the Kawasaki HiR, the 200PS Ri has nei- 
ther a supercharger nor endless dark videos 
to precede it. And yet, the Ri and its more 
focussed RiM sibling were easily amongst 
the most discussed bikes that debuted at this 
year’s EICMA show in Milan. 

Yamaha say the bike only retains the name 
and the crank is still a crossplane job, but 
everything else is brand new. The new 9 9800 
inline-four uses four-valves per cylinder 
and is said to be making 200PS before you 
account for the additional pressurisation 
(and hence power) from the high-speed 
ram-air effect. Inside the all-new engine is a 
new crankshaft, titanium con rods, forged 
pistons and more. Also added are a larger 
airbox, a titanium exhaust, slipper clutch 
and a completely new assymetric aluminim 
frame including a new swingarm. The weight 
is down to 199kg wet and the wheels are cast 
magnesium, saving nearly a kilo between the 
two of them. Effectively Yamaha have rolled 
out a motorcycle that, fully fueled and ready 
to rock, has more than iPS per kilogram of 
weight. Stunning. 

We wish the bike was stunning to look at 
as well. But the front looks a lot like the Mi, 
the faired in small headlamps and the simple 
body-side graphics that look like they’re 
waiting for sponsor stickers make this one of 


the least pretty Ris we’ve seen. That said, the 
‘gills’ on the tank and the blank number plate 
on the front fairing are just two of the host of 
Mi-inspired details. 

Yamaha will also offer a limited production 
of the RiM which is a higher specification. That 
bike will get all-carbon bodywork, Ohlins sus- 
pension and more. Both bikes will appear in 
international markets by March 2015. Yamaha 
India has confirmed that they will be taking 
orders for the Ri around the same time with 
deliveries starting from May. 

Yamaha’s electronics suite actually gener- 
ated the big buzz. Yamaha not only have 
ABS with brake force distribution but also an 
Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU) which uses 
three gyroscopes to track pitch, roll and yaw 
movements. The 125Hz IMU helps the ABS dis- 
tribute brake force as well as talks to the ECU 
and traction control. Yamaha also say they 
have an Intuitive Slide Control System (evi- 
dently straight off the Mi) that limits sideways 
slip. The Ri also gets wheelie control, launch 
control, and four power modes. 

Expect the prices of the Ri to jump signifi- 
cantly northwards and the RiM, which is ef- 
fectively a homologation special in many ways, 
might cost just under twice as much. The Ri is 
perhaps the biggest jump forward we’ve wit- 
nessed in the litre-class space and we’re hoping 
that the bike delivers all that it promises. 


Quadro, a Swiss company, has finally taken the tilting three-wheeled scooter to its logical conclusion. The Quadro 4 is a four-wheeled scooter that tilts. 'Nuff said 
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BMWF800R 

The new F800R uses an updated 
SOOcc parallel twin making 90PS 
(up by 3PS) without any change 
in torque. The R gets a new 
upside down form and a lower 
seat height. A new rider’s bike 
in many countries, the bike also 
gets ABS, traction control, while 
electronic suspension adjust- 
ment is available as an option. 



Four new Tigers for 2015! 

Triumph’s XR and XC Tiger 800s 
are joined by feature-heavy XRx 
and XCx versions. The XR is road- 
focussed while the XC with 
wirespoke wheels will go further 
off-road. All four get the same 
800cc triple which boasts 17 per 
cent better economy. 



The new Africa Twin? 

Honda’s True Adventure Concept 
was filthy in terms of cleanliness 
but the sleek lines and the lack of 
extra weight showed a capable, big 
off-roader. Many wondered if it 
previewed the Africa Twin. Expect 
a lOOOcc, lOOPS parallel twin with 
perhaps a dual clutch gearbox! 




SioooXR is 

BMW’s 

Adv-tourer 

THE 160PSS1000R ENGINE ' ,'T 

WILL power the new SioooXR " 

that is BMW’s new adventure 
tourer built to compete with the 
new Ducati Multistrada 1200 .. j 

and the Kawasaki Versys 1000. 

The XR with its annoyingly 
assymetric fairing will get ABS ‘ 
and traction control but for once, J ^ ^ 
the advanced electronics are ^ 

all optional except for the basic 
riding modes. Expect BMW Mo- 
torrad’s Indian representatives to 
shortly announce a price for the 
SioooXR and like the rest of the 
range, it will not be cheap. 



THE ORIGINALLY SWEDISH BRAND IS, AS 
you know, now owned by KTM boss Stefan 
Pierer and the man expects to share KTM- 
Bajaj’s skills with the brand. What’s piqued 
our interest are the two 401 Vitpilen and 
Svartpilen concepts (white and black arrows, 
respectively) that feature 400CC engines in a 
modern cafe racer and a lovely street scram- 
bler design, also respectively. Could this be the 
shape of Duke-based Husqvarna’s to come? 


We think they could be, because a close look 
will quickly reveal that the bikes are sporting 
KTM Duke trellis frames in black, the same 
upside down forks and rear monoshock with 
the extremely familiar engine cases with new 
colours and branding. The third concept (not 
pictured) was the 701 which is a clean-looking 
supermoto -style urban creature that gets a 
handy 67PS to play with. If this is where the 
Husky’s are headed, we cannot wait. 


Trio of Husqvama concepts at Milan 


Rajuputana Customs created a special custom Street 750 for the Harley Rock Riders event held in Mumbai 
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H2 is legal and cheap! 

Well not cheap compared to 
other bikes but Kawasaki reveals 
that the H2 will be $25,000 
compared to the $64,000 H2R. 
The 238kg H2 will make 200PS 
from its supercharged 998cc 
engine and have black chrome 
bodywork, air-spring forks, 
the green trellis frame and 
rider aids. 



Z300 surprise at Milan! 

Kawasaki now have three sub- 
500cc Z’s with the Z300. The 300 
uses the tubular frame, wheels, 
suspension and 39PS 296cc twin 
from the Ninja 300 and is styled to 
look like the bigger Z bikes. The 
Z300 gets straight bars and a 
more relaxed riding position. 


Ninja 650 based cruiser! 


Kawasaki saves the Vulcan S for 



the AIMExpo, but it’s a deeply 
interesting motorcycle. The Vulcan 
S, like the Star (Yamaha) Bolt, 
is an entry cruiser that uses the 
Ninja 650’s parallel twin with 
lots of tuning as well as new 
perimeter frame to create a 
credible, affordable platform. We 
expect this motorcycle to come to 
India as Kawasaki expands its 
range in India. 



Competitorafor the loudest bike 
pietition line-up to blow eardrums 
_ K .an^inds at ISF Bangalore 


India Superbike Festival returns to Pune! 


THE NEXT EDITION OE THE ROCKING 
India Superbike Eestival is coming to Pune on 
December 6 and 7, 2014. The Amanora Town 
Hall, a sprawling mall in the city was inundated 
by Superbike owners and bike fans last time and 
this year is expected to easily top the 500 been 


bikes and over two lakh visitors the show saw 
last year. Expect to see lots of contests, gear on 
sale, supercross displays and new motorcycles 
apart from the sea of exotic machinery and lots 
of action. See page 132 for more details or head to 
indiasuperbikefestival.com 



Buy Marc Marquez’ race bike soon! 


WELL ALMOST. THE HONDA RC213 V-S 
was shown as a prototype at the Milan show but 
it gave credence to rumour that Honda intends 
to sell super exotic sportsbikes based on their 
MotoGP winning race bike. The carbon fibre 
version Marc Marquez rode on stage was a run- 


ner and there might just be a WSBK homologa- 
tion special - this is a V4 and that format’s been 
doing rather well in the Superbikes. Unfortu- 
nately, Honda revealed little else of the bike and 
the plans for it at the show. We all wait with 
great anticipation. 


Indian Motorcycle have opened booking for their new mid-weight cruiser Scout in India. Prices start at ^11.99 lakh ex-Delhi, our riding impression is on page 108 
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Ducati deploys 
variable valve tech! 

Imaginatively named DVT, 

Ducati 'sTestastretta DVT engine 
features desmodromic valves 
with variable timing control over 
all valves, along with positive valve 
closure that is the core of their 
desmodromic valvetrains. The 
Multistrada 1200 is the first bike 
to have the technology deployed. 



ZOSPSPanigale lZ99is 
the new flagship 

Ducati’s 2015 Panigale is the 1299, 
the new flagship. The 1299 range 
now has the 1198cc R model for 
homologation while the 1299 and 
S models have the new 1285cc 
engine. All get a new tail piece and 
exhaust system as well as the 
Inertial Measurement Unit. 



Daimler buys part of MV 

Daimler, who make Mercedes- 
Benz cars, have acquired 25 per 
cent of MV Agusta and will add one 
member from Mercedes-AMG to 
MV’s board. What seems clear is 
that carmakers see benefit in two- 
wheeler makers as partners 
because they have lightweight, 
efficient petrol engines that could 
be useful in making hybrids. 




MV Agusta has an Adv-tourer! 

MV AGUSTA’S NEW TURISMO VELOCE MVICS 2.0) as well as a 5-inch TET screen to 

800, coming early 2015, is the company’s new help manage the system, riding modes and 
lightweight 8oocc triple-powered adventure more. The Veloce Lusso adds electronically 
tourer. It wears a iioPS engine that gets a 15 per controlled suspension, 
cent mid-range boost compared to the Rivale ^ 

and Brutale 800s. MV Agusta are giving the 

TV800 their new electronics aids setup (called Ok 



Ducati reveals all-new Multistrada 1200 


THE ALMOST ALL-NEW MULTISTRADA 1200 
gets the first application of Ducati’s new variable 
valve timing system (see snippet). The S model, 
above the base 1200, will add the D-Air system 
that works with Dainese airbags. In appearance, 
the Multistrada looks more muscled including 
a more ornate, less beaky beak. But in there is 


the 1198CC V-twin making 1 6 oPS. Variable valve 
timing means more torque across the range. Like 
the Ri and Panigale, the Ducati gains an Inertial 
Measurement Unit that better uses cornering 
ABS, wheelie control and the other systems. 
Ducati are also claiming cornering lamps and 
many other new features. 


Ducati's new Diavel Titanium is a limited edition run of the Diavel featuring exclusive materials and components. Only 500 will be made 
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[CON-ROD] 


A few weeks ago Datsun was 

placed in the eye of a storm, a 
storm being whipped by 
none other than Max Mosley. 
Max, who was formerly the 
president of the FIA, is now associated 
intimately with the United Nations safety 
program as the president of the Global 
NCAR 

Max Mosley shot off a letter to the 
chairman and CEO of the Renault Nissan 
alliance, Carlos Ghosn, requesting him that 
the Datsun Go which is sold in India be 
immediately taken off the market because 
it was too unsafe to drive. This was a much 
sterner letter because the previous two 
intimating Carlos Ghosn apparently fell 
on deaf ears. 

Does this address the safety issues India 
faces? I don’t think so. In my opinion. Max 
Mosley shouldn’t be singling out Datsun but 
instead get to the root of the problem. Global 
NCAP must examine the Indian market 
more closely, and not just what is offered in 
terms of safety in cars, but also the attitude 
manufacturers have towards safety. India is 
touted as one of the most unsafe countries to 
drive in, globally. The death rate because of 
motoring incidents is one of the highest in 
the world. Shouldn’t the global NCAP then 
pay a bit more attention to the conditions 
and attitudes that exist in India? Max Mosley 
should be sending a stern letter to the 
government of India not just to Carlos 
Ghosn, condemning the safety standards 
prescribed in India. 

The question we all must ask is, how did 
the Datsun Go ever get clearances to be sold 
in India if it was this unsafe? How poor are 
our safety standards? Datsun is not the only 
manufacturer to get away with the poor 
safety standards prescribed by the authori- 
ties, there are several others involved as well. 
When questioned, there are two replies I’ve 
got consistently from manufacturers. One, 
the cars meet the Indian safety standards, it’s 
the most commonly bandied about claim. 
Second, the customer does not demand such 
safety features and is unwilling to pay for it 
so why offer it at all. The latter is an abso- 
lutely irresponsible attitude towards safety 
and trust me. I’ve heard it from almost every 
single domestic manufacturer. 

And yet all the blame does not lie with the 
manufacturer. The powers that be are the 
ones to be held accountable above all. 
Without legislation to promote safety, no 
corporate body is going to introduce a 



Bertrand 

D’souza 


non-profit initiative out of the goodness of its 
heart. Not unless forced to do so. That’s why 
the government has to take the first step. 

Some, like Volkswagen, do it even though 
there is no legislation in place yet. Don’t take 
this as an admission of social responsibility. 

It has to do with a larger image that VW 
projects. Being a global manufacturer, fingers 
were pointed at the double standards, where 
in developed countries, the same cars had all 
the safety features possible while developing 
countries like India did not. 

Then again, there are other offenders, one 
of the most notorious being Maruti Suzuki. 
For the largest manufacturer in the country, 
the attitude towards safety is typical ‘if con- 
sumer wants, he will get it else he won’t.’ That 
explains why cars like the Alto don’t even 
offer a wing mirror on one side of the car. 

But why point fingers at the manufactur- 
ers? The government itself has little or no 
inclination towards improving automotive 
safety in India. To most bureaucrats, safety is 
simply a term to be used when the flashbulbs 
start popping off at press conferences. Over 
the last couple of years, since the number of 
fatalities on our roads began rising, global 
attention has shifted towards our conditions. 


This has in some ways incited the ministry to 
set in motion a stringent safety mission plan. 
It mandates the use of airbags and ABS in 
every new car sold in India and it’s expected 
to come into effect by October 2015. Post 
that, within the next two years, manufactur- 
ers are expected to update older cars already 
sold in India. This is a promising sign but 
more needs to be done. Simply adding safety 
features to a car isn’t going to make a 
journey safer. The entire driving environ- 
ment needs to change. Hopefully the new 
Motor Vehicles Act will help get things 
moving in the right direction. 

But it’s a slow process. To date there still 
isn’t a proper crash test facility in India to 
conduct even the most basic crash tests. 

Most manufacturers in fact conduct their 
crash testing abroad and present these 


reports to the authorities. NATRIP will be the 
first to provide adequate crash testing 
facilities but the project that started nearly a 
decade ago is still nowhere near completi- 
tion. It is estimated that NATRIP will begin 
operations by 2015 but my estimate is a year 
or two later for all its applications to go on 
stream. Which may also push back the other 
safety related measures. 

Compounding that inadequacy, are the 
low standards set for safety and even the lack 
of knowledge regarding safety within the 
ministry. Things like frontal impact, front off- 
set crash, side impact, rear collision, whiplash 
prevention, the ElK test etc are terms Euro- 
peans use, they mean nothing here. Take, for 
instance, the rear headrests in the new Maruti 
Alto. They most definitely aren’t going to 
prevent whiplash, and they look more prone 
to inflict injury than prevent it in case of a 
rearward collision. I simply have no idea who 
designed those and did they even know what 
role a rear seat has to play in a car? Regretfully 
the problem is that the government, manu- 
facturers and even the customers don’t care. 
Safety has to be a mindset. Attitudes need to 
change. Life in India is very cheap but that’s 
no reason to expend it so easily. 03 


twitter.com/bertrandOD bertrand@overdrive.co.in 


Shouldn’t the global NCAP then pay a bit more 
attention to the conditions and attitudes that 
exist in India? Max Mosley should be sending a 
stern letter to the government of India... 
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But whenever I decided to ignore the voice of 
Google Maps in my helmet and take a random 
turn, I found a wonderful road. Every time! 


I ’ve been to riding heaven. Where the 
roads curve for no discernible reason 
and don’t go straight for more than a 
few hundred metres at a time. Where 
the toll roads charge bikes, but the free 
road alternative curves harder and looks bet- 
ter and is empty. Welcome to New Zealand. 

“Oh that’s not even a riding road, really. 
There’s so much better here in New Zealand.” 
If I had a motorcycle for every time I heard 
that. I’d be a collector. 

When I started asking about riding mo- 
torcycles in New Zealand, two things became 
clear. First, it’s tiny on the map, and famous 
for its dairy products. But New Zealand isn’t 
as small as it looks and it’s got some of the best 
riding roads I’ve seen. And the Kiwis think 
those roads aren’t even worth talking about. 

I borrowed two motorcycles apart from 
the Indian Scout I went there to ride. I planned 
itineraries for both bikes . But whenever I 
decided to ignore the voice of Google Maps in 
my helmet and take a random turn, I found a 
wonderful road. Every single freaking time. 
Soon I came to expect it and took childish 
whooping-inside-your-helmet joy in it. 

It’s almost as if New Zealand’s undulating 
lay of land and the roads that faithfully hug 
the ebb and flow of the soil with the most 
luscious, gratuitous curves possible were all 
designed by a motorcyclist. 

I asked a friend who lives close to Auck- 
land if I could go to Invercargill, where Burt 
Munro lived and worked on his Indian Scout. 
It looks pretty close to Auckland... I was 
laughed out of the email. Turns out the ride to 
the south of the South Island would take six 
days if I was to enjoy the ride. I could ride head 
down and get there in, oh two days, but I’d see 
absolutely nothing of the best riding country 
in the best riding country on Earth. 

The roads in New Zealand are really not 
very straight. Major highways twist through 
hill and dale and the whole place is almost 
comically scenic. As if Nature was doing epic 
landscaping long before CGI was invented. I 
must have ridden nearly 500km in a circular 
radius around Auckland and I was pretty 
kicked (which means loud, vocal and ani- 
mated) with what I felt and what I saw. 

The Kiwis deflated my bubble in the nicest 
way possible. “Oh you didn’t have the time to 
ride more. Tsk. You poor bugger. You really 
should have gone down to the South Island. If 
you think what you rode was great, you’ll just 
keel over and die from the beauty and solitude 
of South Island.” 

It isn’t just the beauty alone. Kiwi country 


is India friendly. They ride on our side of 
the road, they all speak English, all the signs 
are readable and you’ll want to read them. 

I passed the sign for Papatoetoe (pah-pah- 
to-ey-to-ey) and didn’t once pass it without 
letting my tongue roll around the name a few 
times each. I’m told the Indian driving licence 
is valid and you can rent bikes from a score of 
agencies at rates starting at ^8 , o o o a day for a 
reasonably large motorcycle as well. 

It is far away, no question, and you’ll be 
flying a long time to get here. But trust me, 
take ten-fifteen days off and come ride in 
New Zealand. Half a day of riding per hour of 
flying time seems like a well-judged ratio. Or a 
lifetime, take your pick. 

The only downside is the island weather. 
Which is unpredictable and changeable. I saw 
sun, rain, mist, warm and bitter cold, all on the 
same day within a few hours. On more than 
one day. But my brain, my phone, my camera 
and anecdotally, all my recent anecdotes are 
all full of New Zealand. 

Then I saw another side of the place. If 
you’re the sort, it’s also got Hobbiton and all 
that Middle Earth business going on. And ac- 
tually the stuff from the middle of the Earth 
that bubbles to the surface as well. But there’s 
genuine motorcycle history here. And not 


just in Invercargill. 

Darren Sweetman, who only knows me as 
a student in a motorcycle school many years 
ago, quietly organised for me an audience with 
Graeme Crosby, GP racer and TT champion. 
We drove two hours north of Auckland to 
Warkworth to an art gallery called The Vivian. 
Where Crosby was curating an exhibition 
which was, when we showed up, being wound 
up. Sat in the middle of the floor was Britten 
#2, the only running Viooo in the world. There 
were other bikes in the room, but I had eyes 
only for the Britten. I owe Darren and Crosby a 
lifetime of thanks. Just two of the many, many 
amazingly helpful and welcoming Kiwis I met. 

I spent most of the day just gawking at a 
bike that I never thought I’d see in the flesh. 
Then Croz, as everyone seems to call him, ha- 
rangued me into climbing aboard the Britten 
for a picture, something I reluctantly did lest I 
damage the beauty. And I did. Climb aboard 
that is. There’s a pair of black denims that ain’t 
ever going to get washed. 

It’s riding paradise, this country. The 
roads are good and their shapes are fantastic. 
It’s distractingly pretty and full of the most 
amazingly nice people as well. I’ve only just 
returned and now I’m going back. It’s just a 
matter of when. H3 
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MERCEDES-BENZ B-CLASS 


B-eta 

The B-Class receives an update, both inside and out 


Words Halley Prabhakar 


I am driving around Mallorca, an 
island that is part of the Balearic 
Islands of Spain. The roads here 
are considered to be one of the 
best driving roads in the world and 
I can’t disagree. The winding and smooth 
asphalt on the hills runs along the coast, 
the roads get narrow but the driving expe- 
rience gets all the more exciting. We aren’t 
driving a fast sportscar here, but an MPV 
that is sporty and handles well; it’s the new 
and improved Mercedes-Benz B-Class. The 
B I’m driving produces 177PS and also fea- 
tures all-wheel drive, so I’m not complain- 
ing - these beautiful roads deserve to be 
driven on in a fast machine. 

This spec however will not make it to 
India. So why am I driving the most pow- 
erful B-Class diesel then? Well, the Indian 
spec isn’t available here and all the other 
lower spec media cars also feature four- 
wheel drive as standard, so we decided to 
just go ahead with the top of the line vari- 


ant. What’s new, then? Well the cosmetic 
changes are - these changes will also make 
it to the India spec B. The face receives the 
biggest change, everything you see in the 
front is all-new. Look at the B now and it 
does look a lot more like its newer Merc 
siblings. The reason for this family resem- 
blance is the incorporation of a wider front 
grille and entirely new headlamps. 

There are more sides to the lamp now 
and it blends well with the new grille. The 
daytime LEDs are very similar to the outgo- 
ing model’s parking lights and move into 
the headlamp. The major change however is 
the use of LED for the main headlight. The 
bumper is also all-new since it has to ac- 
commodate the new headlamp and grille. 
It does look quite elegant and the addition 
of chrome detailing adds some more class. 

The sides are very familiar since there 
aren’t any major changes. The alloy wheel 
design is however different - the ones seen 
here are larger 17-inch wheels that will most 


likely be offered in the petrol Sport trim 
while the diesel Style trim will feature small- 
er 16-inch wheels. Move to the rear and you 
won’t make out the difference in the newer 
model unless it’s parked next to the outgoing 
B-Class. The bumper is slightly different in 
terms of design and houses the tailpipe trim. 
The tail lamps also get LED lighting. 

The interior receives a few tweaks, the 
steering wheel is new and features larger 
steering mounted buttons that are easier to 
use. The centre display is now slimmer and 
features a higher resolution screen. Two 
sizes are on offer, 7 and 8-inch, we hope the 
larger screen makes it to India. A newer gen 
COMAND system debuts in the B-Class, a 
first for an MFA platform car and should 
soon be seen in the A and GLA-Class too. 
Next-gen telematics offer an easier to oper- 
ate and better looking interface. Animated 
menus and various other changes, seen in 
the more premium new C-Class however, 
have been given a miss. 
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The interior features a new steering wheel 
and hi-resolution tablet inspired centre 
display that are seen in the new C-Class too. 
Dual-toned interior for India will most likely 
feature black/beige colours unlike the red/ 
black combination seen here. Instrument 
cluster is new, clear to read and features a 
sportier theme in the updated model. 
2.1-litre diesel will be retained for India 


Other changes include a revised instru- 
ment cluster, slightly different stereo layout 
and a dedicated start/stop button option. 
Cabin space is identical to the older model, 
so you still get a roomy and comfortable 
interior. The boot unlike the international 
model will continue to offer a removeable 
space saver that does take up space since 
there is no room under. 

Expect similar ride and handling too. The 
India B -Class will continue to feature the 
same softer suspension setup with increased 
ride height, so expect similar dynamics. 

What about engine options? The same 
2.1-litre turbocharged diesel and i. 6-litre 
turbo-petrol as seen in the current B-Class 
in India will most likely be offered. The 
engines offered in India right now are 
known to be not as powerful as the variants 
sold internationally, it will be nice to see 
Mercedes-Benz India introducing the more 
powerful versions here as well. 

Overall, the B -Class is now a better 
looker, offers features seen in more premium 
Mercedes models and continues to impress 
in terms of space and comfort. The updated 
B will go on sale early next year and prices 
are expected to only go up slightly. EE] 


MERCEDES-BENZ BCL ASS 

Type Inline-4, turbo-diesel, 2143cc 

Max power 177PS@3,200-4,200rpm 
Max torque 250Nm@l,400-2,800rpm 
LxWxH 4359mmxl786mmxl557mm 
Price ?26.00 - ?27.00 lakh (ex-Mum, est) 
+ Practical, looks better in and out 
“ Could do with more power 
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2015 MARUTI SUZUKI SWIFT 


Pl^ng catch up 

The Swift gets a minor facelift to help put it on par with its new rivals 


Words RIshaad Mody Photography Suresh Narayanan 


I n an attempt to catch up with the 
competition from Hyundai and 
Volkswagen, Maruti has given the 
Swift a minor facelift. Minor it is 
indeed and on the outside, the only 
changes are a slightly different front bum- 
per and a subtle change to the alloy wheel 
design. In fact, we feel a bit shortchanged as 
we were expecting daytime running lamps 
but instead got a lick of silver finish on the 
bumper where the DRLs were supposed to 
be. The mirrors are now electrically fold- 
able and feature integrated turn signals but 
that’s about it - most folk won’t be able to 
tell the difference. 

Fortunately there are a few more changes 
on the inside. The top end ZXi/ZDi models 
get a push button start feature but the car we 
have here is a VDi so you won’t see that in the 
images. The audio system now gets Bluetooth 
telephony and there are corresponding con- 
trols for that on the steering wheel along with 
the audio controls from the old car. The audio 
system gets a speed sensitive automatic vol- 
ume controller. The rear seats also get the 
handy feature of a split 60:40 fold. There’s a 



The interiors are unchanged in the VDi you see 
here but the top ZDi gets new silver accents 
and a push to start button 


new fabric for the seats as well as some silver 
trim accents. 

In terms of safety, only the top end ZDi 
and ZXi models get airbags and ABS while 
the middle VDi gets ABS. Strangely ABS is 
not on offer on the VXi while the base mod- 
els continue to get neither of the two, pre- 
dictably leading to poor results in crash test 
ratings. Reverse parking sensors also come 
only on the top end models. 

Predictably, when it comes to the driving 


experience there’s nothing new to report 
with the car feeling exactly the same in 
terms of performance, ride quality and han- 
dling. Maruti claims a ten per cent increase 
in efficiency. We did a run in the city and 
managed to get a o./kmpl increase from the 
old car at i4.9kmpl. Fortunately perfor- 
mance hasn’t suffered with the Swift taking 
the same 13.2 seconds from o to lookmph 
that we tested in the old Swift from our 
comparison last month. 

Prices for the new Swift begin at ^4.42 
lakh for the base LXi petrol and go up to 
6.95 lakh for the top end ZDi diesel. Essen- 
tially it is the same car with a few added fea- 
tures and a slight increase in efficiency. HI] 


MARUTI SUZUKI SWIFT VDI 

Type Inline 4-cylinder turbo diesel 

Max power 75PS@4,000rpm 
Max torque 190Nm@2,000rpm 
LxWxH 3850x1695x1530mm 
Price ?6.4 lakh ex-showroom Mumbai 
+ Added features, same driving fun 
- Very minor facelift 















Sails pitch 

By adding a few new features to the Sail twins, GM looks to make a fresh start 

Words Lijo Mathal Photography Varun Anchan 


W hen sales of the Sails 
(ha, we couldn’t help 
ourselves) didn’t 
really take off as 
expected, this was 
largely down to their bland looks and the 
fact that the company doesn’t have a very 
strong image in India. To make matters 
worse, production of the diesel Sail twins 
was ceased briefly due to certain engine 
related issues that were never fully clarified. 
Having resolved said issues, GM has now 
introduced facelifted versions of the Sail 
hatchback and sedan. 

While the old Sail appeared boring without 
offending sensibilities, the addition of chrome 
at the right places makes it a bit more attractive 
now. There is a chrome outline on the grille, air 
dams as well as fog lamps. The chrome garnish 
on the boot lip and the removal of the U-VA 
moniker in the hatchback distinguishes it 
from the outgoing model. 

The same chrome treatment continues 
inside the cabin. There are chrome rings 
around the AC vents and inside door 
handles. GM has also updated the audio 



Dual-tone upholstery and a USB/AUX 
compatible music system are new additions 


system and it is now AUX and USB 
compatible and gets Bluetooth telephony. 
GM continues with the odd placement for 
the front and rear power windows, right 
next to the gear lever. The ORVMs are now 
electrically adjustable. The meters get a cool 
looking blue background to them while the 
rev counter, like the Beat’s, is digital which 
takes some learning. Speed sensing door 
locks, however are a good addition. GM 
though have skimped on many small yet 
useful features like dual tripmeters and it still 


doesn’t get a day-night rear view mirror. 

The new car’s mechanicals haven’t been 
changed which means the sedan and 
hatchback handle in a neutral fashion. The 
steering is light and makes driving the cars in 
the city a breeze. However, out on the 
highway, the steering doesn’t weight up 
enough. The ride quality remains a strong 
point - better than many of its rivals. 

This mild update is just what the doctor 
ordered for the Sail. But while the 
advertisement on telly will want you to believe 
that it’s “all-new”, it isn’t. Some chrome here 
and there, plus a couple of more features are 
what the update brings and nothing more. E3 


CHEVROLET SAIL 

Type 1.2 petrol/1.3 turbo-diesel 

Max power 83.6PS@6,000/ 

75PS@4,000 rpm 
Max torque 108.5Nm@5,000/ 
190Nm@l,750 rpm 
LxWxH 4249x1690x1503mm 

Price ^4.63-8.02 lakh, ex-Mumbai 

Ride quality, ease of driving 

- A bit dull, steering feel at high speeds 
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Renault’s Zoe is a big step towards a pollution-free, sustainable future 


DRIVE 


RENAULT ZOE 


Words Bertrand D'souza 


E lectric cars have so far been 
showcased as fantastic ma- 
chines, futuristic in form but 
with their feet clearly ground- 
ed in the present. I never really 
understood why it was necessary for electric 
cars to have such fantastic designs, like they 
were straight out of a Jules Verne classic. 
Were manufacturers trying to sell a slice of 
tomorrow, today? And if that were the case, 
why not apply it to all their cars? The Toyota 
Prius is such an odd design, both inside and 
out. So is the eio and the Nissan Leaf and the 
Mitsubishi i-Miev. Thankfully the Zoe isn’t 


that, it’s as practical to look at as it is to drive. 
In more ways than one it’s what electric cars 
should be all about, a car that everyone re- 
lates to because it fits the general idea of a 
car. Not something that’s so futuristic it at- 
tracts more questions than answers. 

The Renault Zoe comes close to that no- 
tion of a regular hatchback packaged with 
the future. It’s an electric car, but looking 
at it you’d just think it’s a beautiful hatch- 
back with well designed proportions and a 
confident stance. One short drive later and 
it’s not hard to see why this car is gaining so 
much attention globally as one of the high- 


est selling electric cars in the world. 

The Zoe was introduced roughly around 
a couple of years ago though work on the 
car began some four years earlier. The Zoe 
is part of Renault’s larger strategy to pro- 
vide electrification for European and other 
global markets. This comes backed by im- 
mense investments they’ve made in battery 
technologies and infrastructure. Today 
apart from the Zoe you also have the Flu- 
ence, the Twizzy and even the Kangoo, a 
cargo van powered by electric motors, un- 
der the Renault umbrella. And these cars 
are working to show that electrification 
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Unlilw 1 1 ilhjLelect ric cars, the Z oe looks like 
a well designed hatchBack and norscTence 
fiction. This is reflected in the sensible 
interior layout as well. Charging pin is not a 
regular three pin but is Renault proprietary 
so charging anywhere is not an option 


isn’t just a spark in the dark. 

The Zoe was built specifically as an elec- 
tric car, to be fitted with an electric power 
train and never with an IC engine. And yet 
it’s not a fantastic design. Yes, it is a fantas- 
tic design, it’s just not tripping the light fan- 
tastic. It’s a good looking hatchback with 
a striking front face complemented by a 
narrow grille, wraparound headlamps and 
a sculpted bumper which all appear to be 
sweeping back radially from a central point 
on the grille. 

It’s just a little over four metres in 
length, has a wide profile and though not 


too tall, the cabin is spacious enough for 
four. It’s built on the Clio platform which 
means you get a proper no nonsense 
hatchback and because the batteries are 
placed under the floor pan, you get a gen- 
erous boot and enough space for full sized 
adults. The interiors have a high gloss re- 
flective ceramic like finish and a creamy 
theme with chrome accents make the 
cabin appear roomy and cheerful. It’s also 
got a Renault proprietary entertainment 
device which allows you to download apps 
and stay connected. 

The thing about it though is the way 


it drives, which feels just like any regular 
hatchback except that it’s quiet and refined, 
simply because it does not have any pistons 
banging away inside cylinders. The electric 
motor called the 5AGEN2 is a synchronous 
motor with a rotor coil. It produces a peak 
88 horsepower between 3,ooo-ii,50orpm 
in full power mode and 60 horses in Eco 
mode. But it’s got a prodigious iioNm of 
max torque that kicks in at just 25orpm and 
is available all the way up to 2,50orpm. Now 
this low rpm torque effect is characteristic 
of all electric cars enabling them to acceler- 
ate hard and fast. The Zoe does feel quick 
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DRIVE 


RENAULT ZOE 


THE ZOE WAS BUILT SPECIFICALLY AS 
AN ELECTRIC CAR, TO BE FITTED WITH 
AN ELECTRIC POWER TRAIN AND 
NEVER WITH AN IC ENGINE 


off the mark, but this is an everyday com- 
muter car meant for urban low speed areas. 
With an eye on maximising efficiency from 
those batteries, acceleration has been bal- 
anced out. So while it touches 5okmph in 
just four seconds, the next 50 takes it 9 sec- 
onds more. This is because of the way it’s 
geared. The transmission is a single speed 
reduction gear with one forward ratio that’s 
intended to maximise efficiency. Top speed 
achieved is limited to around i3okmph. 

What matters more though is the driv- 
ing range and in urban areas, the lithium 
ion batteries are capable of providing a 
range of around 100km in winter months 
and 140km during summer. The 192 bat- 
tery cells stacked in 12 modules placed in 
the floor pan have a total 400 volt capacity. 
Recharging them takes nine hours through 
a 3kW single phase 16A power source. A 
22kW three phase 32 A charge point can 
quick charge the cells to 80 per cent of their 
capacity in one hour. 

Driving this baby around feels no differ- 
ent from any other car. The electric power 
assisted steering is light and precise. The 
low rolling resistance 185-65 R15 Michelin 
Energy E-V tyres provide good grip and 
road noise insulation. The monocoque 
chassis with the independent suspension 
is stiff and comfortable enough for mild 
urban commuting with some highway 
duty thrown in as well. But most of all the 
Zoe feels secure and planted and stable 


thanks to proper metal body panels like 
a proper car would. It weighs 1.4 tonnes 
kerb which is incredibly heavy for a small 
hatchback like this. And yet it isn’t an is- 
sue, because it’s got that low down torque 
to keep it moving at the same pace as the 
rest of the traffic in urban areas. Even on 
motorways, it’s got enough juice to keep 
pace with faster moving traffic. 

The Zoe feels pretty impressive and I 
had the opportunity to drive it at a track 
where I could get a feel of the handling. And 
surprisingly this car does not feel as heavy 
or lethargic as its kerb weight indicates. The 
batteries are placed under the floor pan so 
that balances out the CG issues. It’s suspen- 
sion is also quite stiff, which means better 
body control but a stiff ride. Braking is ad- 
equate but the regenerative braking makes 
it feel a bit weird. 

There are however a few issues with this 
car and that’s the cost of ownership. In Eng- 
land and some parts of Europe, you have to 
lease the battery from Renault and this costs 
roughly around ^7000 per month over and 
above the cost of the car. If you do not pay 
the amount, Renault can using an online 
system to prevent the battery from charging. 


Then, the charger isn’t a regular three-pin 
plug but a proprietary charging point which 
means you can’t take this car over long dis- 
tances and recharge the batteries anywhere, 
like say at a friend’s place. So it does not en- 
tirely address the range anxiety issues. 

Overall, the Zoe is still finding favour 
with consumers fast, it’s one of the highest 
selling electric cars in the market today. As 
far as cars go, for the urban commuter the 
Zoe is a brilliant option but unfortunately 
in the Indian context electric cars still have a 
long way to go. It’s not just the range anxiety 
but also the lack of supporting infrastruc- 
ture and then there is the ownership cost. 
The Renault Zoe then is a lovely car, but yet a 
distant dream for the Indian market. ED 


RENAULT ZOE 

Type Synchronous electric 
motor, rotor coil 

Max power 88PS@3, 000-11, SOOOrpm 
Max torque 220Nm@250-2,500rpm 
LxWxH 4084mmxl730mmxl562mm 
Price from ^13.51 lakh (UK) 

+ Eco friendly, well designed 
” Proprietory charger, not coming to India 
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The baby S is here and it’s not even 2015 yet 


W hen Mercedes-Benz 
took the wraps off the 
all-new S -Class little 
more than a year back, 
the world stood up 
and took notice. Like its predecessors, the 
current model is also the segment bench- 
mark and points out the direction which car 
makers should follow. But what about the 
other cars from the Mercedes stable? Well 
they obviously benefit since a lot of features 
and technologies get passed on to the lower 
segment Mercedes cars. The best example of 
it so far is the all-new C-Class, it is the first 
all-new car that follows the S -Class’ path. 
This Merc has been eagerly awaited in India 
ever since it was launched last year in inter- 


national markets. Despite huge global de- 
mand, the C is now ready to roll out in India 
very soon in CBU form. 

BABYS-CLASS INSIDE AND OUT 

The new C is a baby S -Class. Look at the car 
from any angle and it will remind you of 
Mercedes’ flagship. The face is now in sync 
with the rest of the family but she still has 
an identity of her own. The front grille takes 
centre stage but the headlamps are sculpted 
beautifully - look closely and you’ll notice 
twin projector LED lamps surrounded by 
a unique housing like in the S-Class. The 
day time running lights are striking. In fact 
the line flows in such a way that it merges 
with the car’s shoulder line. The India spec C 


that you see here is the Avantgarde line. The 
front bumper follows a milder approach 
than the more aggressive and sporty AMG 
line that is seen internationally but goes well 
with the rest of the car. 

The side unlike the previous C features a 
long front end and a rather short rear with 
an integrated rear spoiler. The shoulder line 
and the lower character line is also quite 
prominent, similar to the S -Class. Chrome 
strips below the doors and on the sides 
of the bumper add to the elegance but the 
standard 17-inch wheels could have been 
more striking. The raised ride height for In- 
dia is also most prominent from this angle. 
The overall design and various measures 
have helped reduce wind resistance and as 
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a result cut through air better to achieve an 
impressive drag coefficient of 0.24. The rear 
as mentioned earlier is also very similar to 
the S-Class, especially the attractive LED 
tail lamps that stand out when the sun goes 
down. The exhausts are hidden away below 
the bumper but the chrome detailing on the 
diffuser gives it a mock twin exhaust look. 

Step in and it gets better - the interior 
is beautifully crafted. One can actually sit 
inside and spend a lot of time just looking 
at the dashboard, the various elements and 
materials. Like in most newer Mercs, there 
is a slim tablet inspired infotainment screen, 
three circular vents in the centre and a dual 
section dashboard. The design is familiar 
but it’s a lot more mature when compared 
to the MFA cars, the materials used feel 
more special and attention to detail is bet- 
ter, in fact the interior reminds one of the 
S -Class! The gloss wood inlays and the 
brushed aluminium detailing for example 
are very similar. Even the metal switches in 
the centre console and the scroll button feel 
like they belong to the same parts bin. The 
Burmester speakers use the same precision 


cut metal covers, something nobody is used 
to seeing in this segment. There’s even an 
analogue clock to remind you that this still 
is very much a C-Class. 

The large 8.4-inch TFT infotainment 
screen uses a high resolution screen that 
uses the latest COMAND infotainment sys- 
tem. It’s a big departure from the ones used 
in all other Mercs barring the S-Class. The 
interface is the best we’ve seen or used in a 
car from this segment. The various func- 
tions including 3D navigation and car sys- 
tems can be controlled using the dedicated 
buttons on the centre console, a rotary knob 
or the new touch pad. All of this will be of- 
fered as part of standard equipment in India. 
A reverse camera function with two views 
are a delight to use thanks to the big screen. 
The instrument cluster also features a full- 
colour hi-res display that sits in between the 
dials, the colour screen is large and displays 
a lot of information. The steering wheel is a 
new design and will soon be seen in other 
Mercs positioned below the C-Class as well. 
So what you get is a better to grip wheel that 
looks good and even features larger steer- 


ing controls that are a lot more easier to 
use than before. And when it gets dark, the 
standard ambient lighting transforms the 
car into a mini lounge, you can even choose 
from three different ambient light colours. 

HAS CABIN SPACE AND 
COMFORT IMPROVED? 

The previous C-Class was a comfortable 
car but wasn’t very spacious. The new car 
is longer, wider and crucially offers a longer 
wheelbase too - to help create additional 
room. Rear knee room has increased con- 
siderably, the C is now more spacious than 
the outgoing model and its German rivals. 
It is a big improvement and one of the car’s 
strong points. The seats offer better sup- 
port and are more comfortable, they are 
also firm so passengers won’t complain on 
long drives. 

The Avantgarde model also features a 
panoramic sunroof resulting in a cabin that 
feels more airy. There are quite a few storage 
spaces inside that have been thoughtfully 
placed. The boot offers decent volume at 
480 litres but since there is no under boot 
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ES-BENZ C 200 



storage like in the MFA cars, the space saver 
is placed in the boot. This takes up space 
and if you need more of it, the wheel will 
have to be left behind. Loading bay is wide 
but not as tall as before. 

RIDE AND HANDLING 

The C-Class for India, as mentioned before, 
is a CBU but receives a slight tweak to the 
suspension setting. The ride height has 
also increased for it to adapt to Indian con- 
ditions. This complements the new chas- 
sis, 48 per cent of which is made of alu- 
minium and, as a result, is stiffer, stronger 
and lighter. Does it affect dynamics? We 
will come to that later but what’s impor- 
tant is that the ride is less stiff compared 
to the international model thanks to bet- 
ter damping. The car is still a lot more firm 
compared to the previous C-Class but it 

The rear end is a lot like the S-Class, note 
chrome detailing that looks like exhaust 
housings. Burmester audio detailing and metal 
switches are well crafted. The interior is the 
best in segment, in terms of styling and finish. 
Rear knee room is no more a problem, there’s 
plenty of it. Twin roof is offered standard. Boot 
space is impressive but most of it is taken up by 
the spare wheel. 2.0-litre petrol is the most 
powerful in the segment 


rides better, even on potholes and broken 
surfaces. And despite speeds increasing, 
the car feels very confident to drive and 
stays planted. 

The C now features an electric power 
steering. It has been tuned well and feels 
perfect at slow as well as higher speeds. It’s 
a good balance and is currently the best 
steering setup we’ve experienced in this 
segment. The steering weight can also be 
changed depending on the driving mode, 
(more on this below), but even the lightest 
setting feels ideal for most situations. The 
car holds its line well at high speeds, it easily 
is the most involving C-Class ever, the new 
chassis playing a vital role here. 

ENGINE AND PERFORMANCE 

Initially the C-Class in India will only be 
offered in petrol form, the more popu- 
lar diesel C 220 should make it here only 
later. For now, the petrol C 200 is the only 
variant available in the country. The four- 
cylinder 2.0-litre engine produces 184PS at 
5,50orpm and 30oNm from i,20orpm to 
i,40orpm, making it the most powerful car 
in the segment. The motor is refined and 
silent like most Mercedes petrol units, it’s 
mated to the 7-speed dual-clutch transmis- 




THE NEW C-CLASS IS A BABY 
S-CLASS. LOOK AT THE CAR FROM 
ANY ANGLE AND IT WILL REMIND 
YOU OF MERCEDES' FLAGSHIP 



sion that’s now seen in almost every other 
Merc, the C however even offers steering 
mounted paddle shifters as standard. 

Also on offer are the additional driv- 
ing modes. One can choose between Eco, 
Comfort, Sport, Sport+ and Individual. 
All these modes alter the engine’s igni- 
tion mapping, steering assistance, climate 
control and auto start/stop function. If 
needed, one can opt for a personalised 
setting using the individual mode. In 
Eco and Comfort mode, power delivery 
is smooth and linear, and best suited to 
drive in town and cruising on the high- 
way, driving through crawling traffic is 
also effortless. In Sport and Sport+ mode, 
throttle response is more aggressive and 
better suited on an open stretch of road 
or when you need to make quick overtake 
manoeuvres. The latter mode even adds a 
little more weight to the steering, but that 
is barely noticeable. 

While the car cruises at triple digit 
speeds without straining the engine, out- 
right performance could have been better. 
Mercedes claims the car can reach lookmph 
from standstill in 7.3 seconds, however in 
the real world, we managed to do the same 
in a respectable 8 seconds flat. Top speed is 
a claimed 235kmph but it does take some 
time to go past lookmph. Fuel efficiency 
however is impressive, in town she returned 
io.3kmpl while on the highway the figure 
went up to i6.4kmpl, this translates to an 
overall efficiency figure of ii.Skmpl. The 
claimed figure is a higher iq./qkmpl. 


FEATURES 

All the new Mercedes-Benz models 
launched this year have been feature load- 
ed. The message is clear, luxury can’t be 
compromised and the same goes for the 
new C-Class, there is no low spec variant 
offered. The C 200 is also feature laden, 
safety is priority so features such as hill 
start assist and seven airbags are offered 
standard. Comfort features like full leather 
upholstery, panoramic sunroof, driver and 
passenger electric seat adjust including 
thigh support, keyless ignition, 3D navi- 
gation, ambient lighting, LED headlamps, 
premium Burmester surround system with 
13 speakers (best sounding speakers in the 
segment) and a lot more features are also 
offered as standard. This makes the C-Class 
one of the most feature loaded cars in this 
segment. 

VERDICT 

By the time you get your hands on this issue 
the new C-Class will have been launched in 
India. We expect the pricing to be around 
^41-44 lakh and that’s not a bad spot to be in, 
considering the way this car has improved. 

As you’ve read here, the car does feel 
a lot like a baby S -Class and that alone is 
sufficient to justify the premium. It has 
improved in every single aspect when 
compared to the older model. Over the 
years, the C did face quite a bit of com- 
petition but the new generation car is 
exactly what we were hoping it would 
be. There is no diesel variant at the mo- 


ment but once it arrives, competition will 
need to rework their strategies. However 
unlike the outgoing C-Class that was as- 
sembled here, this car comes into the 
country through the CBU route. This adds 
to the premium and therefore expect it to 
be priced slightly higher than its petrol 
rivals. That, however, is not a deterrent 
as the new C-Class could very well be the 
new segment benchmark. H 3 


MERCEDES-BENZ C 200 

DRIVETRAIN 


Type 

lniine-4 turbocharged petroi 

Valvetrain 

4-vaives/cyiinder 

Displacement 

l,991cc 

Max power 

184PS@5,500rpm 

Max torque 

300Nm@l, 000-1, 400rpm 

Power to weight 

119PS/tonne 

Gearbox 

7-speed automatic 

CHASSIS & DIMENSIONS 

Suspension Front/ 
Rear 

Muiti-iink independent 

Brakes Front/Rear 

Soiid discs 

Tyres(F&R) 

225/50 R 17 

Kerb weight 

1,545kg 

Fuei tank capacity 

61 iitres 

PERFORMANCE & EFFICIENCY 

O-lOOkmph 

8s 

Top speed 

235kmph 

Efficiency 

11.8kmpi 

PRICE: ?41-44 LAKH EST. 


66 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 






Network Hi 



SUBSCRIBERS GET EXCLUSIVE COLLECTOR’S EDITION COVERS 
NOT AVAILABLE AT NEWS STANDS 



PERIOD 

COVER PRICE 

YOU PAY 

YOU SAVE 

GIFT MRP 

lYEAR 

^1800 

^1499 

?301 

WORTH ^600 

2 YEARS 

^ 3600 

^2999 

?601 

WORTH ^1600 

3 YEARS 

^5400 

^4499 

?901 

WORTH ^2100 


MAGAZINE • WEB • TV 


overdrne 


India's Largest Auto Media 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

Yes, I would like to subscribe to Offer for Year. 

Name: Mr./Ms.: 

Subscription No. (For Renewal) Organisation: 

Please send my copy to □ Residence □Office(kindly tickon any one) 

Mailing Address: 


City: State: Pin: 

■fel:(0) (R): Mobile: E-mail: 

I liked to read OVERDRIVE becasue 

Please find enclosed cheaque/DD no drawn on (name of bank) 

dated for ? favouring NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd - Publishing. 

(Courier charges applicable: 1 year ?140 (Mumbai) & ?280 (Outstation) | 2 years ?280 (Mumbai) & ?560 (Outstation) 1 3 years ?420 (Mumbai) & ?840 (Outstation) 

OR charge my n VISA □ MASTERCARD (kindly tick on any one) Card No.: 

Card Expiry Date: Date: Subscriber Signature: 

Subscription Department: Network 18 Media & Investments Ltd., Unit No. 501, 5th Floor, Tower - 1, One Indiabulls Centre, Jupiter Textile Mills, Senapati Bapat Marg, 

Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400013 - Maharashtra. Tel : 022-33634760 / 022-33634562, Email: Customercare@networkl8publishing.com 

Terms & Conditions: Your subscription will start from the next available issue. No cancellation will be entertained after commencement of the subscription. NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. reserves the right to extend, cancel or discontinue the offer. 

Though NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. will take utmost care to dispatch the copies safely NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. does not take the responsibility of any postal delays and damaged copies dispatched. 

Gifts will be dispatched after 6 - S weeks after processing of your subscription. The image is for representation purposes only. Actual model, colors may vary. For more information contact NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. subscription department. 

The company at its absolute discretion and without further notice may discontinue, publication of the magazine and in the event of such discontinuation, we shall refund the subscription amount for the unexpired term only, without any interest, cause and consequence. 







DRIFT AND SLIDE TO HAVE IMMENSE 
FUN AS WE TAKE YOU DRIVING THROUGH SNOW AND ICE! 


We have only 10 seats to offer, so rush to 


mmn 


India's Largest Auto Media 



Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 





www.overdrive.in for more details 


IN THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME 
LEARN TO DRIVE LIKE A RALLY CHAMPION 


E^JKRILLST^^'lli 


OF.-DRIVj/^G 

EDES^BENZf 
FINESU^UVS 

'7 IN BONE^CyiLLING- 
WINTER-GGNDITIONS 

FEBRUARY 6r8, 2015 




Mobil 

Lubricant Partner 




Terms and conditions: *Registrations are now open. Log on to: www.overdrive. 
in/winterdrive. Participants must be over the age of 18 and should posses a valid 
driving licence. Hurry limited seats only. Organisers reserve the right to change 
or modify terms and conditions and route details. OVERDRIVE and Mercedes- 
Benz reserve the right to filter participation in the Winter Drive Experience. 


Hospitality Partner 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 69 








^57.41 lakh 
ex-Mumbai 


OD Rating 
Price 


Performance 


Notwie most practical E 


Road Test 


E-levated 

The V6 powered E-Class returns! 

Words Halley Prabhakar Photography Suresh Narayanan 


E very Mercedes-Benz model in 
India has either seen a genera- 
tion change or is based on an 
all-new platform. The E-Class 
did receive an update last year 
but an all new car is still to roll out, it will 
happen soon but that doesn’t mean buy- 
ers are staying away from the E. In fact, the 
updated model has done very well and one 
can spot a lot of them on the roads today. 
But look behind these cars and most of 
them will read E 200 or E 250 unless you 
happen to spot a lot of E 63 AMGs. The 
four-cylinder diesel and petrol powered 
E-Class’ are the most common variants in 
the Indian market. Go back in time and you 
will realise that the E was also offered with 
a more powerful diesel V6 engine. To con- 
tinue with the record launches for the year, 
Mercedes-Benz have now introduced the 


improved E 350 CDI. 

The 3.0-litre V6 motor produces 265PS 
of max power at a low 3, 80 or pm while a 
whopping 65oNm of torque is available 
from i,6oorpm to 2,40orpm. These fig- 
ures have certainly gone up making the E 
350 CDI the most powerful non AMG E- 
Class available in India. But how good is 
it on the road? The V6 motor is one of the 
most refined diesel units ever, the motor is 
calm and it’s one of those engines that one 
may think is turned off while at idle. Pow- 
er comes in effortlessly even during part 
throttle and this goes well with the E’s char- 
acter. Step on the throttle and the V6 won’t 
disappoint, the engine is still quiet and only 
when you look at the speedo needle climb- 
ing really fast will you realise that the car is 
actually at a higher speed. 

Using the V6 power to good use is the 


standard, /-speed dual-clutch transmis- 
sion. This unit does a good job in transfer- 
ring all the power and ideal for driving in 
town or on the highway. However, manual 
gear shifts aren’t very quick, one can shift 
using the paddle shifters or the gear lever. 
In Sport mode, the car feels like it’s leap- 
ing forward during up shifts, a good feel- 
ing indeed. Performance has definitely 
improved, Mercedes-Benz claims the car 
will hit lookmph from standstill in 6.6 sec- 
onds. In our test the car did the same in a 
slightly slower 7.1 seconds. This still makes 
it a very quick car considering she weighs 
almost two tonnes. The suspension is 
tuned to offer impressive ride quality that 
is best in class as well as good high speed 
dynamics. 

It is a more powerful car than the E 
250 CDI by a margin, but there’s very little 
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MERCEDES-BENZ E 350 CDl 



to distinguish the two diesels in terms of 
styling. Both cars look identical and only 
the badge and the S-Class like 17-inch 
multi-spoke wheels in the E 350 are dif- 
ferent. Some may like this since the E 250 
is a smart looking car that also features 
elegant detailing. But some do like the 
more premium variant to stand out from 
the rest and will be disappointed in this 
case. It’s the same story inside as well, the 
cabin is almost identical. Only the centre 
display is larger and it offers a handy 360 


Interior is similar to the other E-Class variants, 
centre display is however larger at 7-inches, it 
also displays the standard 360-degree camera 
output. The V6 is refined, quiet and powerful 

degree parking camera. 

Priced at ^57.42 lakh, ex-Mumbai, the E 
350 CDI costs almost ?io lakh more than 
the E 250 CDI. The difference is even higher 
when the on-road prices are compared, 
this may seem like a lot considering only 
the powertrain and a few features are dif- 
ferent. However, the newest E is priced at 


DRIVETRAIN 

Type 

V6, turbo-diesel 

Valvetrain 

4-valves/cylinder 

Displacement 

2987CC 

Max power 

265PS@3,800rpm 

Max torque 

620Nm@l, 600-2, 400rpm 

Power to weight 

13.4PS/tonne 

Gearbox 

7-speed automatic 

CHASSIS & DIMENSIONS 

Suspension front/rear 

Multi-link independent 

Brakes front/rear 

Ventilated discs/discs 

Tyres(F&R) 

245/45 R17 

Kerb weight 

1,915kg 

Fuel tank capacity 

80 litres 

PERFORMANCE & EFFICIENCY 

O-lOOkmph 

7.1s 

Top speed 

250kmph 

City/highway/overall 

10.3/15.9/11.7kmpl 

PRICE: ?57.41 LAKH EX-MUMBAI 


par with its German rivals. The answer is 
clear, if you are looking for an E-Class sim- 
ply for the badge, go ahead and get yourself 
the E 250. The car offers decent perfor- 
mance and better efficiency too. But if you 
don’t mind paying the premium and want 
the complete E-Class experience, the E 350 
CDI is the car for you. E 3 








EON 1.0 vs ALTO KIO 


COMPARO 


Litre class 

For the Alto and the Eon, the one litre engined variants are the 
better ones to buy. But which of the two makes the most sense? 


Words Rohit Paradkar Photography Suresh Narayanan 



T hink entry level cars and the two names that spring up 
are the Alto and the Eon. Ever since the birth of the 
original Maruti 800, the 8oocc engine capacity has 
been the success mantra for the entry-level segment. 
But with their spending power getting better day by 
day, people want more for their money. It has led Hyundai and Maru- 
ti to believe that there is enough demand for one litre engines in this 
segment and the results therefore are the Eon 1.0 and Alto Kio. While 
the Eon got its one litre engine recently, the Alto Kio has existed for 


quite some time. But the latter was given a revamp recently with an 
improved engine, a revised chassis and all-new bodywork. 

Though based on the familiar 1.0-litre, 3-cylinder K-series engine, 
the new mill is dubbed as the K-Next and boasts of low-friction com- 
ponents and better thermal management. The result is an engine that 
is not only more refined, but also more efficient with its fuel useage. 
Even if you have used the existing Alto Kio enough, you may not no- 
tice the improwment in refinement levels. More so because of the lack 
of enough noise insulation. But noise insulation isn’t top priority for 
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Though taller, the Eon is the smaller car, but has more visual bulk. Despite 
being dated, it looks smarter than the Alto. The Eon’s dashboard has a 
classic symmetrical layout but has plenty of curves and creases. The Alto 
KlO’s dash looks simple and wide. Neither gets an adjustable steering 
wheel. Ironic, since the Magna trim on the Eon 800 gets one. Both three 
cylinder motors are inherently vibey. Alto’s engine is more refined, but 
Eon’s cabin is calmer. The Eon is roomier too, but rear windows are 
narrower. Eon’s boot is larger and also gets provisions for rear speakers on 
either ends of the parcel shelf 

this segment anyway. Comparatively, the Eon’s i.o-litre Kappa engine, 
which comes from the previous generation iio, has noticeably more 
vibration from its three-pot mill and they can be felt at lower revs. But 
the Eon has better noise insulation and as a result, its cabin is calmer. 

The Kappa engine seems tuned for quick acceleration, but the 
mid-range feels quite flat. So if you step on the throttle, the car pulls 
just fine, but you would hardly do that in city conditions. The strong 
low-end makes it easy to drive the car in stop and go traffic even 
with the air-conditioning operating at full swing. But for overtaking 
or scaling flyovers, a downshift is often required. Even the top end 
whack is quite good. The engine doesn’t feel stressed at highway 
speeds and manages to return good fuel economy as well. While 
the ARAI figures show a wide difference in the efficiency figures of 
the Alto and Eon, the real-world figures aren’t very far apart. In our 
tests, the Alto Kio was good for an overall i8.3kmpl, while the Eon 
manages i6.9kmpl. 

The Alto Kio has a relatively stronger midrange. The torque 
spread seems the meatiest between 2,000 and 3,50orpm all the way 
to the fourth gear and therefore it doesn’t demand gear changes as 
frequently as the Eon does. The low-end is pretty decent too. Com- 
plementing the engine is the steering, which feels quite direct for city 
driving. It starts getting softer as the steering angle increases. The 
Eon, like any other Hyundai, has a steering that has a dead at-centre 
feedback. It is surprisingly heavy too. While both cars come with a 
5-speed manual gearbox, the Alto Kio also has the option of an au- 
tomated manual transmission (AMT/AGS), which as we mentioned 
in the previous issue, is effective and highly rewarding. The Alto Kio, 
then, is a better city slicker. 
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The Alto’s engine feels more eager, but the tall ride height plays 
spoilsport. It feels too wallowy and highway speeds begin to feel 
unnerving. The slim tyres makes things worse. Surprisingly, the 
Eon feels like a more grounded car in comparison. Though the tyre 
sizes are similar, the Eon has better grip and feels more composed 
under braking. It not only feels more stable at highway speeds, it 
also has better dynamics through corners despite being a tall boy. 
There is generous body roll, but it isn’t as pronounced and dis- 
couraging as in the Alto Kio. In typical Hyundai fashion, the Eon 
has a soft ride quality as well. The Alto comes close with a cushy 
ride over undulated surfaces, but the moment you subject the car 
to sharp bumps or potholes, you will hear annoying thudding and 
crashing sounds. Expect these to lead to rattling plastics within a 
few thousand kilometres. 

Speaking of plastics, the Eon has the upper hand with its proven 
build quality and elements that are nicely put together. The prim and 
proper finish of the larger Hyundai cars has trickled down to the Eon 
as well. The Alto Kio’s dashboard plastics look and feel scratchy, but 
panel gaps are hard to find. It is a big step forward over its predecessor. 
The use of fabric inlays in the door pads adds more appeal to the cabin. 
There is little to choose between the design of the two cabins. The Eon 
has a symmetrical layout with simple satin-finish inserts. The gener- 

WHILE BOTH CARS GET 
A FIVE SPEED MANUAL 
GEARBOX, THE ALTO KIO 
ALSO HAS THE OPTION OF 
AN AUTOMATED MANUAL 


ous contouring and matte treatment looks good and to me the green 
backlight for the switches looks better than Hyundai’s favourite blue. 
The quality of the switches and the rotary dials is very good too. 

The centre of attraction inside the Alto Kio has to be the wedge 
shaped centre console. It is fairly large and makes the dashboard look 
wider than it is. It has simple lines and depending on what you pre- 
fer, it can either look bland to you, or can make the Eon’s dash look 
busy. Since the switches and knobs are mixed and matched from the 
Maruti Suzuki parts bin, the overall layout doesn’t look as uniform 
as in the Eon. The storage spaces on the dashboard fascia aren’t that 
useful either. The triangular cut next to the central AC vents can ac- 
commodate a sachet of mints at best and the bay on the surface of 
the dashboard is too shallow and slippery. That is a good thing, as it 
should prevent people from placing loose items on the dash. 

But that said, storage space is a big matter of concern in the Alto 
Kio. The cabin can only accommodate one water bottle, two medi- 
um sized cans and soap case worth of knick-knacks. The door pads 
are only good for an issue of our magazine each and the glove com- 
partment will feel bloated after swallowing a bunch of documents 
and a sunglasses case. The Eon fares better in this regard. More im- 
portantly, the Eon has better cabin space as well. The shoulder room 
is more or less similar in both cars, but knee and head room is better 
in the Eon. Ingress and egress is better too, since the seats are placed 
higher in the Eon than the Alto Kio. Since both these cars are the 
ideal ‘first cars’ and are largely bought by nuclear families, the Eon is 
better suited for a family of four adults. In all likelihood, this would 
comprise of two adults and their parents and the easier ingress and 
egress is therefore a boon. The rising window line in the Eon makes 
the rear windows smaller which is known to make kids feel claustro- 
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phobic, but isn’t that big a concern for adults. It is one of the reasons 
why the Grand iio sold in India has different rear doors and larger 
windows than the European model. 

The Alto Kio on the other hand has a bigger cabin than its prede- 
cessor, but is still small enough to make four adults feel like shrink- 
wrapped packs of milk cartons from a supermarket. Having two 
kids at the back instead, makes more sense. The backrests of the rear 
bench of both the cars is too upright and their headrests then are 
pretty pointless. They are neither comfortable nor will they prevent 
whiplash in case of a rear end collision. Speaking of collisions, the 
Alto Kio gets a driver-side airbag on the top-spec trim, but no ABS. 
The Eon doesn’t get either. Hope that changes after the recent Datsun 
Go and Maruti Suzuki Swift debacle from the Global NCAP tests. 

As far as the designs are concerned, the Eon, though dated, still 
looks smart with its radical lines and creases. Apart from the badges, 
there is no design distinction between the one-litre variant and its 
800CC counterpart. The Alto Kio on the other hand is a very different 
looking car. Though it shares the same doors, windows and roof as 
the Alto 800, it sits on a completely different chassis and wears larger 
headlamps and tail lights that bear resemblance to the family. The 
bumpers have the awkwardly big fog lamps that are typical to the 
Kio. While the previous Kio looked more aggressive than the older 
Alto, the new Kio looks simpler and cleaner than the current Alto 
800. It is a fresher looking car, but not as lean and racy as the Eon. 

Design though, is a personal preference. For that, you wouldn’t 
be wrong in choosing the Eon. It also has a roomier cabin, is well put 
together and has a premium feel to it. But it also charges a big pre- 
mium for that space and quality. That said, the Alto Kio doesn’t lag 
far behind on all these counts. It is on par in terms of the features, 
but also demands far lesser money for it. In fact, at Eon money, you 
could walk out with the automatic variant of the Alto Kio and still 
have some loose change. In that sense, though the Eon is the better 
car, the Alto Kio is the better deal. H3 


ROAD TEST NO. 

1458-1459 

Hyundai 

Eon 1.0 Magna+ 

Maruti Suzuki 

Alto KIO VXi (0) 

EON 1.0 VS ALTO KIO 


ENGINE 1 


Type 

3-cylinder 

3-cylinder 

Engine capacity 

998CC 

998CC 

Valvetrain 

4 valves /cylinder 

4 valves /cylinder 

Max power 

69PS@6,200rpm 

68PS@6,000rpm 

Max torque 

94Nm@3,500rpm 

90Nm@3,500rpm 

UNDERPINNINGS 

Suspension (F) 

MacPherson strut 

MacPherson strut 

Suspension (R) 

Torsion beam 

3-link rigid axle 

Brakes (Front/Rear) 

Disc /Drum 

Disc /Drum 

Tyres (F/R) 

155/70-R13 

155/65-R13 

FUEL EFFICIENCY 

Highway 

23.2.0kmpl 

22.8kmpl 

City 

14.8kmpl 

16.5kmpl 

Overall 

16.9kmpl 

18.3kmpl 

ARAI 

20.3kmpl 

24.07kmpl 

GENERAL DATA 

LxWxH 

3515mm x 1500mm x 1510mm 

3545mm x 1515mm x 1475mm 

Wheelbase 

2380mm 

2360mm 

PRICE (EX-DELHI) 

?3.88lakh 

?3.53 lakh 



• ... 
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AUDI A3 vs BMW 1 SERIES vs MERCEDES A-CLASS $. 




but how 

’doOs>tKi^§i^diiiif;pa^aiiPnlTltsTiVal hatchbacks?^, 


^l^esh Narayanan 


A very important battle 
within the German war 
for supremacy in India’s 
luxury segment is at the 
entry-level. Not only does 
this sub -segment introduce luxury brands 
to new and younger customers, it more im- 
portantly, forms the lower yardstick for the 
brand’s definition. Interestingly, all three 
German giants have had unique approaches 
to this riddle - BMW beat the other two with 
their compact SUV - the Xi but later they fol- 


lowed Mercedes lead and brought in the i Se- 
ries. Mercedes-Benz on the other hand was 
the first to bring a hatch to the market with 
their New Generation Concept Cars or MFA 
platform A-Class hatchback. For an entry 
into the world of Audi you earlier needed 
to go through their compact SUV - the Q3 
but now Audi have launched their most af- 
fordable offering in the form of a compact 
sedan - the A3. And in this three way match 
it goes up against the two hatchbacks from 
its neighbors. Shall we call it a friendly one 


then? Not a chance. 

Aesthetics are subjective but this once, I 
think most of us will agree on the better look- 
ing of the three cars. Let’s start with the BMW 
1 Series which is probably the least striking 
with its unusual proportions. The flow of the 
long front end is abruptly interrupted by the 
short and stubby rear, although a rear three 
quarters view does reveal a powerful stance. 
In this particularly handsome company, the 1 
Series does look a bit dull but the optional M 
Performance package with the sporty bumper 


No second thoughts about 
India’s first choice of Lubricants* 


It’s always SERVO. 




SERVO 
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Canon 


All Images In this story were 
shot on a Canon EOS 6D with 
anEF24-105Lf/4ISUSM lens. 
We use this combination as It 
offers the best balance between 
high Image quality, high ISO 
performance while offering a 
good zoom range. 


and racing stripe does brighten up things. The 
A3 on the other hand, has extremely pleasing 
proportions, and it bears the familiar family 
resemblance which could work both for it and 
against it. The A3, we’d have to say, looks the 
best when viewed from behind. Conversely, 
the A-Class looks absolutely gorgeous from 
any angle you view it from. We’ve said it in 
the past, and I’ll say it again - the A-Class is the 
best looking hatchback in the country and is 
the one in the test that gets the attention that 
the badge on the front deserves. But then as 


any beauty pageant host will tell you - beauty 
is also about what’s on the inside. 

BMW have gone conservative with the 
interior design as well which is a bit disap- 
pointing considering that these are cars 
aimed at a younger customer. The mini- 
malistic A3 looks and feels much nicer and 
is well designed but it still lacks the zest and 
youthfulness of the A-Class. So if this were 
simply a beauty contest, I think we’d all agree 
that the winner’s tiara would be placed on 
the three pointed star. 


In terms of space, of course the benefit of 
being a sedan doesn’t seem to translate into 
a lot of interior space for the A3. In fact both 
hatchbacks manage to score higher in terms 
of head space and comfort, with the A-Class 
boasting the most comfortable and spacious 
second row of all three cars. That said, they 
are still compact so don’t expect lounge like 
space in either of them. The A3 may not be 
the most spacious for full-sized people but 
you can cart more luggage around thanks 
to that full-sized boot. In terms of features 
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WHEN DRIVING CAR 


in the top variants that we tested, things are 
fairly evenly matched with all three cars. 
They feature all the creature comforts that 
we’re used to in their larger siblings with 
satellite navigation, climate control and sta- 
bility and traction aids as standard. The only 
exception being that the A3 does not feature 
a sun roof in any of the available trim levels. 

The three cars present here are all diesels, 
and it’s the A-Class that brings the largest 
capacity engine to the ring. The A180 CDi 
packs a 2.2-litre engine under the hood but 
ironically it is the most conservatively tuned 
of the three, putting out the least power and 
torque at 109PS and 25oNm. Both the 1 Se- 
ries and the A3 are equally matched on paper 
with their 2-litre engines doling out 143PS 
and 32oNm. They each put this power to 
the tarmac differently though, with different 


Opp page: The 1 Series’ interiors are typical BMW 
but feature a conventional handbrake that saw a 
little use. The 360-litre boot is useful space for a 
hatchback. There’s not much room in the second 
row. Top: The A3 gets its own special dash layout 
that’s quite striking. The 425-litre boot is 
spacious though the opening is small. The leg 
room in the rear is not bad but my head is 
touching the roof in this picture 

automatic transmissions and drive setups. 
The BMW sports the only torque convertor 
but the 8-speed Steptronic is no slouch and 
in any of the four drive modes, the shifts are 
quick and precise. It also stands out for being 
the only rear-wheel driven hatchback in the 
world. The Audi and the Merc both sport 
dual clutch transmissions that drive the front 
wheels - 6-speeds on the A3 and 7-speeds for 
the A-Class. Both feature the usual manual, 
sport and efficiency modes. In regular driving 
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each of them go about their jobs fairly incon- 
spicuously but when you do feel like upping 
the pace then the A-Class with its paddle 
shifts is the only one that allows you to keep 
both hands on the wheel. 

At this price point diesels tend to be fairly 
refined and with this trio, there are no ex- 
ceptions to the rule. They all have fairly flat 
linear torque curves with no sudden turbo 
surges and good noise insulation that en- 
sures the diesel clatter stays on the outside. 
Of all the three engines the Audi’s feels like 
the most eager to rev and there’s great throt- 
tle response from low down in the rev range. 
This in no way means that it’s faster than 
the 1 Series, just more eager to get up and 
go when your right foot prods the throttle. 
The A-Class does have a very linear feel to it 
as well but you can tell that it will probably 
be slower away from the lights. When you 
do mash the throttle on a straight road, the 


The A-Class wins the contest for both outer and 
inner beauty. Room in the rear is the best of the 
three. The 341-litre boot loses some room on 
account of the space saver and spare tyre and 
offers the least amount of luggage space 

BMW will cross the lookmph mark in 8.8s, 
only just quicker than the A3’s 9.1s and near- 
ly a second quicker than the A-Class’s 9.6s. 

When you’re driving a compact car with 
reasonable dynamics and at least a hundred 
horses to play with, the urge to give it the 
beans comes quite often. Especially when 
your playground includes a nice twisty, well 
surfaced road through the hills. They’re all 
fun through a set of curves but it’s here, in 
true BMW fashion, that the 1 Series, with its 
rear-wheel drive layout, starts to shine. It loves 
corners and displays an almost a sportscar like 
agility. And even though the rear steps out 
when really provoked, the 143PS on tap never 
feels like it’s going to get you in trouble. The A3 


is also quite agile and handles changing direc- 
tion well. It’s almost as much fun as the BMW 
but the poor feedback from the steering wheel 
is its limiting factor. The A-Class is no slouch 
either and does have an engaging feel and a 
nice weight about the steering wheel. This Edi- 
tion 1 has seen some changes to its dynamics 
that see it give up a little ground to the other 
two cars here, only to gain a lot elsewhere, but 
we’ll get to that in a bit. Nothing beats the joys 
of rear wheel oversteer and hence we’d have to 
say that the 1 Series is the driver’s car. 

The A-Class has come a long way in 
terms of ride quality and that is immediately 
evident in this Edition 1 which has its suspen- 
sion tuned specifically for India. We had bit- 
terly complained about this when the car was 
launched and finally someone has listened. In 
fact, Mercedes seem to have reached the right 
balance as the set up is nowhere near as harsh 
as its predecessor and neither is it too soft or 
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wallowy. The A3 manages to ride second best 
after the A-Class and only really bad surfaces 
with a succession of bad bumps upset the 
apple cart. The 1 Series on the other hand re- 
mains the stiffest sprung car. The ride is not 
unbearable but driven right after the other 
two, the loss in comfort is clearly felt. 

The one thing that Audi has cleverly done 
is introduced the A^’s base variant at a stag- 
geringly affordable ex-showroom price of 
^22.95 lakh. And that looks like excellent 
value for an entry into the world of luxury 
cars. But the base variants skimp on too 
many features and the fully kitted out top 
end version will see the asking price rise by 
as much as ^10 lakh. And then you see the 
on-road prices - the A3 35TDI Technology 
costs ^42.75 lakh post registration, taxes and 
insurance in Mumbai. At this much of pocket 
change, you’re knocking on the door of the 
larger A4 sedan that’s just a couple of lakhs 
dearer with just as many, if not more features 
and a lot more space. The BMW 1 Series is 
just a little cheaper than the A3 at ^40.54 lakh 
and while it is a truly engaging and fun car to 
drive, that price makes it quite a stretch for 
a hatchback and you’d have to live with that 
stiff ride in town. The A-Class retails at ^35.52 
lakh on-road Mumbai, that’s ^5 lakh cheaper 
than the BMW and ^7 lakh cheaper than the 
Audi, easily making it the best value proposi- 
tion of the three top end variants. It’s a great 
looking car with a presence that matches the 
badge on the bonnet. It best fits full-sized 
people in the rear and now also sports great 
ride quality. And it’s this overall package that 
makes the A-Class the most desirable. EH 


ROAD TEST NO. 

1460-1462 


Audi 

A3 35TDI 

★★★★☆ 


BMW 

1 Series 118d 


AUDI A3 VS BMW 1 SERIES VS MERCEDES A-CLASS 


Mercedes-Benz 
A-Class 180 GDI 


Type 

Engine capacity 
Valvetrain 
Max power 
Max torque 


in-line, 4-cylinder 
1968cc 

4-valves/cylinder 
143PS@3, 500-4, OOOrpm 
320Nm@l,750-3,000rpm 


In-line, 4-cylinder 
1995CC 

4-valves/cylinder 

143PS@4,000rpm 

320Nm@l,750-2,500rpm 


in-line, 4-cylinder 
2143CC 

4-valves/cylinder 

109PS@5,000rpm 

250Nm@l,400-2,800rpm 


UNDERPINNINGS 


Suspension (F) 

Suspension (R) 

Brakes (Front/Rear) 
Tyres 


MacPherson strut, coil springs MacPherson strut, coil springs MacPherson strut, coil springs 


Multi-link 

Ventilated disc/Discs 
225/45 R17/ 225/45 R17 


Multi-link 

Ventilated disc/Discs 
225/45 R17/ 225/45 R17 


Multi-link 

Ventilated disc/Discs 
225/45 R17/ 225/45 R17 


PERFORMANCE 


O-lOOkmph 
Top speed 


9.1s 

215kmph 


8.8s 

215kmph 


9.6s 

202kmph 


FUEL EFFICIENCY 


Highway 

22.1kmpl 

21.2kmpl 

19.6kmpl 

City 

13.8kmpl 

11.6kmpl 

11.3kmpl 

Overall 

15.8kmpl 

14.0kmpl 

13.3kmpl 

ARAI 

20.38kmpl 

20.5kmpl 

20.06kmpl 

GENERAL DATA 

LxWxH (mm) 

4456x1796x1416 

4324x1765x1421 

4292x1780x1433 

Wheelbase (mm) 

2,637 

2,690 

2,699 

PRICE (ON-ROAD 
MUMBAI) 

^42.75 lakh 

^40.54 lakh 

^35.52 lakh 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Crowd 


We travelled from the capital to 
the explosion of colour that is the 
Pushkarfair 


surting 


THE CAR: On the road trip to Rajasthan the Honda Amaze was truly amazing. It was the perfect tool to 
tackle the bumper to bumper traffic heading out of Delhi, managing to find all the gaps and once we hit 
the highway, the i-DTEC diesel made for smooth and efficient cruising. The great ride quality was evi- 
dent both at highway speeds and also over the broken roads on the way to Pushkar. The boot space on 
offer is also great for a long road trip and swallowed all our luggage and camera equipment with ease. 







CELEBRATIONS WITH THE HONDA AMAZE 


O ne of the best ways to experience 
Rajasthan is to head to the annual 
Pushkar Festival. This crazy, 
colourful, week long affair takes 
place around the first week of 
November each year and actually 
revolves around the annual religious pilgrimage and 
camel sale that is held at the holy city. It’s a must see if 
you’re visiting the state of Rajasthan and is a traveller’s 
delight, with new sights and sounds around every 
corner of this quaint little town. 

GETTING THERE 

We made our way from Delhi into the royal state of 


Rajasthan in the trusty Honda Amaze. It was a long 
410km journey through the traffic-riddled NH8 but 
once we entered the state of Rajasthan, the traffic on the 
roads dissipated and the going was steady. The Amaze 
was a great drive on the trip and easily found the gaps 
in traffic while exiting the city and once out on the 
open road, it was really comfortable cruising down the 
highway. We reached Ajmer quite late in the day and 
then made the 20 kilometre trip to Pushkar in darkness. 
We reached our hotel and settled down to a good night’s 
sleep - much needed for the exhausting day ahead of us. 
We woke up the next day all refreshed and excited and 
after a quick breakfast, headed to the market where all 
the action would take place. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 



THEPUSHKAR FESTIVAL 

The city of Pushkar spans barely a few square kilometres 
around the Pushkar lake. The banks of the lake are lined 
with 52 bathing ‘ghats’ and temples. The city is renowned 
for its religious significance in the Hindu calendar and is 
also one of the five holiest pilgrimage sites for Hindus. On 
the days of the festival, thousands of devotees visit the city 
to take a dip in the waters of the lake to cleanse their sins. 
This makes the population of the city swell from a meagre 

15.000 people to a massive 2 lakh -be sure to book your 
hotel well in advance. 

The festival also features one of the largest camel 
markets in the world and we watched in awe as over 

50.000 camels and other livestock grazed on the hillocks 
on the outskirts of the city. We also took a stroll through 
the narrow alleys behind the temples that surround the 
lake, to take in the merriment and festivities. And I found 
that it was a complete change from when I had visited the 
town over two years back in the month of January. By then, 
the town had long returned to normalcy after the annual 
festival and that version of the city was a much quieter one. 
During the festival it turns into a bustling melee with sights 
and sounds that are a complete attack on the senses. 

This fair has also evolved over the years too and we 
found that in addition to the more traditional entertain- 
ment, there is also the usual bells and whistles of a fete like 
the ferris wheel and other rides. 

Then there is the big stadium that is the centre of all 


mances by travelling musicians, magicians and dancers. 
Sadly though, we missed the famous moustache compe- 
tition by a day. 

But then there were the camel races and the pageant 
where owners displayed their brightly decorated cam- 
els much to the amusement of the throngs of tourists 
gathered around for the spectacle. The camels didn’t seem 
too amused though so we moved on to other attractions. 
There was a host of activities at the stadium through the 
day and we kept coming back for the ones we wanted to 
see. Most hotels will have a schedule for the day’s events so 
you can plan your day in advance. 

There are a number of little cafes on the walking street 
near the lake that cater to foreign tourists and we stopped 
at Out of the Blue. It’s a nice little eatery with an interna- 
tional menu and the hummus with pita bread and iced tea 
hit the mark for a quick, light snack before we were back 
out into the mid day sun. The hotel also has a nice roof top 
for a bird’s eye view of the city. For a more local fiavour 
you must try the savoury ‘kachoris’ available at the many 
roadside eateries all around the grounds. 

As we headed back to Delhi in the comfort of the 
Amaze, we refiected on a great two days spent exploring 
the little city. And we came to the conclusion that two days 
are not nearly enough to explore it all. We’ll be back some 
day to see the moustache competition and the camel races 
armed with memory cards and a lot more time. EH 


The Honda Amaze 
makes its way 
through the crowded 
lanes in the heart of 
the camel market. 
Some of the tasty 
‘kachoris’ that we 
sampled at the fair. 

A ferris wheel and 
other rides are 
recent additions to 
the traditional event 




CELEBRATIONS WITH THE HONDA AMAZE 



DURING THE FESTIVAL, PUSHKAR TURNS 
INTO A BUSTLING MELEE WITH SIGHTS 
AND SOUNDS THAT ARE A COMPLETE 

ATTACK ON THE SENSES 
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MICHELIN CHALLENGEBIBENDUM 



CHEN6DU 2014 
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e-mobmjty 

ENERGY EfFIQENa 


AUTOMATED VEHICLES AUIOMatio KHKlfS 
CONNECTED MOBILITY CONWECIEDMOBUtY 


Accelerating process 

The 12th edition of the Michelin Challenge Bibendum held in Chengdu, China 
focused on the urgency to implement sustainable mobility solutions 


Words Bertrand D'souza Photography Varun Anchan 


I t’s no secret the planet we live on has 
a limited capacity to sustain life as 
we know it. The human race today 
is going through this planet faster 
than it did a loo years ago, signifi- 
cantly faster than you would believe is true. 
One of the key drivers of this accelerated de- 
terioration is the automotive industry which 
contributes over 28 per cent of various pol- 
luting agents. Some of the after effects may 
be permanent, some may take thousands 
of years to turnaround! In the meantime, 
we continue to add to the equation. Efforts 
have been made to reduce these effects and 
while they do work to a significant extent 
compared to say a decade ago, it’s also true 
that every year our appetite for cars that pol- 
lute increases. Auto companies consistently 
seek out new markets and the ones they 
already exist in, efforts are made to expand 
their footprint. And to date there isn’t a full 


fledged or fool proof plan to replace the IC 
engine. Like we evolved from the stone age 
to the iron age to the industrial age, an evolu- 
tion towards a cleaner healthier age is immi- 
nent. It’s towards achieving this goal that one 
of the largest global summits, the Michelin 
Challenge Bibendum, is organised in various 
places around the globe. 

Held since 1998, Michelin has worked to- 
wards generating ideas and exploring reasons 
behind the success or failure of sustainable 
mobility. Now in its 12th year. Challenge Biben- 
dum attracts scores of manufacturers, technol- 
ogy providers, bureaucrats, scientists, engi- 
neers, students, startups and even the media to 
understand the challenges we face in the future 
as well as the solutions presented through sem- 
inars, green paper presentations and ride and 
drive experiences. 

This year’s edition held in Chengdu, Chi- 
na’s fourth largest city after Beijing, Shang- 


hai and Guangzhou attracted over 6,000 
participants. While in previous years, the 
focus was largely on the automobiles of the 
future, the 2014 edition looked at sustainable 
mobility in a slightly different but trendier 
manner. 

Connected mobility, infrastructure plan- 
ning and funding, autonomous mobility and 
last mile solutions were the buzz words. This 
was apart from the usual bevy of electric and 
hybrid automobiles and kooky contraptions 
of all sorts that Challenge Bibendum is fa- 
mous for attracting. 

One of the highlights of the event was 
the TED City 2.0 Salon, a series of talks by 
five international speakers who shared their 
ideas about the future of our cities. The 
roughly 15 minute sessions presented by a 
lawyer, an engineer, a planner, technology 
pioneer and an entrepreneur brought to light 
their contributions and plans to ensure sus- 
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tainable mobility was not just a pipe dream 
but a reality that was taking place globally. 

We started off like any typical enthusiast, 
attending the ride and drive sessions to un- 
derstand what the future looked like. Inter- 
estingly from what we saw and experienced, 
it seems to be all about personal mobility and 
autonomous driving. While some of these 
address the last mile challenges, it’s fair to 
say most of these solutions, which have been 
presented in previous years as well, haven’t 
yet worked their way into society strongly 
enough to make a change. One of the best 
examples of a last mile mobility solution was 
the EZ-io, a driverless shuttle that intends to 
provide ‘door to door’ mobility. Developed 
by the Ligier Group, the EZ-io uses computer 
guidance vision technology developed by re- 
searchers at the Institut Pascal to find its way 
on a roadway reliably and at low cost. 

While the EZ-io was one of the sweet 


spots at Challenge Bibendum, another event 
taking place inside the conference hall drew a 
lot of attention as well. Called the Hackathon, 
this technology based contest invited stu- 
dents to develop an app to provide mobility 
solutions that were fun, accessible and mar- 
ketable. lo teams of more than 50 develop- 
ers, designers, marketers and idea generators 
competed to win a ^3 lakh prize. The apps 
were intended to provide solutions to park- 
ing, carpooling, powertrain efficiency and in 
one case even improving driving habits. 

Jean-Dominique Senard, CEO of Michelin Group 
sums up Challenge Bibendum at the closing 
address. The largest electric car maker in the 
world, Renault, had all its models on display. The 
bamboo tricycle made quite a few heads turn. 
The Denza EV is based on the Mercedes-Benz 
B-Class. A Chinese version of the Segway at less 
than half the price. Brice Lalonde starts off a 
series of TED City 2.0 Salon talks at the 
Challenge Bibendum 








Most important of all though, Michelin 
one of the foremost tyre manufacturers in 
the world and also the pioneers of Challenge 
Bibendum, presented a ‘green paper’ on sus- 
tainable mobility. It contained critical propos- 
als to meet and resolve the challenges of the 
future, such as reducing CO 2 targets with am- 
bitious results, implementing ultra-low emis- 
sion zones, developing door to door mobility 
solutions with corresponding web-based so- 
lutions, reinventing innovative last-mile solu- 
tions, logistics systems and mobilising private 
investment for sustainable infrastructure de- 
velopment and innovative mobility services. 

One of Challenge Bibendum’s princi- 
pal challenges will be to counter the sudden 
spurt in global demand for IC engines thanks 
to a drop in global prices of crude. This has 
drawn attention away from electric and hy- 
brid modes of personal mobility. However, 


Amanda Boxtel received a standing ovation for 
her talk at the TED City 2.0 Salon. Visteon was 
one of many technology providers showcasing 
tech like the e-bee driving system that uses 
cameras and social media on the touchscreen 
display areas. The EZ-10, an automated driverless 
bus worked brilliantly but had an altercation with 
a manned bus. Riding an electric cycle is 
effortless. The Challenge Bibendum Hackathon 
saw 10 teams building apps for smarter mobility 
solutions. A modular electric car built by 
students at the Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

what made Challenge Bibendum more excit- 
ing than the years gone by, was the inclusion 
of trendier technologies, simply using the 
internet, mobile devices and applications. In 
my opinion, that has a better chance of chang- 
ing the world, because it’s cheaper, cooler and 
involves a younger generation of people who 
stand to inherit what we leave behind but are 
in no way ready to accept it the way it is. H3 
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Meet the people who have redefined their lives 
by choosing to think and operate out of the box! 

in association with 
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ASHVIN MANI 

WHO YOU ARE 

rm a boarding school kid from Sherwood College, 
Nainital who moved to Mumbai for college. Since 
both my parents run their own business, I coasted 
through college thinking I would be a businessman 
but it was only after I started working that I 
realised that I didn’t want to do a job that I didn’t 
enjoy. I got bitten by the music bug in 1992 in Goa 
at a beach party. When I saw the DJ playing these 
space age sounds and the way the whole dance 
floor was bouncing in sync. . . that moment is 
etched in my memory. Even then I didn’t think that 
this was something I could do. . . but it was one of 
those defining moments. 

WHAT YOU DO 

I ‘m a music producer, DJ and record label owner. 

I realised I want to make music after my first few 
jobs and haven’t looked back since. I started DJing 
at a clothes store in a mall in Delhi. It paid my bills 
and gave me time to learn music production. Then 
I got offered a job as a resident DJ in Almaty, Ka- 
zakhstan. I spent a year there before finally moving 
back to Delhi because my Dad wanted me to work 
on some of his projects. When I went back to a day 
job for some time, I found that I was not happy un- 
less I was doing music. 

WHAT YOU WERE TRAINED AS 
PROFESSIONALLY 

I graduated in economics from St. Xavier’s, 

Mumbai. At that time, options were limited. Most 
people did an MBA afterward but I kept looking 
at different creative options. I tried writing as well, 
briefly, but it was not to be. 

WHAT MADE YOU GIVE UP WHATEVER IT WAS 
YOU WERE PURSUING TO SWITCH TO YOUR 
CURRENT PROFESSION 

The pursuit of happiness. I wanted to feel a sense 
of purpose and nothing except music gave me 
that. I spent many years experimenting with syn- 
thesizers and software. There was no work at the 
time except Bollywood remixes for a DJ, so I tried 
my hand at that as well. Even then I knew I wanted 
to make original music and I couldn’t compromise 
for anything. 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE MOMENT WHEN YOU 
REALISED THAT YOU COULD MAKE THIS DREAM 
A REALITY 

There was no particular moment. In fact, I often 
doubted my ability as a musician and whether I 
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could survive on music. There were many dark 
and depressing days when one had to run after 
payments. But the alternative was even scarier be- 
cause I knew that I would never be happy in a nine 
to five job. So I just kept my head down and kept 
at it. I think the first moment was in 2000 when I 
released my first Psy trance album with my friend 
JP Dangmann, a French musician who moved to 
Delhi. The launch party went off really well and that 
gave me confidence that I was going the right way. 

HOW DO PEOPLE USUALLY REACT TO YOU 
WHEN YOU TELL THEM WHAT YOU DO 

They just see you at concerts and clubs DJing, 
having a blast and they are always envious. No one 
sees the hours of research and practice that we put 
in. As an artist you have to do pretty much every- 
thing yourself from creation to marketing to PR . 

IT’S BEEN FUN SO FAR... 

Most definitely. All the struggle and hardship made 
me stronger. I worked on my music and myself 
to ensure that I would always be at the top of my 
game . And above all, my love for music only gets 
stronger every day. I still wake up everyday with a 
smile on my face and walk into my studio with a 
bigger smile. It would not have been half as much 
fun if I didn’t have a great and supportive family 
and definitely the best friends in the world. They 
make it all worth while. 


^^The Elantra is a superbly designed 
car. My favourite feature is the air 
cooled front seats. I also love the 
fluidic looks that are totally stunning 
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JAYESH SACHDEV 


WHO YOU ARE 

Artist and co-founder of Quirk Box, a fashion and 
lifestyle label. 

WHAT YOU DO 

As an independent artist, I paint. I usually work 
with acrylic on canvas, on large sizes and have a 
gallery that manages my works and exhibits them 
worldwide. As the co-founder and creative head 
at Quirk Box, I am primarily responsible for the art 
and graphics that you see in the label. I double up 
as entrepreneur, sweeper, tailor or delivery boy. 
Quirk Box is a label born with the aim of introduc- 
ing art to a large demographic of people through 
alternate mediums such as fashion or merchandise. 

WHAT YOU WERE TRAINED AS 
PROFESSIONALLY 

I graduated from art school (Lasalle College of the 
Arts, Singapore) with a degree in communication 
design, that’s pretty much what I do. I communi- 
cate through design. 

WHAT MADE YOU GIVE UP WHATEVER IT WAS 
YOU WERE PURSUING TO SWITCH TO YOUR 
CURRENT PROFESSION 

Post high school, it was a fad to do your MBA or 
perhaps follow the herd and join the tech band- 
wagon; and with my father being a business man, 
there was a point it seemed liked it was expected 
of me to pursue a conventional path. Personally 
however, a nine to five job didn’t quite cut it for me. 
I knew I needed more, I need different, I needed my 
own terms. In school, I dabbled with art, but never 
to an extent of being inclined to pursue a career in 
it. But toying with computer graphics, initially only 
a means to occupy my high school days, turned 
into something I enjoyed. A realisation dawned that 
I was perhaps creatively inclined and I needed to 
pursue it. After failed attempts at finding a good 
design school in India at first, I eventually went 
abroad only to return five years later to start Em- 
blem, my design studio and soon after. Quirk Box, 
which instantly became a popular culture label. 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE MOMENT WHEN YOU 
REALISED THAT YOU COULD MAKE THIS DREAM 
A REALITY 

Before I went to art school, I briefly worked as a 
graphic designer with a music channel in Mumbai, 
and I realised I was an awful designer and needed 



to get my foundation right. Qnce in Lasalle, I was 
fortunate to find faculty that would nurture my 
eagerness to learn. Accolades and awards in art 
school instilled a confidence that made me realise 
this was my true calling. After working in Singa- 
pore in advertising, I decided I had a bigger path 
I wanted to chase, one of my own studio, and I 
headed back home to set up Emblem. While set- 
ting up Emblem, I started painting, and before I 
knew it, I was pursuing art as well. 

HOW DO PEOPLE USUALLY REACT TO YOU 
WHEN YOU TELL THEM WHAT YOU DO 

People do not quite comprehend that art is in fact 
a career path and not a hobby. When I tell people I 
am an artist, people often ask me, ‘Not your hobby, 
what do you do professionally?’. The only way to 
address that is to keep working hard until you no 
longer have to introduce yourself. 

IT’S BEEN FUN SO FAR... 

Incredibly. Qver the last three years, I have been 
occupied with Quirk Box, and with my very able 
partner, Rixi Bhatia, we have nurtured it into an 
absolutely bad ass baby, and it has been the most 
fun and enriching journey so far. 
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SAMIR NICHOLAS PATHAM 


WHO YOU ARE 

A quintessential nomad. On most official forms, 

I list my occupation as ‘mountaineering’, much to 
the confusion of the authorities processing the 
document. I spend 6- 8 months in a year with 
all my worldly possessions in a rucksack, with 
my feet leading me forward on a trail of mud or 
snow, the wind in my face and the sun above, 
free and untamed. 

WHAT YOU DO 

I am the founder director of Adventure-Pulse, 
an adventure travel company I run with my 
friend, Sauraj Jhingan. It’s an extension of our 
passion to explore remote, exotic locations and 
share that experience with like-minded people. 
We’ve led expeditions through the cold desserts 
of Ladakh, the high peaks and passes of Nepal, the 
frozen rivers of the Zanskar and the ancient forts 
of the Sahyadris. 

WHAT YOU WERE TRAINED AS 
PROFESSIONALLY 

I pursued a B.Sc degree from Mumbai University, 
while specialising in microbiology and virology. 

On graduating, I came to realise that a career in 
the pure sciences would entail having to continue 
with my M.Sc, followed by a Ph.D and perhaps 
higher education from abroad. So I instead 
got an MBA from the Symbiosis Institute of 
Management Studies, Pune, after which I worked 
at a multinational company called SITEL and 
then, Infosys. 

WHAT MADE YOU GIVE UP WHATEVER IT WAS 
YOU WERE PURSUING TO SWITCH TO YOUR 
CURRENT PROFESSION 

Coming home after the daily monotony of office. 

I’d watch travel shows on television, showcasing 
people living life to the fullest. Having been a 
sports and adventure enthusiast since childhood, 
the thought of seeing life slip away, without having 
anything to show for it, became unbearable. 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE MOMENT WHEN YOU 
REALISED THAT YOU COULD MAKE THIS DREAM 
A REALITY 

One day while in office, I received a call from Sauraj 
who was then working for a bank, asking me, 
“Trekking chale kya?’’. That call was to change our 


lives. We quit our respective organisations (much 
to the shock of our bosses), pooled in our finances, 
and led our very first trek to the Everest base 
camp, in April 2010, on a shoestring budget. Since 
that trek, there has been no looking back. 

HOW DO PEOPLE USUALLY REACT TO YOU 
WHEN YOU TELL THEM WHAT YOU DO? 

Surprise, astonishment, envy, pride and encour- 
agement - a plethora of emotions. We even have 
a few skeptics, who I eagerly encourage to join us 
on one of our adventures. As for the people who 
have trekked or climbed with us, they just can’t get 
enough. So we now have regular fans who eagerly 
wait for us to announce our next adventure desti- 
nation. For us, the real thrill of the job is to discover 
and explore new destinations and challenges, 
which most people only dream of doing. Our next 
big project, Everest Summit Expedition, will be 
leading an actual expedition team to the very sum- 
mit of Mount Everest in the April of 2015. 

IT’S BEEN FUN SO FAR... 

Travelling the world, enjoying the journey rather 
than obsessing about the destination, and just liv- 
ing life on my terms. What more can I ask for ? 


The new Elite 120 just blows nne 
away with its international looks. And 
then you step inside the luxurious 
interiors. It’s an amazing hatchback 
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A lot of us give in to the security and comfort of a nine-to- 
five lifestyle, without appreciating the precious moments 
of our lives slipping past us. And then there is this whole 
other kind of people who refuse to succumb to the robotic 
monotony of corporate structure. They pursue their passion 
and fashion it into a practical way of making a living, while 
still living the dream. And isn’t it a brilliant life when what 
you do for a living is actually your calling? Of course, the 
years of toil that it takes to get to the top can be gruelling. 
But the rewards you reap are manifold. 

At Hyundai, we’re always thinking of different, unique 
ways to make your life brilliant. Thinking beyond conformity 
and applying creative ideas to problems helps us deliver 
simpler, more effective solutions. Our salute to these men 
and women who adopt this same unconventional approach 
to life - Think different. Live Brilliant! 
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LIVE BRILLIANT WITH HYUNDAI 



SuiTs up 

Nothing beats spending a few days in the 
sun trying to catch some waves 
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HYUNDAI ELITE 120 

The Hyundai Elite i20 was a brilliant companion on our surfing getaway. It 
tackled the 1,600km round trip to the beach with effortless ease. The 1.4-litre 
diesel engine is refined and efficient and coupled to the six speed gear box, 
it was a great highway tool. The considerable time we spent in the car was 
made all the more exciting with the feature rich interiors of the car. The 2-din 
audio system and 8-speaker setup allowed us to enjoy our tunes streaming 
through the Bluetooth audio player and the 1GB built in memory. 




Canon 


All Images In this story were 
shot on a Canon EOS 6D with 
anEF24-105Lf/4ISUSM lens. 
We use this combination as It 
otters the best balance between 
high Image quality, high ISO 
performance while ottering a 
good zoom range. 
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Surfing is all about 
enjoying life on the 
seashore. 
Surfboards resting 
after the nnorning 
session. Tushar 
giving me my first 
surfing lesson. Ishita 
oatohesa nioe wave 
as the sun goes 
down 


I couldn’t think of anything more relaxing than 
spending a day at the beach gathering some 
rays and having a cool drink but then trust us 
humans to take a tranquil and peaceful place 
and make it a fast paced, adrenaline pumping 
playground. At least that’s what I thought surfing was 
about before I took my first surfing lesson. The sport of 
surfing was something that I’d always admired from afar, 
enjoying the many internet videos of ‘surfer dudes’ riding 
big waves in Hawaii but I finally decided it was time to 
take the plunge myself and so we headed out to the coast 
to catch some waves. Surf’s up, let’s hit the water. 

We first had to make our way from Mumbai to the 
town of Kemmannu, near Udupi in Karnataka. We 
made the 800 kilometre road trip in the new Elite iio 


and for November, the weather was a pleasant surprise. 
It was a cloudy day with light showers that continued 
through the day. The Elite iio made short work of the 
distance and the kilometres ticked off the odometer 
quickly. The iio is a great car for the open road and the 
smooth, efficient diesel engine and six speed gearbox 
was great for cruising down the NH4. When the road 
turned twisty as we neared the coast, it handled the 
twists and turns with equal ease. We reached our hotel 
late in the night and were quickly asleep. Surfing was 
not turning out to be quite as laid back as I thought and 
the early bird gets the wave or something, and that’s 
why we would be waking up at 6am the next morning. 
Who’s heard of waking up early in the morning to go to 
the beach? 


104 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 



TO ARTFULLY CARVE 
THROUGH THE WAVES 
ON A SURFBOARD TAKES 
YEARS OF PRACTICE BUT 
THEN EVERYONE HAS TO 
START SOMEWHERE 






This is how the 
village kids spend 
their tinne when there 
are no waves to 
catch. I catch my first 
wave. Tushar shows 
one of the local boys 
how it’s done 


Beginner’s lesson 

If you want to learn to surf, the day starts early and we 
were on the beach just after sunrise, ready for our first 
surfing lesson. Unlike most other adventure sports, 
unless you already know how to surf, it’s not quite an 
‘arrive and drive’ type of activity. You actually have to 
learn how to do it before you venture out on a board. 
And after my first lesson I realised why - it’s nowhere 
near as easy as the surfer guys and gals in the videos 
make it look. To artfully carve through the waves on 
a surfboard takes years of practice but then everyone 
has to start somewhere. There are a small number of 
surfing schools on both the east and west coast of India 
that are happy to introduce newcomers to this way of 
life. We visited the Shaka Surf Club that is run by Tushar 
Pathiyan and Ishita Malaviya. They show you the ropes 


and provide you with rented surfboards to get you 
started. They recommend that you spend at least three 
days learning the ropes on your first try so that you can 
grasp the basics thoroughly. 

After a quick theory lesson from Tushar, we hit 
the water and I spent the better part of the morning 
session finding my balance on the surfboard and 
learning how to paddle. The next step was standing 
up on the board and this was the really crucial step. 

It requires you to spring up from completely prone 
on the board to standing upright in one smooth 
motion - quickly enough so you don’t miss the wave 
and smooth enough so you don’t upset the balance of 
the board. For me the standing up bit was not quite 
that easy on account of the number of doughnuts 
I’ve put away over the years so standing up on the 


106 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 



surfboard would have to wait for later. The next few 
days were spent on the water, trying to catch my first 
wave. And when I did, the experience was like nothing 
else. I could feel the water grab hold of the surfboard, 
propelling me forward to the shore. I could feel the 
wind in my face and see the water rushing by. And 
in a flash, it was over and I knew one thing for sure, I 
wanted more. 

Hanging loose 

As I gained my balance and confidence on the board, 
things started to take on a more mellow hue and I 
started to relax. Once you get past the physicality of 
it, you start to appreciate how brilliant a sport surfing 
is. It was no longer as fast paced as I imagined. In fact 


things started to slow down rather than speed up. I 
now understand how so many people say that surfing 
is more of a lifestyle than a sport. As we bobbed up 
and down on our boards chatting with each other, 
we scanned the horizon for the next wave. Taking in 
the sun, soaking in the cool water and watching the 
fishing boats go out to sea. In surfer spiel, we were just 
‘hanging loose’ or ‘chilling out’ - living in the moment 
so to speak. 

And then the next wave rolled in and I heard Tushar 
shout, “paddle, paddle, paddle. . .” and I set out to try and 
catch it. I paddled my heart out and it still got away from 
me and I chide myself for messing up the timing. “Chill 
out dude”, says Tushar, “there’ll be another one along in 
no time.” H3 



TN 21 AT 4883^ 


The Shaka Surf Club 

facebook.com/TheShakaSurfClub 
Contact: Tushar +919986742710 
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RIDE 


INDIAN SCOUT 


Fast master 



The new Scout is here. A very big name returns to the Indian stable 


Words Shubhabrata Marmar 


B urt Munro worked on his Indian have already showed with the superb 

Scout at Invercargill at the Chief that they have the skills and intent 

bottom of the South Island needed to take tightly templated motorcycles 

of New Zealand. His bike to epic places whether in feel, ability or 
would go on to break the indeed quality, 
world speed records at the Bonneville Salt What the Scout is supposed to be is a 
Flats, clear across the world. I’m standing in middleweight cruiser. But a pure cruiser is a 
a parking lot about six days’ ride north of bit restrictive a definition when it comes to 
Invercargill in Auckland. And like him. I’m the Scout’s abilities. In the US, by the mid- 
about ride a Scout. weight definition, the Scout goes up against 

As you should know by now, the various the top Sportsters. But while the Harley 
magazines that have had saddle time on the world feeds off nostalgia and history, Indian 

Scout, all think the world of the bike. And says the Scout owes its aura to its history 

Indian have priced the fully imported Scout but is engineered as a fully modern current 
rather well too for India - ^11.99 lakh ex-Delhi day midweight. 

- the bookings have opened recently. So I’m That makes a whole lot of difference, 
in New Zealand hoping to be blown away. The 1133CC V-twin is brand new It owes 
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INDIAN SCOUT 


nothing, says Indian, to the Thunderstroke 
111 that powers the Chief. It uses a thoroughly 
modern eight-valve DOHC valvetrain, short- 
stroke, wide bore pistons and fuel injection, 
is counterbalanced and yes, water-cooled too. 
Ordinarily, that’s a combination that leads 
to a rewy, peaky engine. But as Indian are 
showing, this is a very effective combination 
when tuned relatively mildly to create a high 
and flat torque curve that refuses to dip even 
at redline. From 2,000 to 8,ooorpm, the 
Scout makes an even, thick gush of torque 
and peak power is over looPS as well. Add 
the weight advantage the Scout has over its 
peers and you know it’s going to be fast. 

The chassis, similarly, is very innovative. 
It uses a handful of aluminium castings that 
bolt to each other and to the engine to create 
the frame. I especially like the way the front 
‘downtube’ splits to hold the radiator. Fat 
forks up front and twin rear shocks round 
out a package while the wheels, by choice, 
are thick and fat, sort of like the Harley 
Forty-Eight has. 

Stand back and look at it and you’ve got 
to love that sense of modern, purposeful 
cruiser about the Scout. The tank has flat 
planes and sharp -ish edges as does the frame 
and all the bits. Like the original Scout, a lot 
of the detail on the engine cases and barrels 
clearly indicate what’s inside the cases. But 
the Scout, up close, isn’t perfect. The fake 


pushrod lines don’t go with the modern 
theme. The bikes I saw didn’t have the 
exquisite finish levels we consider normal 
for the Chiefs. We were told these were 
pre-production motorcycles and that was 
why there were still quality gaps that would 
disappear on the final models. Well, benefit 
of the doubt time. 

But all our concerns faded quickly once 
the engines were fired up. At idle, they 
sound lovely, albeit quiet and you cannot 
wait to get going. Once rolling, the flat 
torque curve manifests early and fast. In any 
gear, at any revs, rolling on the throttle with 
intent produces a headlong lunge forward 
that’s marvellous. Perhaps especially so, 
because you don’t expect the Scout to 
accelerate that kind of hard. You can rev it all 
that way to its redline if you like and enjoy 
still harder acceleration but even just surfing 
the torque produces intense, effortless 
acceleration. I certainly cannot remember 
a Sportster class Harley that surged forward 
this hard this easily. 

Our pre-production bikes, though, were 
far from perfect in feel. I rode at least four 
motorcycles and found the gearshift quality 
varied widely from sweet and positive to 
sticky and imprecise across the models. Other 
journalists I asked also noted differences 
between the bikes we were riding, which 
was unexpected. What really got to me is this 


safety system where the Scout’s fuel injection 
cuts power if the brake light is on. This is to 
prevent a new rider from having both power 
and brakes on at the same time. On one of the 
bikes I rode, the brake light switch was too 
aggressive and this meant I’d roll on the gas 
only to find first no power and then suddenly 
a lot of it. While the blame was laid on my 
liking for covering the levers, it appeared 
later that there had been other people who’d 
been through the same annoying process 
and hopefully, the final Scouts will use a less 
aggressive system rather than require people 
to ride without covering the levers. 

Once I found my rhythm and started to 
look past this bunch of pre-production bike 
issues, I started to really like the Scout. The 
roads we were riding were fast-ish twisting 
roads with many tight corners and some 
sweepers. The Scout with 31 degrees of lean 
angle is certainly able to grind its pegs down 
with authority. So feelsome is the chassis and 
so confident is the cornering that I cannot help 
but wonder how much nicer the Scout would 
have been if Indian had replaced the squared- 
off tyres with either a more aggressive profile 
or better yet, a tyre designed to maximise 
performance rather than the big-tyred look. 
Over some rippled corners, the Scout felt 
relatively stiff but the ride quality assessment, 
I think, I will save for later, until I get a 
production motorcycle here in India. 



A HIGH AND FLAT 
TORQUE CURVE 
THAT REFUSES TO 
DIP... FROM Z,000 
,_/^TO 8,000RPM, 

T|IE SCOUT MAKES 
EVEN, THICK 
GUSH OF TORQUE 





It wasn’t until much later that I noted how 
comfortable the tan leather solo saddle really 
is - eight-odd hours in the saddle, in almost 
one pretty specific riding position were 
dispatched with ease. 

Two days of riding later, it was time 
to head back home and look forward to 
testing the Scout back in India. Three 
things stood out to me. First, if the mildly 
inconsistent pre-production bikes were 
this fast and this confident in the corners, 
then the final versions will most certainly 
set new performance benchmarks for the 
cruisers. Second, the Scout looks unique, 
distinctive and I love the fact that it pays 


Heavily detailed, the Scout has a lot to look at 
and take in when you see it. The ornate engine 
cases and simple but modern styling both 
effectively point to its great performance and 
handling. For a CBU import, great price too 

only the fleeting homage to its past and 
revels in its present. 

But the third thing is actually more 
bittersweet. The Scout is not as impressive 
as the Chief at first taste. The Chief is this 
effortlessly classy, ebullient big cruiser. It 
blows away your preconceptions and forces 
you to look at it wide-eyed while your vision 
clouds with desire. 

The Scout, in comparison, is like a very 


good motorcycle. It’s got tremendous 
capability but that all-pervasive elan of the 
Chief eludes it. It’s the difference between 
very impressive and almost magical. E3 


Indian Scout 


Type 

Liquid-cooled llSOcc V-twin 

Max power 

lOOPS (estd, not claimed) 

Max torque 

97.7Nm@5,900rpm 

Tyres 

130/90-16/150/80-16 

Kerb weight 253kg 

Price 

m.99lakh ex-Delhi 

+ Performance, design, handling 


- Tiny dealership network in India 







2014 TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD LT 


Smooth 


We were so comfortable on this behemoth 
that we only turned around after putting 
400 kilometres on the odo 


Words Alan D'Cruz Photography Varun Anchan 
















Canon 


All Images In this story were 
shot on a Canon EOS 6D with 
anEF24-105Lf/4ISUSM lens. 
We use this combination as It 
offers the best balance between 
high Image quality, high ISO 
performance while offering a 
good zoom range. 


T he Jlmnderbird LT is a light- for your (and everyone else’s) attention. The 

tourer’ that Triumph built to tall windscreen, pillion back rest and leather 

break the strangle hold that saddle bags clearly state that this is a motor- 

Harley-Davidson have on the cycle for the open road. It’s also one of those 

American cruiser market and motorcycles that urge you to keep them 

it’s targeted squarely at the HD Road King clean, just so you can spend hours looking at 

Classic in particular. This battle finds a new your reflection in all that chrome or admire 

stage in India now but that’s fodder for a com- the gloss of the two tone Caspian Blue/Crys- 

parison that we’ll bring you at a later date. For tal White paint job - obsessive compulsive 

a first impression we took the Thunderbird cleaners and Parsis, you have been warned. 

LT for a ‘small’ 400 kilometre spin to find out You may spend more time with this motor- 

what this stunning Brit brings to the cruiser cycle stationary than out on the road, 

loving Indian market. Swing a leg over the low seat (700mm) 

Like the classic tourer that it hopes to and your nether regions are cupped in a nice 

better, the beautiful Triumph has clean lines wide comfortable berth. Triumph have made 

with large fenders, cushy seat, tall wide bars the seat out of multiple density foam layers 

and a sea of chrome that make taking detail that they say offer great support and comfort, 

shots a photographer’s nightmare. In the The riding position is generous though short- 

flesh it’s a really large motorcycle that begs er riders might find it a little too stretched 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 113 








RIDE 


2014 TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD LT 


For my 5’9” frame it was fairly comfort- 
able. Thumb the starter and the 1699 CC paral- 
lel twin sparks to life with a burble. The 270 
degree firing order does give the twin a dis- 
tinct v-twin like offbeat note but it’s a fairly 
soft tune, rd prefer the soundtrack to my ride 
to be turned up a few notches on the amp. 

Pull away and you’d be hard pressed to be- 
lieve that this is a large powerful cruiser, that 
is at least from the throttle response perspec- 
tive. The progressive throttle gives a smooth 
and gentle response at low speeds making it 
a very easy motorcycle to control and you 
won’t find yourself lurching forward in traffic 
every time you get on and off the throttle. It 
does feel a little heavy at low speeds despite 
the wide handle bars though nowhere as in- 
timidating as its 380 kilogram kerb weight 
sounds. Thankfully the low seat height al- 
lows you to plant both feet flat on the tarmac 
so things never get out of hand. 


The Thunderbird LT loves the open road 
and once the traffic on the way out of Delhi 
cleared, I was able to let all 94 horses out to 
play. The engine revs smoothly with just a 
few vibrations kicking in near the top and 
quite un-cruiser like, there is a little top end 
kick to reward you for accelerating through 
the gears. Once in the tall sixth gear, things 
calm down and I found a sweet spot around 
the iio-i2okmph mark where the whole 
package felt happiest. It can hold faster speeds 
but I found that over iqokmph, the vibra- 
tions and the wind noise started to become 
a distraction. The large windscreen kept the 
wind off my shoulders but my head did get 
some light buffeting, not enough to make it a 
concern though. The positive trade off is that 
you can see the road over the tall windscreen 
rather than having to look through it, which 
is great in general and crucial in the rain. 

For such a large motorcycle, the Triumph 


Try spotting Varun’s reflection in all that 
chrome. Large dials are simple and easy to read. 
The twin 310mm discs are great stoppers. The 
best seats in the business? 

handles really well but like all cruisers, it 
grinds its floor boards way too soon. With 
this long and heavy a motorcycle, it’s no 
surprise that it’s stable too. In fact, when 
leaned over it has a slight eagerness to right 
itself. Not so much that you feel like it wants 
to run wide but just enough that you lose all 
fear that it will tip over in the corner. Another 
confidence inspiring trait is the brakes. The 
310mm dual front discs bring things to a stop 
surprisingly easily. There’s not too much feel 
from the lever but it would require a really 
heavy hand to activate ABS. The rear brakes 
bite nicely too but I hardly needed to use 
them on the ride. 

The Triumph scores great on comfort 
and I have to say that the multiple density 
cushion seat is one of the most comfortable 
perches I have experienced on a motorcycle. 
I had no aches and pains after the first day 
of riding, having covered a good 400-odd 
kilometres and just stopping twice, once to 
refuel and then, for a snack. It’s not just down 


FOR SUCH A LARGE MOTORCYCLE THE 
TRIUMPH HANDLES REALLY WELL 
BUT LIKE ALL CRUISERS, IT GRINDS 
ITS FLOOR BOARDS WAY TOO SOON 
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to the seat either, the dual rate springs of the 
Showa shocks absorb all but the sharpest of 
bumps and made for a comfortable ride. The 
large 22 litre fuel tank gives the LT a nice 300 
kilometre range and you’ll be comfortable 
enough in the saddle to ride all of them 
without stopping. Our photographer, Varun 
also spent some time on the pillion perch 
as we searched the outskirts of Ajmer for a 
place to shoot and he rates it as one of the 
best he’s had to sit on. 

At ^15.75 lakh ex-Delhi, it’s quite a stretch 
for the Indian cruiser enthusiast but at that 
price you do get a great comfortable long dis- 
tance cruiser that will keep you entertained 
both on the road and parked in your garage. 
Just be prepared to answer the never ending 
stream of “how much?” and “mileage?” ques- 
tions whenever you do pullover. HD 


Triumph Thunderbird LT 


Type 

1699cc, parallel-twin, DOHC 

Max power 

94PS@5,400rpm 

Max torque 

151Nm@3,550rpm 

LxWxH 

2546x956x1225mm 

Kerb weight 380kg 

Price 

^15,75 lakh (ex-Delhi) 

+ Long legs, comfortable seat, looks 


- Price, draws a lot of attention 








Sweet surrender 

Honda’s CB500X is a motorcycle that you’re going to want to own 

Words Shubhabrata Marmar 


T he Honda CB500X reminds 
me of Arvind Prabhakar, 
or Aroo, as we all refer to 
Halley’s elder brother. This is 
the first thought that flashed 
through my head as I rode out of the Blue 
Wing Honda offices near the airport in 
Auckland, New Zealand. The more I rode, 
the more this thought got reinforced. 

I guess now you need a little more 
context right? We rode with Aroo to one of 
the TWO Track Schools. He was mounted 
on his Honda CBR250R (with, never forget, 
stiffened front forks). He proved to be a 
competent, effortless looking highway 


rider and was among the fastest students at 
the school. Today he runs a touring outfit 
called Indus Rider and we’ve had many a 
conversation which end up at a desire for 
adventure-ish touring friendly platform. 

Well, Aroo, I’ve found the bike for you. 
While KTM’s forthcoming - now delayed 
- adventure 200/390 is what everyone 
is waiting for, the CB500X is the perfect 
touring motorcycle for India. Here’s why. 

It’s a cold, rainy sort of day in New 
Zealand and this kind of weather is not 
uncommon here but you’d rather have it dry. 

That’s because of the roads they make 
here. They’re cheap roads because the 


population is low and traffic densities 
outside urban areas are - by our standards 
- laughable. So you get these grippy but 
abrasive roads that use a thick layer of hard 
stone chips as the top surface. The problem 
is when it gets hot, heavier vehicles push the 
chip back into the tar and you get these shiny 
patches that are super slippery. You’ll see as 
many Slippery When Wet signs as you’ll see 
cows and sheep. And as I was warned, you 
take them seriously. 

So when you’re headed crossed up into a 
left-hander somewhere in Middle Earth two 
hours east of Auckland, you’re not a happy 
camper. I can feel that greasy sensation of 




RIDE 


HONDA CB500X 


In construction and engineering, the CB500X is 
a simple design that adds a little more travel, 
more relaxed steering geometry and a 
marginally longer wheelbase to the 47PS, 471cc 
twin cylinder Honda CB500 platform 


the sliding rear and that even more alarming 
feel of an unattached front. Falling off a 
motorcycle is part of the game. But you do 
not want it to happen in the middle of a 
cold rain, in a corner about two hours from 
anywhere with not a human in sight. 

But that’s the beauty of the CB500X. It’s like 
a two-wheeled reassurance policy. A moment 
later, the wheels are back in line and the sweet 
Honda engine returns to its quiet hum like 


nothing untoward happened. All that remains 
of that moment is some sweat on my brow. 
Which the cold wind quickly flicks away. 

In design and engineering, the CB500X 
isn’t a dramatic leap forward. The X was the 
last of the 500 platform motorcycles to come 
after the R sportsbike and the F naked (which 
I’m told is a full-on laugh -a-thon to ride). It 
uses the same nearly square 471 CC parallel 
twin, a counterbalanced, fuel injected liquid 


cooled beauty with four valves per cylinder 
and twin overhead cams. 

The diamond-type chassis is different 
(from the F and R), but only slightly. The 
front suspension travel is a bit longer though 
the rear monoshock remains the same as the 
F and the R. A slightly more relaxed steering 
geometry brings with it more trail and a 
slightly longer wheelbase. 17-inch wheels 
show it’s meant to be a road bike and braking 
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great big smile on my face, this is not a story 
that ends with me telling you that Honda is 
bringing this motorcycle to India. As of now 
it is just a brilliant motorcycle. I can see a lot 
of Indian motorcyclists I know taking to the 
Honda CB500X like fish to water. 

We know that the Honda 500 platform 
was made with emerging markets like ours 
and Ai licence class (like in New Zealand) 
in mind. We also know that while Honda 
intends to assemble the CBR650F from next 
year, it’s not revealed any hint of plans for the 
CBR300R or the 500. So claiming that the 
Thai-made 500X is coming to India would 
be presumptuous. But what is clear to me is 
that the CB500X would fit India beautifully. 
It would feel downright luxurious on broken 
roads, commute fuss -free and cover big 
distances like it was born to do it. It’s been 
a while since I met a Honda this nice. Let’s 
hope we meet again soon, X. E 3 


is handled by a 320mm wave disc up front. 
In that sense, it’s a simple, unpretentious 
motorcycle. 

But it’s a beauty. It sounds like every 
Honda does. The engine is quiet and hum- 
ful while at low speeds you hear more of 
the transmission than the actual engine. 
But you’ll never feel a vibe in the bars 
(tested up to a very naughty iqokmph). 
It’ll sit at whatever speed you choose with 
an easygoing charm and I can tell you that 
the four-five hours I rode it, I enjoyed the 
engine’s sweet nature thoroughly. I was 
lulled into thinking that the engine was lazy 
because of the quietness and sweetness of 
the power. But once you start wringing the 
throttle, you realise that the engine produces 
its 47PS without effort. The revs rise on the 
digital tachometer very rapidly and you’ll get 
to a lookmph very, very quickly indeed. In 
that sense, you’ll realise that the nature of the 
44PS in KTM’s 390 is just one flavour of fast. 
Honda’s 47PS is much quieter, more poised 
and in some ways, a flavour that’s more 
likely to be a universal favourite. 

Indeed, the sales of the other Honda X 
bikes, the NCs have shown that this tarmac- 
oriented adventure tourer is actually a 
persuasively versatile motorcycle format 
which can handle commuting, 
erranding and touring with 
remarkable grace. 


As for me, I mounted a substantial camera 
bag on the back seat (but these aren’t my 
pictures - it was a dark grey day and only I 
seem to love the pictures I took) and headed 
towards a place called Clevedon. This is a 
place where the oceanside roads are largely 
curvaceous but not super tight. A place where 
the Honda could stretch its legs but the chassis 
would have to bring its A-game as well. I even 
managed to ignore my GPS and find a gravel- 
topped mining trail to wobble down. 

And through it all, the Honda was the 
sweetest, most reassuring motorcycle I’ve 
ridden in ages. It was never out of sorts 
or out of its depth. After the rain started 
and the road began to get really slippery, 
the confidence of the chassis and the 
compliance of the engine allowed me to ride 
at a pace I wouldn’t otherwise attempt this 
far away from help and backup. 

And that’s when I realised why I thought 
of Aroo. You see, Aroo who does big 
distances on his bikes, but rides a lot of short 
rides in Goa where he lives, needs a quiet, 
versatile sort of bike that can hack the tight 
bylanes of Goa as well as the variable state 
of our Indian big roads. He likes Hondas by 
nature. He wants his bikes to be fast but not 
loud. Graceful but not slow. Sweet but not 
decadent. He will love the CB500X. 
While I rode the bike through 
Kiwi town and country with a 


Honda CB500X 


Type 

8v DOHC 471cc parallel twin 

Max power 

47PS@8,500rpm 

Max power 

43Nm@7,000rpm 

LxWxH 

2095x830x1290mm 

Kerb weight 195kg 

Price 

^5.1 lakh (in New Zealand) 

+ Power, feel, handling, appeal... long list! 


- Cannot confidently say it’s coming here 




Af-fourdable! 

Benelli’s BNGOOi gleams with the promise of an affordable inline four cylinder motorcycle 

Words Shubhabrata Marmar Photography Varun Anchan 


T he inline four has always 
been a motorcycle engine 
format that we Indians have 
liked. I remember the time 
when all the big bikes were 
grey market and the inline fours with their 
smooth hum and lusty high-rev wails 
received the most attention and carried the 
highest prices. Once legal CBUs arrived, 
the situation changed a bit with the twins 
being the most affordable but the four was 
what we craved deep down. Now, DSK 
and Benelli may just have the solution - an 


affordable inline four cylinder motorcycle 
in the BN6ooi. The beauty of the BN is that 
it isn’t just one naked motorcycle alone. The 
BN is a 600CC inline-four based platform 
that includes, for example, the GT which is 
a touring motorcycle and more. So while we 
will talk about the i here, it won’t be the only 
affordable four if it all goes to plan. 

Visually, the BN6ooi looks good. 
Benellis have lost some of the spectacular 
detail that made bikes like the TNT or the 
Tornado such icons though. In that way 
the 6ooi is a bit anonymous. On the other 


hand it is muscular and has the forward 
tank extensions that seem to be a Benelli 
theme now. Overall finish levels are pretty 
decent but a Honda the bike clearly isn’t. 
The BN is made in China, of course, but let 
that be a lesson. Everything made in China 
isn’t automatically dirt-cheap quality. The 
BN proves the Chinese can do more than 
just walk shamelessly into places they 
really shouldn’t. Er, can do more than 
cheap as chips quality. 

On the move, the BN continues to be 
appealing. The 82PS inline four sounds 
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throttle for progress, but as the revs rise, you 
need to open the gas less and less. Owners 
^Will not have any trouble with this - they’ll 
jp^t learn the modulation quirk. People who 
V^^regularly, switch bikes - like us - will have to 


is quite luxurious for a machine this fast. It 
absorbs bumps really well and if I were to 
use the Ninja 650 as a reference, the BN feels 
softer by a small margin. 

We didn’t get to really push the bike in 


But the fact is that the Benelli promises 
to be a versatile, gentle-natured middle- 
weight naked that holds a lot of promise. 
It has enough power to keep you interested 
as well as realistic ride quality that should 


THE82PS INLINE^ 
FOUR SOUNDS 
TERRIFIC. ALMOST 
ILLEGALLY LOUD 
AS STOCK 








terrific. Almost illegally loud as stock. That’s 
one of the reasons why smaller towns - 
where motocycles are more about the show 
than go - will love it. There’s enough power 
too and temperamentally, the bike is calm as 
well. Rather likeable even. 

But I found the throttle less than linear. 
At low revs, you need to open quite a lot of 


spend the first five minutes relearning the 
Benelli’s throttle response. 

But out on the highway or when 
negotiating traffic on the street, the BN felt 
calm and comfortable. The engine has the 
torque to keep the pace up out on the road 
and riding the BN is easy. 

Part of the natural feel is the ride which 


the corners to see if the soft setup would get 
in the chassis’ way but at street and highway 
speeds, there is certainly nothing amiss. 

The motorcycle here, of course, has not 
been through Indian homologation just yet. 
Which means you might actually see a small 
change in power and feel once it’s tuned 
slightly to meet our tight emissions norms. 



allow the motorcycle to make India’s 
famously battered roads a comfortable 
home. I am looking forward to riding the 
other platform brothers of this 600 to see 
how they fall into place. 

The questions that remain are few but 
extremely important. First of course is what 
changes in the process of homologation 
beyond the arrival of the saree guard and 
the front number plate. Second is the 
product quality once the BNs are assembled 
at DSK Benelli in India. This, I’m sure 
shouldn’t be too different from this bike’s 
because DSK’s learnt heaps since it started 
assembling Hyosungs. 

The big question really is reliability. And 
that I have no clear answer yet. Whether 
the BN will turn out to be a temperamental 
motorcycle like the Italians of yore or a 


Most Benellis seem to have the same 
instrument cluster, luckily they’re a clear, 
no-fuss design. The inline four should be a big 
selling point, especially if DSK Benelli price the 
bike right. We do wish the fairing was as 
distinctive in design as the rest of the BNGOOi 

smooth running Honda-esque beauty, is 
something no one can predict. 

I’m hoping it’s the latter for the simplest 
of reasons. Honda will start assembling the 
CBR650F from next year. That’s an inline 
four and you can bet it’ll be Honda-esque. 
But because it is a Honda, it will probably 
not be cheap either. The Benelli offers the 
tantalising prospect of a genuine inline 
four in a flourish of role-specific models 
priced well. DSK Benelli are still refusing 
to discuss pricing as I write this but even if 
they matched the twin cylinder Ninja 650 at 


^5.5 - 6 lakh, it’s good four-cylinder value. 
I’d actually expect a lower price because 
Benelli isn’t as big or reputed a brand. 

Which, if you think about it, makes 
for a whole lot of motorcycle for not a lot 
of money. Can’t wait to see how the story 
evolves and to road test the Indian spec 
BN6ooi. Exciting times! [33 




Benelli BN600i 


Type 

16v DOHC 600cc inline four 


Max power 

82PS@ll,500rpm 


Max torque 

52Nm@10,500rpm 


LxWxH 

2160x800x1180mm 


Kerb weight 208kg 


Price 

^5 - 5.5 lakh estimated 


+ Sound, temperament, ride quality 


- Too early in the day for negativity 
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Network 
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BENELLI TNT 899 



The 899 might be the^^^ller of the-tNTs but it’s 
fast and explosive andVblp’re going to want one 


Words Shubhabrata Marihar Photography Var^n Anchan 
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looking bike with its rough, clattery voice. 
See me now because you won’t for long. 

Lights go green, clutch comes out, revs go 
up and we’re off in a tearing hurry accom- 
panied by a storming roar that turns out to 
be the intake. At higher revs, the 121PS 899 
sounds glorious. Almost like all the V8 cars 
sound on tinny computer speakers when 
they’re at full chat on Youtube. 

It’s an addictive noise that will make you 
want to bring the willing and capable engine 
back to redline as often as humanly pos- 
sible. When the road permits, you’ll keep the 
throttle as pinned as you dare, keep feeding 
the motor gear after gear and it’ll keep snort- 
ing and honking like there’s no tomorrow. 
Eventually, the floating escape pod will be 
reading some ridiculously large number and 
you’ll back off with a sigh - partly of relief 
and partly of exasperation with our roads. 

In nature, the 899 is every inch an Italian 
machine. It wants to vai-vai-vai all the time 
and tutto over the place. Throttle response is 
super-crisp and the engine’s response is ex- 
tremely direct and immediate. You will need 
some time to adjust to how fast the power 
builds once you have the gas open, but short- 
ly thereafter it will start to feel as natural as 
rain during the monsoons. 

The chassis, similarly, is super sporty. The 
basic constituents are Benelli trademarks. 
The main frame is two deeply red tubes on 
each side that form a curvaceous set of spars 
the engine is hung from. They culminate in 
chunky alloy pivot plates. The swingarm 
is another set of curving tubes, this time 
braced by an underslung trellis, all in that 
alarmingly scarlet hue that ends in a delight- 
fully ornate axle mount. 

In feel, the chassis is sort of like the en- 
gine. Wide bars and a fairly upright position 
make changing direction very easy and the 
TNT will flick from upright to leaned over 
with no resistance or effort. Just think about 
it and it’ll happen. On my short ride, I didn’t 


Y ou swing into the saddle and 
you notice that the instru- 
ments are a compact unit al- 
most awash in a sea of black 
plastic. And that the whole 
unit hangs in front of the motorcycle like a 
futuristic escape pod. The link to the head- 
stock is thin when seen from the saddle. Al- 
most as if, at some point, if you’re not going 
fast enough, it’ll get bored and float away. 

Then you notice the seat. You’re wedged 
into the skinny-slinky waisted part of the 
motorcycle. Above your legs is a sculpted 
tank on what looks like a very wide motor- 
cycle. But very wide the motorcycle simply 
is not. It might have the figure of Chyna, but 
it seems to have the waist from a black and 
white picture of Audrey Hepburn. 

Behind you, the tail end is almost an af- 
terthought. But it’s an Italian afterthought so 
there’s careful detailing and a lot of sculpting. 
But very little mass. Substantial, or promis- 
ing the pillion seat is not. The twin underseat 
exhausts and the lovely detail of the tail lamp 
ensure you know this bike comes from the 
little shoe that sticks out of Europe into the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

It’s just as explosive to ride as well. It 
bursts into a busy, lively idle and you can 
tell that it’s nearly an inline four in the way it 
hums but clearly not a four because the idle 
is gruff and never settles into that smooth 
hum. And once the radiator fans kick in, 
the noise actually gets worse - the radiator 
adds a clattery dimension to the sound that 
reminded me strongly of a dry clutch-ed 
motorcycle. The sound of the fans and all 
is further amplified by the simple fact that 
the TNT (like the Tornado) doesn’t use a 
conventional radiator placement. The two 
radiators with their fans and much venting 
are stuck to the side of the tank forming the 
trademark Benelli tank extensions. 

If you’re standing at the lights, prepare 
to rock everyone’s world with your insecty 


There’s nothing else that looks like the TNT. The 
side-slung radiators with their fans make a 
clatter at idle but the bike sounds mint on the 
move. Think loads of sonorous intake roar. 
Simple instruments go in the pod and that rear 
end is as skimpy as it comes - Kim Kardashian 
could learn a thing or two from the TNT 
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RIDE 


BenelliTNT899 

Type 12v DOHC 899cc inline triple 


Max power 121PS@9,500rpm 


Max torque 88Nm@8,000rpm 


LxWxH 2100x790x1050mm 


Kerb weight 202kg 


Price ^7-9 lakh estimated 


Power, performance, handling 


- Ride quality 


get that sense of precision I was looking for 
but I would reserve that opinion until I’ve 
had more time with the bike, ideally at a 
racetrack. The TNT is, beyond all doubt, a 
thriller. The chassis responds fast and hard 
and it wants to be ridden like that. It’s almost 
as if the chassis is out to make the tyres work 
for a living and won’t take no for an answer. 

Unfortunately, that kind of response 
also demands a stiff ride quality so that the 
suspension doesn’t absorb or mitigate parts 
of your inputs. So when you hit bumps, 
the TNT lets you know. It’ll jitter and crash 
through them. It doesn’t feel like it’s fragile 
but it clearly feels sporty and stiff and wants 
the road to be perfect if possible. Given how 
nice it feels on great roads, this is a trade-off 
that I, as a prospective owner, would prob- 
ably make without too much thinking. 

A sharp insecty motorcycle with loads 
of power and a sting in the tail sounds 
awesome, right? It gets better. As we go to 
press, DSK Benelli are yet to reveal the plan 
but chances are they will be assembled in 
India, which should make the TNT 899 quite 
affordable. If I had a gun to my head. I’d say 
^7-9 lakh for a properly hard-edged Italian 
sport-naked would be a good deal. 


Almost too soon for my liking, it was 
time to swing out of the saddle and return 
the motorcycle to DSK Benelli. I expect 
minor changes to the engine tune for our 
emissions and for the TNT to sprout a 
saree guard and a front number plate. But 
that’s the trial by erm, fire that it has to go 
through before it becomes something you 
and I can purchase and enjoy. And I, for 
one, cannot wait. HD 


BENELLI TNT 899 
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TEST 


KTM RC 390 


Raring to race 

The RC 390 is a supremely sharp and focussed motorcycle that demands but rewards greatly 

Words Shubhabrata Marmar Photography Suresh Narayanan 


R oad tests are best kept to 
known roads. That allows 
you to control the variables 
and have muscle-memory’d 
benchmarks of effort, re- 
sponse and various other nuances of motor- 
cycles. The stuff that we like to dig through in 
road tests. 

So when I got the chance to ride the KTM RC 
390 in India, I decided to hit one of my favou- 
rites. An old busy highway that’s been replaced 
by a wider, shinier one and is mostly ignored. It 
could almost be metaphor for the motorcycle, 
no? Could the RC 390 have made the Duke 390 
redundant? I snip that thought at the root be- 
cause I know Halley and Rishaad are working 
on that and I shouldn’t go there mentally. We’ve 
an RC 390 to test after all. Let’s begin. 

DESIGN, BUILD AND FINISH 

The hot flashes of the first rides are still fresh so 
there’s not much needed by way of describing 
the design of the RC, right? 

To me the standout features are quite 
obvious. The tailpiece, a piece of matte 
black PVC foam that’s bolted to the higher 
new subframe is a piece of art. It makes the 
sportsbike look complete by resembling a 
single-seater and yet, it’s soft foam so it can 
actually function as a pillion seat. Of course. 


sportsbike pillion seats are more for the 
show than for the go so whether the seat ac- 
tually seats is actually beside the point. 

I also really like the new face. The two pro- 
jectors placed next to each other and housed in 
that sharp fairing look very purposeful without 
allowing too much anthropomorphising in the 
sense of happy face or purposeful face. I’m also 
a fan of the clear plastic top fairing as an idea 
though we will return to it later and see it in a 
not so positive light. 

Finally, I rather like the indicators in the 
mirror stalks and the short bit at the back with 
the lights. I suspect it’ll all come off easily so 
that the RC 390 can be turned into a stripped 
down race bike very quickly. And then back to 
a streetbike just as fast. 

Build quality is pretty solid as we’ve seen on 
the 390 Duke and despite the significantly in- 
creased amount of plastic, I suspect the RC 390 
will remain a largely clatter free motorcycles. 
Both Halley and Rohit’s RCs did develop an ini- 
tial clatter - 1 understand that was fixed at first 
service but it has returned. 

I do think the finish levels can be improved, 
though this is a design issue rather than an over- 
sight. There are places where the inverted na- 
ture of the black plastic is not fully covering the 
clear bits. At these places, the RC’s fairing looks 
like it has some sort of a piece missing. The satin 


black finish largely hides these places (like the 
leading edges of the tank) but a lighter colour 
will quickly draw your eyes to them. These bits 
are particularly jarring because when you con- 
sider that these are part of the same motorcycle 
that features such a precise meeting of the fair- 
ing plastic and the exhaust tip. 

As an owner, there’s little to complain about 
but as an aesthete or someone with an eye for 
detail, the KTM RC 390 is a curious mix of the 
precise and the apparently half-formed. 

ENGINE, PERFORMANCE AND 
ECONOMY 

The powertrain is perhaps the most familiar 
part of the motorcycle so I will rush through 
it. Apart from changes in the intake routing, 
the 373. 2CC engine is absolutely identical to the 
Duke’s. It makes the same 43.5PS at the same 
9,ooorpm and the torque flows down the 
same path to the rear wheel through the same 
unchanged gearbox and gearing. It just has to 
carry an additional 12kg around and at higher 
speeds, has the advantage of a more slippery 
shape to pierce the air with. 

So it is not unexpected that the RC sounds 
more or less like the Duke. On the motorcycle, 
the fairing muffles the sound of the engine 
and that makes the motorcycle sound quieter 
and less harsh. This, I like. On the flip side, the 
fairing also seems to direct the sound of the 
running fan straight up at you so on a quieter, 
slower ride through traffic, it will sound like 
you’re riding a high speed fan. 

In performance terms, we weren’t expect- 
ing too much of a difference between the 390 
Duke and this motorcycle and there isn’t. Ini- 
tial acceleration favours neither motorcycle 
but once the wind resistance kicks in, the RC 
390 is quicker. Sustained high speeds will be 
easier on the RC but that’s a matter of being 
behind the fairing rather than actual pow- 
ertrain benefits accruing. 

Ridden hard, the engine is different in feel 
though. Perhaps it’s just the weight or just a 
slight difference in the throttle spring or cam, 
but the RC 390 feels calmer and more precise 
to use than the Duke. Good, smooth throttle 
work produces direct and measured respons- 
es and in that sense, the RC 390 feels like it 
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OD Rating 

Price ^2.34 lakh 

on-road Mumbai 
+ Brilliant handling 
+ Looks fantastic 
+ Great value 
- Painful seat 


Not for everyone 


1 






Digital dials are straight off the Duke. New 
footpeg assembly and levers look great and 
should be more resistant to breaking. Smart 
indicators mounted on solid mirror stalks. Gor- 
geous tail lamp between hidden grab recesses 

wants precision a lot more than the Duke. 

The gearbox, similarly, is light and pre- 
cise and the new levers should be less prone 
to snapping in half in slow speed tipovers. If 
you thought the boot-lever purchase area was 
skimpy on the Duke, though, the RC doesn’t 
add more lever room. Personally, this has 
never been an issue, but then I’ve never ridden 
any of these bikes in normal shoes, sneakers, 
chappals and what have you. And I’m not in- 
clined to either. 

Economy reflects the advantage of having 
a fairing and the RC is marginally more effi- 
cient than the Duke on the highway but a little 


less efficient in town. Overall figures are close 
enough not to make a difference. 

RIDE, HANDLING AND BRAKING 

This is the juicy part of the test. In essence, the 
Duke and the RC share the main body of the 
trellis frame but wear visibly different rear 
subframes. The RC’s kicks up higher and is a 
smidgen longer in length. But the big change 
is up front, where the RC tucks the front wheel 
in a bit and has a sharper steering angle. This 
has the knock-on effort of raising the centre of 
gravity, cutting the trail and wheelbase down by 
27mm apiece. These sound like minor changes 
but when combined with a front fork that has 
less travel and is setup stiffer and fake clip-on 
bars that not only offer less leverage but are also 
closer to the axle, you have a dramatically differ- 
ent machine on your hands . 


Where the Duke is all instant response and 
general hooning about, the RC 390 is much, 
much calmer in disposition and much harder 
to unsettle. It steers slower than the Duke and 
ends up feeling more natural to use after you 
get past the jump in steering effort that the 
narrower bars require. 

The higher centre of gravity allows the 
motorcycle to go from vertical to leaned 
over till the squared off bottom of the fairing 
grinds down in a flash. But like the steering, 
this movement happens quickly while 
feeling completely natural. It’s as if the ability 
has been retained but the intensity and 
franticity (there’s a word I can call my own) 
have been dialed back. 

What that means is that the RC 390 really 
sparkles when the hand making the steering 
and throttle inputs is calm and measured. It 
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doesn’t offer the instant gratification that the 
looser, angrier Duke offers but in mature hands, 
there’s an even tempered precision and quick 
reflexes that are extremely rewarding to use. 

Naturally, the short travel up front and 
the stiffer damping means ride quality 
suffers and while the RC 390 is far, far from 
the hardest setup we have tested, the Duke is 
clearly better equipped to hammer past bad 
roads than the RC. 

Braking, again, is better on the RC. The 
RC’s more connected feel makes it easier to 
get hard-hard-hard on the brakes with full 
confidence knowing that the excellent ABS 
system will kick in if your sense of traction 
doesn’t quite coincide with the real world. 
That said, I would still like KTM to offer more 
initial bike and a more aggressive ramp up of 
brake force. There’s no lack of brake power 


right now, but it doesn’t feel turned up to 11 
like the rest of the motorcycle. 

But forget the specifics for a moment. 
The biggest advantage of riding the RC is the 
amount of feedback it gives you and how 
plugged in you feel. Whether it’s the sensa- 
tion of the rear hooking up or the front-end 
digging in as you turn in, that sense of what’s 
going on is wonderful to access and it allows 
you to use the capable chassis and marvellous 
Metzeler tyres for hard cornering with great 
confidence. In that sense, if I were consider- 
ing buying an RC, it would be for this feel and 
the cornering capability rather than any other 
single aspect of the motorcycle. 

FEATURES, USEABILITYAND 
OWNERSHIP 

Like the 390 Duke, the RC 390 has a 
reasonably good spread of features. I’ve come 
to like the all-digital orange-lit clocks. People 
have noted that the digital tacho is hard to 
read. In my experience, you get used to it and 
can eventually see it flashing across the top 
of the screen without effort. Bigger would be 
better, but the tacho works. The RC has some 
storage space under the rider’s seat but it isn’t 
significant. And that’s it. 

In useability, the RC 390 clearly has issues. 
The seat for one is hard and badly shaped. 
On the Duke, we’ve come to accept an inter- 
minably long acclimatisation followed by an 
equally long span where the hard, flat seat 
feels near-perfect. On the RC, the curved top 
of the seat will quickly reduce your backside 
to tears. I was expecting the forward and low 
bars (well, relatively speaking) to define how 
long you could ride the bike. Turns out, your 
wrists have a far easier time than your behind. 

The other issue is minor, but you should 
pay attention. Between the shape of the seat, 
tank top and pillion seat, there is almost no 
space to securely keep a helmet on the bike. 
My default solution is to put the Shoei on the 
ground, but I’ve seen the looks that it get so I 
know it isn’t a universal solution. I’m not a fan 
of mirror hanging. As in, be careful, else, like 
Rishaad, you’ll be chasing your lid as it rolls 
around in a petrol pump forecourt. 

Finally, I already know the extruded swing- 
arm’s bracing makes it hard to keep clean. But 
the clear plastic form on top of the dark plastic 
fairing is another cleaning headache. It’s hard 
to reach between the two surfaces for a full-on 
clean and the RC will consume time on Sun- 
days to clean to Parsi-spec. The solution, an 
Austrian chap said, was pressure wash. But as 
you can imagine, that’s hardly something you 
would do daily. 


VERDICT 

The KTM RC 390 is a stunning achievement. 
Its turn of speed and the lovely feel and preci- 
sion of the chassis are both new benchmarks 
for our market. Especially when you factor 
in the price. The KTM RC 390 is priced at 
?2.34 lakh on-road Mumbai which makes it 
?25,ooo more than the 390 Duke. 

Should you buy one? Oh absolutely. The 
extra money, if you just account for the extra 
plastic and powerful headlamps alone, makes 
this a good deal. But I think it is more impor- 
tant that you understand what you’re buying. 

The Duke 390, its nearest competitor, is 
an axe. You can swing it lustily and it’ll do 
loads of damage and as long as you’ve got 
wood, it’s full entertainment. The RC 390 is 
more of a scalpel. It’s much sharper to use 
but requires a more measured hand to de- 
liver an outsized reward. 

The only exception to this balancing are 
people who’ve always dreamt of buying and 
owning a sportsbike. If that’s you, there’s noth- 
ing more to think about. The engine’s been 
around for ages and it should be reliable. The 
power will keep you laughing for years and the 
quality of the motorcycle is pretty good too. You 
wanted a sportsbike? Here’s the best one on the 
market right now, all things considered. H 3 


KTM RC 390 


DRIVETRAIN 


Type 

Liquid cooied singie cyiinder 

Valvetrain 

4vaives/cyiinder 

Displacement 

373.2CC 

Max power 

43.5PS@9,000rpm 

Max torque 

35Nm@7,000rpm 

Power to weight 

262PS/tonne 

Gearbox 

6-speed 

1 SUSPENSION 

Front/Rear 

Upside down forks/Preioad 
adjustabie monoshock 

1 BRAKES 

Front/Rear 

300mm disc/230mm disc 

1 WHEELS&TYRES 

Tyre(F/R) 

110/70-R17/150/60-R17 

1 GENERAL DATA 

Kerb weight 

166kg 

Wheeibase (mm) 

1340mm 

1 PERFORMANCE 

O-lOOkmph 

5.73s 

0-400m 

14.49s/145.63kmph 

Top speed 

167kmph 

1 EFFICIENCY 

City 

25.5kmpi 

Highway 

34.1kmpi 

Overaii 

27.6kmpi 

1 PRICE: ?2.34 lakh ON-ROAD MUMBAI 
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COMPARO 


KTM RC 390 vs DUKE 390 


Canon 

All Images In this story were 
shot on a Canon EOS 6D with 
anEF24-105Lf/4ISUSMIens. 
We use this combination as It 
otters the best balance between 
high Image quality, high ISO 
performance while offering a 
good zoom range. 
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Apples 

and 

orange 

KTM has made two fantastic motorcycles 
that are mechanically very similar but 
have two rather distinct personalities 


Words RIshaad Mody Photography Varun Anchan 

F ive of us in OVERDRIVE own motorcycles. Four are 
KTMs, all displacing 373. 2cc - two with fairings and two 
with their internals proudly exposed to the elements. 
Nicely puts the affordable Indian sport biking scenario 
into perspective, doesn’t it? As you’re probably aware, 
we’re big fans of the KTMs available in India with both Shumi and I 
loving our 390 Dukes to bits. Halley and Rohit however were holding 
off for the admittedly sexier RC versions and are very besotted with 
their brand new rides. At this point, the big question is whether the 
Duke owners have started coveting their neighbours’ bikes or whether 
the RC boys are finding their gorgeous sport bikes a little too hard for 
daily use. Or is there really no difference at all, aside from the looks? 
We could sit around forever discussing it, or we could get on the road 
and find out. It was the long Diwali weekend - a perfect excuse to make 
a 1200km round trip to Goa. 

At precisely 5am, Halley and I met up outside Mumbai. Both bikes 
were brimmed, Viaterra Claw bags securely fastened over the rear seats 
and we were raring to go. There was hardly a soul on the highway as 
we set off down the wonderfully quick and winding old Pune-Mumbai 
highway. Since Halley’s bike was just a couple of days old, we decided 
to stick to our own machines for the first few hours. The Duke has a 
great headlamp but the RC’s projector lamps are even better so it led 
the way. There was a sharp nip in the air and I found myself tightly hug- 
ging the Duke’s frame trying to absorb some warmth off the engine. 
But the irony - the same heat that can make things rather uncomfort- 
able in heavy traffic was nowhere to be found - the engine running 
sweet with just over half the temperature gauge filled. The 390s were in 
their element running fast and free. 

A brisk one hour and twenty minutes later we were on the Pune by- 
pass with me leading when I discovered something interesting. There’s 
a rough and broken diversion to one of the long flyovers that’s been 
under construction for a while. I instinctively stood up on the footpegs 
and rode through without much thought. On the other side, I looked 
into my mirrors and found Halley had completely fallen back and 
was gingerly inching the RC through the roughness. When he finally 
caught up, he exclaimed that he simply couldn’t carry the same pace, 
partly because it was his brand new pride and joy but mainly because 
the crouched down position doesn’t feel very comfortable off road, but 
naturally. The front biased feel of the RC just doesn’t feel as natural as 
the Duke’s supermoto-ish riding position on poor roads. 
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KTM RC 390 vs DUKE 390 


COMPARO 


The RC has a reach to the bars and is quite 
roomy but the seat can get painful on longer 
rides. The Duke’s riding position is upright 
and a lot more comfortable despite being 
more cramped 


Soon after I hopped onto the RC and it felt 
like a world of a difference. The crotch rocket 
riding position initially comes as a shock but 
it quickly dawns that this is quite a roomy 
bike. There’s quite a reach from the saddle to 
the wide faux clip-ons and it almost feels long 
like a Karizma; until you turn around and no- 
tice that there’s barely a foot of space behind 
you. You also notice the new grips that are 
probably better when riding without gloves 
but we like the Duke’s pimpled grips in our 
gloved hands. I like the Duke because it al- 
lows me to sit upright but the RC underlines 
just how compact a riding position the naked 
bike has. In fact, the Duke seems to put your 
legs in an even racier position because the ex- 
aggerated grooves in the tank lock your knees 
into place while the RC allows you to move 
about. If you’re very tall then you will defi- 
nitely fit better on the RC. Also worth men- 
tioning are the new footpegs and gear/brake 
levers that look much nicer and should prove 
more resistant to breaking. The mirrors with 
integrated turn indicators (great for the track 
where you can simply take them off together) 


are a little more effective despite not offering 
the same range of adjustability. So ironically, 
the RC’s riding position wasn’t as extreme as I 
thought it would be. But after an hour on the 
bike I needed a break. We pulled over and Hal- 
ley excitedly said, “The Duke feels royal man, 
so comfortable!”. Now you might think we 
stopped for me to rest my wrists. But it was 
my backside that was doing all the protesting. 

If you look at the Duke and RC seats, they 
both appear to be made from the same mate- 
rial and have the same firmness. The Duke’s 
wide seat takes some getting used to but is ac- 
tually very comfortable on long rides because 
you don’t sink in. But the RC’s seat is narrow 
and curved, and your sit bones will inevita- 
bly be perched on the curved surfaces with 
no respite for the middle of your bum which 
will quickly result in quite a lot of pain. Get- 
ting the top of the seat skimmed off for a flat- 
ter surface might help the issue. But it is quite 
a spoiler on an otherwise not uncomfortable 
riding position. In fact, as Shumi told us when 
he returned from Modena, there were more 
sore backsides than any other complaints at 


the RC world media launch. Conversely, the 
softer, forward sloped pillion seat on the RC 
is actually more comfortable than the short, 
hard and flat pad on the Duke that can be 
quite unnerving for passengers. 

At Karad, about 300km down the road, 
we fuelled up again and hit the road. Inter- 
estingly, despite running the same engine, 
the RC seems less frantic than the Duke with 
a slightly more linear power delivery and a 
calmer demeanor. She also sounds slightly 
different but that’s probably down to the fair- 
ing playing with the acoustics. The fairing 
also helps the RC feel a little cooler in traffic, 
until you get stuck in a jam where it will get 
just as hot as the Duke. 

Wring the throttle and both are neck and 
neck until about i3okmph after which the RC 
leaves the Duke for dead despite its extra 12kg. 
That’s because the Duke with her upright 
rider is starting to fight the air while the RC’s 
aerodynamic fairing means less work at high- 
er speeds. As a result the RC hits her top speed 
of i67kmph with relative ease while the Duke 
needs a long stretch before she maxes out just 
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short of i6okmph. The point isn’t that the RC 
is faster flat out. At all speeds above walking, 
the RC will put less wind on your chest and 
that’ll make you less tired on long rides. 

Aerodynamics also plays an interesting 
role in fuel efficiency. In town, the lighter 
Duke sips a teeny bit less but on the high- 
way, the RC’s slippery shape makes up for 
its extra weight. Both bikes were returning 
a near identical 24kmpl at sustained triple 
digit speeds. Pleasantly, efficiency doesn’t re- 
ally drop even if you increase cruising speed 
from say, ii5kmph to iiskmph. It’s accelera- 
tion that consumes fuel - a steady hand allows 
pretty high velocities without having to watch 
the fuel gauge drop at an alarming pace. Both 
bikes were running into reserve like clock- 
work at around 200km - so despite having a 
smaller tank (10 litres vs 11 litres), the RC seems 
to have about the same useable range. 

If you’re riding to Goa from Mumbai or 
Pune you simply have to use the Chorla route 



via Belgaum. It’s paradise - one long ribbon of 
fresh and smooth tarmac that snakes its way 
through the forested Western Ghats. This is 
what these bikes were born for. The Duke is 
easily one of the best handling motorcycles 
you can buy today. But the RC takes it a step 
up. The front end gives you so much informa- 
tion and the bike feels very agile and super 
eager to drop into corners. Once in, the RC 
holds lines with a level of confidence that the 
Duke cannot quite match. This is probably a 
combined effect of the sharper steering, more 
weight on the front and handlebars placed 
closer to the centre of the bike as well as to the 
front axle. The RC gives you so much more in- 
formation, which is great on a winding road. 
At seriously high speeds, especially when ac- 
celerating, the RC also is more rock solid and 
trustworthy than the Duke. The Duke’s extra 
leverage at the bars and the less weight on the 
front can generate a slight weave that isn’t a 
serious issue but quite a distraction. 

On a trafficked highway like the one we 
were on, the Duke was able to keep up, but 
show both bikes a racetrack and the RC will 
be gone in a matter of a few corners thanks 
to the confidence and involved feel it gives 
the rider. Hop on the Duke after the RC and 
it feels a bit loose. You sense that you’re not 
quite plugged into the motorcycle and your 
inputs produce instant results but it gets hard 
to control the quality and quantity of the re- 
sults until you recalibrate quite a bit. The RC 


feels alert, the Duke is almost hyperactive. But 
this extremely reactive nature plus the upright 
and taller riding position makes the Duke a 
serious weapon in urban conditions and it 
will take a skilled and smart RC rider to keep 
up with a headbanging Duke in traffic. 

Perhaps the only thing I don’t like on both 
motorcycles is the front brake feel - it feels a 
little wooden when you really get on it. Brak- 
ing performance is perfectly adequate with 
ABS keeping things under control but these 
bikes deserve a little more bite and feel. Alan 
who joined us on the way back from Pune to 
Mumbai said he found that the brakes on our 
long term FZ V2 that he was riding felt nicer. 

Despite stops for fuel and food we’d 
dispatched 500km at an average speed of 
92kmph. And we could have gone on for 500 
more (given a kinder seat on the RC). And 
that’s the joy with these two bikes - they are 
fantastically capable highway machines. You 
will almost always be the quickest vehicle on 
the road and you will do so without undue 
effort which leaves you calm, focused and 
thereby safer. 

Quality is typical KTM on both bikes - 
stunning in most areas but iffy in a few. The 
RC appears a little more premium thanks to 
its new footpegs and the fact that it hides all 
the wiring that is a bit of a sore spot on the 
naked bike. But there’s no doubt that the 
faired bike is going to be very difficult to keep 
clean with its many slashes and crevices in the 



Wide handles on the RC aid low speed 
manoeuvrability. The RC’s powerful projector 
lamps are the best at this price point. Compact 
perch on the Duke. The aftermarket fly screen 
helps get rid of the number plate but only 
slightly reduces wind blast 


COMPARO 


KTM RC 390 vs DUKE 390 


body work. The black plastic panels between the frame spars and that 
transparent fairing plastic will be particularly hard to clean out. Oh and 
that lovely satin grey finish is going to scuff and wear quickly - it’s al- 
ready begun to on Halley’s bike. 

When the 390 Duke first came out, the forums went ablaze with 
how sporty and thereby, demanding and uncomfortable the bike was. 
But today the RC makes the Duke look practical and cossetting in 
comparison. By the tone of this story, the RC will clearly read as the 
better bike, and it is definitely so when it comes to performance. For 
your extra ^25,000 you get discernibly better handling, great looks and 
a fairing that produces stronger high speed performance. It’s actually 
great value for your money. If you live near a racetrack or ride through 
twisties on a regular basis, the RC is undoubtedly the motorcycle for 
you. But the same rewarding razor sharp focus can get demanding and 
tiring once you’ve had your fun on the bends and have returned to ev- 
eryday riding. I guess, in a way, focus offers greater rewards. But the 
conditions in which those rewards can be had become more narrow 
and therefore harder to achieve regularly. 

What I’m saying is that the RC 390 is a special little motorcycle that 
works wonderfully as a sportsbike. By that very nature, it’s also harder 
to live with everyday. The Duke, on the other hand, is an everyday mo- 
torcycle which is sporty enough to keep you enthralled. And that’s the 
critical difference between the two. At a racetrack or on a mountain 
road, you will miss the calmness and accuracy of the RC. And how 
connected you feel to the road on an RC is something the Duke cannot 
offer. But in practically every condition, whether it is the urban crawl or 
the highway, the Duke has a stunning turn of speed with just enough 
practicality for me to know that Halley can keep his RC, I’m convinced 
I’ve bought the right machine. My Duke has only two real issues. The 
riding position is pretty cramped and at high speeds, I know that the 
RC 390 will be a little faster. But I’ve learnt to live with the first one and 
the second one, well, Halley’ll arrive first but I’ll arrive right after him 
feeling vastly fresher. Win. H 3 



KTM 

KTM 

ROAD TEST NO. 

1464-1465 

DUKE 390 

RC390 

KTM RC 390 vs KTM DUKE 390 

Engine | 



Type 

Liquid cooled single cylinder 

Liquid cooled single cylinder 

Engine capacity 

373. 2cc 

373. 2cc 

Valvetrain 

4 valves/cylinder 

4 valves/cylinder 

Max power 

43.5PS@9,000rpm 

43.5PS@9,000rpm 

Max torque 

35Nm@7,000rpm 

35Nm@7,000rpm 

Power/Weight 

282PS/tonne 

262PS/tonne 

UNDERPINNINGS | 

Suspension (F) 

Upside down forks 

Upside down forks 

Suspension (R) 

Preload adjustable 
monoshock 

Preload adjustable 
monoshock 

Brakes front/rear 

300mm disc /230mm disc 

300mm disc/230mm disc 

Tyres front/rear 

110/70-R17/150/60-R17 

110/70-R17/150/60-R17 

Performance 

O-lOOkmph 

5.82s 

5.73s 

0-400m 

14.57s/142.77kmph 

14.49s/145.63kmph 

Top speed 

159kmph 

167kmph 

Fuel efficiency | 

Highway 

33kmpl 

34.1kmpl 

City 

26kmpl 

25.5kmpl 

Overall 

28kmpl 

27.6kmpl 

General data | 

Wheelbase (mm) 

1367 

1340 

Kerb Weight (kg) 

154 

166 

Price OTR Mumbai 

^2.09 lakh 

^2.34 lakh 
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^59,300 
on-road Mumbai 


Great looks 


+ Nostalgic charm 


“h A simple sort of 


An optional front disc 
would be nice 




Old school cool 

Hero have taken a run of the mill Splendor and turned it into an 
enjoyably special little motorcycle that offers a huge dose of nostalgia 


Words RIshaad Mody Photography Suresh Narayanan 


I like this motorcycle, and that’s say- 
ing quite a lot because I’m usually 
not very fond of the sort of motor- 
cycle whose biggest claim to fame 
is how far it can go on a single litre 
of fuel. And that’s surprising because under 
that endearing skin lies essentially the same 
chassis and engine that has driven millions 
into showrooms over the past two decades. 
So how has Hero managed to convert an 
otherwise mundane commuter into a ma- 
chine that elicits a surprising amount of joy 


when you ride it. 

The answer lies in Hero’s new approach 
to motorcycles. After decades of building 
highly successful products aimed at pleas- 
ing the masses, Hero has done something 
different with the Splendor Pro Classic. Here 
is a bike that has low set handlebars and 
comes without a pillion seat, main-stand or 
rear grab rails. All things that the ‘kitna deti 
hai’ brigade will not be able to comprehend, 
at which point Hero will gladly point them 
in the direction of its comprehensive range 


of fuel sipping machines. The fact that Hero 
has built a product that has such a sense of 
charm and identity despite knowing that it 
will not sell in large numbers is hugely excit- 
ing, and also a sign of things to come from 
the Indian giant. 

I approached the Splendor Pro Clas- 
sic with no unrealistic expectations. After 
all, there’s only so much you can ask of a 
motorcycle that has eight and something 
horsepower, skinny tubed tyres and drum 
brakes. But there’s something about the 
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looks, whether it’s that old school round 
headlamp, chrome fender and spoke wheels 
or that large cowl that replaces the rear seat 
that makes you want to take it for a ride 
immediately. It also attracts a surprising 
amount of smiling faces. Swing a leg over 
and you won’t be disappointed with a nice 
reach to the low set handlebar that puts 
you in a pleasantly sporty riding position. 
The footpegs haven’t been moved because 
there’s not much place for them to go except 
to the swing arm where they would have be- 
come far too rear set. Nevertheless, it nicely 
balances out the riding position and I quite 
like it despite the fact that I am comically 
too large for this tiny motorcycle - it’s even 
smaller than a standard Splendor. 

Thumb the starter and the legendary 
97.2CC motor purrs to life and though there’s 
no rev counter you’ll still enjoy looking at the 
simple faux chrome ringed dials that tell you 
how fast you’re going, how little fuel you’re 
consuming, whether the four-speed gearbox 
is in neutral or if you’ve forgotten to put the 
stand up. Switchgear quality is good for the 
price and offers everything you need includ- 
ing a pass light. With a click of the smooth 
heel-toe style shifter you’re off 

Riding the Classic around town is child’s 


The Splendor Pro Classic conies with a self 
start as standard but Hero has preserved the 
kickstarter. Faux chrome ring dials are simple 
but suit the motorcycle perfectly. A reworked 
exhaust shield adds to the old school aura 

play. The motorcycle weighs less than many 
scooters and feels very agile and flickable 
in traffic. The engine is very torquey as well 
and is happy pottering around in top gear 
at anything above 25kmph. Run it hard and 
you’ll find that it’s also slightly quicker than 
the average loocc automatic scooter and 
with a slight downhill you may even get to 
see lookmph on the clocks. Fuel efficiency of 
course, is fantastic. Naturally, when you start 
looking for corners you will find that while 
the chassis is willing, there’s not much grip 
at lean and that the soggy front brake doesn’t 
really aid confidence. 

After a weekend with the Splendor Pro 
Classic, I find myself considering owning one 
as a city runabout. The reasons are multiple - 
it looks great, it’s an honest sort of fun to ride 
and offers a huge hit of nostalgia. It’s also very 
affordable - ^59,300 on-road Mumbai makes 
it cheaper than Hero’s own Pleasure and Mae- 
stro scooters. But most of all, it simply makes 
me happy when I look at it and puts a huge 
smile on my face with every ride. H 3 



Displacement 
Max power 
Max torque 
Fueling 

Power to weight 
Gearbox 



HERO SPLENDOR PRO CLASSIC 


DRIVETRAIN 


Air cooled single cylinder 
2 valves/cylinder 
97.2CC 

8.36PS@8,000rpm 

8.05Nm@5,000rpm 

Carburettor 

76.7PS/tonne 

4-speed 



\ SUSPENSION 

Front/rear 

Hydraulic shock absorber/ 
hydraulic shock absorber 

BRAKES 

Front/rear 

130mm drum/ 110mm drum 

WHEELS&TYRES 

Tyre(F/R) 

2.75x18 tube tyres 

GENERAL DATA 

Kerb weight 

109kg 1 

Fuel tank capacity 

11 litres 1 

PERFORMANCE 

O-lOOkmph 

8.9s 

Top speed 

84.0kmph 

EFFICIENCY 

1 City 

59.8kmpl 

Highway 

70.1kmpl 

Overall 

62.4kmpl 

1 PRICE: ?59,300 ON-ROAD MUMBAI 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 141 





Network 18 



India’s most 

comprehensive 

auto portal vrooms in. 


www.overdrive.in 




India’s most comprehensive 
auto portal. 


www.overdrive.in is here. Now you can get the most 
in-depth comparison of all cars under the sun - including 
the price, engine, fuel, economy, maintenance cost, tests 
and reviews by experts and end-users, and much more. 

Vroom In to www.overdrive.in today! 

OVERDRIVE ONLINE AD SALES 

North Ashish Tanwar M: 9810253221, E: ashish.tanwar(g)networkl8online.com 
West Stanley Moses M: 09819616663, E: stanley.moses(a)networkl8publishing.com 
South Devasmita Ghosh M: 09972057179, E: devasmita.ghosh(a)networkl8online.com 


India's Largest Auto Media 


Cell18 





Future tense 


Fast, focussed and all of sixteen ye 

Words VaishaliDinakaran 

A t the tender age of lo, I spent a 
good measure of my time read- 
ing Enid Blyton, was hooked to 
a then rather popular cartoon 
show called Captain Planet, and also ended 
up watching as Jacques Villeneuve won the 
1997 Formula 1 world championship after 
Michael Schumacher’s rather unsavoury 
shenanigans at Jerez’s Curva Dry Sac. 

Career? Well, that word was as much a part 


old - meet India’s racing future 


of my mind as the term Ebola Virus. That 
is, it wasn’t. Life would figure itself out I 
reckoned. Sure, there were dreams, but no 
real move was made to realise those dreams. 
If I pondered such lofty things, those books 
wouldn’t get read, those cartoons wouldn’t 
get watched, and who’d weep while Schumi 
was stripped of all his points? 

In stark contrast, at the tender age of 10 
Jehan Daruvala was causing his parents 


to be flabbergasted and amused in equal 
measure by incredulously exclaiming, “But 
it’s a question of my whole career!” Here’s 
what happened. While browsing through 
the newspaper one morning, Jehan’s 
father chanced upon the information that 
Rayomand Banajee, probably the biggest 
name in Indian karting, was conducting a 
karting workshop that weekend. Given that 
young Jehan had an exam the following day. 
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his mother wasn’t particularly keen that he 
attend the event. But Jehan was adamant, 
insisting to his parents that it really was his 
career on the line. Seeing his determination, 
made all the more fascinating by the fact that 
he’d never driven a go-kart before, it wasn’t 
any wonder that Kainaz and Khurshed Daru- 
vala were amused. But they caved. And off 
went Jehan for his first outing in a go-kart. 

It’s five years later. I’m sitting in the 
conference hall at Hoechst House in Mumbai 
city. It’s the very same room in which I’ve 
interviewed Paul di Resta, Adrian Sutil 
and Nico Hulkenberg, all of whom have 
at some point driven for the Sahara Force 
India Formula i team. And now I’m having 
a conversation with Jehan Daruvala right 
there. He’s no longer that little boy who with 


the determination of youth told his parents 
that he was ready for a career in motorsport 
even before it had begun. Sitting before me is 
a young man, calm, confident and incredibly 
self assured. And why shouldn’t he be? He’s 
translated that youthful determination into 
a motorsport career that is well on its way. 
And like Jehan himself, it’s proceeding at a far 
quicker pace than the world expected, leav- 
ing behind startled competitors who’ve been 
pushed off into the grass. 

“As soon as I got into the go-kart, I knew 
that this sport belonged to me and I would 
do anything for it,” Jehan says. He doesn’t 
sound pompous or boastful, just honest and 
earnest. Before that first outing in a go-kart 
at Rayo’s training camp, he’d only ever sat 
beside his father in a two-seater kart. But his 


performance at the camp said it all. Jehan, 
in a tiny cadet kart, ended up being as fast 
as the drivers in the bigger go-karts and 
he’d managed to impress Rayo enough to 
convince him that he had what it took. But it 
wasn’t just his pace in the kart that impressed 
Banajee. There was more to it. There was the 
fact that Jehan, for a nine year old, was listen- 
ing intently and actively applying himself 
to everything that was being said. And that 
from the very beginning, he was focussed 
on working hard and following instruction 
- never slacking off Not even when, as a part 
of the Rayo Racing team a year or so later, 
Banajee was pushing his barters to train hard 
and run in the sweltering heat of Kolhapur. 
Most gave up at the end of the second 
kilometre. While Jehan pushed on for six 
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kilometres, refusing to stop or slack off. As 
Banajee says, “There’s no showing off with 
Jehan. There’s no talk. He just does.” 

Maybe this was a result of knowing that 
if he needed to succeed, he needed to give it 
his all. As Jehan declares, “I knew that only 
hard work and determination would get 
me to the top.” And, it did take hard work 
and determination for him to overcome 
the three second deficit he had to the front 
runners in his first attempt at the National 
Karting Championship. The grids were 
competitive and Jehan was up against the 
likes of Krishnaraj Mahadik and Kush Maini. 
But quickly realising that the only way to get 
good quickly was to go up against an even 
more competitive grid, he began to compete 
in the Asian Championship as well, where 


the grids of 30 plus taught him a thing or 
two. Pace wasn’t the problem, he says. It was 
getting used to the aggressive style of driving 
and honing his racecraft that was the trick. 
He mastered it. He was able to go from a fifth 
overall in the 2010 National Karting Champi- 
onship to winning it in 2011. 

But for a kid who’d followed Formula 
1 for as far back as he could remember, “I 
never missed a single practice or qualifying 
session,” he tells me, that highest echelon 
of motor racing really was the goal from 
the very beginning. There needed to be 
a trajectory that would take him there, a 
realistic possibility to get to Fi some day. 
Sahara Force India’s One From A Billion pro- 
gramme happened to be the path that could 
well make the possibility a reality. But when 


the hunt was conducted back in 2011, Jehan 
was too young to make the cut. Fortunately 
for him there was a wild card round held 
after the initial selection, where one karter 
under the age of 14 would be selected. After 
finishing his National Championship race 
that weekend, Jehan headed to Hyderabad 
where he competed in the selection process, 
beating his nearest rival by 200ths of a 
second. “Those 2ooths of a second have 
brought me a long way,” he says, once again 
making me wonder how a 16-year old can 
sound so very wise. 

I ask Jehan whether he’s ever been afraid 
in a kart. “Never,” comes the reply at once. 
Then after a moment to think about it, he 
does admit that he was a little intimidated 
when he first started competing in the Brit- 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 145 


FeatureJehanDaruvala 



146 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 





ish KF3 Championship in 2012. The reason 
- the drivers in Europe are a rather aggressive 
lot. “But I realised that that was the only way 
forward, so I became an aggressive driver 
myself. Now I fear no one,” he says. It doesn’t 
sound rehearsed, just matter of fact. And 
he proved that aggression too, when he 
completely dominated the last round of the 
championship in 2012, winning all the heats 
and finals. The same year over in Asia, he 
won the Asia Pacific KF3 championship. And 
then he came back stronger in 2013, winning 
the British KF3 championship. No wonder 
he’s so self assured. 

But where does all of this confidence come 
from? Aside, of course, from the fact that he 
is aware of his obvious talent on the track, 
racing is a sport that is both physically and 
mentally exhausting. To ensure he’s fighting 
fit for every race, Sahara Force India has Jehan 
working with Gerry Convy, who also trained 
Di Resta back in the day. The mental fitness 
involves working with Don MacPherson who 
gives him CDs and DVDs to listen to ahead 
of every race. The idea is to prepare Jehan to 
tackle any problems that might crop up and 
make sure he performs at his very best. “He 
knows that if I perform the best I can then I 
should win,” Jehan says simply. 

He’s certainly performed the best he 
can in 2014 too, finishing third in in the CIK 
FI A Championship and nearly winning 
the DKM Championship too. And the only 
reason that he was runner up in the DKM 
Championship was because of a rather dubi- 
ous red flag situation at Genk. While Jehan 
was running second in the final race of the 

From first finding his foothold in karting under 
Rayomand Banajee, to being a Sahara Force India 
Academy driver, facing a packed room full of jour- 
nalists, Jehan has cornea long way in a short time. 
Along the way, he's also collected silverware for 
the CIK FI A Asia Pacific Championship. A part of 
his success is also down to his mechanic Michael 
Holloway and his parents Kainaz and Khurshed 


weekend, enough to ensure that he took the 
title from Martijn van Leeuwen, the red flag 
was brought out with no apparent reason. 
When the race was restarted, the barters 
were sent to their original grid positions and 
had to start single file. Which meant Jehan’s 
advantage was completely negated. And the 
championship played nicely into the hands 
of Leeuwen. And young Jehan doesn’t mince 
his words. “It was clearly done so that Leeu- 
wen could win,” he says. 

But he’s also told me how he deals with 
things when it all starts to go on. Yes, this 
young man, who is still in school, yet to give 
his GCSEs in fact, says that you just have to 
block it out and move on. That you can’t let 
adversities affect you. “The only way to deal 
with it is to take the positives from it, learn 
from it and move on. Because sometimes 
you can get quite unlucky. Things happen 
that are not in your control.” 

So his way of dealing with the disappoint- 
ment of not winning the German Champi- 
onship in what has been an otherwise good 
year, is to just move on. Not, as was originally 
planned, to a second season of senior karting 
in Europe, but to single-seaters next year. 

“I’ve exceeded my own expectations this 
year. I’ve been on pole and won races too, so 
moving to cars in 2015 is the next step,” he 
says. Jehan is set to test with three different 
teams and will compete in both the Formula 
Renault 2.0 ALPS and NEC championships 
next year. He’s already had a test at Anglesea 
too, and says, “Driving a single seater came 
naturally to me.” Of course there are differ- 
ences in karts, “The areas I need the most 
work on are with the brakes, which are com- 
pletely different from the brakes in a go-kart, 
but we had set a benchmark time for me for 
the second day, and I ended the day eight- 
tenths quicker than that.” Not bad at all. 

The world of international motorsport, 
however, is incredibly cut throat. Whether 


it is karting where, as Jehan puts it, “qualify- 
ing on pole means you’re one-tenth of a 
second quicker than the bloke in tenth,” or 
single seaters. And while there might be a 
certain amount of camaraderie off track, all 
of that disappears on track. “When you’re 
on track, there’s no word like Triends’,” 
Jehan says. “You’re just aggressive. You race 
to win.” And in order to win, you can’t let 
anything affect you. 

From starting out in competitive karting 
in 2010, to having won championships 
and races across the world, young Jehan’s 
certainly come a long way. “It’s been a 
massive learning curve,” he says. “Speed 
wasn’t really a big issue, but in terms of 
racecraft, the learning has been huge.” And 
it’s down to Jehan’s determination to be the 
best at what he does . He tells me how when 
the track is damp, he goes out and practises 
on slick tyres just so that if it happens in 
the race, he’s already prepared and already 
knows how to handle it - commitment that is 
usually rare in people his age. But then again, 
not all people his age are as driven. “I just 
have a big passion for speed. And my main 
motivation is that I want to be as successful 
as I can because this is the only thing that I 
love to do in life and hopefully with all the 
hard work, it should pay off” 

Just what an integral part of Jehan’s life 
racing is stands out when we’re talking about 
something else entirely. We’re talking about 
school, and how he copes with the classes he 
misses (he sometimes takes his textbooks to 
the track when he has an exam coming up), 
the subjects he likes (maths because it’s easy, 
apparently) and other sports he plays (tennis, 
table tennis and cricket), when I ask him 
whether there’s anything he’s particularly 
good at. Of course. I’m referring to rather 
scholarly subjects. Jehan looks me squarely 
in the eye and says, “Racing.” And that really 
says it all, doesn’t it? EH 
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[PACENOTES] 


I once watched in horrid fascination 
as three Formula i drivers stood on 
a stage at a popular chain restaurant 
in Mumbai and played the bongos. 
They didn’t look pleased. In fact, two 
of them looked decidedly peeved, 
one of them vaguely amused, but all three, at 
some point during their performance, had a 
look of bafflement on their faces. The sort of 
look that said 'I cannot believe I am actually 
doing this'. 

But the truth, unfortunate though 
it may be, is that they were. It wasn’t 
some lewd fantasy sprouting in the 
mind of a motorsport hack with a highly 
fertile imagination. They were actually 
standing up there following the beats of 
a percussionist who’d bring his hands 
down on the bongos with gusto, and then 
expectantly look at them waiting for them 
to follow suit. The truth is also that they 
needed to do it. It was the trade off they had 
to make in order to keep very many people 
happy. After all, of the many thousands of 
racers around the world who aspire to reach 
Formula i, these three had made it. Each of 
them was privileged enough to climb into 
the cockpit of one of the most sophisticated 
pieces of racing machinery in the world, 
drive at speeds of over 30okmph at some of 
the best racetracks ever built, and race their 
hearts out. Which, to be honest, is all any 
racer ever wants. For all three, the journey 
to get there hadn’t been entirely easy. 
Motorsport, so often like life itself, never is. 

That got me thinking about the many 
incredible things people have done in 
order to race in spite of the fact that it is a 
ridiculously expensive sport, and that the 
return on investment (monetary, mental 
and emotional) can often be nil. I’ve had 
parents tell me how they’ve sold everything 
in their house so their children could go rac- 
ing. I’ve seen racers fund their motorsport 
careers with jobs that they didn’t care about, 
so long as it paid not the rent but the cost of 
a nose cone on a single seater. Racers who, 
despite the fact that they race abroad during 
the weekends, would pilot a taxi during the 
week to make ends meet. Racers who have 
mortgaged houses to continue driving on a 
domestic level. Racers who’ve had surgery at 
great expense to fix that damaged shoulder 
they broke while racing, and put themselves 
through rigorous exercise regimen in order 
to heal quickly just so that they can go rac- 
ing again, even if it means that they’re likely 
to once again damage that shoulder. Racers 



Vaishali 

Dinakaran 


with your engineers that little detail that 
will help you go quicker, or the satisfaction 
you get when a series of meetings ultimately 
culminates in a race seat. 

“Because I like it,” says another before 
asking me, “What sort of answer are you 
looking for?” “Because I thought a lot about 
it and everything I came up with, I started 
wondering whether it was true or not,” he 
says. But he also says that he likes being by 
himself. And in a racecar, it’s just him and 
the machine, usually without anyone else 
influencing his performance or decisions. 
And being the best he can be by himself is 
something of a personal challenge that is 
incredibly rewarding. 

“I race to win!” another exclaims with 
a glint in his eyes. “For the thrill of outwit- 
ting and outsmarting everyone else. For the 
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What is it about racing? What is it that drives 
otherwise sane and rational people to absolute 
extremes to pursue this sport? Why do people 
go racing? 


who have told me that they would quite sim- 
ply do anything in order to keep on racing, 
and meant it too! 

This in turn got me thinking. What is it 
about racing? What is it that drives other- 
wise sane and rational people to absolute 
extremes to pursue this sport? Why do 
people go racing? 

“Because we’re all morons,” one racer 
gleefully chuckles thinking of the time his 
parents and grandparents took out two 
mortgages on their respective houses in 
order to fund his first season of GPi. Said 
racer, at the age of i6, also lost 26kg in a 
rather dramatic fashion over a period of six 
months to get racing fit. But he also says, 
“The short answer is because I love it, it’s all 
I’ve ever known, and it’s all I’ve ever wanted 
to be since I was three.” The long answer 
gives me more insight though. He says that 
for every crappy 10 days of motorsport life, 
you have one incredibly good day. One day 
that’s so rewarding (and this doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean it’s a day on which you win a 
race) that it makes up for all the struggle 
you’ve had to go through. Whether it’s a day 
testing where you spend hours chucking 
the car around the track before working out 


adrenaline rush I get when I am able to push 
the limits.” This particular racer also tells 
me that he races because it's in his soul and 
because he cannot bear the thought of ‘not’ 
racing. And that the hardest motorsport 
related decision that he ever had to make in 
his life, was quitting. 

Another tells me that of course the speed 
and thrill plays a part in it, but that’s not all. 
Not even winning is the real reason, he says. 
“When I’m on my bike, my mind is free. 
When I’m tackling corners at the racetrack, I 
find myself just becoming happier and hap- 
pier. And when I’m on my bike racing, every 
part of me is the best that I can be.” And that, 
he says, makes all the pain worth it. 

Think about it. Do you know why you’re 
here on earth? Maybe some of you do, but 
most people just accept that they’re here, 
and get on with it. And with that inherently 
human streak of competition, very often, 
we do what we do with the aim of being 
better than the next person. Maybe racing 
just brings this to the forefront. Steve 
McQueen once so famously said, “Racing is 
life.” Well, I’m not so sure. What I will agree 
with, though, is that it’s a pretty darned 
good metaphor. 03 
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The Maniac ] 



Andrea lannone and how MotoGP's rising star went from just crazy to Maniac Joe 


Words Michael Scott 





F or a while, I thought we’d started 
on the wrong foot. Now I’m not 
so sure. Andrea lannone rides like 
a wild man - a very fast one. He 
interviews like a wild man, too. 

I began with a slip of the tongue, greeting 
him as Crazy Joe. He glared, and corrected 
me. “Maniac Joe”. 

How did you come by the name? 

“I don’t know. Because I am a maniac for 
the order. I want everything perfect: in the 
[pit] box, in the home. Every day I want eve- 
rything the same. Before I go to bed to sleep, I 
must have everything ... tight. 

“My Moto2 team gave me the name in 
2012. It is important because ... I am very 
happy.” 

Ummm, well - yes and no. This was the 
third version I’d heard in as many hours. 
Some time ago he told a colleague it was 
what his teenage mates had called him, when 
they used to belt around on scooters. An 
Italian friend had another reason. “It was the 
name of a cartoon character he saw as a child, 
and he took it for himself.” Furthermore, 
he did used to call himself Crazyjoe ... until 
upgrading to The Maniac Joe in 2012. 

It matters not, because it fits so perfectly, 
lannone rides a satellite-team Ducati, not the 
most coveted bike around (ask Crutchlow, 
Melandri, or indeed Rossi). In his second year 


on it (this was at the Aragon GP, round 14), 
he’s put it on the front row four times, and 
led races. He would do so again the next day, 
before crashing spectacularly on the second 
lap. Trademark stuff 

A little later, I asked him about his winter 
routine. The answer was brief and to the 
point. “Training. Training and P'^king. Some- 
times I train, and sometimes I 

Does he have one girlfriend, or is he play- 
ing the field? “Before, I have one. Now I don’t 
know. I have to make a phone call.” 

Later in the weekend, at his post-qualify- 
ing debrief, a know-all fellow journalist asked 
him a little bit too much detail about one or 
another aspect of bike setting. Again that 
intense glare. “What - are you the rider?” 

You get the picture. Maniac Joe is definitely 
not called that because he has a John Kocinski- 
like OCD for a tidy bedroom He really is pretty 
nuts, and delights in playing up to it. 

“I am a crazy guy. I go to parties, but I 
don’t like to drink. I am crazy without drink, 
and it is better like this. I am lucky." 

“I have many friends who use drugs, 
but even before I start with 125 , 1 don’t like. 
And now still not. I never tried, I only think 
I would not like. I never want to try. When I 
look at my friends, I think ... is shit.” 

Unlike the vast majority of current Italian 
GP heroes, lannone doesn’t come from the 
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He can look quite sane at times, but Andrea 
lannone is a maverick if there ever was one. The 
snowball fight probably represents the true nature 
of Maniac Joe. A best MotoGP finish of fifth place 
is something he'll be hoping to improve in 2015 

Rimini area. He’s from Vasto, 200 miles south 
down the Adriatic coast. What is Vasto like, I 
asked. Got another slightly hilarious answer. 

“Is a small city. Have the beach. Have 
the people. Have the shop. I think it is like 
other cities.” 

Not, however, like Rimini. There are, he 
allows, some kart and supermotard tracks, 
but nothing for real tarmac bike racing. Which 
was his passion, from the age of four ... fed by 
his father’s passion for the same thing. At five 
he got his first pocket-bike. By then his older 
brother Angelo was already racing, competing 
in the Rimini circus against some now-fa- 
mous names: “Dovizioso, Simoncelli, Corsi ...” 

“We had to travel, but it was not difficult, 
because my father worked a lot for this.” Ap- 
parently the finances were good enough, and 
when Angelo quit racing to take up football, 
Andrea carried on. Hence his current number: 
29. “My brother started with two, and I started 
with nine, and I put the numbers together.” 

The family was bike mad. “When I was 


four years old we had five pocket bikes in the 
garage. My dad is heavy for everything, he 
has a heavy collection. Now we have 65 bikes 
at home: my first 125 Aprilia racing bike, and 
my Moto2 bike. And training bikes. In the 
future, maybe I can have a museum.” 

School didn’t appeal. “I did it, but the 
minimum. Not so much. Already I wanted to 
go with the bike. At six or seven, I worked a lot 
with my motorbike - a Piaggio Super Bravo.” 

This two -stroke step -thru gained Polini 
tuning parts - cylinder, exhaust and so on. “I 
did it myself. If I have a problem, I still work 
on my bikes. But I don’t touch my GP bikes. 
Because in the pit I have a genius for technic. 
At home, I play with this, but for work and 
my career, it is not a game.” 

He’s been playing the not-game at world 
level since 2005, after graduating from the 
Italian and Spanish national championships. 
His first 125 win came three years later, in 
streaming rain in China; in 2009 he won 
the opening two races, but in a typically 
erratic season only added one more victory, 
dropping to seventh overall before moving 
directly to the newMoto2 class in 2010. 

He was at the top level at once, winning 
three races in 2010, another three the next 


year, and two more in 2012. Again he was er- 
ratic, as a result placed third in the champion- 
ship each time. 

But his forceful style cemented his reputa- 
tion as a rider to be feared, to be given a wide 
berth. One particular incident: he and Pol Es- 
pargaro collided on the last corner disputing 
the win at Misano in 2009. Unable to start his 
bike again, lannone mounted a head-butting 
attack. Reprimanded later, his response was: 
“I hate everybody from Spain!” 

He admits today that his hot temper is a 
weakness ... but insists it doesn’t affect his 
riding. “In the box, when the engineers don’t 
listen to me, I go to the maximum. In my 
head ... waaaah! I think it is better for me and 
the engineers if I control this more. But on 
the bike everything is different. I don’t think 
about the driving - it is automatic for me. On 
the bike my mind is more calm.” 

But never scared, in spite of an impressive 
crash record, 12 last year and 10 so far this year 
... well up in the top five. “If you have fear it is 
not possible to work for this sport, because 
it is bad if your head is not 100 per cent clear. 
You feel fear sometimes when you understand 
you will crash. When it is too late. But it is very 
important you don’t feel fear before.” 
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Aside from an Italian-typical liking for 
Potato Gnocchi, Mafia films and pop music, 
The Maniac Joe is determinedly individual. 
He denies any role model, though for riding 
style he picks the similarly wayward Kevin 
Schwantz. “When I was seven years old I 
watched Valentino on TV, in 1997 when he 
won the championship. And I was happy be- 
cause he is a crazy guy. At every race he had a 
special show afterwards, when he wins. But it 
was just the fun, not anything else.” 

Nor will he name a favourite circuit. “I think 
Mugello and Catalunya are the first two, but I 
think every track is beautiful. I like every single 
one, I don’t have a special favourite. I like fast 
corners and hard braking. But I like everything, 
even Sachsenring. And Indianapolis. For me 
it’s all the same. It is very important the rider is 
strong in every track, not only two or three.” 

Equally, he doesn’t pick out any particular 
rider he wants to beat. “I think every rider. I 
race with 24 riders, not only with one.” 

Yes, I said, but you have to pass them one 
by one. He laughs. “I don’t know. Sometimes 
it is possible to pass more together.” 

Anxious for a MotoGP podium (his best 
finish so far is fifth), he admits that “it is very 
difficult because I am not riding a Honda or 


a Yamaha. They look more easy to ride, but 
I don’t know because I try only Ducati. But 
I don’t want to think about them. I want to 
think only about my team, and Ducati. 

“I work for development with Ducati. I 
work to improve my style, to improve eve- 
rything. Riding is a continued development. 

I work always at 100 per cent, but I want to 
improve that 100 per cent all the time. 

“I am very happy for this season because 
I improve at every track. I have more feeling 
with my bike, with my people. I think this 
year, I and Ducati did a good job for improv- 
ing next year.” 

Next year he moves to the factory 
Ducati team, where ex-Aprilia engineer 
Gigi Dall’Igna has promised a completely 
redesigned bike ready for pre-season testing 
in 2015. “I expect it to be better. For me this 
is important because before coming to Mo- 
toGP I challenged every Sunday. Now it is a 
long time that I did not fight for the podium.” 

His own strong points? “I don’t know. 

I think in braking.” He pauses. “And in the 
wheelie ... heh heh heh. But I think it is my 
head, my mentality.” 

That’ll be the mania then. Stand well back 
from the barriers, everyone. EH 
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[RACE PACE] 


W ith the recent 
news of two 
Formula i teams 
going into admin- 
istration, there’s 
been a lot of talk 
about the financial situation in Fi. Talk of a 
boycott by the midfield, top teams running 
three cars and, on the flip side, extraordinary 
sums being talked about in terms of annual 
spending. Is the sport really in a crisis? What 
are the issues? Who is most affected? Is there 
a solution? 

With the benefit of annual filed accounts 
of teams from Companies House in the UK 
and some well-informed sources in teams I’m 
going to try and simplify the situation here as 
much as I can. 

When you look at money going out - the 
budget for running a season in Fi all depends 
on who you are. The biggest spenders are 
believed to be Red Bull Racing and Ferrari 
spending in the region of US $ 360 million 
per season with Mercedes (ah out US $330 
million) and McLaren (about US $290 million) 
next. The midfield teams like Force India, 
Lotus, Scuderia Toro Rosso and Williams 
are spending between US $190 million to 
160 million per season, with Sauber (US $120 
million), Caterham and Marussia (around US 
$95 million) last. You can draw two slightly 
conflicting conclusions from these numbers. 
The first that money buys success, where the 
top teams are able to spend more on better 
infrastructure and people to deliver better re- 
sults on track. The second that money doesn’t 
guarantee success but efficient spending can 
work - Williams spend half of what Ferrari and 
McLaren do and yet they’re currently ahead in 
the World Championship table. 

In terms of money coming in, the teams 
rely on three sources of funding - funding 
from owners, sponsorship and a share of 
income from the Commercial Rights Holders 
(CRH) of Formula 1, comprising primarily of 
CVC, a venture capital company along with 
Fi czar Bernie Ecclestone who now holds a 
minority stake. This income from TV rights, 
circuit hosting fees and so on is estimated to be 
about US $1.8 billion annually. 

Now let’s look at the issues. The Fi grid 
is a case of haves and have-nots. The big 
teams - Ferrari, Red Bull Racing, Mercedes 
and McLaren - have got solid funding from 
their owners, get a large slice of the income 
from the CRH and attract good sponsorship 
to keep them going. The midfield and smaller 
teams get a much smaller slice of the CRH 
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revenue and are heavily reliant on owner's 
funding and sponsorship. 

Of the total revenue earned by the rights 
holders, the teams get 63 per cent while the 
CRH retains the rest. That 63 per cent isn’t 
divided evenly. In sporting championships like 
the English Premier League or the NEL, there is 
a small, if any, discrepancy between what the 
top of the table and bottom of the table teams 
get. In El, the top teams get the largest slice of 
the pie which makes the smaller teams feel like 
the rich are getting richer while they are strug- 
gling just to survive. 

Take Everton for example - a midfield EPL 
team, comparable to a midfield Pi team like 
Lotus. Everton’s accounts show an expen- 
diture of about £ 115 million and an income 
of about £ 89 million as their share from the 
rights holders, leaving them with a deficit of 
20 per cent to cover through sponsorship and 
gate money. In Lotus’ case, their expenditure 
is about £ 125 million, yet they only receive 
about £ 45 million of the rights income from 
the CRH, leaving them with a shortfall of 
about 65 per cent. 

The counter argument is that top teams 
like Perrari or Mercedes have a bigger brand 
name and history and thus bring more value 


to the table so they deserve to get more. This 
was the basis behind the agreements being 
drawn up the way they currently are. 

The other issue is cost. Does it really make 
sense for a company to spend over US $350 
^ million to send two cars round and round in 

circles? The point is at some stage Pi has to 
4 address the issue of cost by making technical 

and sporting rules in such a way that it doesn’t 
make it beneficial for teams to spend huge 
sums of money. Teams will always spend what 
they have and policing a cost cap is impossible 
but if you make the rules in such a way that 
spending an extra 50 million doesn’t really 
give you a big benefit on track, that will act 
as a self-policing mechanism. The bizarre 
thing is, at a time when everyone was talking 
about cost cuts. Pi experienced its biggest ever 
technical regulation change where this season 


teams have had to triple their engine budgets 
and spend a huge sum on making cars to con- 
form to the new aerodynamic rules as well! 

There have been discussions about “What 
difference did it make having those teams at 
the back anyway?”. Well, now that you don’t 
have them, the midfield teams are at the back 
and if we lose them too, then the likes of Per- 
rari or McLaren could be at the back soon. If 
the top teams run three cars each, eventually 
one of them will be at the back and once they 
get fed up of that, they’ll quit. Pi ideally needs 
a minimum of ten teams of two cars each to 
balance out the grid and also give young tal- 
ent a chance with the smaller teams who are 
willing to take a risk. 

Is there light at the end of the tunnel? It 
all depends on whether the CRH and the big 
teams are willing to sacrifice some income 
for the greater good of the sport. This means 
redrafting the existing agreements such that all 
of the midfield and back of the grid teams get 
more of the revenue. The issue of cost is much 
more complicated and is something that will 
be harder to address in terms of details but is 
also something that needs to be addressed. It’s 
turbulent times in the Pi paddock and only 
time will tell how things play out. 03 
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At some stage Fi has to address the issue of cost 
by making technical and sporting rules in such a 
way that it doesn’t make it oeneficial for teams to 
spend huge sums of money 
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One day, watching Marquez win and win might 
get boring. It hasn’t yet. It’s to do not only with 
the people he is beating but also the sheer 
exuberance he brings to the job. . . Seldom is it 
quite as obvious as he makes it 


Y ou have the advantage over 
me here. By the time you 
read this you will know 
whether or not Marc 
Marquez managed to break 
Mick Doohan’s record of 12 
wins in a season, by adding a 13th at Valencia. 
The exigencies of publishing deadlines mean 
I am still in the dark on this. If he does (and 
I’m not betting against it), he will become the 
most successful racer of all time. The 
winningest. But it will only be because of a 
particular set of numbers, at a particular 
time. He has the gift of 18 races in a season. 
Back in far-off 1997, when the austere 
Australian dominator did it, he only had 15. 

So, as a matter of percentages, should 
Marquez win, he will have a hit rate of 72.2 
per cent. Doohan’s was fairly significantly 
better, at 80 per cent. His record may have 
tumbled, but only because of lack of 
opportunity. 

This set me thinking, and shortly 
afterwards to the record book. Apply the 
same percentage rule to the past, and how 
do these two serial winners of the last two 
decades measure up to the giants of then? 
Back when they had only 10 or 12 races to 
rack up wins? Or even, in the earliest days, 
only six or seven? 

Now Marquez and Doohan are cut down 
to size, somewhat. 

Two of grand prix racing’s titans have 
achieved too per cent. Eight-timer Giacomo 
Agostini, of course, in the third of seven 
consecutive years of winning the title, 
thanks certainly to the dominance of his 
factory MV Agusta, but also to his precise, 
fast and stylish riding, displayed to best 
effect in the much more competitive 350 
class. In the last five of those years, Ago’s 
average only once dropped below 80 per 
cent, and was always better than Marquez’s, 
even if the new boy does break the record at 
Valencia. 

The other? Not, as you might expect, 
Mike Hailwood, though of course he does 
figure large. His best was 87.5 per cent, 
winning seven of eight races in 1963. It goes 
without saying that he too was on an MV 
Agusta. So also was the only other rider to 
win every premier-class race in a season: the 
mighty John Surtees - seven from seven in 
1959. Surtees of course did something else 
none of the others have achieved: moving to 
four wheels and Formula One, to win the 
World Championship there as well. 

Domination is of course awe-inspiring. 


All of the above are giants of the sport, 
although Marquez at 21 is yet to achieve full 
stature. But exciting? That all depends on 
the opposition. Certainly the most 
memorable battles have come when the 
champion’s win rate was much lower. 
Because there were too many other people 
also able to win. 

Look at four-time champ Eddie Lawson’s 
final title in 1989, the year of his unexpected 
turncoat move from Yamaha to Honda. 
Kevin Schwantz won six races that year, 
Eddie only four. Wayne Rainey was his 
closest title rival, and he won three. Eddie’s 
percentage? Less than 27. Does that make 
him more of a champion, or less? 

And Wayne Rainey: in 1992, Doohan was 
running away with it, with five wins, when 
he broke his leg badly at Assen. Rainey took 
the title with just three wins, of 13 rounds: 23 
per cent. A bit of a freak year, but in his 
previous two winning seasons Wayne’s hit 
rate was a comparatively modest 40 per 
cent. Not for nothing is that spell of racing 
remembered as a golden age. 

Look at it all like this, and it conspires to 
devalue what Marquez has done. But that in 


turn only underlines the nature of statistics. 
What they mean depends almost entirely on 
how you add them up. Nobody could suggest 
that he hasn’t had classy opposition this year. 
Not just from Lorenzo and (now and then) his 
own team-mate Dani Pedrosa, but a resurgent 
Rossi as well. (Whose percentages, in the three 
years that he won 11 races, were between 64 
and 69, by the way.) 

Many used to complain, during 
Doohan’s display of utter superiority, that 
racing was boring. Mick’s disgruntled 
comment: “What do you want me to do? 
Slowdown?!” 

One day, watching Marquez win and win 
might get boring. It hasn’t yet. It’s to do not 
only with the people he is beating but also 
the sheer exuberance he brings to the job. It 
is in the nature of sport that its practitioners 
always improve. Seldom is it quite as 
obvious as he makes it. 

But if there is the threat of tedium in the 
future, don’t worry too much. MV-mounted 
Ago apart, nobody has ever dominated for 
more than five years in a row. 

Unless, in 2018, Marquez is going to 
break that record as well. 03 
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[RALLY ART] 



Martin 

Holmes 


martinh@overdrive.co.in 


Prokop celebrated his hundredth entry in WRC 
events over ten seasons - a most amazing and 
arguably unique achievement for someone who 
has never competed as a factory driver 


A year ago Martin Prokop 
gave us a very important 
insight into life these 
days as a privateer in the 
world rally champion- 
ship. The 32 year old 

Czech driver continues to face a constant 
struggle with budget issues, the depressing 
way that the FIA seems to feel the top end 
of the sport is the exclusive domain for the 
works teams and the way that the promot- 
ers of the series do nothing to encourage 
privateer teams to publicise their activities, 
how things only got a little easier for him 
when he was coerced into officially register- 
ing his team - and then finding this brought 
new restrictions on what he could do in the 
way of testing. He was driving in a world 
which was designed for other people. Well 
Martin and his team are still in the WRC, 
and still as determined as ever, this year cel- 
ebrating his hundredth entry in WRC events 
over ten seasons. A most amazing and argu- 
ably unique achievement for someone who 
has never competed as a factory driver. 

From the media point of view Prokop, 
the 2009 Junior World Champion is little 
spoken about. He makes few headlines, 
does not make many mistakes, does not 
take risks which could prove financially 
costly, doesn’t complain and make contro- 
versial comments, and is the head of what is 
simply a very happy team doing what they 
enjoy. Which doesn’t provide news! His 
hopes and dreams remain much the same as 
ever. Prokop: “It’s very hard but it’s still the 
same like in the beginning. We are happy 
with the life that we chose. It’s all good. It’s 
hard to say what we can do better, or what 
is the limit of what we can achieve. Last year 
we ended the season in ninth place in the 
world championship standings, this year we 
are ninth at this moment again.” This year of 
course there are more factory team drivers 
in the series, with the arrival of Hyundai. 

So in real terms things are better! “I think 
the biggest aim of the team is to finish each 
event on the podium." Still the nearest Mar- 
tin has got to achieving this goal was fourth 
in Argentina in 2013. Things are not getting 
easier however. 

“For the future, because the rules are 
changing, the new cars coming next year 
will bring new technical stuff so it is dif- 
ficult to say how much chance we still have 
to try to fight and how much time we still 
have to be in this WRC project. The new 
rules can be more difficult for a private 


team, so let’s see.” Next year the new cars 
will only be used for world championship 
events. The cars will not be able to be used 
as RRC cars like now and which many 
drivers do these days. “I just wish the FIA 
would do more for a private team, maybe 
announce private team championship 
standings and so on, to invite more private 
teams, but they are interested only in fac- 
tory teams. That is the way FIA chose and 
we have to respect this kind of game. That 
is why I said that we have to consider how 
long we are able to be like a private team 
and be in the world rally championship 
because it's not made for us. We can’t see 
rally improving in the world championship. 
We were hoping something would change 
in the media, with better TV coverage, TV 
production, but it didn’t come. We hope for 
the future the WRC will be more com- 
petitive with the other sports and with the 
other motorsports. At the moment it is not 
really competitive with the other sports in 
the TV. I think in this way the WRC should 
improve a lot.” 

What’s his great motivation to be in 
the world championship, is it to be on the 
same competition as the best drivers in 
the world or is it to have the chance to go 


to good events in faraway places. “I think 
that the world championship is still the 
best. The best races, the best stages, the 
best organisation. So I don’t want to race in 
some European championship or national 
championships,” he says. 

Martin also has personal objectives in 
the WRC: “Always you have some drivers 
who you would like to beat. For me in the 
past the big guy I always wanted to beat 
back in Production Car days was Nasser Al 
Attiyah. Every time we were together he 
was a good guy to fight. Now in these times 
where I am fighting with the factory teams. 
It is always great when we are faster than 
factory drivers, that is my aim so that is 
what we are trying to do. I am not focused 
on one driver. I’m focused on factory cars in 
general. When I see a factory car in front of 
me I want to be faster than him. That is now 
the aim.” 

In all my days following motorsport I 
have always enjoyed watching guys like 
Martin Prokop achieve their objective in a 
world where they are matched against the 
finest teams and drivers in the world, and 
despite all the obstacles the powers that 
be throw against them. Here’s to the next 
hundred rallies, Martin! 03 
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MotoGP Phillip Island 



Rossi says as he puts himself on the top step of the podium 


Words Michael Scott 


M anners maketh the man. 

Tyres maketh the racer. 
Nowhere was this more 
true than at Australia’s 
fast, blissful and difficult 
Phillip Island. Last year, in the worst possible 
way, when the race had to be not only 
shortened, but cut in two, with a mandatory 
stop to switch to fresh tyres, when the 
Bridgestones couldn’t cope with the heat and 
the abrasive new surface. 

This year rather differently, but as a direct 
consequence, on track-exclusive new hard- 
construction tyres designed to go the 
distance. There were winners and losers. 
Foremost among the former, in his 250th 
premier-class start, an ecstatic Valentino 
Rossi (Movistar Yamaha), who led a Yamaha 
1-2-3 “ the first since Le Mans in 2008. That 
time it was Rossi, Lorenzo, Edwards. This 
time the same rider was second, and third 
went to a flabbergasted Bradley Smith. 

“I saw it on the screen on the last lap, and I 
thought: That can’t be right’. A bit later I saw 
Valentino and Jorge ahead, and there was 


nobody else. Then I started making a weird 
noise in my helmet,” he said, so overcome in 
pare ferme that he was unable to speak to the 
TV interviewer. 

There was some luck involved, in what 
one rider described as “a survival race”, with a 
rate of attrition of almost 40 per cent - nine 
of the 23 starters didn’t get to the end. Four of 
those had been ahead of Smith, and one 
ahead of everybody. 

Marc Marquez (Repsol Honda) was going 
for his 12th win to equal Mick Doohan’s season 
record, and had a commanding five-second 
lead with ten of the 27 laps remaining when he 
lost the front on the downhill braking for MG 
corner. Down and out, and (he said) he wasn’t 
even pushing hard. Smith’s Monster Yamaha 
team-mate Pol Espargaro was also ahead of 
the Englishman when he had a carbon-copy 
front-end crash braking for Honda hairpin, a 
replica of what Lorenzo had done on a crash- 
strewn first day of practice. 

And likewise Cal Crutchlow, in his third- 
last Marlboro Ducati race, at the same place, 
after his first front-row start of the year. Cal 


had passed Lorenzo for second, and his brake- 
locking disaster was when he had barely half a 
lap to go for a second rostrum in the last three 
races. He was, understandably, “gutted”, and 
said the same as Marquez: “My mistake was to 
slow down. The tyre must have cooled off” 

But the day belonged to Valentino, at his 
favourite circuit, where he won every race 
from 2001 to 2005. Almost ten years later, 
back on top, he said: “What a race! To come 
back and win again at one of the most 
beautiful and favourite circuits. 

“I was strong from the beginning, but a 
mistake in qualifying meant I started from 
eighth position. That is a lot, a lot more 
difficult in the MotoGP of now.” 

He gained places in the early corners, and 
saw Marquez and Lorenzo leading. “When I 
got to third [on lap three] I was only one 
second behind Jorge, and I concentrated on 
him, because Marc was too fast.” 

They had a spirited battle from the ninth 
lap until the 17th, changing places several time. 
Then it was won, and then “I saw Marc crash, 
and I thought ... I can do it.” 03 
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MotoGP Sepang 


Winsome Marquez... 

... wins some more and sets a new lap record while at it 


Words Michael Scott 



I t’s been eight weeks and four GPs since Marc Marquez 
won a race. We were almost getting used to it. But not re- 
ally. In the meantime, he’s carried on breaking records, 
setting pole positions and fastest laps, and claiming the 
World Championship. Win number 12 - equalling the 
record set by Mick Doohan - really came as no surprise. 

But it didn’t come easily. While early leader Jorge Lorenzo 
succumbed to bodywork problems (on his bike, as well as him- 
self); Movistar Yamaha team-mate Valentino Rossi once again 
spanned the 14-year age gap, and harried the 21-year-old upstart 
without mercy for most of the 20 gruelling laps of the heat-sink 
Sepang circuit. It was the green versus the evergreen. But the last 
laps told the story. Marquez was greener. 

Twelve wins in his second MotoGP season puts the double 
champion equal with the 1997 record set by five-times champion 
Doohan. It’s worth recording that Mick did it in a year with only 
15 rounds, a rate of 80 per cent. Marquez took 17 races, or 70.5 per 
cent. Then again, there is one race left. Marquez could still lift the 
bar even higher. That is exactly what the ever-smiling youngster 
from Catalunya has been doing, pretty much all his career. 

The surprise, and to a capacity crowd of almost 82,000 at 
Sepang the joy, is how 35 year-old Valentino has raised his own 
standards to match. After another relatively lacklustre perfor- 
mance in practice and qualifying, he came from the second row 
of the grid to stalk early leader Lorenzo, to pounce and take the 
lead. Then, when Marquez nipped inside as he ran wide next time 
round, Rossi harried the Honda without mercy, until the very 
closing stages. 

No wonder Marquez raised eyebrows when, in the official 
post-race Dorna interview, he said: “Today, the strongest opposi- 
tion was the weather.” 

Rossi’s response: “It was supposed to be me.” 

With Pramac Ducati’s lannone ruled out after a practice in- 
jury, it was another race of attrition, with eight of 22 starters fail- 
ing to make the finish. Most notably Dani Pedrosa, who many 
had nominated as favourite for a third successive Sepang win. 
Instead the Repsol Honda crashed, not once but twice, ruling 
him right out of the battle for second overall. A second straight 
no-score means he will finish fourth. 

Other early casualties were Cal Crutchlow, his Ducati dying 
out on track with another electronic problem; plus Aleix Espar- 
garo (NGM Forward Yamaha) and Alvaro Bautista (GO&FUN 
Honda), who crashed out together on the second lap after the 
former ran into the latter. By the end, with just 14 finishers, there 
were points for all of them. 

Honda secured the Constructors’ title, though Yamaha gained 
valuable ground in the Teams’, where both riders’ points are to- 
talled. With Pedrosa’s no -score, Movistar Yamaha is now 29 
points adrift. And in spite of a non-finish, Espargaro senior is 
now unassailable as Open category champion. HI] 
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Valencia 


Weekend of dreams 


We soak in all the excitement at the final race at Valencia -'another weekendlForrfecoi:d_booksi 


f Words RishaadMody Photography Honda Pro Images SRishaadMody 


N ever had I wished so strongly 
to be on a motorcycle. In- 
stead, I was trapped on a bus 
that had been snared in traffic 
for the past two hours on a 
journey that should have taken twenty min- 
utes. Around us hundreds upon hundreds of 
big motorcycles roared by, their delicious 
sounding exhausts mocking us as we made 
achingly slow progress towards the Valencia 
Ricardo Tormo circuit. We were running so 
late that we were going to miss the Moto3 race. 


the only championship that was still undecid- 
ed. To make matters worse I had no Internet 
on my phone and thus had no way to know 
whether Jack Miller or Alex Marquez took the 
title. How I wished I was on a motorcycle... 

Valencia is the last race of the season and 
one of the most iconic. The atmosphere in the 
paddock on the previous day of qualifying 
was so electric that I almost forgot the tedious 
36 hour, stopover riddled journey it took to 
get here. As guests of HMSI, we got access to 
the HRC lounge in the paddock where we met 


the amazing people behind the most success- 
ful team in the series this year. But the real ex- 
citement was out there on track. Qualifying 
came as a bit of a shock. Marquez, who was 
the fastest all weekend, crashed in the final 
minutes of Qi (something he later accepted 
was his mistake). This left Pramac Ducati rider 
Andrea lanone on the top of the timings with 
Jorge Lorenzo behind. But on the very last 
minute, Rossi produced a magic lap to take 
his first pole in over four years. Dani Pedrosa 
also managed to squeeze in third relegating 
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Lorenzo to fourth while Marquez managed to 
put in a time good for fifth before he went 
down. It couldn't have gone any better with 
Rossi on pole, a Ducati in second and three 
Spaniards in the top three. In Motoi, recently 
crowned champion Esteve Tito’ Rabat man- 
aged to secure his nth pole of the season while 
Mot03 was equally exciting with Miller and 
Marquez taking second and third behind sur- 
prise pole sitter Nicollo Antonelli. And here I 
was sitting in a bus... 

We finally arrived to a loud rendition of 


the Australian national anthem. It was obvi- 
ous that Jack Miller had done the best he 
could, but the loud cheers from the crowd 
suggested that winning the race wasn't 
enough. Sure enough it turned out that Jack 
had pulled out all the stops but i 8 year old 
Alex Marquez rode a supremely mature race 
to finish in third - good enough to seize the 
championship by two points. Miller may 
have been the better performer all year but he 
wasn't very gracious when Marquez rode by 
to wish him. Granted, he just lost the champi- 


onship but we could have another bad boy 
Aussie rider in MotoGP next year. 

In Motoi Rabat was supremely quick 
from the start. Only Swiss rider Thomas 
Luthi could keep up and what an interesting 
race it turned out for it. Luthi relentlessly 
hounded Rabat, always at his heels and con- 
stantly sniffing for a way past. Lap after lap 
from our vantage point above the pit lane we 
saw Luthi slipstream past Rabat and dive 
through on the first corner. However Tito 
proved why he was champion and was al- 
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MotoGP Valencia 



The short but technical Valencia layout. Team 
trailers fill the paddock. An inspirational message 
from the team to Luis Saloml Lorenzo signs some 
autographs. Rossi's bike goes back into the pits. 
Marquez celebrates his 13th win of the season 

ways ready, passing Luthi almost immediate- 
ly on corner exit. But then on the last lap - 
shock! We watched in disbelief as Rabat 
seemingly made a mistake on the very last 
corner and let Luthi through. It later turned 
out that Rabat wasn't shaking his head in dis- 
appointment at himself when he crossed the 
line but it was because he couldn't believe his 
luck - the world champion's bike started to 


run out fuel as he exited the final turn. Such a 
heartbreaker racing can be. 

With an hour to kill between Motoi and 
MotoGP, there was something on my mind. If 
we were passed by motorcycles in such huge 
numbers when we were in the bus then what 
could the parking lot possibly be like? Quite 
simply - one of the greatest spectacles a mo- 
torcycle enthusiast could ever see. Tens of 
thousands of big machines lined up in a huge 
parking area, extending into tiny dots in the 
distance. The variety was tremendous - big 
adventure bikes and even larger cruisers 
shared ground with a variety of sportsbikes 


ranging from modern classics from the mid 
80s to state of the art SioooRRs and Pani- 
gales. And of course there were thousands of 
those large scooters that Europe is so fond of 
It takes quite a few minutes to comprehend 
the sheer numbers - one of the security 
guards said that it wouldn't be wrong to esti- 
mate that one lakh motorcycles would have 
made it to Valencia for the race from all over 
the continent. Phew! 

With a mind still reeling from the motor- 
cycle porn that is a MotoGP parking lot it was 
time for the big race. As the big machines re- 
turned from their sighting lap it started to 
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drizzle - light enough that the track stayed 
dry but heavy enough to cause some con- 
cern. And thus began one of the most tricky 
premier class races of the season. lanone 
quickly stole the lead from Rossi while Mar- 
quez who dropped a bit at the start climbed 
to third. Behind them were Dani Pedrosa, 
Jorge Lorenzo and the Ducati pair of Andrea 
Dovizioso and Cal Crutchlow. As he often 
does, Marquez stayed behind the leaders and 
observed until he decided to make his move 
with 21 laps to go. With the seeming ease that 
has made him such a dominant world cham- 
pion, he passed Rossi before slipping by 


lanone just half a lap later. By this time, the 
drizzle which had abated was back and Lor- 
enzo was suffering for it, having dropped to 
sixth behind both Ducatis. Around the same 
time, lanone made a mistake and briefly ran 
off track, losing third position. Lorenzo who 
was competing with Rossi for second on the 
championship had to do something so he 
made the call to pit and swap to his wet 
weather bike. lanone did so on the same lap 
as well. Unlike in Aragon, the ploy didn't 
work for Lorenzo and he rejoined a mostly 
dry race at the back of the pack. Wet weather 
tyres overheat in the dry and simply don't 


Everyone wants a photograph with the pretty pit 
girls. Alex Marquez is the Moto3 world champion! 
Thousands of gorgeous motorcycles in the parking 
lot. The HRC hospitality booth. Marquez's bike 
wheeled into the pits post his qualifying crash 

work and Lorenzo retired from the race with 
five laps to go, effectively handing second 
over to Rossi. Beyond this the only drama 
came from the scrapping Ducati pair of 
Dovizioso and Crutchlow who eventually 
completed in fourth and fifth respectively. 
Rossi attempted catching Marquez towards 
the end but the Spaniard was simply too 
quick and the old master finished 3.5 seconds 
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MotoGP Valencia 


MotoGP in India? 


HMSI are very keen on bringing MotoGP to 
India, so much so that they organised a 
meeting for us with the heads of Dorna and 
FIM, Carmelo Ezpeleta and Vito Ippolito. The 
two of them put it quite frankly - 'We are 
definitely interested in India and it is too big a 
market for us to ignore'. They also said that 
they are very impressed with the BIG and that 
with some small alterations, it would be 
perfect for MotoGP. The issue, as it always is, is 
a lack of money. MotoGP costs a fraction of 
what FI does but that fraction is still many 
millions of dollars. And right now no one is 
willing to come forward as a promoter. The 
recent withdrawal of FI from India and the 


disappointing number of spectators from the 
last race in 2013 are not encouraging either. 
Our opinion is that India is not quite ready for 
MotoGP to be a successful and returning 
venture. Instead of bringing the series here 
and then trying to attract spectators, it is 
more relevant to properly cultivate the culture 
of lifestyle motorcycling first. Once you have 
the bikers then you have the numbers - 
Malaysia is a perfect example. Fortunately, 
we're already on the right path with 
manufacturers like Harley Davidson, KTM, 
Triumph, DSK Hyosung/Benelli (and even 
Kawasaki) getting very involved. And the 
results are showing. However, once Honda and 
the other Japanese manufacturers put their 
might behind bringing big motorcycles at 
affordable prices, the segment will get the 
push it really needs. Nevertheless, the market 
is rapidly growing and when the time is right, 
India will quite probably host the MotoGP. But 
not just yet. 


Rabat, Marquez and Marquez - the three world 
champions of 2014 . The championship winning 
Marquez brothers are all smiles post race. Marc 
makes the race winning move on Andrea lanone. 
Spain is also home to some fantastic food 

adrift with Pedrosa in a distant third. 

It was a weekend for the history books. 
Marc broke Mike Doohan's record of 12 wins 
in a season while the Marquez brothers be- 
came the first siblings in history to win sepa- 
rate world championships in the same year. 
Rossi got his first pole in ages and finished 
second in the championship - not bad when 
you consider he is 14 years senior to Marquez 
and the oldest rider on track! 

Ironic as it may seem, going to a race is 


perhaps the worst way to watch a race. You 
only have a view of a few corners at best and 
you never really know what's going on until 
it's over. But attending MotoGP is so much 
more than just watching a race - it's all about 
the experience. There are few sounds sweeter 
than the sound of a GP bike exploding to life 
in the pits and screaming past on the 
straights . But there's more than just the bikes, 
be it the BMW M4 safety car pulling lurid 
drifts to entertain the crowd between races, 
the Repsol liveried stunt planes that tear your 
gaze upwards or simply being part of the 
huge crowd of super passionate fans. Mo- 
toGP in Europe is Mecca to the motorcycle 
enthusiast. Make the pilgrimage. 03 
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Farewell Mikko 


The WRC's almost man finally hangs up his heimet 


Words Martin Holmes 


F or all 13 years or so in the World 
Rally Championship, one driver 
has stood out in being fair and 
honest, some of the special reasons 
why Mikko Hirvonen has been immensely 
popular. For me he was also the Sir Stirling 
Moss of rallying, the driver who got so close 
to the title but never actually topped the chart 
at the end of a season, and never allowed his 
great disappointments to cloud his character. 
Mikko was given a full house celebration at 
M-Sport’s Happy Hour before the start of 
Wales Rally GB, and amidst all the expres- 
sions of genuine delight from everyone 
present, he broke off to give me a run down 
on the various things about his career that 
we never really understood. Things like his 
year at Subaru in 2004. It never really seemed 
to go well, but why? Hirvonen is candid and 
honest in his reply. “I think at that time, it was 
all too much too soon for me. I was still so 
young (23 years old) and suddenly here I was 
as second driver in a world championship 
team and my team-mate (Fetter Solberg) was 



the reigning world champion. In a way how- 
ever that year really taught me a lot. I grew 
up a lot that year, so Fm actually happy that it 
went in the way it did.” 

The Subaru year gave Mikko the chance 
for his career to retrench and in 20 o 6 he went 
to Ford, as team-mate to Marcus Gronholm 
who was already a double world champion, 
a year in which Mikko’s career came good 
and he scored his first WRC win. How much 
did Mikko learn from Marcus? “Marcus 
showed me how simple 'complicated' thing' 
can be. You can just take your mind out of 
everything else. Make the car set-up -wise so 
you are happy with it, then just go flat out. 
You don’t have to think about complicated 
things all the time. You need to have a car you 
are confident with. It doesn’t matter what 
anyone else is saying. If you like it, then that’s 
going to work. I learned to keep things really 
simple from him.” 

More than others, Mikko’s rally career 
owed a lot to many people, quite beyond all 
the support and encouragement he had at 








170 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 






Feature Mikko Hirvonen 




Podiums, wins and a very very narrow title loss in 
2009. For four-time WRC runner up, Mikko Hirvonen, 
it's been a chequered career at Ford and Citroen, but 
he's smiled through it all, now choosing to hang up 
his helmet after over a decade in the WRC 

M-Sport. “None of my career would have hap- 
pened without my manager Timo Jouhki," 
he says. "I’m sure I would still have been 
driving in the Finnish championship without 
the help he gave me to get out of Finland in 
rallying. I owe him all my career.” There was 
also Gabriele Favero in Italy, with who Mikko 
spend some of his formative years in rallying. 
“He was so fantastic. It was my first year out of 
Finland and I did all the rallies with Gabriele 
and the Motoring Club in Treviso. They are 
such nice people and I really made a lot of nice 


friends in my first year in Italy. I’m so happy 
to able to see him again in three weeks time 
when I’m going to do my last rally in Italy with 
Motoring Club with the same car I started 
with in 2002 and wearing the same overalls 
as well. It’s going to be perfect, kind of end of 
a circle,” he says with a smile. And Jari Viita 
who lent Mikko his Focus World Rally Car 
for 2005 when the Subaru deal fell flat, giving 
Mikko the chance to get fantastic results for 
a private car in Sardinia and Acropolis, and 
then a podium result in Spain. “Jari really gave 
me the chance again to fight my way back 
into the sport, and which led to driving for 
M-Sport. He came along at the right moment. 
After 2004, my co-driver Jarmo (Lehtinen) 
and I were really lost as to what we were going 


to do next, but with the help of Jari and Timo, 
we got a really perfect plan. The car was really 
perfect, worked perfectly and the results we 
got then helped us to create our career. It’s 
really a big thanks for him as well.” 

Mikko’s career in Ford cars took one major 
break when he went to Citroen for 2012 and 
2013 . His life was most affected by Citroens, 
good and bad, and not just because of the 
continual presence of Sebastien Loeb! In 
Australia 2009,, Mikko inherited the victory 
(for Ford) because Loeb and the other Citroens 
were given after-event penalties for using 
non-homologated parts. Then in Portugal, in 
2012 (when he was driving a Citroen), he was 
excluded from winning because it was his car 
that was running non-homologated parts. Cit- 
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roen gave him his only non-Ford win (Sardinia 
in 2012). “Actually I’m really happy for those 
two years I spent with them. I think 2012 was 
one of the best years I had even though I didn’t 
get the title, but as a team, we won everything 
and I had many big fights with Seb (Loeb) and 
I really enjoyed working with him. Of course 
I was lucky to find my future wife (Linda Mar- 
tins, who was a Citroen WRC press attache) 
as well, so even if I didn’t win the title I found 
something even more special!” 

And the most pressing question - Mikko 
was WRC title runner-up four times, and 
never lost the title by such a small margin 
as in 2009 when Sebastien Loeb beat him 
by one point. Many people said the turn- 
ing point was the final round where Mikko 


was delayed by an unsecured bonnet and 
losing confidence on the Brechfa stages. I, 
however, had the feeling it all went wrong 
earlier, in Sardinia, when the team allowed 
his team-mate Latvala to win the rally and 
not help Mikko in his championship chal- 
lenge. “Maybe it was that, but you could also 
say I lost the championship in Argentina and 
Poland," he says. "Yes, we got close to the title 
but we didn’t make it. Seb always found a way 
to get all the points needed and he did on that 
year as well. There are so many ifs and huts, 
no point in looking back and thinking what 
we could have done differently. I don’t really 
have regrets or bad memories of those things. 
We didn’t win the title but I still feel really 
proud of what we have achieved and of all the 


memories that we have.” 

And what is Mikko’s plan for the future? He 
recently became famous for being the world’s 
fastest indoor driver driving a crosskart in an 
exhibition hall in Finland, in which he and 
Jarmo had business connections. “Actually we 
are not involved with that anymore. We sold 
our shares away, it’s still running in Finland but 
we decided it was better to leave it to the others . 
That’s not in future plans.” 

Going back to make his final rally at 
Gabriele Favero’s Prealpi Master Show 
(December 7-8) in Italy is Mikko all over 
- someone who never forgets his friends. 
That is why he has always been so popular in 
the WRC. So long, Mikko, and thanks for all 
the memories! 03 
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Maruti Suzuki Raid de Himalaya 


X Raided stuff 

The Raid de Himalaya isn’t for the faint of heart as the sixteenth edition proves 



■f 




Suzuki Raid de Himalaya. Easily one of the 
toughest rallies in the world. And certainly not 
for the faint of heart. 

And the 2014 edition of the Raid de Hima- 
laya, the sixteenth year the event has been 
held, was no different. It proved to be a rally of 
attrition, with only 19 teams of the 41 starters 
in the 4x4 Xtreme category able to complete 
the rally. Over on two wheels, only 15 riders 
managed to finish the event out of the 27 who 
started it. While 39 out of 50 teams finished 
the event in the Adventure class. And the or- 
ganisers of the event even went so far as to say 
that they were expecting even more people to 
drop out of the rally, however a snow storm 
that led to cancellation of stages meant that 
some of the more gruelling stages weren’t able 
to claim victims along the way. 

When the competitors were flagged off 


from the Peterhoff Hotel in Shimla, they knew 
they were in for an immensely hard week 
ahead. And they were sent off with a stern 
warning from Himalayan Motorsport presi- 
dent Vijay Parmar that the running really 
would be tough. The route had twists that 
would take competitors through even more 
remote areas than usual, adding to the chal- 
lenge. The reason for this was so that the route 
didn’t pass through the more populated areas 
of the mountains, while also making things 
tougher for the drivers and riders. 

Now, given that it’s the Raid de Himalaya, 
there’s one name that really stands out. Suresh 
Rana, who has won the Raid a whopping nine 
times, was the man that all eyes were on. The 
41 year old Team Maruti driver, with co -driver 
Parminder Thakur, seemed all set to take his 
tenth victory at the event. But, as it happens so 


W hen the ice freezes over, 
when the snow is 
coming down by the 
bucketload, and when it 
really does look like the 


end of the world is around the corner, instead 
of heading indoors to safety, a bunch of rather 
adventurous men and women end up braving 
the mountains. They choose to battle the 
snowstorms, accept that they may lose a finger 
or two to frostbite, and sign declaration forms 
that say they might never make it back down 
the mountains. They wear their thermals, don 
rally overalls atop that, and strap themselves 
into their rally vehicles. The more adventurous 
of them opt for two wheels, not four. Then it’s 
off through valleys, over mountain passes, 
past frozen lakes - not at a leisurely pace but as 
fast as they can go. After all, it’s the Maruti- 
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Jagmeet Gill and 
Chandan Sen took the 
win in the Adventure 
Category of the Raid, 
while Amartej Buwal 
and Nakul Mendiratta 
won the Xtreme 


often, in the mountains, things are never as 
they seem. Until the fourth day of the rally, 
Rana and Thakur led the way. They’d had 
three competitive days of rallying, with exces- 
sive snowfall at Kunzum La leading to cancel- 
lation of stages on Day 4. However, Rana and 
Thakur, in their Grand Vitara, went into the 
fifth day of the Raid with a seven minute lead 
over their nearest rivals, Abhishek Mishra and 
Hanumant Singh in a Team Thunderbolt 
Grand Vitara. 

Then came the tricky section on the way 
to Nakee La, at a height of close to 5,000m 
above sea level. While navigating a sharp 
hairpin bend, Rana made a mistake, causing 
his Vitara to tumble down the side of the 


slope. And with the machine totalled, it was 
game over for the Manali rallyist. But there 
was no hope for Mishra either, with the ace 
rallyist making the same mistake that Rana 
made at nearly the very same spot. Off went 
the second Vitara too, out of contention, end 
of the rally. 

The fight for victory continued though, 
with Captain AVS Gill, Harpreet Singh 
Bawa, Amartej Buwal, Lt Col Shakti Bajaj, 
Gaurav Angra, Raj Singh Rathod and Karan 
Jung all rallying hard. Ultimately it was Lu- 
dhiana rallyist Buwal, with navigator Nakul 
Mendiratta who managed to move into the 
lead and hold on till the very end. Second 
place went to AVS Gill, while Karan Jung fin- 


ished the rally third overall. 

The running wasn’t simple for the two- 
wheeler riders either. And Team TVS’ R Nata- 
raj also made an error on Leg 5 of the rally, 
sliding down the mountainside near where 
Rana and Mishra had crashed. However, he 
was able to recover from it and made it to the 
finish line in first. Now what’s really and truly 
special about what R Nataraj did, however, is 
that he made it to the finish line a whole hour 
before the first car made it there! 

And now the mountains rest for a whole 
year. And when the shriek of engines makes it 
back for the next edition of the Raid de Hima- 
laya, we’ve been promised an even tougher 
rally. We can’t wait! [sH 
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JK Racing Championship & Polo Cup 



The plot thickens as theCTiattipu 
get closer at JK Racing Series af 


igship battles 


Words St Photography Suresh Narayanan 


# 1 ' 


W e were looking 
at each other, 
so we forgot 
to brake,” said 
Diljith TS who 

was in a fierce fight all through with Chittesh 
Mandody at the second Formula LGB 4 race 
at the JK Racing Championship. During the 
battle, both drivers ended up running wide at 
the last corner of the last lap, while keeping 
their eyes on each other, and, as Diljith put 
it, just forgetting to brake. Though Diljith’s 
car had a handling issue which slowed him 
down in the corners, he was able to make up 
for the time on the straights. And this is one 
of the reasons the duo traded places so often. 
However it was Diljith who finished the race 
a fraction of a second before Mandody, which 
made it quite a nailbiter. Raghul Rangaswamy 
finished third after battling it out with Vishnu 
Prasad, who ultimately finished fifth. And 
though Race 1 wasn’t as much of a thriller 
as Race 2, it still had Mandody and Diljith 
fighting for the lead, with the only difference 
being that Mandody claimed the top spot on 
the podium. Vishnu settled for the third spot 
on the rostrum after fighting with Ameya 
Bafna through the race. Diljith took his sec- 


ond win of the weekend at the third Formula 
LGB 4 race of the weekend, ahead of Vishnu, 
while Raghul Rangaswamy managed to fin- 
ish third. 

Vishnu’s run of mixed luck continued 
during the FB02 races as well. While the 
Chennai racer clocked a time of 2 minutes 
10.823 seconds during the first race of the 
weekend, the fastest lap of the race, he was 
pushed down to fifth place due to a jump 
start that was no doubt caught by the mas- 
sive screens in Race Control at the Buddh 
International Circuit. The race win went to 
Akhil Rabindra, who started on pole, while 
Rahil Noorani had a good race, starting 
eighth and finishing second. Anant Shan- 
mugam took third place. And while Armaan 
Ebrahim and Aditya Patel had managed to 
enthral the crowds at Coimbatore with their 
performance at the last round, this time, the 
guest drivers weren’t able to finish their races 
due to technical problems with their cars. 

Sunday proved to be better for Vishnu 
though, with the racer managing to make 
his way past pole man Rabindra during the 
first few laps. Then he got past Rahil Noo- 
rani, who was at that point in the lead, and 
from there it was a dash to the chequered 


flag. Noorani had to stay content with sec- 
ond place while Rabindra could do no better 
than third. The third FB02 race was an easy 
run for Prasad as he finished the race 7.454 
seconds ahead of Rabindra, while Ananth 
Shanmugham finished third. 

Over at the Volkswagen Polo R Cup 
races, things were finally looking up for 
Delhi racer Lee Keshav Gupta. Looks like 
the single seater experience he’s racked up 
driving the F1600S in the National Racing 
Championship is paying off, because Lee 
managed to take his first win of the season 
at Race 1 of the Polo Cup. While he started 
the race on pole position, he fell to third 
place after the start, but managed to claw 
his way back to the head of the pack. This, 
despite a rather fierce fight from Polish lady 
racer Gosia Rdest. Full credit to Rdest who, 
in her first outing in a Touring Car, managed 
to finish second. Karthik Tharani had to 
settle for third place in the race, with his car 
plagued by engine trouble. 

The second of the Polo Cup races saw 
stiff competition from the other Polish guest 
driver, Dylan Pereira. While Dylan, Angad 
Singh Matharoo and Lee Keshav were in- 
volved in a fierce battle for the lead, things 
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An exciting weekend of racing saw Vishnu Prasad (No 66) score podiums in the Formula 
LGB 4 class and wins in the FB02 class, while Lee Keshav (No 4) took two wins in the 
Volkswagen Polo Cup races 


got a little hairy. Some of the racing manoeu- 
vres between Pereira and Matharoo came 
under close scrutiny, and resulted in the dis- 
qualification of the Polish driver. Lee man- 
aged to overtake Angad, and held on to his 
lead to win the race, with Matharoo second. 
Karminder Pal Singh finished third. 

The final race on Sunday proved to be 
better for Pereira though, when he moved 
into the lead of the race on the seventh 
lap and held on to it till the chequered flag 
fell. Karminder’s consistent driving led 
to a second place finish for him. Karthik 
Tharani, who started the race on pole 
but was pushed down the order when his 
car went into neutral at the first corner, 
recovered from sixth place to claim the 
final spot on the podium. And though Lee 
Keshav had to retire from the race during 
the early laps, his performance in the first 
two races meant he was still able to move 
up from fifth to third in the championship 
standings. The man at the head of the order, 
however, is Karminder Pal Singh. 

There’s one round left to decide the 
championship, and we’ll let you know exactly 
how things pan out at that final and critical 
round at the BIC. SH 
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Motorsport News 


Indian GP set to return to FI calendar in 2017? 

Buddh International Circuit could replace Sochi on the Formula 1 calendar 


THE FIRST EVER INDIAN GRAND PRIX HELD AT THE BUDDH 
International Circuit in 2011 seemed like the start of a whole new 
chapter for Indian motorsport. However, after hosting Formula 1 in 
India for the contracted three years, it came as no surprise that the BIC 
didn’t feature on the Fi calendar in 2014. There were issues that the 
sport as a whole faced, with political red tape and taxation woes caus- 
ing the teams considerable grief However, at the recently concluded 
Russian Grand Prix at Sochi, OVERDRIVE has learned that a high level 
meeting took place between Sameer Gaur, managing director and 
chief executive officer of JPSI, and Bernie Ecclestone, chief executive of 


the Formula 1 Group. The aim of the meeting was to work out the pos- 
sibility of the Indian GP replacing the Russian GP on the Fi calendar in 
2017, once the Russian GP’s three-year contract runs out. OVERDRIVE 
has also learned that a part of the plan to bring Formula 1 back to India 
involves government involvement at a high and crucial level to sort 
out bureaucratic issues that have otherwise plagued the race. Speaking 
to OVERDRIVE, Gaur stated, “JPSI is very keen on bringing Formula 1 
back to India and having the BIC host the Indian GP once again, how- 
ever we have no timeline in place for this.” On being asked about the 
meeting between JPSI and Ecclestone, Gaur declined to comment. 



CS Santosh gearing up for 2015 rally-raid season 


Set to train with Dakar veteran Ruben Faria 

AFTER SUCCESSFUL OUTINGS AT THE ABU DHABI AND 
Qatar rounds of the 2014 World Cross Country Rally Champion- 
ship, Santosh took a five month break before the Morocco round of 
the championship, the final round of the season. He started eighth 
on the road, with all the faster motorcyclists starting after him and 
passing him over the course of the day. To make matters worse, he 
lost time too, and described the first day to Morocco to us as “the 
worst day in my rallying career." Things picked up though, and over 
the course of the rally, he managed to do better, with the sixth day 
at Morocco being the best of the event. The rider was able to salvage 
22nd position at Morocco. And while the 2014 season is over, 
Santosh already has his sight set very firmly on 2015. He is spending 
the next two months in preparation, the most significant training 
involves navigation training under Dakar veteran Ruben Faria. 
Which of course makes us wonder whether or not the first event 
that Santosh will compete in will be the 2015 Dakar Rally. For now 
though, the racer is keeping mum and training hard. 
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Gaurav Gill and Musa Sherif win Rally de Bengal 

Arjun Rao and Satish Rajagopal finish second after losing their overnight advantage in the rally 


ARJUN RAO AROOR AND SATISH RAJAGOPAL LED THE FIRST 
day of the IRC Rally de Bengal at Durgapur. The duo, in their 
Volkswagen Polo, managed to eke out a i6 second advantage over 
Gaurav Gill and Musa Sherif in their Team Mahindra Adventure 
SuperXUV, with brake trouble on the XUV causing Gill to lose 
time. The stages on Day i were tough on the cars and competitors 
alike, with i8 starters retiring at the end of the first day, including 
the likes of Samir Thapar and GS Mann in their Evo X, and Amrit- 
trajit Ghosh and Ashwin Naik in their SuperXUV. Even so. Gill 


was up to the challenge of making up the deficit to Aroor over the 
special stages run the next day. Over the first special stage on Day 
2, he made up 23 seconds, and a further 27 seconds on the second 
special stage, eventually claiming victory. Aroor had to be content 
with second place, although he did win the i6oocc class at the rally. 
Finishing third overall was Sunny Sidhu and PVS Murthy, also of 
Team Mahindra Adventure. Rahul Kantharaj and Vivek Bhatt of 
Team Yokohama won the 2000CC category, with Adith KC and 
Harish KN winning the FMSCI 1600 Cup. 


APRC: Team MRF's Jan Kopecky wins China Rally 


Gives MRF a perfect season of six wins of six rallies 

TEAM MRF HAS CERTAINLY HAD A GOOD YEAR AT THE 
2014 Asia Pacific Rally Championship. Between drivers Gaurav 
Gill and Jan Kopecky, the team has managed to win every single 
one of the six rallies of the 2014 season. The China Rally started 
with Gill and co -driver Glenn MacNeall gaining a massive lead 
over their team-mates Kopecky and Pavel Dressier. However, Gill’s 
Team MRF Skoda Fabia S2000 ended up hitting a rock on the fifth 
stage of the rally, which sent him into retirement on SS 6. This left 
the stage clear for Kopecky, already crowned 2014 champion, to 
gun for the win. Finishing second overall was Cusco Subaru’s Yuya 
Sumiyama, who was also crowned Asia Cup Champion. Team 
MRF has now scored three consecutive APRC Manufacturer titles, 
the only Indian manufacturer to achieve such a distinction in 
international motorsport. 
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Motorsport News 


Maruthi and Anand win 
Rally Kalinga 

Karthick Maruthi and Sankar Anand took 
the overall win in the sixth round of the 
Indian National TSD Rally Championship, 
the Spirit of Kalinga Rally at Bhubaneswar. 
Finishing second were Ganesh Moorthy 
and T Nagarajan, while Ajgar Ali and 
Mohammed Musthafa finished third. It 
was a 1-2-3 finish for Team Tata Motors 
in the Pro Stock category, with Sourav 
Chatterjee and Ashoke Kumar Basu fin- 
ishing first, Rajiv Sarkar and Moulinath 
Ghosh second, and Chidananda Murthy 
and BS Sujith Kumarfinishingthird. Ali and 
Musthafa continue in the lead of the Pro 
Expert championship with 111 points, while 
Murthy and Kumar still lead the Pro Stock 
category with 124 points. 



Chandtiok nominated FE 
drivers' representative 

By the time you read this, the first and 
second rounds of the inaugural Formula 
E championship will already be over. And 
in order for the series to continue running 
in a successful manner, the need for a 
drivers' representative has been found. 
Mahindra Racing's Karun Chandhok has 
been elected as a drivers’ representa- 
tive for the series, along with Dragon 
Racing’s Oriol Servia. The pair of drivers 
will represent the entire Formula E grid 
when it comes to interacting with the FE 
organisers and the FIA, with a particular 
focus on matters like driver safety and 
circuit layout. 




MRF Challenge kicks off 

Indian driver Raj Bharath makes a mark with one win and one podium 


THE FIRST ROUND OF THE MRF 
Challenge kicked off under the floodlights of 
the Losail International Circuit at Qatar. British 
driver Toby Sowery set the pace in practice and 
qualifying and was on pole for Race i. While 
Raj Bharath was his nearest rival, a mechanical 
problem meant that he had to start from the 
pitlane. This left Sowery free to dominate the 
race and notch up a win. The second race saw 
Tarun Reddy start from pole, thanks to the 
reverse grid start. The MRF FF1600 champion 


went on to win the race, with Russian driver 
Nikita Mazepin second and Sowery taking the 
final spot on the podium. The grid for Race 3 
saw Sowery on pole, with Bharath next to him, 
with the second-fastest qualifying times decid- 
ing the order. Despite a tough start that saw 
Bharath pushed down to fourth, he managed 
to recover and win his first race of the weekend. 
The final race played into the hands of Sowery 
once again, with Bharath finishing second and 
Ryan Cullen taking third. 



Podium finish for Patel 

Claims second place in Barcelona round of International GT Open 


ADITYA PATEL AND TEAM-MATE CESAR 
Campanico had another successful outing 
in the International GT Open Series at Bar- 
celona. The duo, who have already notched 
four podiums and one win, put in solid per- 
formances during testing on Thursday and 
free practice on Friday, eventually qualifying 
fifth. Campanico who qualified fifth on the 
grid in the GT3 class and eighth overall had 
a tough start to the race, falling back a few 


places but managed to claw his way back up 
to fourth place before the pitstop and driver 
change. Patel then took over and put in some 
very quick early laps to pass the team's other 
car (driven by Fabien Hamprecht and Fer- 
nando Monje) to move up the order. From 
there on, the youngster pushed hard to reel 
in the leading car but since time was short, 
maintained a steady pace to finish the race in 
second place. 


182 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 






Network Hi 



SUBSCRIBERS GET EXCLUSIVE COLLECTOR’S EDITION COVERS 
NOT AVAILABLE AT NEWS STANDS 



PERIOD 

COVER PRICE 

YOU PAY 

YOU SAVE 

GIFT MRP 

lYEAR 

^1800 

^1499 

?301 

WORTH ^600 

2 YEARS 

^ 3600 

^2999 

?601 

WORTH ^1600 

3 YEARS 

^5400 

^4499 

?901 

WORTH ^2100 


MAGAZINE • WEB • TV 


overdrne 


India's Largest Auto Media 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

Yes, I would like to subscribe to Offer for Year. 

Name: Mr./Ms.: 

Subscription No. (For Renewal) Organisation: 

Please send my copy to □ Residence □Office(kindly tickon any one) 

Mailing Address: 


City: State: Pin: 

■fel:(0) (R): Mobile: E-mail: 

I liked to read OVERDRIVE becasue 

Please find enclosed cheaque/DD no drawn on (name of bank) 

dated for ? favouring NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd - Publishing. 

(Courier charges applicable: 1 year ?140 (Mumbai) & ?280 (Outstation) | 2 years ?280 (Mumbai) & ?560 (Outstation) 1 3 years ?420 (Mumbai) & ?840 (Outstation) 

OR charge my n VISA □ MASTERCARD (kindly tick on any one) Card No.: 

Card Expiry Date: Date: Subscriber Signature: 

Subscription Department: Network 18 Media & Investments Ltd., Unit No. 501, 5th Floor, Tower - 1, One Indiabulls Centre, Jupiter Textile Mills, Senapati Bapat Marg, 

Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400013 - Maharashtra. Tel : 022-33634760 / 022-33634562, Email: Customercare@networkl8publishing.com 

Terms & Conditions: Your subscription will start from the next available issue. No cancellation will be entertained after commencement of the subscription. NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. reserves the right to extend, cancel or discontinue the offer. 

Though NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. will take utmost care to dispatch the copies safely NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. does not take the responsibility of any postal delays and damaged copies dispatched. 

Gifts will be dispatched after 6 - S weeks after processing of your subscription. The image is for representation purposes only. Actual model, colors may vary. For more information contact NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd. subscription department. 

The company at its absolute discretion and without further notice may discontinue, publication of the magazine and in the event of such discontinuation, we shall refund the subscription amount for the unexpired term only, without any interest, cause and consequence. 








Goodbye, farewell and amen 

We’ve gotten quite attached to the EcoSport over the past few months, but it’s time to move on 

TOTAL MILEAGE 22.435km DATE ACQUIRED Apr 14 THIS MONTH: MILEAGE 3005km FUEL 228 litres EFFICIENCY 13. 2kmpl 


I t’s been an up and down with the 
EcoSport in OVERDRIVE. Those of 
you who follow our long term reports 
will know that we’ve gone through 
three different cars before the blue 
one you see here came along. The previous 
cars had all sorts of electrical gremlins, one 
of them rolled into a tree when the inattentive 
Ford driver forgot to engage the handbrake 
when he dropped it off to us and the third one 
ended up with a damaged sump. 

The blue car however ran with us for five 
months without any serious issues. It did have 


a rattle coming from the rear suspension but 
that was fixed in the last service. However 
there was also a rattle from the drivers side 
that was never quite resolved. 

The EcoSport could always have done 
with a little more lower end grunt, but a 
smooth and rev happy diesel meant it wasn’t 
hard to get decent performance out of it. On 
the other hand, it also meant that mileage 
was never a high point and we hardly used to 
see much more than about 13.5kmpl in real 
world driving. 

But the EcoSport was especially endear- 


ing to me because it addressed the smaller 
details. The size is perfect for the big city and 
accurate parking sensors make parking a 
breeze. The driving position is spot on and the 
cabin is very comfortable for the front passen- 
gers. Rear space isn’t bad either and it’s an en- 
joyable car to drive. A little more grunt and bet- 
ter ride over poor roads would have made this 
a really good machine. All said, the EcoSport 
is not perfect but I find myself missing it more 
than most cars that leave our garage. Few cars 
have struck a chord like the EcoSport has. 

Rishaad Mody 
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KTM RC 390 

(INTRODUCTION) 



OD garage 


Perfect match 


Halley finally finds his match 

TOTAL MILEAGE 1,612km DATE ACQUIRED Nov 14 



I'm a sportsbike lover and have been 

looking to get myself an affordable one for 
a long time now. It’s been eight years since I 
owned a motorcycle and the time finally ar- 
rived when KTM launched their first sportsbike 
in India, the RC 390. It’s been less than a month 
since she arrived and I have already clocked over 
1600 kilometres. Track days, touring and the 
office commute, this RC will see it all. Rishaad 


and I have already gone touring (you can read 
more about it on page 134). The RC was quite 
impressive on the highway. Cruising at triple 
digit speeds is effortless and one can hold speeds 
below i2okmph in sixth gear without strain- 
ing the motor. The only downside is the seat, it 
is super hard and offers very little padding on 
the sides, a softer seat would definitely help es- 
pecially on long rides. The rear seat however is 


soft, I sat pillion and found it to be quite com- 
fortable. I even rode to office, it’s an 80km com- 
mute through Mumbai traffic and can get quite 
tiring but I like the challenge. The engine does 
heat up, like in the 390 Duke, but the side fairing 
helps prevent your legs from getting cooked. 

So far the bike has gone through its first 
regular service, the oil and oil filter were re- 
placed and the engine seems to have smooth- 
ened out a bit. Any problems so far? Well, the 
rod that connects the gear lever to the shifter 
got loose and came off. Luckily the KTM ser- 
vice centre was nearby and it was fixed in no 
time. The rear blinkers tend to fog up if the bike 
is washed or ridden in rain. They are different 
from the ones seen on the Duke, a replacement 
is on its way soon, hope it doesn’t fog up too. 
The tank uses a matte coating which has al- 
ready rubbed off due to contact with my riding 
jacket, a tank pad is a must then. 

I can’t wait to take her to the race track, 
hopefully during the next IndiMotard TWO 
school at the Kari Speedway. 

Halley Prabhakar 


HONDA ACTIVA 


Running fresh again 

The Active 125 returns from a much needed service and is back to unstressed commuting 

TOTAL MILEAGE 4027km DATE ACQUIRED Aug 14 THIS MONTH: MILEAGE 2,042km FUEL 48.3 litres EFFICIENCY 42. 2kmpl 



It's been over a month that 1 have had 

the Activa 125. As I ride the Honda Activa 125 
on a daily basis within the city both for per- 
sonal errands and for shoots, I commute about 
6-7km daily which isn’t much by Mumbai 
standards. But again, it’s not more than what 
most owners would do with a scooter. Even on 


the occasional long ride, I find the Activa to be 
quite a comfortable scooter. However it does 
feel a bit stiff on poor roads. 

What I do like is that most of my basic gear 
for shoots fits into the under-seat compart- 
ment leaving my back free from carrying the 
heavy loads that we photographers are so used 


to. I also like the bite from the front brake but 
have found that you need to exercise some 
caution on wet or slippery surfaces. While the 
styling of the bike is neat but simple, there are 
some premium chrome touches that catch a 
lot of attention when you stop at a signal. The 
metal foot pegs for the pillion also add to the 
expensive feel this scooter commands. I am 
not a very aggressive rider and on the Activa, 
I find myself happy at a steady 50-6okmph. 
While I mostly ride solo, there have been a 
couple of instances where I’ve ferried a pillion 
around but have never got any complaints 
about rear seat comfort. But on longer rides, I 
don’t hear many nice things about the scoot- 
er’s ride comfort at the rear. The digital odom- 
eter gives a modern touch to the instrument 
cluster. The Activa has just come back from 
service and the stalling issue we complained 
about last time has been solved. Back to happy 
and effortless commuting then. 

Makarand Baokar 
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I 


Better 

Put your lights on 





Safer seen 


Most car-motorcycle accidents are attributed 
to the driver never seeing the bike. Flip a 
switch and you’re more likely to be seen 


■iltJlIlilliU ! I U =1 ! =1 ;liV JiU J : 


T he British even have a name 
for it. SMIDSY. Sorry mate, I 
didn’t see you. It’s a sobriquet 
endowed on the most com- 
mon kind of car-motorcycle 
crash. Where the driver - blinded by his cell- 
phone, music system, passengers, A-pillar, 
whatever - hits a bike. In many, many ac- 
cident studies, the motorcycle and rider es- 
caping the notice of the car driver has been 
identified as the causative agent that led to 
the incident. In fact, SMIDSY accidents are 
one of the reasons why most countries re- 
quire two -wheelers to keep their headlights 
on all the time. So here is the simplest safety 
tip in the history of Better Riding. 

It is really effective. As a friend and con- 
firmed car guy told me recently, a bright 


headlight of a motorcycle in the rear view 
mirror recently prompted him forcefully 
to be aware of a motorcycle that was right 
behind his car at the time. It doesn’t matter 
how my friend reacted to this information 
- by giving way or just carrying on regard- 
less. As long as he knew that there was a 
bike behind him, the motorcyclist was in 
a safer place. 

Luckily you can access this safety mea- 
sure very easily. Just turn your lights on. I 
did and instantly got a reprimand from a 
traffic policeman a few years ago. He told 
me that lights were meant for the night and 
if I persisted in riding with th on, eventually 
I’d be spot-fined. “You’re not blind, right?” 
Haha. Very funny. 

But after that. I’ve taken to ensuring that 


my pilot lamps are always on. An illuminat- 
ed spot, even on a bright day catches your 
attention and I’ve come to find that pedestri- 
ans will usually see that wee light and allow 
you to pass before they plunge headlong into 
traffic. Or car people about to make a badly 
timed lane change will swerve back into the 
lane catching the light in their mirrors. 

If you’ve got a bike with pilot lamps, 
do yourself a favour and turn them on for 
every single ride. If you have a bike with- 
out pilot lamps, get a small lamp added or 
remember to get one with them the next 
time. It’s worth it. Manufacturers please 
note, I think until the always-on headlamp 
becomes a norm even in India, we would 
all be safer if we could turn our pilot lamps 
on. Kindly help. H3 


The British even have a name for it. SMIDSY. Sorry 
mate, 1 didn't see you. It's a sobriquet endowed on the 
most common kind of car-motorcycle crash. Where the 
driver - blinded by his cellphone, music system, 
passengers, A-pillar, whatever - hits a bike. 
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HELMETS 

similarly should be 
bright and flashy 
because they catch 
attention. Black 
helmets look cool 
on Youtube. But on 
the street, they’re 
invisible 


GEAR 

too, has the same 
job -that’s why most 
jackets have 
reflective elements. 

A neon green jacket’s 
biggest advantage 
is that people can’t 
ignore that colour 




LIGHT 

any light, catches 
attention even in 
the day. And as a 
motorcyclist, you 
want the attention. 
Adriver is unlikely to 
hit what he 
can see 


LOUD 

pipes, though, are an 
exception to this. 
Inside a car, pin- 
pointing where that 
annoyingly loud 
bike is located is an 
imprecise process. 

It just makes you a 
nuisance 
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Gear & Gadgets 



E Nexus 6 

^40,000 I google.com/nexus/6 

The Nexus 6 goes right to the top of 
the smartphone food chain with a 
6-inch display, 2.7GHz quadcore 
processor, 3GB of ram and the latest 
Android OS - 5.0 Lollipop 


E Razor Crazy Cart XL 

^43,000 I razor.com 

The XL is basically a plus sized version 
of the ridiculously fun Crazy Cart that 
uses a small electric motor and allows 
you to pull lurid drifts in any angle and 
direction - simple but huge fun 



B Nordschliefe 1927 24-Hour 

^9,300 I nordschleife.us 

The new Nordschleife 1927 Pole 
Position 24-Hour watch shows all 24 
hours of the day and is part of the 
range of official Nordschleife 
accessories available online 

B Thor Sector 

^3,000 I performanceracing.in 

These knee guards from Thor will fit 
over your everyday pants and give you 
adequate protection for city riding or 
during small spills 

B Shark S900 

^25,000 I highnoteperformance.com 

The 8900 is a high end motorcycle 
helmet that comes with inflatable 
cheek pads for the ideal fit. Glove 
friendly vent adjusters help you find 
the perfect amount of airflow 

B Ixon RS Pro 

^15,000 1 performanceracing.in 
This high spec racing glove is made 
from goat leather with a cow and 
kangaroo leather reinforced palm 
along with a Kevlar lining, all held 
together with Kevlar thread 

B RaceRoom 

Free | game.raceroom.com 
RaceRoom Racing Experience is a free 
racing simulator that connects gamers 
from around the world. It features very 
real physics, licensed cars and tracks 
and is constantly under development 
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Help 


Send your queries to helpdesk@overdrive.co.in 


Write to OVERDRIVE, NetworklS Media & Investments Ltd, 5th floor. Tower - 1, One Indiabulls Centre, Senapati Bapat Marg, Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400013. Tel +91 22 43484400 



130 FOR INDIA? 


I have been waiting for the new Hyundai i30 to be launched in India for the last two 
years. Can you tell me if the car will make it here? If so, by when? 

RAJAT MEHTA 

The Hyundai i30 is a large hatchback and isn’t designed for India. If it is launched here, it 
will be more expensive than C-segment sedans. The Hyundai Elantra sold in India, in 
fact, uses the same platform as the i30 and belongs to the D-segment. 


Oil burner In Nano? 

I’ve been waiting for the Nano diesel. As 
reported by OVERDRIVE, the car was seen 
testing on the outskirts of Pune. It’s been a 
while since the news came out but now I’m 
in desperate need of a car. Should I wait or 
go for the Nano Twist? As mentioned in 
OVERDRIVE, the car is a much improved 
version and gets electronic power steering. 
ANKUR MEHTA 

Tata Motors haven’t confirmed any plans to 
launch the Nano diesel but have been devel- 
oping the car for a while now. We suggest you 
wait till early 2015. If not, you can go ahead 
with the 2015 Nano Twist. Also, if your com- 
mute is short and mostly in town, the petrol 
Nano Twist will still be a sensible choice. 



Automatic diesel or petrol 

I am looking for an automatic transmission 
sedan considering the growing traffic in Delhi 
and the difference in price between petrol 
and diesel has reduced. My budget is 
between ? 10 to ? 12 lakh and my daily 
commute is about 50km. I have shortlisted 
the Volkswagen Vento TDI DSG and the 
Honda City Automatic. I am impressed by 
the Vento ’s handling but worried about the 
DSG gearbox failing and higher maintenance 
cost. The city features a CVT but was as 
convenient to drive. I like the features 
though. Both cars cost the same. Kindly 
advise me on which of the two is better as I 
will keep it for the next seven to eight years. 
VIPUL MADAM 



Since the Vento automatic is diesel 
powered and costs less than before, you 
will save slightly on running costs as your 
commute isn’t a lot. However, the City is a 
lot easier to drive in town and better suited 
in congested traffic, the i-VTEC is a lot 
more refined compared to the TDI motor. 
The City even offers a lot more rear 
passenger space and a spacious boot and 
will fetch a better resale value whenever 
you decide to sell it. The Vento shines on 
the highway, it’s better planted and is a 
more involving car to drive even around 
corners. But considering your 
requirements, the Honda would be the 
better choice. 

Best commuter 

I want to buy a new motorcycle from the 
lOOcc to 125cc range. It needs to be 
comfortable, fuel efficient and fetch a good 
resale amount. I’ve shortlisted the Honda 
Shine, Honda Dream Yuga, Hero Passion 
Pro, Hero Glamour and the Hero Splendor 
iSmart. Which one should I go for? 
ADILMULLA 

Of the lot, the Honda Shine is the best 
motorcycle. Happy riding. 

Lancer sequel? 

I’ve been a huge fan of the Lancer ever since 
Mitsubishi launched it in India. My uncle had 
it a few years back too. I’ve always wanted 
one too. Will a new Lancer come to India 
soon? Are any other new models expected to 
roll out from Mitsubishi in India? 

SIVASHANKER 

There are lot of Lancer fans like you in India, 
and they have been eagerly waiting for a 
newer version to come out soon. Sadly, 
Mitsubishi didn’t roll out the next 
generation model after the production of 
the Cedia came to an end. The next Lancer 
will roll out internationally in a few years, we 
hope it makes it to India too. There are no 
confirmed new car launches from 
Mitsubishi as of now. 




Productreview 




■ 

Used, abused and thoroughly enjoyed 



ViaTerra Fly tankbag 

A smart and versatile tank bag 


TCX Track EVOWP 

These waterproof touring boots also make for surprising everyday comfort 

TCX’s new Track Evos are off- road boots that work towards the adventure touring crowd. But let 
that not fool you. They aren’t track boots and they aren’t uncomfortable and plasticky enough to 
be forbidding motocross boots either. At? 16,000, the TCX Track Evos are a pair of good looking 
(in a Woodland-y sort of way) boots made of grey suede that shrug off dirt and muck, allow no 
water to enter the boot and work well on both street and off-road motorcycles. I used this very pair 
on our Centuros up in Leh on the Rise Above Ride. They felt comfortable from day one (unheard 
of in motocross boots), didn’t look all technical and they worked well in all temperatures from 
40 degrees to -15 degrees Celsius. The suede exterior is backed by a membrane (the Gore-Tex 
membraned boots are much more expensive) which prevents water ingress and closure is by a 
set of three slightly fiddly plastic buckles that feel well made once you get used to snapping them 
in place. Heavily lugged, thick soles offer great grip and the only downside is that they’re sticky. 

So pulling waterproofs on beside the road is unnecessarily hard to accomplish. 

On the whole. I’m very happy with these boots. They’re 
comfy, dry, clean up easily, you can walk about all you 
like and because they’re grey, they never really look 
dirty either. ? 16,000 to me, is a terrific price for this 
level of gear. How good value are these? Just check our 
Cheapest Boots story online - and while you’re at it, see 
afar more detailed review of this boot as well. The only 
negative is that High Note Performance do not regularly 
stock this boot but are willing to order it for you - which 
means more waiting than usual. But I’d say the TCX 
Track Evo WPs are worth the wait. 



Shubhabrata Marmar 

? 16,000 highnoteperfonnance.com 


Transcend DrivePro 200 car video recorder 


The ViaTerra Fly DSLR Camera tankbag 
(and its magnetic mount, non-DSLR ver- 
sion) are both terrific tank bags. The strap 
mount is ultra-secure and the double-D 
mount is a great, non-fiddly way to achieve 
secure mounting.The magnetic mount is 
done well as an insert into the bag bottom 
(hence removeable) but on the bike, the 
bag doesn’t move. Our money, though, 
will always be on the strap mount. Also, 
the strap mount is very easy to adapt into 
an effective tail bag if you need it but the 
magnetic mount will not beableto do this. 
The bag itself holds 16 litres and the only or- 
ganisation offered is a mesh pocket on the 
roof. The DSLR version adds an effective 
padded insert that protects your camera 
though we do wish the insert had a roof 
to complete the protection. A rain cover 
is included as are hidden shoulder straps 
that turn the bag into a effective backpack 
off the bike. The bag has three pockets 
on the outside - one on the top flap and 
two side pockets. The top flap also has an 
expansion zipper that makes the bagtaller 
for additional storage. ViaTerra continue 
to impress us with great products and we 
have no hesitation in recommending these 
bags to you. Read our much more compre- 
hensive review online at overdrive, in 

Sbubbabrata Marmar 

? 3,000 www.viaterra.in 



Your handy eyewitness 

A dedicated dash cam has its own advantag- 
es, one such video recorder is the Transcend 
DrivePro 200. The camera records lOSOp 
or 720p resolution videos at SOfps. A wide 
160-degree viewing angle, high aperture and 
as many as seven lenses help shoot good 
quality and bright videos in the night too. An 
in-built motion g-force sensor triggers the cam 
to record during a collision. Sensitivity can 
be adjusted to prevent accidental recordings 
like while driving through a pothole or speed 
breaker. The camera also features WiFi, allow- 
ing it to connect to a smartphone.The DrivePro 
app is available for download on Tunes and 
Play Store for free. Once connected, videos 
can be streamed on the phone and down- 
loaded too. The camera settings can also be 
controlled from the phone. 

The downside however is the missing 
battery, this means it has to be connected to 
the 12V socket at all times. Another negative 
is the date/time reset - one has to manu- 
ally enter the date and time before using the 



camera if it is kept switched off for four days 
or more. The DrivePro 200 is a capable dash 
cam, videos are sharp and clear while features 
like a G-sensor and WiFi give it extra brownie 
points. We recommend buying this camera 
for the above mentioned features but if they 
aren’t important, we suggest you look at vari- 
ous other cameras in the market today that 
offer similar features except WiFi and are more 
compact and affordable. 

Halley Prabhakar 

? 10,000 www.in.transcend-info.com/ 
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Simple Tech 

ANTI-LOCK BRAKING SYSTEMS 


The hardest stop 

How ABS and EBD systems ensure you need 
no skill to produce maximum braking possible 

Words Shashank Singh 

IN THE PAST TWO ISSUES, WE DISCUSSED THE DETAILS OE 
how braking systems are constructed and deployed in today’s cars and 
motorcycles. Now let’s delve deeper. 

The basic problem with all braking systems is that if you use too 
much force, the deceleration can entirely stop a wheel from rotating 
before the vehicle itself stops moving. This is a big problem. You see, a 
rotating wheel can be controlled to produce an effective and predictable 
change in direction. If we can brake with a guarantee that the wheel will 
stop rotating only when the vehicle stops then we can endow vehicles 
with the ability to stop very fast, and be able to change the direction of 
travel to avoid a hazard. On motorcycles, of course, the rotation of the 
wheels is a vital source of stability and locking up makes the bike criti- 
cally unstable. You might survive a locked rear wheel but a locked front 
wheel even for a moment, will usually lead to a crash. 

Aircrafts also have this problem. When they land from high speeds, 
they put a lot of stress on the tyres. But what happens next is that the air- 
craft slows down rapidly to a speed at which it can safely make the turns 
it needs to get to a parking spot. In difficult weather, locked wheels in 
the undercarriage are not what you want to deal with when you have 
300 passengers on board. 

This is the problem that anti-lock braking systems, or ABS systems 
were invented to solve. Usually deployed on hydraulic braking systems, 
ABS does a simple job. It monitors and can alter the force in the brake 
lines as well as the rotational speed of the wheels. When a wheel 
approaches a complete stop while the vehicle is moving, it limits or 
reduces brake force to prevent lock up. It then begins to increase brake 
pressure until the wheel begins to stop again at which point, it cuts back 
brake force once again. The system can do this many, many times per 
second to ensure that no matter what the traction situation or how 
much your force on the brake pedal or lever is, the wheel is using all of 
the grip it has to stop the vehicle, but never actually locking up. 

ABS is now common in cars and is becoming an increasingly visible 
feature on bikes as well. Indeed, Europe for instance makes ABS man- 
datory in all vehicles. In these hydraulic systems, ABS adds an electronic 
control unit that is linked to the vehicle and wheel speed sensors so it 
can get the data it needs to make brake force decisions. On the main hy- 
draulic circuit, the ABS adds a looped overflow circuit with a valve that 
is controlled by this ABS ECU. What happens when a wheel approaches 
lock up is that the ECU opens the overflow circuit so that the hydraulic 
fluid suddenly spreads over a larger area, reducing the effective pres- 
sure that the brake pads are putting on the brake disc. This means the 
wheels’ rotation will get faster (technically it slows down more slowly). 
Once the ECU decides that lock up has been prevented, it starts to close 
the overflow circuit off which leads to a rapid increase in brake pad 
pressure on the brake disc. But again, just before the wheel can lock, the 



ECU reopens the overflow circuit. So the wheel is always at maximum 
deceleration but always prevented from actually locking up. 

New generation ABS systems basically increase the number of 
times per second this cycle occurs. And they refine the feel in the lever 
as well. Early ABS systems pulsed hard in response to the brake force 
changes which felt odd. New ones feel more normal and therefore more 
confident to use in the hands of novice riders and drivers. New ABS 
systems are also better at understanding which wheels individually 
have how much grip and being able to spread the brake force to achieve 
the hardest controlled stop possible. 

This system usually is called Electronic Brake-force Distribution, or 
EBD. In all vehicles, but more spectacularly on motorcycles and scoot- 
ers, braking causes a change in the position of the centre of gravity. 
Think inertia. This alters the distribution of the weight of the vehicle 
across its wheels. Normally, braking loads up the front wheel(s) while 
reducing the weight on the rear wheels. Which means as you brake, the 
front wheels become capable of harder and harder braking while the 
rear wheels can offer less and less braking ability. An EBD system, in 
conjunction with the ABS ECU, can understand this dynamic process 
and alter the pressure of every brake set it has under its control. 

Now think of a car being driven in a lane where the left half of the 
lane is wet while the right half is dry. When you start braking here, 
there is a lateral difference in braking ability because the right wheels 
are enjoying a lot more grip than the left wheels. Again, ABS and EBD 
can control brake force so that all four wheels work as hard as possible 
individually to produce the fastest possible controllable stop. 

But what happens if the grip on the left is so low that the car starts to 
slide despite the wheels still rotating? Well, traction control and stability 
systems are a whole different topic for another issue. The biggest advan- 
tage of ABS, however, isn’t all this technical gobbledygook. The big deal 
really is that ABS takes skill out of the picture in an emergency. When 
panicking, we humans rely on a combination of automatic responses 
generated by our fight or flight instincts. Without ABS, our reaction is 
to stomp on the brakes as hard as possible in reaction to a hazard. This 
causes locked wheels and then you slide out of control into the hazard 
in a cloud of tyre smoke. What ABS does is turn your natural reaction, 
the stomp on the pedal, into the hardest panic stop possible without 
asking you to bring any skills to the table. And when you turn the steer- 
ing wheel to avoid the hazard, the car actually responds and turns away 
from the hazard under your control. It’s like magic! E3 


If you have any suggestions or requests for the Simple Tech page, send us a mail at helpdesk@overdrive.co.in 
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Car Buyers Guide 

The most comprehensive car buying guide with data on every car on sale in India 



Updated 10th Mar 2014 

OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

O-lOOkmph (s) 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmph) 

100-0 kmph (m) 

City 

Highway 

Overall 

Manufacturer Claimed 

Tachometer 

Trip computer (MFD) 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 
(rake/reach) 

Aircon/Climate control 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 
remote locking 

Wheels (steel/alloy) 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering controls 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 

MANUFACTURER & MODEL 

ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES 

TECHNICAL 

PERFORMANCE 

ECONOMY 

FEATURES 


SAFETY 


AUDI audi.co.in 

A4 • LxWxH:4703xl826xl427 • Wheelbase: 2808 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 225/55R16,225/50R17(3.0 and 3.2 quattro) • Front leg room: (max/min) 1240/680 • Rear knee room: (max/mln) 838/593 • Shoulder room:1430 


• Head room: (F/R)945 / 890 • Boot Space: 480 Its • Kerb Welght:(P)1450, 1495(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2years/UL + Styling. - No quattro In 2.0TDI. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


1.8TFSI 

33.73 

31.45 [3^ 

29.63 

29.48 

27.69 

29.71 

27.94 

1.8 

4 

rioi 

250 

RTI 

FWD 

10.5 

17.37 

218 

40.65 

8.8 

15.8 

10.5 

12.4 


a/ 



C 

a/ 

VIV 

S 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

viviv 

S43.0TFSI 

54.57 

- 67.5 

57 

47.37 

45.89 

55 

51 

3 

V6 

333 

440 

7A 

AWD 

5.27 

13.57 

246 

38.45 

8.1 

12.4 

9.18 

- 

a/ 

a/ 



C 



S 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

viviv 

2.0 TDI 

32.65 

34.70 [34^ 

34.61 

29 

29.81 

29.81 

29.81 

2 

4 

n43i 

320 

RTI 

FWD 

10.9 

17.56 

197 

38.2 

12 

16 

13.5 

16 





C 



S 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

A^/X 

6 

VIVIV 

3.0 TDI quattro 

46.60 

43.78 43.79 

42.24 

39.71 

37.72 

37.72 

37.72 

3 

V6 

242 

500 

7A 

AWD 

6.5 

14.5 

250 

45.8 

8 

15.6 

9.9 

13.9 





C 


■/IV 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

A^/X 

6 

VIVIV 


A6 • LxWxH:4915xl874xl455 • Wheelbase: 2923 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 255/55 R17 • Front leg room: (max/mln) -• Rear knee room: (max/min)- 'Shoulder room: - 
• Head room: (F/R) - • Boot Space: 530lts • Kerb Weight: 1575(P)1740(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2years/tJL + Performance, interiors. - Stiff ride. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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A7 • Lx WxH: 4969X1911X1420 • Wheelbase: 2914 • Ground Clearance: NA • Tyres: 235/55R18 • Eront leg room: (max/min)1049/830 • Rear knee room: (max/min)890 /670 • Shoulder room:1420 
★★★★ • Head room: (E/R) 1029/945 • Boot Space:535 Its • Kerb Weight: 1695(P) /1770(D) -Seat: 4 -Warranty: 2years/UL + Performance, engine, stylish coupe. -Very thirsty diesel. • EuroNCAP Rating:^^^^^ 

3.0TDI quattro 1 74.33 71.80 75.87 71.80 1 62.99 64 64 64 | 3 V6 246 500 7A AWD | 6.84 15.02 250 39.76 1 NA NA | 6 | 6.0 | C '^/^ A ^/^/^^ ^ '^/^ | 8 ^/^^/^ 


A8L • LxWxH:5267xl949xl471 • Wheelbase: 3122 • Ground Clearance: 125 • Tyres: 235/55R18 • Eront leg room: (max/min)1056/900 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 910/685 • Shoulder room:1501 

• Head room: (E/R)1030/979 • Boot Space: 500 Its • Kerb Weight: 2540/2535* Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2years/UL + Awesome power. -A8 lacks the image of the S-class and 7-series. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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Q3 • Lx WxH: 4385x1831x1608 • Wheelbase: 2603 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres: 215/65R16 • Eront leg room: (max/min)- • Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/650 • Shoulder room: 1346 
★★★★ • Head room: (E/R) - • Boot Space: 460 Its • Kerb Weight: 1585 • Seat: 5 • Warranty: Oyears/UL + Looks, price - Looks too familiar to others from Q family. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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2.0 quattro 
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Q5 • LxWxH:4629xl880xl653 • Wheelbase: 2807 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 235/65R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1950/1170 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/650 • Shoulder room 1280 
★★★★★ • Head room: (E/R) 970/990 • Boot Space: 540 Its • Kerb Weight: 1760(P)1865(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2years/tJL + Ride, equipment, styling. - Steering feel. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 



OTDI Premium Plus 

57.22 

50 


47.17 

42.66 

43.47 

44.24 

44.61 

2 

4 

[m] 

350 1 7A 1 AWD 

9.78 


206 





14.16 

V 

V 

V 

viv 



viv 

A 

VIVIV 

X 

V 

viv 

6 

viviv 


t 2.0 TFSI 


48.57 


46.85 


43.1 


44.30 

2 

4 

225 

350 8A AWD 








11.81 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

C 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

X 

V 

viv 

6 

viviv 


3.0 TDI Premium 
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6.63 
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Q7 • LxWxH:5089xl983xl737 • Wheelbase: 3002 • Ground Clearance: 240 • Tyres: 255/55R18 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1049/840 • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: 945 
★★★★V • Head room: (E/R) 1016/945 • Boot Space: 775 Its • Kerb Weight: 2235(P)2325(D) • Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2years/tJL -f Her handling will put cars to shame. - Size within the city. • EuroNCAP Rating: -★★★★ 
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BMW bmw.in 


3 SgtIGS • LxWxH:4624x1811x1429 • Wheelbase: 2810 • Ground Clearance: 161 • Tyres: 225/45R18 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1210/970 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/630 -Shoulder room: 1370 

★★★★■y - Head room: (E/R) 962/937 - Boot Space: 460 Its - Kerb Weight: 1530(P)1505(D) -Seat:5 • Warranty: 2years/tJL + Complete driver’s car, fuel efficiency. - Interior space, slightly stiff ride. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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SSGriGS 

★★★★★ 

• LxWxH:4899xl860xl464 - Wheelbase: 296S 
- Head room: (F/R) 978/953 - Boot Space: 520 It 

! • Ground Clearance: 131 • Tyres: 225/55R17, 245/45xR18(535i) • Front leg room: (max/min) 1290/1050 
:s - Kerb Weight: 1650(P)1720(D) • Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2years/ljL -F Ride quality, performance, price. - 

- Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/640 • Shoulder room: 1410 
Handling soft on lower variants. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 
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5 SgeIGS GT - LxWxH:4998x1901x1559 - Wheelbase: 3070 - Ground Clearance: 201 - Tyres: 245/50R18 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min)- - Shoulder room: - 
- Headroom: (E/R)- - Boot Space: - Its • Kerb Weight: 1960 -Seat:5 - Warranty: 2years/tJL + Space, refinement, comfort. -Styling, expensive. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

530d 1 83.35 73.97 1 77.37 1 68.67 1 68.08 64.80 64.80 65.37 1 3 6 | 245 | 540 | 8A | RWD | 6.3* - 240* - 1 12.3* 17.8* 13.6* - | ^ ^ C ^^ ^/^ A ^/^^/^ ^ ^^/x | 6 ^^/^^/^^ 


ySGriGS -Lx WxH: 5219x1902x1481 - Wheelbase: 3210 - Ground Clearance: NA - 
- Head room: (F/R) 996/978 - Boot Space: 500 Its - Kerb Weight: 1895(P)1 

Tyres: 

720(D: 

275/50R18 - 
)-Seat:5 -V\i 

Front leg room: (max/mln) - - Rear knee room: (max/min) 
'arranty: 2/unlimited -F Snob value of not being an S-Clasj 

- -Shoulderroom:- 
;-760Li is super pricey - 

EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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XI • LxWxH:4454xl798xl545 - Wheelbase: 2760 • Ground Clearance: 194 • Tyres: 225/50R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1225/930 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/620 - Shoulder room 1350 
ki - Head room: (E/R) 990/975 -BootSpace:- • KerbWeight:1530(P)1575(D) -Seat:5 •Warranty:NA + Price, hanndling. - Heavy steering even at slow speeds, stiff ride. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★! 
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Key Panel 

P- Petrol 

FI - Fuel injected 

NA-Not available 

Against - What could have been avoided 

Alternative - Other models in the same class which 

,/-Yes 

L-LPG 

DSG,DCT, 

UL- Unlimited 

and changed to make the car a 

you could look at 

x-No 

0 - Optional 

PDK- Twin clutch 

For -All the brownie points 

better value proposition 

Tested In - The issue where you can find the road 

D - Diesel 

NT -Not tested 

automatic transmission 

which make it stand apart in a crowd 

*- Manufacturer claimed 

test on this model 


* OVERDRIVE AWARDS - These are the cars that won our annual awards. NOTE - Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure that the data on these pages is current and accurate up to the date marked on the top right of this page. 

i'> Comprehensive testing across parameters ensure that our awards only go to the absolute best. Any damage, inconvenience or loss caused to anyone due to the use of this information is not Overdrive’s responsibility. 


206 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 


All dimensions in mm 






OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 



★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 



o 





O 

O 

c 

CO 


CD 



MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE ECONOMY FEATURES SAFETY 



X3 • LxWxH:4648xl881xl675 • Wheelbase: 2810 • Ground Clearance: 212 • Tyres: 225/60R17(20d) / 245/50R18(30d) • Front leg room: (max/min) 1150/940 • Rear knee room: (max/mln) 940/890 • Shoulder room: 1280 
• Headroom: (F/R) 940/890 • Boot Space: 550 Its • Kerb Weight: 1790(20d) l875(30d) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2years/UL -I- Dynamic package, interior space, performance - Interiors arent distinctive • EuroNCAP Rating. 


1 xDrive20d 

52.96 
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X5 •LxWxH:4857xl933xl766 • Wheelbase: 2933 • Ground Clearance: 212 • Tyres: 255/55R18 • Front leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: - 

• Headroom: (F/R) 998/991 • Boot Space: 620 Its • Kerb Weight: 2105(P)2075(D) • Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2years/UL -I- Driver’s delight. - Interior space isn’t great. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


xDrive5.0l 

90.64 80.45 1 84.14 1 

74.64 

74.06 70.50 70.50 71.13 
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600 1 8A 1 AWD 
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5.7* 

10.4* 
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xDrlve3.0d 

69.27 61.47 64.30 

57.15 

56.52 53.80 53.80 54.27 

3 

6 248 

540 8A AWD 

7.47 

15.39 228 50.4 

7.42 

9.08 

8.06 

- 
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C 



A 
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X6 

★★★★★ 

• LxWxH:4877xl983xl690 • Wheelbase: 2933 • Ground Clearance: - • Tyres: 255/50R19 • Eront leg room: (max/mln)- • Rear knee room: (max/min) - •Shoulderroom:- 

• Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- • Kerb Weight: 2190(P)2075(D)* Seat: 4/5 • Warranty: 2years/UL -1- Car like handling, styling, performance. - Limited off road capability. 


EuroNCAP Rating: 
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CHEVROLET chevrolet.co.in 


^ Beat -Lxw 

( X H: 3540 xl595 xl520 • Wheelbase: 2375 

• Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 155/70R14(P) 165/65R14(D; 

) • Eront leg roo 

m: (max/mln) 1270/590 • Rear knee room 

: (max/min) 810/630 • 

Shoulder room: 1270 



■w'K'K'K • neao room: (,r/K; you/ oau • booi ipace: i/uits • ^erD vveigni: 
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1.2 PS 

4.18 
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4.02 

3.91 

3.73 
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4.42 

4.13 
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4.26 

4.18 
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EWD 

16.5 
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44.4 
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S 
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X 

X 
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X 
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1.2 LT 

4.88 

4.6 

[M] 

4.72 

4.65 

4.44 

4.52 

4.48 

1.2 

4 
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rwi 

EWD 

16.5 

20.1 
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44.4 

14.4 

19.7 

15.7 

18.61 
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1.2 LT Option Pack 

5.38 

5.09 

5.03 

5.18 

5.17 

4.92 

5.01 

4.97 
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4 
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16.5 
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15.7 
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PS 

4.51 

4.29 
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4.33 

4.97 

4.73 

4.82 

4.77 

1 

3 

58.5 

150 

5M 

EWD 

19.02 19.89 

152 

44.99 

16.8 

23.3 

18.42 

24 



X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

.. LS 

4.84 

4.59 

4.68 

4.64 

4.97 

4.73 

4.82 

4.77 

1 

3 

58.5 

150 

5M 

EWD 

19.02 

19.89 

152 

44.99 

16.8 

23.3 

18.42 

24 




x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LT 

5.26 

4.99 

5.08 

5.04 

5.39 

5.14 

5.23 

5.19 

1 

3 

58.5 

150 

5M 

EWD 

19.02 

19.89 

152 

44.99 

16.8 

23.3 

18.42 

24 




^^/x 

C 

X 

^/x 

s 


X 

X 

y//y/' 

X 

x/x/x 

LT Option Pack 

5.74 

5.45 

5.55 

5.51 

5.89 

5.61 

5.71 

5.66 

1 

3 

58.5 

150 

5M 

EWD 

19.02 

19.89 

152 

44.99 

16.8 

23.3 

18.42 

24 




^/x 

C 

X 

^/x 

A 


X 

X 

y//y/' 

2 

y/x/x 

^-3 1-3 LPG 

4.81 

4.82 

[4791 

4.84 

4.70 

4.48 

4.56 

4.52 

1.2 

4 

[80^ 

104 

rwi 

EWD 







13.29 




x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

* ^ 2 LT LPG 

5.31 

5.34 

5.39 

5.31 

4.75 

4.8 

4.73 

4.65 

1.2 

4 

80.5 

104 

5M 

EWD 








13.29 




^/x 

C 

X 

^^/x 

s 

^^/x/^/ 

X 

X 

y//y/' 

X 

x/x/x 

Captiya •LxWxH:4660x1870x1755 • Wheelbase: 2705 • Groi 
• Headroom: (E/R) 1050/1050 • Boot Space: 465 Its • 

nd Clearance: 197 • lyres: 235/60R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1210/1050 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 810/690 • Shoulder room - 
KerbWeight:1820(P)1910(D) 'Seat:/ • Warranty: 2/50{J00 -1- Interior space and low speed ride. - Vague gearbox and turbo lag. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 



Captiva LTZ 

31.98 

28.54 129.891 - 

25.81 

24.59 

25.03 

25.27 

2.2 

4 

1186.51 424 1 6A | 

AWD 

10.22 

17.02 

182 

43.07 

10.9 

17.1 

12.4 





y/y 

C 


y//y/ 

A 

yZ/y/'/y/ 

X 


■//y/ 

6 

V/x/x 


25.16 

22.4 

23.51 

20.96 

19.69 

18.74 

19.07 

19.26 

2 

4 

150 

320 

5A 

AWD 

11.46 

18.26 

173 

51.04 

11.8 

15.98 

12.8 

14 




y/'/y/' 

C 


y^/y/' 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


y//y/ 

2 

y/x/x 

Captiva Extreme 

23.84 

21.24 122.291 22.9 

20.47 

19.48 

19.83 

20.02 

2 

4 

rwi 

320 1 5M 1 

AWD 

11.46 

18.26 

173 

51.04 

11.8 

15.98 

12.8 

14 




y//y/ 

C 


V/y/ 

A 

y//y//y^ 



^//^/ 

2 

y/x/x 

. Cruze •LxWxH:4597xl788xl770/4673xl870xl755 • Wheelbase: 2685/2705 • 

• Head room: (E/R) - • Boot Space: - Its • Kerb Weight:1520 • Seat: 5 • V\ 

Ground Clearance: 165 /NA • Tyres: 205/60R16 / 235/65R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min 
'arranty: - -1- Performance, styling and ride quality. - Cramped and cheap interiors, hand 

ling. 

Rear knee room: (max/min) 
• EuroNCAP Rating: - ★★★ 

- • Shoulder room ■ 

★★ 




13.79 

12.14 

113.381 

12.28 

13.15 

12.54 

12.75 

12.64 

2 

4 

rw] 

380 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

10.22 

17.34 

197 

46.2 

9.8 

16.3 

11.43 

17.3 




y^/X 

A 

X 

y/'/y^ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


^^/x 

4 

y/x/x 

LTZ 

15.49 

14.97 

15.21 

13.93 

15.78 

15.05 

15.31 

15.17 

2 

4 

166 

380 

6M 

EWD 

10.22 

17.34 

197 

46.2 

9.8 

16.3 

11.43 

17.3 




y/'/X 

C 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 



^^/x 

4 

y/x/x 

AT- LTZ 

16.42 

15.89 

16.16 

14.75 

14.87 

14.17 

14.41 

14.29 

2 

4 

166 

380 

6A 

EWD 

9.74 

16.92 

197.4 

46.2 




14.4 




^/x 

C 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 



^^/x 

4 

^/X/X 



•LxWxH:4305xl680xl750 • Wheelbase: 2720 -Groi 
• Headroom: (E/R) - 1050/1000 • Boot Space: 195/630 

nd Clearance: - 165(9)161(0), • Tyres: 175/70R14 
ts -Kerb Weight: I260(P)1345(D) -Seat: 7/8 

• Eront leg room: (max/mln) - 1090/920 • Rear knee room: (max/min) - 1200/840 • Shoulder room: - 1190 

• Warranty: - 3years/45000km -1- Space, value - Quality, gearbox, underpowered • EuroNCAP Rating: - 

1.4 LS 

6.61 

6.07 

rw] 

6.53 

5.83 

5.55 

5.65 

5.70 

1.4 

4 

1 104 1 131 

m 

RWD 

15 

19.5 

144 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

13.7 



y/ 

^/X 

A 

y/ y//X 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

1.4 LT 

7.52 

7.08 

7.36 

7.43 

6.63 

6.32 

6.43 

6.49 

1.4 

4 

104 131 

5 

RWD 

15 

19.5 

144 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

13.7 

y/ 


y/ 

y/'/X 

A 

■/ y^/y/ 

S 

y//y//y/ 

X 


8.33 

7.83 

8.15 

8.22 

7.35 

6.99 

7.12 

7.19 

1.4 

4 

104 131 

5 

RWD 

15 

19.5 

144 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

13.7 

y/^ 




A 

y/ y//y/ 

A 

y//y^/y/ 

X 

UTCDILS 

8.19 

7.69 

7.87 

7.94 

7.10 

6.76 

6.88 

6.95 

1.3 

4 

77.5 188 

5 

RWD 

22 

21.9 

131.4 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

18.2 

y/' 


y^ 


A 

y/ y//X 

S 

X/X/X 

X 


8.99 

8.44 

8.64 

8.73 

7.80 

7.43 

7.56 

7.64 

1.3 

4 

77.5 188 

5 

RWD 

22 

21.9 

131.4 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

18.2 

y^ 


y^ 

y/'/X 

A 

y/ y^/y^ 

S 

y//y//y/' 

X 

1.3TCDILTZ 

9.71 

9.08 

9.33 

9.42 

8.40 

7.99 

8.14 

8.22 

1.3 

4 

77.5 188 

5 

RWD 

22 

21.9 

131.4 

46.2 

- 

- 

- 

18.2 

✓ 


✓ 

^^/x 

A 

y/ y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


x/x 

X 

y/x/x 

y//y/' 

X 

y/'/x/X 

y/'/y^ 

2 

y/Zx/X 

X/X 

X 

y/x/x 

y//y/ 

X 

y/x/x 

y//y/ 

2 

y^/x/X 


★★ 


Optra • LxWxH:4540xl725xl445 • Wheelbase: 2600 • Ground Clearance: 1230 • Tvres: 195/60R15 • Erontleg.room: (max/mln) 1240/1000 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/650 -SI 

kir • Headroom: (E/R)970 /940 • Boot Space: 405 Its • Kerb Weight: i230(P)1370(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/50000 + Interior space and 2.0 TDCi performance - Mushy gearbox. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


• Shoulder room.: 1410 


1.6 LS 

8.69 

8.22 

8.4 

8.2 

9.02 

8.62 

8.82 

8.77 

1.6 

4 

104 

148 

5M 

EWD 

13.1 

18.9 

177 

54.6 

10.4 

16.6 

12.2 

13.5 


X 


y^/X 

A 

X 

^^/x 

A 

y/y//X 

X 

X 

^/x 

X 

x/x/x 


1.6 LT 

9.72 

9.32 

9.81 

9.24 

10 

9.55 

9.77 

9.72 

1.6 

4 

104 

148 

5M 

EWD 

13.1 

18.9 

177 

54.6 

10.4 

16.6 

12.2 

13.5 


X 


y/'/X 

C 

X 

y^/y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 



y/'/X 

2 

y/x/x 

Magnum TCDILS 

10.98 

9.43 

9.76 

9.34 

7.81 

7.48 

7.65 

7.62 

2 

4 

121 

314 

5M 

EWD 

10.6 

17.6 

180 

49.5 

10.6 

18.8 

12.6 

- 


X 



A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 


X 


^/X 

X 

x/x/x 


Magnum TCDI LT 

11.2 

10.42 

11.13 

10.27 

8.91 

8.52 

8.71 

8.67 

2 

4 

121 

314 

5M 

EWD 

10.6 

17.6 

180 

49.5 

10.6 

18.8 

12.6 

- 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y^ 


X 

^/x 

2 

y/x/x 


***S,ail 

•LxWxH:4294xl690xl503 • Wheelbase: 2465 • Ground Clearance: 168 
• Head room: (E/R) - • Boot Space: 370 Its • Kerb Weight: 1124 • Seat: 5 • 

• Tyres:175/70R14 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min) - • Shoulder room: - 
Warranty: 3/100000 -1- Looks, ride quality - Material quality, power • EuroNCAP Rating: - 










1.2 

- 

- 


- 

5.23 

4.99 

5.08 

5.09 

1.2 

4 

1861 

113 

□ri 

EWD 

15.09 

19.46 

157 

42.15 

12.4 

18.4 

13.9 

18.2 


X 


y/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.2 LS 

- 

- 


- 

5.77 

5.49 

5.59 

5.60 

1.2 

4 

86 

113 

5M 

EWD 

15.09 

19.46 

157 

42.15 

12.4 

18.4 

13.9 

18.2 


X 


y/'/X 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1.2 LT 

- 

- 

GD 

- 

6.73 

6.42 

6.53 

6.54 

1.2 

4 

IjlI 

113 

FsmI 

EWD 

15.09 

19.46 

157 

42.15 

12.4 

18.4 

13.9 

18.2 


X 


^/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

y/x/x 


1.3 TCDI 

- 

- 


- 

6.60 

6.29 

6.40 

6.41 

1.3 

4 

78 

205 

5M 

EWD 

15.91 20.03 

162 

43.82 

14.9 

22.1 

16.7 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

X/X 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


1.3TCDi LS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.92 

6.59 

6.71 

6.72 

1.3 

4 

78 

205 

5M 

EWD 

15.91 20.03 

162 

43.82 

14.9 

22.1 

16.7 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1.3TCDILT 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.89 

7.52 

7.65 

7.66 

1.3 

4 

78 

205 

5M 

EWD 

15.91 20.03 

162 

43.82 

14.9 

22.1 

16.7 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y^ 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

y/x/x 


Spark 

• LxWxH:3495xl495xl518 • Wheelbase: 2345 

• Head room: (E/R) 970/905 • Boot Space: 170 It 

• Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres: 155/70R13 • Eront leg room: (max/mln) 1130/955 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 850/670 • Shoulder room: 1254 
:s • Kerb Weight: 840 -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 3/100000 -1- Looks, interior space and equipment level. - Ride quality. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 







1.0 

3.75 

3.57 1 3.73 1 3.69 

3.42 

3.26 

3.34 

3.33 

1 

4 

1631 

90 


EWD 

15.1 

19.6 

153 

58.1 

12 

18.8 

13.7 

18 


X 

X 

X/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


1.0 LS 

4.16 

3.85 

4.12 

4.09 

3.70 

3.52 

3.58 

3.73 

1 

4 

63 

90 

5M 

EWD 

15.1 

19.6 

153 

58.1 

12 

18.8 

13.7 

18 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


1.0 LT 

4.49 

4.46 1 4.43 1 4.33 

4 

3.81 

3.88 

3.96 

1 

4 

IjO 

90 

rrn 

EWD 

15.1 

19.6 

153 

58.1 

12 

18.8 

13.7 

18 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

^ly- 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^//-/ 

X 

xx/x 


1.0 LS LPG 

4.47 

4.16 

4.46 

4.34 

4 

3.81 

3.88 

3.96 

1 

4 

63 

90 

5M 

EWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13* 

17* 

13.8* 

13.2 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

jjy 1.0 LT LPG 

4.66 

4.49 [ 4791 4.79 

4.30 

4.10 

4.17 

4.19 

1 

4 

im 90 EWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13* 

17* 

13.8* 

18 

y/' 

X 

y/' 

x/x 

A 

X 

y^/X 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

y^/y/ 

2 

y/x/x 




EVENTS - EXPEDITIONS - EXHIBITIONS 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 207 





OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 





















■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 





















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 

(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 

remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL | ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES | TECHNICAL | PERFORMANCE | ECONOMY | FEATURES [SAFETY 



TaV6ra •LxWxH:4435x1680x1765 • Wheelbase: 2685 • Ground Clearance: 184 • Tyres: 205/65R15 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1190/1150 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 860/725 • Shoulder room: 1400 
• Headroom: (F/R) 1000/970 • Boot Space: -• Kerb Weight: 1660 • Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2/50000 + Space and practicality. -Styling and fit and finish. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Neo3MaxlOBS3 

8.87 

8.55 

Hil 

8.77 

8.33 

7.94 

8.10 

8.12 

2.5 

4 

H 

186 

□lI 

RWD 

22.9 

22.1 

141 

54.1 

12.4 

20.1 

14.3 

13.3 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 


x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Neo3MaxlOBS4 

9.65 

9.23 

9.72 

9.24 

9.02 

8.59 

8.76 

8.78 

2 

4 

106.8 

263.7 

5M 

RWD 









X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 


x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

k/k/x 

Neo3LS10BS3 

9.70 

9.34 

9.85 

8.56 

9.11 

8.69 

8.90 

8.92 

2.5 

4 

80 

186 

5M 

RWD 

22.9 

22.1 

141 

54.1 

12.4 

20.1 

14.3 

13.3 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Neo3LS10BS4 

10.20 

10.01 

10.45 

10.23 

9.85 

9.39 

9.62 

9.64 

2 

4 

106.8 

263.7 

5M 

RWD 









X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Neo3LT7(C)BS3 

11.55 

11.03 


11.23 

10.94 

10.42 

10.63 

10.64 

2.5 

4 

H 

186 

ElI 

RWD 

22.9 

22.1 

141 

54.1 

12.4 

20.1 

14.3 

13.3 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 


x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 


X 

x/x/x 

Neo3LT7(C)BS4 

12.24 

11.84 

13.31 

12.12 

11.85 

11.28 

11.52 

11.53 

2 

4 

106.8 

263.7 

5M 

RWD 










X 


x/x 

A 


^//^/ 

A 

y/K/y 

X 

X 


X 

x/x/x 


Sail U"VA • Lx WxH:3946x 1690x1503 • Wheelbase: 2465 • Ground Clearance: 174 • Tyres: 175/70 R14 • Front leg room (max/min):NA • Rear knee room (max/min): NA • Shoulder room: NA 
★★■y • Head room (F/R): NA • Boot Space: 248lts • Kerb Weight: 1124 • Seat: 5 • Warranty 5/150000 -I- Space, frugal diesel - Looks dated, no aspirational value • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


1.2 

5.02 

4.64 

1 4.89 1 

5.06 

4.40 

4.19 

4.26 

4.31 

1.2 

4 


113 

IjlI 

EWD 

13.55 

18.93 

158 

43.47 

12.9 

18.9 

14.4 

18.2 


X 


V/x 

A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.2 LS 

5.70 

5.26 

5.55 

5.67 

5.00 

4.76 

4.85 

4.90 

1.2 

4 

86 

113 

5M 

EWD 

13.55 

18.93 

158 

43.47 

12.9 

18.9 

14.4 

18.2 


X 



A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1.2LSABS 

5.96 

5.49 


5.91 

5.23 

4.98 

5.07 

5.12 

1.2 

4 

H 

113 

ElI 

EWD 

13.55 

18.93 

158 

43.47 

12.9 

18.9 

14.4 

18.2 


X 



A 

X 


s 

^/^/^ 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

^/X/X 

1.2 LT ABS 

6.75 

6.22 

6.60 

6.67 

5.94 

5.66 

5.76 

5.82 

1.2 

4 

86 

113 

5M 

EWD 

13.55 

18.93 

158 

43.47 

12.9 

18.9 

14.4 

18.2 


X 


,//x 

A 

X 

y/y 

A 

^//^//^/ 

X 

X 

^//^/ 

2 

y/x/x 

1-3 

6.43 

5.87 

6.17 

6.19 

5.55 

5.29 

5.38 

5.44 

1.3 

4 

78 

206 

5M 

EWD 

16.16 

19.87 

163.1 

43.53 

15.8 

21.6 

17.25 

22.1 


X 



A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

jnjHjUaw 1.3 TCDi LS 

7.00 

6.38 

6.72 

6.73 

6.05 

5.76 

5.86 

5.93 

1.3 

4 

78 

205 

5M 

EWD 

16.16 

19.87 

163.1 

43.53 

15.8 

21.6 

17.25 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1-3 TCDi LS ABS 

7.20 

6.57 

6.91 

6.92 

6.23 

5.93 

6.04 

6.10 

1.3 

4 

78 

205 

5M 

EWD 

16.16 

19.87 

163.1 

43.53 

15.8 

21.6 

17.25 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

^/x 

s 


X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1.3 TCDi LT ABS 

8.13 

7.63 


7.82 

7.04 

6.71 

6.83 

6.90 

1.3 

4 

H 

205 

EmI 

EWD 

16.16 

19.87 

163.1 

43.53 

15.8 

21.6 

17.25 

22.1 


X 


^^/x 

A 

X 

v'/v' 

A 


X 

X 


2 

^^/x/X 


FIAT fiat-india.com 



Linsa •LxWxH:4560x1730x1487 • Wheelbase: 2603 • Ground Clearance: P 165/D 161 • Tyres: 195/60R15, 205/55R16(T Jet Plus) • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1270/930 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 820/655 'Shoulder room: 1270 
• Headroom: (E/R) 970/860 • Boot Space: 500 Its • Kerb Weight: 1185(P)1240(D) •Seat:5 • Warranty: 1.5years/UL -I- Looks, Ride,T-Jet performance. -Build quality. Performance. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


EIRE Active 

8.12 

7.57 

W 

8.09 

7.14 

6.97 

7.09 

7.24 

1.4 

4 

□lI 

115 


EWD 

15.2 

19.7 

164 

48.8 

12.7 

17.4 

13.8 

14.2 




y/x 

A 



s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

EIRE Dynamic 

9.22 

8.39 

8.68 

8.45 

8.15 

7.96 

8.10 

8.24 

1.4 

4 

90 

115 

5M 

EWD 

15.2 

19.7 

164 

48.8 

12.7 

17.4 

13.8 

14.2 





A 



s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Multijet Active 

9.85 

8.59 

1 8.88 1 

9.20 

8.19 

7.99 

8.13 

8.28 

1.3 

4 

IjlI 

209 


EWD 

15.6 

19.9 

169 

40.71 

14.9 

19.1 

15.9 

19.9 





A 



s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Multijet Dynamic 

10.21 

10.01 

10.20 

10.33 

9.23 

9.01 

9.17 

9.31 

1.3 

4 

94 

209 

5M 

EWD 

15.6 

19.9 

169 

40.71 

14.9 

19.1 

15.9 

19.9 




y/x 

A 


v/v 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Multijet Emotion 

11.34 

10.36 

10.77 

10.95 

9.60 

9.36 

9.53 

9.67 

1.3 

4 

94 

209 

5M 

EWD 

15.6 

19.9 

169 

40.71 

14.9 

19.1 

15.9 

19.9 

✓ 



^/x 

C 



s 

^/^/^ 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

^/x/X 

T Jet Active 

8.99 

8.60 

8.95 

8.98 

7.97 

7.69 

7.83 

7.86 

1.4 

4 

114 

207 

5M 

EWD 

11.08 

17.6 

187 

51.13 

10.4 

17.6 

12.2 

14.6 




y/x 

C 



A 

^//^//^/ 

X 



2 

V/x/x 

T Jet Dynamic 

9.97 

9.55 

9.92 

9.97 

8.73 

8.52 

8.66 

8.71 

1.4 

4 

114 

207 

5M 

EWD 

11.08 

17.6 

187 

51.13 

10.4 

17.6 

12.2 

14.6 

✓ 



^/x 

C 


v/v 

A 


X 

✓ 

^^/x 

2 

^^/x/X 

T Jet Emotion 

10.44 

10.01 

10.35 

10.41 

9.12 

8.94 

9.04 

9.09 

1.4 

4 

114 

207 

5M 

EWD 

11.08 

17.6 

187 

51.13 

10.4 

17.6 

12.2 

14.6 




y/x 

C 



A 

^//^//^/ 

X 



2 

V/x/x 


Grande PuntO •LxWxH:3987x1687x1495 • Wheelbase: 2510 • Ground Clearance: 173 • Tyres: 165/80R14, 195/60R15 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1220/1000 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 800/585 'Shoulder room: 1295 

★★★-y ' Headroom: (E/R) 930/910 ' Boot Space: 280 ' KerbWeight:1090(P)1144(D)' Seat:5 'Warranty: 2 years/UL -I- Great looks, refined engine. - Poor gearbox, uncomfortable driving position. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Eire Active 

5.85 

5.23 


5.64 

5.07 

4.91 

5.02 

5.09 

1.2 

4 

[U 

96 


EWD 

18.7 

20.92 

152 

53.65 

15 

19.5 

16.1 

15.2 




>/'/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Eire Dynamic 

5.98 

5.65 

5.79 

5.99 

5.31 

5.15 

5.26 

5.33 

1.2 

4 

68 

96 

5M 

EWD 

18.7 

20.92 

152 

53.65 

15 

19.5 

16.1 

15.2 

■/ 




A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Eire Emotion 

7.36 

7.37 

1^ 

7.53 

6.87 

6.67 

6.81 

6.87 

1.2 

4 

[U 

96 


EWD 

18.7 

20.92 

152 

53.65 

15 

19.5 

16.1 

15.2 




,//x 

A 

X 

>//>/' 

s 

^/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

y/x/x 

Multijet Active 

6.37 

6.62 

6.95 

6.76 

5.77 

5.60 

5.72 

5.81 

1.3 

4 

76 

197 

5M 

EWD 

18.7 

20.8 

142 

49.6 

13.8 

17.6 

14.7 

19.9 





A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Multijet Dynamic 

7.77 

7.62 

QEI 

7.1 

6.43 

6.24 

6.37 

6.46 

1.3 

4 


197 

s 

EWD 

18.7 

20.8 

142 

49.6 

13.8 

17.6 

14.7 

19.9 




,//x 

A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Multijet Emotion 

7.93 

7.45 

7.82 

7.56 

7.06 

6.85 

7 

7.08 

1.3 

4 

76 

197 

5M 

EWD 

18.7 

20.8 

142 

49.6 

13.8 

17.6 

14.7 

19.9 




>/'/x 

C 

X 

^//^/ 

s 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

^//^/ 

X 

y/x/x 

Multijet Emotion Pack (90 hp) 

8.38 

8.62 

8.12 

8.56 

7.44 

7.22 

7.37 

7.46 

1.3 

4 

93 

209 

5M 

EWD 

15.75 

19.95 

160.5 

50.57 

15.5 

19.18 

16.41 

20 





C 

X 

V/V' 

A 


X 



2 

y/x/x 

Punto Sport 

9.00 

8.24 


8.31 

7.59 

7.36 

7.51 

7.64 

1.3 

4 

93 

209 

5M 

EWD 

15.75 

19.95 

160.5 

50.57 

15.5 

19.18 

16.41 

20 




>/'/x 

C 

X 


A 

y/x/y 

X 


^//'/ 

2 

y/x/x 


FORCE MOTORS forceone.co.in 


Force One 

★★★ 


■ LxWxH:4860xl780xl885 ' Wheelbase: 3025 ' Ground Clearance: 205 ' Tyres: 235/70R16 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) - ' Rear knee room: (max/min)- 'Shoulderroom:- 
' Headroom: (E/R)- ' Boot Space: - Its ' Kerb Weight: I860' Seat: 6,7 ' Warranty: 3years/l,00,000 -I- Presence, size, space - Dated styling, interiors ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 


EX(7seater) 

10.88 

10.26 

10.33 

10.43 

8.99 

8.99 

8.99 

8.99 

2.2 

4 

81 

230 1 5M ■ 

RWD 













A 


y/y 

A 

y /y/y 

X 


y/y 

X 

x/x/x 

LX(6seater) 




































SX(6seater) 

14.69 

14.16 

1 14.68 1 

14.07 

12.06 

12.06 

12.28 

12.28 

2.7 

4 

141 

321 Qm] 

RWD 








11.6 





A 


y/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

X 

^^/x/X 


' LxWxH:3992xl820x2055 ' Wheelbase: 2400 ' Ground Clearance: 210 ' Tyres:245/70R16 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) - 'Rearkneeroom:(max/min)- 
' Headroom: (E/R)- 'Boot Space:- ' Kerb Weight: 2510 ' Seat: 5 'Warranty:- -I- Offroad ability, diff locks - Looks, utilitarian interiors ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Soft top 4X2 

7.44 

6.97 1 7.31 1 7.17 

6.25 

6.25 

6.36 

6.42 

2.6 

4 [8^ 230 1 5M 1 RWD 












^/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Soft top 4X4 

9.94 

9.31 9.77 9.43 

8.35 

8.35 

8.50 

8.57 

2.6 

4 82 230 5M 4WD 












^/x 

A 

X 


S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Hard top 4X4 

10.11 

9.47 1 9.94 1 9.59 

8.50 

8.50 

8.65 

8.72 

2.6 

4 1 82 1 230 1 5M | 4WD 












y/x 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/x/x 


X 

^/x 


y/x/x 


FORD india.ford.c 


EcOSport ' LxWxH:3999xl765xl708 ' Wheelbase: 2520 ' Ground Clearance: 200 ' Tyres: 205/60R16 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) -1150/980 ' Rear knee room: (max/min) -895/660 ' Shoulder room: -1170 

' Headroom: (E/R) -1100/940 ' Boot Space: 346 Its ' Kerb Weight: 1258(P) 1290(D) 'Seat:5 ' Warranty: 2/1,00,000 -I- Price, EcoBoost engine, dynamics- Nothing much, small boot to nit pick ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 


1.5Ambiente 

6.66 

6.11 

6.52 

6.81 

5.86 

5.59 

5.69 

5.74 

1.5 

4 

112 

140 

5 

EWD 








15.8 




y/y 

C 

X 

^^/x 

S 

x/y/y 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5 Trend 

7.73 

7.28 

7.57 

7.77 

6.82 

6.50 

6.62 

6.68 

1.5 

4 

112 

140 

5 

EWD 








15.8 




y/y 

C 

X 


S 

^lyiy 

X 



X 

y/x/x 

1.5 Titanium 

8.92 

8.40 

8.74 

8.85 

7.88 

7.51 

7.64 

7.72 

1.5 

4 

112 

140 

5 

EWD 






- 

r~ 

15.8 




y/y 

A 

X 

x/^/ 

A 

y/y/y 

X 



2 

y/x/x 

1.5 Titanium AT 

10.06 

9.47 

9.85 

9.96 

8.86 

8.45 

8.60 

8.68 

1.5 

4 

112 

140 

6A 

EWD 







L_J 

16.5 

✓ 


✓ 

y/y 

A 

X 

x/^/ 

A 

y/y/y 

X 



2 

y/y/y 

1.0 EcoBoost Titanium 

9.39 

8.82 

1 9.20 1 

9.29 

8.28 

7.90 

8.04 

8.12 

1 

3 


170 

5 

EWD 








18.9 




y/y 

A 

X 


A 

y/y/y 

X 



6 

yi^i^ 

1.0 EcoBoost Titanium (0) 

9.85 

9.28 

9.65 

9.74 

8.69 

8.29 

8.44 

8.52 

1 

3 

125 

170 

5 

EWD 







FI 

18.9 




y/y 

A 

X 

x/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 



X 

y/x/x 

1.5DAmbiente 

8.09 

7.61 


7.98 

7.02 

6.69 

6.81 

6.87 

1.5 

4 

H 

181 

5 

EWD 

13.23 

19.03 

171.45 

42.27 

14 

21.1 

1 15.8 

22.7 




y/y 

c 

X 

y/^ 

S 

^lyiy 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 

1 ' ^1r 1 \ 

1.5D Trend 

9.20 

8.64 

8.85 

8.95 

7.98 

7.61 

7.75 

7.82 

1.5 

4 

90 

181 

5 

EWD 

13.23 

19.03 

171.45 

42.27 

14 

21.1 

15.8 

22.7 




y/y 

c 

X 

y/^ 

S 

^lyiy 

X 



2 

y/x/x 


1.5D Titanium 

10.44 

9.81 

10.05 

10.14 

9.04 

8.62 

8.77 

8.86 

1.5 

4 

90 

181 

5 

EWD 

13.23 

19.03 

171.45 

42.27 

14 

21.1 

15.8 

22.7 

✓ 



y/y 

A 

X 

x/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 



2 

y/x/x 


1.5D Titanium (0) 

10.90 

10.23 

10.49 

10.59 

9.44 

9.00 

9.16 

9.25 

1.5 

4 

90 

181 

5 

EWD 

13.23 

19.03 

171.45 

42.27 

14 

21.1 

15.8 

22.7 




y/y 

A 

X 

^/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 



6 

yi^i^ 

Endeavour 'LxWxH:5060x1788x1826 'Wheelbase: 2860 ' Ground Clearance: 210 'Tyres: 

' Head room: (E/R) 1010/935 ' Boot Space: 2055 Its ' Kerb Weight:2014(P) 1995( 

245/70R16 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) 1170/950 ' Rear knee room: (max/min) 960/750 ' Shoulder room: 1470 

D) 'Seat: 7 ' Warranty:2/40,000 -P Good perfromance with the 3.0-litre. - Cramped rear seats. ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 






TDCi4x22.5XLT 

20.91 

17.51 


19.13 

18.73 

15.07 

18.18 

18.02 

2.5 

4 


330 


RWD 

15.3 

19.6 

145 

56.3 

8.5 

13.1 

10.1 

13.1 




y/x 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/y/x 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/x/x 

jft Thunder+ 4x4 

54.54 

20.26 

25.09 

22.17 

21.78 

17.44 

21.14 

20.96 

3 

4 

156 

380 

5A 

AWD 

14.26 

19.44 

144 

54.19 

9.9 

14.5 

11.05 

11.4 





A 


y/y 

A 

yiyi^ 

X 

X 

y/y 

4 

y/x/x 


f 3.0L4x2 

22.63 

22.42 


20.49 

20.09 

19.14 

19.50 

19.33 

3 

4 


380 


RWD 

12.8 

18.37 

177 

52.97 

10.68 

15.1 

11.78 

11.4 




y/x 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/y/x 



y/y 

4 

y/x/x 



Fiesta Classic 'LxWxH:4282x1686x1486 ' Wheelbase: 2486 ' Ground Clearance: 168 ' Tyres: 175/65R14 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) 1215/1040 ' Rear knee room: (max/min) 890/685 ' Shoulder room: 1330 ' Headroom: (E/R) 940/925 
' Boot Space: 430 Its ' Kerb Weight: 1110(P)1130(D)' Seat: 5 ' Warranty: 2/40,000 -I- Sublime handling, sporty proportions. - Uncomfortable seats and cramped footwell. ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Duratec 1.6 LXi 

6.68 

6.02 

6.70 

5.89 

5.54 

5.73 

5.72 

1.6 

4 

HmI 

146 fsFI 

EWD 

12.3 20.6 

178 54.4 

11.6 

17.7 

13.4 

20 




^/x 

A 

X y/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratec 1.6 CLXi 

7.42 

6.64 

7.55 

7.31 

6.58 

6.19 

6.40 

6.39 

1.6 

4 

101 

146 

5M 

EWD 

12.3 20.6 

178 54.4 

11.6 

17.7 

13.4 

20 




y/x 

A 

X y/y 

S 

y/y/y^ 

X 

X 

y/y\ 

X 

y/x/x 


208 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 





















■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 





















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 

(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 

remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 


^g^^Duratec 1.6 Petrol titanium 

8.08 

7.31 

[M] 

8.10 

7.30 

6.86 

7.08 

7.07 

1.6 

4 

QoO 

146 


EWD 

12.3 

20.6 

178 

54.4 

11.6 

17.7 

13.4 

20 





A 

X 


s 


X 

X 

y/y 

2 

,//x/x 

^ Duratorq 1.4 LXi 

7.89 

7.28 

8.07 

7.95 

7.15 

6.81 

6.93 

6.94 

1.4 

4 

68 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.64 

18.4 

152 

47.9 

16.3 

21.2 

17.5 

14.1 




^/x 

A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratorq 1.4 CLXi 

8.28 

7.70 

8.52 

8.31 

7.59 

7.23 

7.37 

7.37 

1.4 

4 

68 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.64 

18.4 

152 

47.9 

16.3 

21.2 

17.5 

14.1 





A 

X 


s 


X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

y/y/y 

vy Duratorq 1.4 Diesel titanium 

8.95 

8.29 

9.01 

8.95 

8.21 

7.82 

7.97 

7.97 

1.4 

4 

68 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.64 

18.4 

152 

47.9 

16.3 

21.2 

17.5 

14.1 




^/x 

A 

X 


s 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

^^/x 

2 

y/y/y 


Fi6Sta • LxWxH:4291xl772xl496 • Wheelbase: 2489 • Ground Clearance: NA • Tyres: 195/60R15 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1190/990 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 820/610 • Shoulder room: 1200 

• Headroom: (F/R) 900/890 • Boot Space :430 Its • Kerb Weight: 1124(P) 1157(D) 'Seatb • Warranty: 2/100000 -I- Ride quality, handling, features. - Not great looking from all angles, pricey. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


1.5TiVCT Ambient 

8.65 

oo 

od 

[PD 

8.25 

7.71 

7.35 

7.49 

7.49 

1.5 

4 

W 

140 

fain 

EWD 

13.06 

18.79 

193.33 

41.26 

12.6 

15.2 

13.25 

17 




y/'/y 

A 

X 

^/■/ 

S 

y^/V/y 

X 

y/^ 

y/'/y 

2 

y/'/y/'/y 

1.5TiVCTTitanium+ 

10.32 

9.89 

10.22 

9.94 

9.44 

8.99 

9.17 

9.17 

1.5 

4 

109 

140 

5M 

EWD 

13.06 

18.79 

193.33 

41.26 

12.6 

15.2 

13.25 

17 




y/y 

C 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

yi^iy 

X 

y/ 

yiy 

2 

^/^/x 

1.5TiVCT Style AT 

10.41 

10.05 

1 10.40 1 

10.14 

9.59 

9.14 

9.31 

9.32 

1.5 

4 

w 

140 


EWD 

13.92 

19.68 

173 

46.79 

11.6 

18.9 

13.43 

16.97 




y/'/y 

C 

X 

y^/y/' 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 

y/' 

V/y 

2 

y/'/y/'/y 

^jg^PyBfe||^^TiVCTTitanium+ AT 

11.18 

10.79 

11.31 

11.88 

10.35 

9.86 

10.05 

10.05 

1.5 

4 

109 

140 

6A 

EWD 

13.92 

19.68 

173 

46.79 

11.6 

18.9 

13.43 

16.97 




yiy 

C 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y^ 

X 


y/y 

2 

yi^ly 

1.5TDCi Style 

10.43 

10.58 

1 10.45 1 

10.13 

9.59 

9.14 

9.31 

9.32 

1.5 

4 


204 

[p] 

EWD 

13.33 

19.37 

164.2 

47.12 

13.6 

18.4 

14.8 

23.5 




y/'/y 

A 

X 

y^/y/ 

S 

y^/V/y 

X 

y/ 

y/'/y 

2 

V/y/'/y 

1.5TDCi Titanium+ 

11.52 

11.68 

11.45 

11.11 

10.66 

10.16 

10.34 

10.35 

1.5 

4 

90 

204 

5M 

EWD 

13.33 

19.37 

164.2 

47.12 

13.6 

18.4 

14.8 

23.5 




^^/x 

C 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

yi^iy 

X 

y/^ 

yiy 

2 

yi^ly 


FigO • LxWxH:3795xl680xl427 • Wheelbase: 2489 • Ground Clearance: 168 • Tyres: 175/65R14 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1232/1003 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 784/596 • Shoulder room: 1346 

• Headroom: (F/R) 938/863 • Boot Space: 284 Its • Kerb Weight: 1040(P) 1105(D) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 3/1,2,0000 -I- Ride quality and price. - Not the most stylish inside and out. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Duratecl.2LXI 

4.59 

4.21 

1 4.49 1 

4.40 

4.04 

3.84 

3.92 

3.92 

1.2 

4 


102 

UlI 

EWD 

16.79 

20.6 

153.8 

48.11 

15.06 

17.65 

14.2 

15.6 

X 


X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratec 1.2 EXI 

5.04 

4.64 

4.93 

4.80 

4.44 

4.22 

4.30 

4.31 

1.2 

4 

71 

102 

5M 

EWD 

16.79 

20.6 

153.8 

48.11 

15.06 

17.65 

14.2 

15.6 

X 



x/x 

A 

X 

y/^/y^ 

S 

yZ/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratecl.2ZXI 

5.39 

4.95 

5.28 

5.11 

4.75 

4.52 

4.61 

4.61 

1.2 

4 

71 

102 

5M 

EWD 

16.79 

20.6 

153.8 

48.11 

15.06 

17.65 

14.2 

15.6 

✓ 



x/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

S 

yZ/y/y 

X 

X 

z/z 

X 

x/x/x 

Titanium 1.2 

5.98 

5.86 

5.74 

5.65 

5.26 

5.11 

5.05 

5.11 

1.2 

4 

71 

102 

5M 

EWD 

16.79 

20.6 

153.8 

48.11 

15.06 

17.65 

14.2 

15.6 




x/x 

A 

X 

y//y/' 

S 

Z/y/y 

X 

X 

Z/Z 

2 

z/y/y 

■ Duratorq 1.4 LXI 

5.85 

5.61 

[m] 

5.42 

5.05 

4.91 

4.88 

4.91 

1.4 

4 

H 

160 

fail 

EWD 

19.3 

21.2 

150 

47.9 

15.8 

21.7 

17.2 

20 

X 


X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratorq 1.4 EXI 

6.32 

5.75 

6.08 

5.87 

5.46 

5.30 

5.27 

5.31 

1.4 

4 

69 

160 

5M 

EWD 

19.3 

21.2 

150 

47.9 

15.8 

21.7 

17.2 

20 

X 



x/x 

A 

X 

V'/V' 

S 

z/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Duratorq 1.4 ZXI 

6.68 

6.07 

6.43 

6.16 

5.78 

5.50 

5.61 

5.61 

1.4 

4 

69 

160 

5M 

EWD 

19.3 

21.2 

150 

47.9 

15.8 

21.7 

17.2 

20 




x/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

s 

Z/y/y 

X 

X 

z/z 

X 

x/x/x 

Titanium 1.4 

7.26 

6.61 

6.99 

6.68 

6.29 

5.99 

6.11 

6.11 

1.4 

4 

69 

160 

5M 

EWD 

19.3 

21.2 

150 

47.9 

15.8 

21.7 

17.2 

20 




x/x 

A 


y//y/ 

s 

Z/y/y 



Z/Z 

2 

z/y/y 


HONDA hondacarindia.com 


AinaZ6 • LxWxH:3990xl680xl505 • Wheelbase: 2405 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres:175/65R14 • Eront leg room: (max/min) NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) NA • Shoulder room: NA 
• Head room: (E/R) NA • Boot Space: 400 Its • Kerb Weight: 965(P)/1075(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Looks,space,VEIVI- Cabin noise • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


i-VTEC1.2E(MT) 

6.20 

5.45 

[13 

5.78 

5.35 

4.99 

5.04 

5.24 

1.2 

4 

H 

109 

faiil 

EWD 


- - - 18 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/x S x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

y 

x/x/x 

i-VTEC1.2EX(MT) 

6.55 

5.79 

6.12 

6.10 

5.66 

5.30 

5.35 

5.55 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5M 

EWD 


- - - 18 


Z Z z/x 

A 

X Z/x s z/z/z 

X 

X 

x/x 

y 

x/x/x 

i-VTEC1.2S(AT) 

8.20 

7.43 

7.71 

7.56 

7.14 

6.70 

6.75 

6.96 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5A 

EWD 


- 15.5 


Z Z z/x 

A 

X Z/Z s Z'/Z/Z 

X 


x/x 

y 

z/y/y 

i-VTEC1.2S(MT) 

7.00 

6.21 

6.57 

6.51 

6.07 

5.69 

5.74 

5.95 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5M 

EWD 


- 18 


Z Z z/x 

A 

X Z/Z S z/z/z 

X 


x/x 

y 

x/x/x 

i-VTEC1.2VX(AT) 

9.20 

8.35 

8.69 

8.46 

8.03 

7.55 

7.61 

7.84 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 


EWD 


- 15.5 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X z/z A Z/Z/Z 

X 


x/x 

2 

z/x/x 

i-VTEC1.2VX(MT) 

8.13 

7.37 

7.66 

7.49 

7.08 

6.64 

6.68 

6.90 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5M 

EWD 


- 18 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/Z A Z/Z/Z 

X 


x/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

i-DTEC1.5E(MT) 

7.59 

6.58 

7.02 

7.05 

6.46 

5.97 

6.13 

6.34 

1.5 

4 

100 

200 

□3 

EWD 

13.30 18.78 140 44.06 

15.86 23.98 17.89 25.8 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/x S x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

Z/x/x 

i-DTEC1.5EX(MT) 

7.89 

7.11 

7.33 

7.34 

6.74 

6.24 

6.41 

6.61 

1.5 

4 

100 

200 

5M 

EWD 

13.30 18.78 140 44.06 

15.86 23.98 17.89 25.8 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X z/x S Z/Z/Z 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

Z/x/x 

i-DTEC1.5S(MT) 

8.25 

7.57 

7.69 

7.66 

7.04 

6.65 

6.72 

6.93 

1.5 

4 

100 

200 

5M 

EWD 

13.30 18.78 140 44.06 

15.86 23.98 17.89 25.8 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/Z S z/z/z 

X 


x/x 

X 

Z/x/x 

i-DTEC1.5VX(MT) 

9.24 

8.52 

8.69 

8.57 

7.91 

7.49 

7.59 

7.80 

1.5 

4 

100 

200 

5M 

EWD 

13.30 18.78 140 44.06 

15.86 23.98 17.89 25.8 


Z Z Z/x 

A 

X z/z A Z/Z/Z 

X 


x/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

Brio 

• LxWxH:3610xl680xl500 • Wheelbase: 2345 

1 • Ground Clearance:165 

•Tyres:175/65R14 • 

Eront leg room: (max/min)1180/930 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/660 • Shoulder room: 1100 







• Head room: (E/R) 990/940 • Boot Space: 175 Its • Kerb Weight: 940 • Seat: 5 • 

Warranty:2/40000 -P Comfortable ride, driving visibility, maneuverability. - 

Equipment levels. • 

EuroNCAP Rating: - 






EMT 

4.90 

4.44 

[izD 

4.72 

4.24 

3.99 

4.10 

4.13 

1.2 

4 

m 

109 


EWD 

12.85 18.56 14.32 43.09 

14.6 21.3 16.27 18.4 

Z 

Z Z x/x 

A 

X Z/x S x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

EXMT 

5.12 

4.82 

4.95 

4.88 

4.46 

4.19 

4.30 

4.33 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5M 

EWD 

12.85 18.56 14.32 43.09 

14.6 21.3 16.27 18.4 

Z 

Z Z x/x 

A 

X Z/x S Z/Z/Z 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SMT 

5.47 

5.01 

' 5 . 3 ? 

5.26 

4.81 

4.52 

4.63 

4.66 

1.2 

4 

88 ' 

109 


EWD 

12.85 18.56 14.32 43.09 

14.6 21.3 16.27 18.4 

z 

Z Z x/x 

A 

X Z/Z S z/z/z 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


5.92 

5.54 

5.92 

5.83 

5.26 

4.95 

5.05 

5.09 

1.2 

4 

IT 

109 

5A 

EWD 

12.85 18.56 14.32 43.09 

14.6 21.3 16.27 18.4 

z 

Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/Z S z/z/z 

X 


x/x 

2 

z/x/x 

VXMT 

6.45 

5.83 

6.25 

6.08 

5.56 

5.22 

5.35 

5.38 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5M 

EWD 

12.85 18.56 14.32 43.09 

14.6 21.3 16.27 18.4 

z 

Z Z Z/x 

A 

X z/z A Z/Z/Z 

X 


z/z 

2 

z/x/x 


7.37 

6.45 

7.16 

6.93 

6.00 

5.99 

6.12 

6.16 

1.2 

4 

88 

109 

5A 

EWD 

NA NA NA NA 

NA NA NA NA 

z 

Z Z Z/x 

A 

X Z/Z A Z/Z/Z 



z/z 

2 

z/x/x 


City • LxWxH:4440xl695xl485 • Wheelbase: 2550 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 175/65R15 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1200/975 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 930/690 • Shoulder room: 1220 
★★★★★ • Head room: (E/R) 990/865 • Boot Space: 405 Its • Kerb Weight: 1160(VAT Sunroof) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Drivers car, styling and handling. - Ride quality. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


EMT 

8.75 

8.26 8.49 

8.56 

7.55 

7.19 

7.30 

7.39 

1.5 

4 118 

146 

5M 

EWD 

11.53 

18.03 

182 

50.6 

10.82 

18.2 

12.66 

16.5 




z/x 

A 

X 

z/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

Z/x/x 

VXMT 

11.85 

11.16 - 

11.52 

10.23 

9.75 

9.91 

10.00 

1.5 

4 118 

146 

5M 

EWD 

11.53 

18.03 

182 50.6 

10.82 

18.2 

12.66 

16.5 




Z/X 

A 


Z/Z 

s 

Z/Z/Z 

X 


Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

SVCVT 

11.23 

10.67 1 11.50 1 

11.08 

9.76 

9.31 

9.47 

9.55 

1.5 

4 [n^ 

146 1 5A 1 

EWD 

12.4 

18.3 

185 

51.3 

10.2 

17.7 

12.07 

16.1 




Z/X 

C 


Z/Z 

s 

z/z/z 

X 


Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

VXCVT 

13.09 

12.64 13.23 

12.87 

11.33 

10.80 

10.96 

11.08 

1.5 

4 118 

146 

5A 

EWD 

12.4 

18.3 

185 

51.3 

10.2 

17.7 

12.07 

16.1 




z/x 

C 


z/z 

A 

z/z/z 



Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

E MT Diesel 

10.34 

9.82 9.97 

10.12 

8.78 

8.37 

8.52 

8.60 

1.5 

4 100 

200 6M 

EWD 

12.8 

18.87 

163 48.4 

15.5 

24.1 

17.65 

26 




z/x 

A 

X 

z/z 

s 

z/z/z 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

Z/x/x 

tmLL SVMT Diesel 

11.63 

11.57 11.21 

11.46 

9.91 

9.45 

9.62 

9.71 

1.5 

4 100 

200 6M 

EWD 

12.8 

18.87 

163 48.4 

15.5 

24.1 

17.65 

26 




z/x 

C 


z/z 

s 

z/z/z 

X 


Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

VMTDiesel 

12.31 

11.61 12.28 

12.14 

10.42 

9.93 

10.11 

10.22 

1.5 

4 100 

200 6M 

EWD 

12.8 

18.87 

163 48.4 

15.5 

24.1 

17.65 

26 




Z/x 

C 


z/z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 

S\^\m VX MT Diesel 

13.47 

13.06 1 13.24 1 

13.21 

11.42 

10.89 

11.08 

11.18 

1.5 

4 1 100 1 

200 1 6M 1 

EWD 

12.8 

18.87 

163 48.4 

15.5 

24.1 

17.65 

25.1 




Z/x 

C 


z/z 

A 

z/z/z 


z 

Z/x 

2 

Z/x/x 



CR-V • LxWxH:4545xl820xl685 • Wheelbase: 2620 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres 225/65R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) N/A • Rear knee room: (max/min) N/A • Shoulder room: N/A 
★★★★★ • Head room: (E/R) N/A • Boot Space: 556 Its • Kerb Weight: 1480(2.0IVIT)/1510(2.0AT)/1600(2.4AT) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 4/80000 -I- Design, space,ride -No diesel yet • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★. 


1; ^ CR-V2.0 

24.60 

23.08 

24.94 

22.93 

21.44 

20.25 

20.92 

21.10 

2 

4 

156 

190 

6M 

EWD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

13.7* 


z 

z 

z/z c 

X 

z/z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

X 


yiz 

6 

Z/y/Z 

CR-V 2.0 AT 

25.78 

24.20 

26.13 

24.03 

22.49 

21.25 

21.94 

22.12 

2 

4 

156 

190 

5A 

EWD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

13.7* 


z 

z 

z/z C 

X 

z/z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


y/z 

6 

Z/y/Z 

CR-V 2.4 AT 

29.06 

26.03 

1 28.09 1 

25.84 

24.20 

22.88 

23.60 

23.79 

2.4 

4 


226 

fiTI 

AWD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

12* 

Z 

z 

z 

z/z C 

X 

z/z 

A 

z/z/z 



y/Z 

6 

Z/y/Z 


OVERDRIVE 
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OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 





















■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 





















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 
(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 
remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 
wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL | ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES | TECHNICAL | PERFORMANCE | ECONOMY | FEATURES [SAFETY 


HYUNDAI hyundai.co.in 

Eon 

★★★★ 


• LxWxH:3495xl550xl550 • Wheelbase: 2380 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres: 145/80R12, 155/70 R13 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1250/1060 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 800/640 • Shoulder room: 1130 
Headroom: (F/R) 950/910 • Boot Space: 215 Its • Kerb Weight: 725 -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL + Space, features, ride quality. - EPS feels heavy, high speed noise, not as efficient as expected. • EuroNCAP Rating: 


D-lite 

3.19 

2.95 

fuil 

3.17 

2.88 

2.75 

2.8 

2.77 

0.8 

3 

□LI 

76.5 

□LI 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

X 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

D-lite+ 

3.52 

3.26 

3.51 

3.47 

3.22 

3.04 

3.09 

3.06 

0.8 

3 

56 

76.5 

5M 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

X 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Era-i- 

3.68 

3.41 

[W] 

3.62 

3.33 

3.18 

3.24 

3.21 

0.8 

3 

□LI 

76.5 

□LI 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

X 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Magna-i- 

4.03 

3.74 

4.02 

3.94 

3.65 

3.48 

3.55 

3.51 

0.8 

3 

56 

76.5 

5M 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 



x/x 

A 



s 

x/x/x 


X 

x/x 


x/x/x 


4.29 

3.98 

[427] 

4.17 

3.95 

3.76 

3.83 

3.80 

0.8 

3 

□LI 

76.5 

□LI 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 


s 


X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


3.99 

3.80 

3.87 

3.84 

3.84 

3.56 

3.83 

3.76 

0.8 

3 

56 

76.5 

5M 

EWD 

19.08 

19.94 

131 

56.05 

15.6 

24.3 

17.77 

21.1 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 


s 


X 

X 

x/x 

4/ 

x/x/x 


Elantra 

★★★★ 


■ LxWxH:4530xl775xl470 • Wheelbase: 2700mm • Ground Clearance: 167 • Tyres: 205/60R16, • Eront leg room: (max/min) NA/NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) NA/NA • Shoulder room: 1300mm 
' Headroom: (E/R)960mm/NA • Boot Space: 000 Its • Kerb Weight: 1259(P)/1329(D) •Seat:5 •Warranty:NA + Looks, feature loaded - Soft suspension • EuroNCAP Rating: 


VTVT1.8S 

16.3 

15.60 

1 15.41 1 

13.67 

13.12 

12.51 

12.73 

12.85 

1.8 

4 


177.5 1 6M 1 

EWD 

10.47 

17.32 

204 

45.78 

10.2 

17.8 

12.1 

NA 



✓ 


C 


y/'ly/' 

A 

y/'ly/ly^ 

X 


^^/x 

y/ 


VTVT1.8SX 

17.95 

17.11 

16.89 

14.66 

14.41 

13.74 

13.98 

14.12 

1.8 

4 

149.5 

177.5 6M 

EWD 

10.47 

17.32 

204 

45.78 

10.2 

17.8 

12.1 

NA 




y/'/y/' 

C 


-/I-/ 

A 

^//-//^/ 

X 


^^/x 

y/ 


VTVT1.8SXAT 

19.24 

18.34 

18.09 

16.0 

15.46 

14.74 

15.00 

15.15 

1.8 

4 

149.5 

177.5 6A 

EWD 








NA 




■//y/ 

C 


y/jy/ 

A 

y/jy/ly/ 

X 


^^/x 

y/ 

yi/^iy 

CRDI 1.6 

17.43 

16.61 

15.89 

14.0 

13.55 

12.91 

13.14 

13.27 

1.6 

4 

128 

260 6M 

EWD 

10.83 

17.61 

189 

53.37 

12.4 

20.04 

14.4 

NA 




^//^/ 

C 


y/jy/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


^^/x 

y/ 

y/K/y 

X. CRDI 1.6 S 

18.40 

17.53 

□D 

14.67 

14.31 

13.64 

13.88 

14.02 

1.6 

4 

□LI 

260 1 6M 1 

EWD 

10.83 

17.61 

189 

53.37 

12.4 

20.04 

14.4 

NA 




y/ly/ 

C 


y/jy/ 

A 

y/'ly/ ly/ 

X 


^/x 

y/ 

y/K/y 

s CRDI 1.6 SX 

19.97 

19.07 

18.23 

16.08 

15.58 

14.85 

15.11 

15.26 

1.6 

4 

128 

260 6M 

EWD 

10.83 

17.61 

189 

53.37 

12.4 

20.04 

14.4 

NA 




y/jy/ 

C 


y/jy/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 



y/ 

yi/^iy 

CRDI 1.6 SX AT 

21.34 

20.34 

1 19.43 1 

17.10 

16.63 

15.85 

16.13 

16.29 

1.6 

4 

□LI 

260 1 6A 1 

EWD 

11.52 

18.68 

180 

53.37 

11.2 

19.80 

13.35 

NA 




y/ly/ 

C 


y/jy/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/IX 

y/ 

y/K/y 


ilO 


' LxWxH:3585xl595xl550 • Wheelbase: 2380 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 155/80R13 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1190/1115 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 819/640 • Shoulder room: 1225 
' Headroom: (E/R) 990/940 • Boot Space: 225 Its • Kerb Weight: 860 -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL + Space, engine, efficiency. - 1.1 lacks top-end punch. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★* 


D-Lite 

4.24 

3.93 

[ 4~2~31 4.12 

3.83 

3.65 

3.72 

3.69 

1.1 

4 [ffl] 

99 1 

\w 

1 EWD 

15.3 

19.6 

143 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1* 

y/ 

X X/X 

A 

X x/x S x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Era 

4.63 

4.3 

4.62 4.48 

4.19 

4 

4.07 

4.03 

1.1 

4 69 

99 

5M 

EWD 

15.3 

19.6 

143 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1* 

y/ 

y/ / x/x 

A 

X y//x S x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Magna 

4.8 

4.58 

1 4.79 1 4.63 

4.34 

4.14 

4.22 

4.18 

1.1 

4 

99 1 

[W 

1 EWD 

15.3 

19.6 

143 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1* 

y/ 

y//X 

A 

X y//x S x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Kappa Magna 

5.01 

4.78 

5 4.82 

4.54 

4.33 

4.41 

4.37 

1.2 

4 80 

112 

5M 

EWD 

14.79 

19.35 

146 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1* 

y/ 

/ y/ y//X 

A 

X //X S X/X/X X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Kappa Sportz 

5.37 

5.12 

1 5.36 1 5.14 

4.86 

4.63 

4.72 

4.67 

1.2 

4 

112 1 

[W 

1 EWD 

14.79 

19.35 

146 

49.8 

13.7 

19.6 

15.1 18.1* 

y/ 

y/ y/ y//X 

A 

X y/x s yiyiy x 

X 

Z/Z 

0 

x/x/x 

Kappa Sportz AT 

7.09 

6.76 

7.07 6.84 

6.41 

6.12 

6.23 

6.17 

1.2 

4 80 

112 

4A 

EWD 

17.5 

20.6 

142 

49.8 

14.2 

17.8 

15.1 16.4* 

y/ 

y/ / y//X 

A 

X //X S x/x/x X 

X 

Z/Z 

0 

x/x/x 


Kappa Asta AT 

5.84 

5.45 

1 5.73 1 5.53 

5.45 

5.10 

5.20 

5.23 

1.2 

4 

112 1 

1 4A 

1 EWD 

17.5 

20.6 

142 

49.8 

14.2 

17.8 

15.1 16.4* 

y/ 

y/ y/ y//X 

A 

X y/x s y/y/y o 

0 

Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


Kappa Asta 

6.04 

5.64 

5.93 5.72 

5.64 

5.25 

5.26 

5.18 

1.2 

4 80 

112 

5M 

EWD 

14.79 

19.35 

146 

49.8 

13.7 

19.6 

15.1 18.1* 

y/ 

y/ y/ y//X 

A 

X y/y s y/y/y o 

0 

Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


Era LPG 

4.96 

4.73 

1 4.95 1 4.77 

4.48 

4.28 

5.36 

4.32 

1.1 

4 |j[] 

99 1 

[W 

1 EWD 

15.3 

19.6 

143 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1 

y/ 

y/ y/ x/x 

A 

X -//x S x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Magna LPG 

5.13 

4.89 

5.12 4.93 

4.64 

4.43 

4.51 

4.46 

1.1 

4 69 

99 

5M 

EWD 

15.3 

19.6 

143 

49.8 

15.4 

18.8 

19.2 18.1 

y/ 

y//X 

A 

X y/lx S x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


i20 

• LxWxH:3940xl710xl505 • Wheelbase: 2525 

• Ground Clearance: - • 

Tyres: 185/65R14, 175/70R14(Magna) • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1275/1060 

• Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/590 • Shoulder room: 1250 





★★★★ 

• Head room: (E/R) 990/930 • Boot Space: - • 1 

KerbWeight:1058(P)1515(D)* Seat:5 • Warranty:2/UL + Styling, interior space, safety and equipment level. - 

Underpowered. 

• EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 





1.2 Era 

5.3 

4.98 

5.26 5.27 

4.96 

4.73 

4.82 

4.77 

1.2 

4 80 

111 

5M 

EWD 

13.36 

18.9 

158.8 

43.02 

13.8 

18.5 

14.97 17.3 


x/x 

A 

X //X S X/X/X X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.2Asta 

6.72 

6.25 

6.64 6.26 

6.51 

6.21 

6.32 

6.27 

1.2 

4 80 

111 

5M 

EWD 

13.36 

18.9 

158.8 

43.02 

13.8 

18.5 

14.97 17.3 


y//y/ 

A 

X yZ/x A y/y/y x 


Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 

1.2 Asta Option 

7.24 

6.48 

7.14 6.65 

6.98 

6.66 

6.78 

6.72 

1.2 

4 80 

111 

5M 

EWD 

13.36 

18.9 

158.8 

43.02 

13.8 

18.5 

14.97 17.3 


y y y//y/ 

A 

X yz/y/ A y/y/y y 


Z/Z 

6 

y/y/y 

1.2 Sportz 

6.24 

5.83 

6.16 5.85 

6.02 

5.75 

5.85 

5.80 

1.2 

4 80 

111 

5M 

EWD 

13.36 

18.9 

158.8 

43.02 

13.8 

18.5 

14.97 17.3 


y y y//y/ 

A 

X z/z A y/y/y x 


y/x 

1 

x/x/x 

1.2 Magna 

5.78 

5.41 

5.72 5.4 

5.21 

4.97 

5.06 

5.02 

1.2 

4 80 

ml 

[W 

1 EWD 

13.36 

18.9 

158.8 

43.02 

13.8 

18.5 

14.97 17.3 


y y y//y/ 

A 

X Z/Z S ^^/x/x X 

X 

y/y- 

X 

y/y/y 


1.4 Gamma AT 

8.83 

8.12 

8.65 8.72 

8.04 

7.67 

6.78 

7.74 

1.4 

4 100 

136 

4A 

EWD 

16.5 

20.51 

153.4 

43.02 

12.21 

17.64 

13.56 14.1 


y/ y/ //y/ 

A 

X Z/Z A y/y/y x 


Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


1.4 Asta CRDi 

8.19 

7.66 

1 8.07 1 7.75 

7.80 

7.44 

7.57 

7.51 

1.4 

4 

219 1 

1 6M 

1 EWD 

13.4 

18.74 

157 

65.36 

17.47 

23 

18.85 20.2 


y/ y/ y//y/ 

A 

X Z/Z A y/y/y x 


Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


1.4 Magna CRDi 

7.25 

6.76 

7.15 6.88 

6.50 

6.20 

6.31 

6.26 

1.4 

4 90 

219 

6M 

EWD 

13.4 

18.74 

157 

65.36 

17.47 

23 

18.85 20.2 


y/ y/ y//y/ 

A 

X Z/Z A y/y/y x 

X 

Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


Santro 

★★★ 


■ LxWxH:3565xl525xl590 • Wheelbase: 2380 • Ground Clearance: 185 • Tyres: 155/70R13 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1100/970 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 790/635 • Shoulder room: 1208 
' Headroom: (E/R) 943 • Boot Space: 218 Its • Kerb Weight: 854 •Seat:5 • Warranty: 2/UL + Euel efficiency, easyto drive -Space at rear and headroom.. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


NonA/c 

3.29 

3.07 

3.23 

3.15 

3.04 

2.90 

2.95 

2.93 

1.1 

4 

63 

96 

5M 

EWD 

16.7 

20.3 

142 

- 

16.1 

24.3 

20.2 

17.92 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

CL 

4.01 

3.76 

3.96 

3.9 

3.76 

3.58 

3.65 

6.62 

1.1 

4 

63 

96 

5M 

EWD 

16.7 

20.3 

142 

- 

16.1 

24.3 

20.2 

17.92 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

Z/Z 

S 

z/z/z 

X 

X 

Z/Z 

2 

y/y/y 


GLS 

4.29 

4 

riFI 

4.13 

3.99 

3.80 

3.88 

3.84 

1.1 

4 

63 

96 

5M 

EWD 

16.7 

20.3 

142 

- 

16.1 

24.3 

1 20.2 1 

17.92 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

Z/Z 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

— A _.L.' 

CL LPG 

4.32 

4.01 

4.22 

4.14 

4 

3.81 

3.89 

3.85 

1.1 

4 

63 

96 

5M 

EWD 

16.9* 

20.6* 

141* 

- 

11.8* 

16.8* 

12.8* 

11.58 




y/y 

A 


Z/Z 

s 

y/y/y 



x/x 


x/x/x 


GLS LPG 

4.55 

4.19 

□I] 

4.31 

4.22 

4.03 

4.10 

4.06 

1.1 

4 

63 

96 

5M 

EWD 

16.9* 

20.6* 

141* 

- 

11.8* 

16.8* 


11.58 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 


Z/Z 

s 

y/y/y 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 



New Sonata 


• LxWxH:4800xl832xl475 • Wheelbase: 2730 • Ground Clearance: 177 • Tyres: 215/60R15 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1160/930 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 900/670 • Shoulder room: 1420 

• Headroom: (E/R) 1100/960 • Boot Space: 462 Its • Kerb Weight: 2080 -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 4/80000 -I- Ride quality and value for money. -Image and badly matched ratios in manual. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 


2.4 GDI MT 

22.59 21.08 

1 22.69 1 20.75 

19.43 

18.53 

18.87 

18.69 

2.4 

4 

250 1 6M 1 

EWD 

9.43 

16.72 

194.82 

45.75 

8.9 14.7 

10.35 

- 




Z/Z 

c 

Z/Z 

A y/y/y 

X 


y/y\ 

2 

y/y/y 

2.4 GDI AT 

24.73 23.43 

25.00 23.07 

21.61 

20.61 

20.99 

20.80 

2.4 

4 201 

250 6A 

EWD 











Z/Z 

c 

Z Z/Z 

A y/y/y 



y/y\ 

2 

y/y/y 


Santa Fe 


' LxWxH:4660xl890xl725 • Wheelbase: 2700 • Ground Clearance: - • Tyres: 235/60R18- • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1160/930 • Rear knee room: (max/min)- •Shoulderroom:- 
' Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space:- 969lts • Kerb Weight: 1868 -Seat:/ •Warranty:NA -I- Engine, styling, space, luxurious interiors. - Euel efficiency, interior quality • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


2.2 CRDi 4x4 

29.22 

26.27 

1 27.38 1 

24.5 

23.44 

22.35 

22.76 

22.55 

2.2 

4 1 


421 

1 6M 1 

AWD 

11.1 

17.8 

179 

47.9 

7.9 

12.9 

9.15 

14.66 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 


Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

X 

Z 

Z/Z 

6 

y/y/y 

2.2 CRDi 4x2 

26.68 

25.23 

26.02 

26.35 

25.63 

24.43 

24.88 

24.65 

2.2 

4 

197 

421 

6M 

EWD 









z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 


Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

6 

y/y/y 

Automatic 

27.93 

27.88 


26.19 

26.61 

25.37 

25.83 

25.60 

2.2 

4 1 


421 


AWD 









z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 


Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

6 

y/y/y 


Verna 


' LxWxH:4370xl700xl475 • Wheelbase: 2570 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres: 185/65R15(1.4), 195/55xR16(1.6) • Eront leg room: (max/min)1280/1040 • Rear knee room: (max/min)850/610 • Shoulder room: 1] 
' Headroom: (E/R) 940/900 • Boot Space: 465 Its • Kerb Weight: 1650* Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL -I- Look, features, diesel engine -Soft and wallowy handling • EuroNCAP Rating: NA 


1.4VTVT 

8.23 

7.89 

8.10 

8.11 

7.45 

7.11 

7.23 

7.17 

1.4 

4 

107 

135 

5M 

EWD 

13.15 

18.83 184.4 

56.99 

- 

- 

- 

17.43 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

X Z/Z 

s 

Z/Z/Z 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.6VTVT 

9.02 

8.72 

8.98 

8.99 

8.23 

7.85 

8 

7.92 

1.6 

4 

123 

155 

5M 

EWD 

11.93 

18.16 197 

49.26 

11.1 

18.7 

12.99 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

s 

Z/Z/Z 

X 


y/y 

1 

y/y/y 

1.6 SX 

9.71 

9.31 

9.56 

9.54 

9.62 

9.18 

8.64 

8.56 

1.6 

4 

123 

155 

5M 

EWD 

11.93 

18.16 197 

49.26 

11.1 

18.7 

12.99 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

1.6SX(0) 

10.51 

10.71 

10.56 

10.57 

8.89 

9.21 

9.38 

9.29 

1.6 

4 

123 

155 

5M 

EWD 

11.93 

18.16 197 

49.26 

11.1 

18.7 

12.99 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

X 


y/y 

6 

y/y/y 

1.6SX(0)AT 

11.42 

11.05 

1 11.32 1 

11.33 

10.42 

9.94 

10.12 

10.03 

1.6 

4 

□D 

155 

H 

EWD 






z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


y/y 

6 

y/y/y 

1.4 CRDi 

9.50 

9.09 

9.47 

9.45 

8.74 

8.33 

8.48 

8.41 

1.4 

4 

90 

219 

6M 

EWD 





23.5 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

X Z/Z 

S 

z/z/z 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.6 CRDi 

10.29 

9.95 

10.15 

10.17 

9.63 

9.17 

9.34 

9.26 

1.6 

4 

128 

260 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

10.62 

17.48 188 

49.86 

12.42 

23.67 

15.22 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

s 

z/z/z 

X 


y/y 

1 

y/y/y 

1.6 SX 

10.98 

10.62 

10.75 

10.65 

10.28 

9.80 

9.99 

9.89 

1.6 

4 

128 

260 

6M 

EWD 

10.62 

17.48 188 

49.86 

12.42 

23.67 

15.22 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 


1.6SX(0) 

11.89 

11.50 

M 

11.67 

11.05 

10.53 

10.73 

10.62 

1.6 

4 

nil 

260 

1 6M 

EWD 

10.62 

17.48 188 

49.86 

12.42 

23.67 

15.22 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


y/y 

6 

y/y/y 


1.6SX(0)AT 

12.70 

12.18 

12.68 

12.55 

11.81 

11.26 

11.47 

11.36 

1.6 

4 

128 

260 

4A 

EWD 






z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

X Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 


y/y 

6 

y/y/y 


ICML icmi.c 


Rhino • LxWxH:4440xl885xl489 • Wheelbase: 2541 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres 205/65R15 • Eront leg room: (max/min) NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) 910/650 • Shoulder room: 1375 
★★★ " ■ - ■ - - 



Extreme LD 

7.03 

6.69 

7.05 

6.81 

6.39 

6.03 

6.34 

6.30 

2 

4 

100 

240 

□LI 

RWD 

18.54 

17.2 

151 

58.6 

10 

15.5 

11.2 - 



X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Extreme SD 

8.33 

7.96 

8.34 

8.10 

7.57 

7.18 

7.51 

7.45 

2 

4 

100 

240 

5M 

RWD 

18.54 

172 

151 

58.6 

10 

15.5 

11.2 - 




x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

Z/Z 

X 

x/x/x 

Extreme VD 

9.04 

8.65 

1 9.05 1 

8.76 

8.21 

7.80 

8.15 

8.09 

2 

4 

□LI 

285 

□L 

RWD 

18.9 

- 

151 

58.6 

10 

15.5 

11.2 - 




x/x 

A 


y/y 

s 

z/z/z 

X 

X 

Z/Z 

X 

x/x/x 
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OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 


JAGUAR j 


FType • 

k'kifiiri 


LxWxH:4470 x 2042xl308 • Wheelbase:2622 • Ground Clearance: - • Tyres: 245/40R 19 (F) 275/35R 19 (R) • Front leg room: - • Rear knee room: - • Shoulder room: - 


F-TYPES I 

178.6 

157.9 

- 

- 

144 

138 

- 

- 

3.0 

V6 381 

460 

8A 

RWD 










C 

X 

viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 


6 

VIVIV 

E-TYPE V8S 

208.6 

185.6 

- 

- 

169 

143 

- 

- 

5 

V8 495 

625 

8A 

RWD 

4.58 12.71 300* - 

6.1 

- 

- 

- 




■/IV 

C 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

VIVIV 



XF 


XJ 


• LxWxH:4961xl877xl460 • Wheelbase: 2909 • Ground Clearance: 178 • Tyres: 245/45R19 • Front leg room: 1130 • Rear knee room: 622 'Shoulder room: 1194 

• Head room: (F/R)947/898 • Boot Space: 540lts Kerb Weight: 1780 'Seats 'Warranty:- -I- Pure British styling. - Dealer network, price. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★* 


XE 2.2 

54.29 

51.82 

51.48 


46.63 

47.72 

46.72 


2.2 

4 

190 

450 

8A 

RWD 












viv 

c 


viv 

A 

viviv 

V 

V 


6 

VIVIV 

XE 

75.2 

68.74 

75.2 

68.74 

62.05 

66.18 

66.18 

66.18 

5 

V8 

385 

515 

8A 

RWD 

7.2 

15.18 

250 

43.68 

4.93 

9.64 

6.11 

- 




viv 

c 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

VIVIV 

XER 

93.52 

85.45 

85.45 

85.45 

77.32 

78.8 

78.8 

78.8 

5 

V8 

510 

625 

8A 

RWD 

4.9* 

- 

250 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 




viv 

c 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

VIVIV 

XE-S 

60.62 

60.62 

61.25 

61.88 

49.97 

48.37 

49.97 

49.97 

3 

6 

275 

600 

8A 

RWD 

7.49 

15.3 

- 

- 

8.4 

12.3 

9.37 

13.53 




viv 

c 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

VIVIV 


• LxWxH:5247 x 2110xl448' Wheelbase:3517 ' Ground Clearance: - ' Tyres: 225/55R 16 ' Front leg room: - ' Rear knee room: 1121 'Shoulder room: - 

• Head room: (F/R)-/- ' Boot Space: 430 ' Kerb Weightt: 1773 ' Seat: 5 ' Warranty: - -I- British luxury and style. - Dealer network, price. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★* 


XJ 

126 

102 


114 

94 

94 

94 

94 

5 V8 


515 

nn 

RWD 

- 

- 

193* 

- 

3.5* 

5.1* 

3.8* 

- 

✓ 


✓ 

v/v 

c 

viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^^/x 

6 

VIVIV 

' XJD 

133 

120 

- 

- 

103 

104 

- 

- 

3 V6 

275 

600 

6A 

RWD 

- 

- 

250* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13.53* 




viv 

c 

V viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

^/x 

6 

VIVIV 


LAND ROVER land rover. 


Btski DiSCOVOry 4 'LxWxH:4838x2022x1837 ' Wheelbase: 2885 ' Ground Clearance: - ' Tyres: 255/65R18 ' Eront leg room: (max/min)- ' Rear knee room: (max/min)- ' Shoulder room: - 
E& =a '. ★★★★ ' Head room: (E/R)- ' Boot Space: - ' Kerb Weight:NA ' Seat: 7 ' Warranty: - -I- Go-anywhere ability. - Dealer network. Price. ' EuroNCAP Rating: 

63.74 63.74 63.74 63.74 1 3 V6 600 flT] 4WD | - - - - | - - - - ^ ^ C ^ k ^ S 


TDV6 Diesel AT 77.24 77.24 77.52 


EvOC|U6 ' LxWxH:4455x2660x2120 ' Wheelbase: 2660 ' Ground Clearance: NA ' Tyres:225/65R17 and 235/60R18 ' Eront leg room:(max/min) NA ' Rear knee room: NA ' Shoulder room: NA 
★★★★★ 'Head room: NA ' Boot Space: NA ' Kerb Weight: 1675 'Seat: 5 ' Warranty: -NA -I- Stylish - Not spacious. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


PureSD4 

56.91 

52.59 


- 

46.90 

45 

- 

- 

2.1 

4 


420 

nn 

4WD 

9.78 

17.18 

197 

43.74 

8.7 

14.3 

10.1 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

6 

VIVIV 

Prestige SD4 

66 

61 

- 

- 

54.36 

53 

- 

- 

2.1 

4 

190 

420 

6A 

4WD 

9.78 

17.18 

197 

43.74 

8.7 

14.3 

10.1 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 

a/ 

viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

6 

VIVIV 

Dynamic SD4 

64.73 

59.56 


- 

53.38 

51 

- 

- 

2.0 

4 


340 


4WD 

9.78 

17.18 

197 

43.74 

8.7 

14.3 

10.1 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 

a/ 

viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

6 

VIVIV 

^^^^*]^i^^5^vnamic Si4 coupe 

72.08 

66.24 


- 

59.47 

58 

- 

- 

2.0 

4 

240 

340 

6A 

4WD 

9.78 

17.18 

197 

43.74 

8.7 

14.3 

10.1 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 


viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

6 

VIVIV 


FrOOlandor 2 'LxWxH:4500x2005x1740 ' Wheelbase:2660 ' Ground Clearance:210 ' Tyres:235/60R18 ' Eront leg room:(max/min) - ' Rear knee room:- 'Shoulder room: - 

★★★★ 'Headroom:- 'BootSpace:- ' Kerb Weight: 1775' Seat:5 'Warranty:- -I- Cheapest Land Roveryou can buy- Not very luxurious on the inside. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


EreelanderS 

42.18 

42.18 

42.18 

- 

34.69 

34.69 

34.69 

- 

2.2 

4 

160 

400 

6A 

4WD 

11.58 

17.87 

180 

54.53 

8.6 

13.1 

9.7 

12.35 

✓ 

a/ 


viv 

c 

a/ 

viv 

A 

0/x/x 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 


EreelanderSE 

44.57 

46.55 

44.60 

- 

35.62 

35.66 

35.63 

- 

2.2 

4 

160 

400 

6A 

4WD 

11.58 

17.87 

180 

54.53 

8.6 

13.1 

9.7 

12.35 

a/ 



viv 

c 


VjV 

A 

viviv 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 

'AiEiK 

Ereelander HSE 

51.25 

50.88 

51.63 

- 

40.40 

41.89 

42.22 

- 

2.2 

4 

160 

400 

6A 

4WD 

11.58 

17.87 

180 

54.53 

8.6 

13.1 

9.7 

12.35 




VjV 

c 


viv 

A 

viviv 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 

Business Edition 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37.63 

- 

- 

2.2 

4 

160 

400 

6A 

4WD 

11.58 

17.87 

180 

54.53 

8.6 

13.1 

9.7 

12.35 


a/ 


viv 

c 

a/ 

VjV 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 


Range Rover 

★★★★ 


' Lx WxH: 4999 x2073x1835 ' Wheelbase: 2922 ' Ground Clearance: - ' Tyres: 265/65R16, ' Eront leg room: (max/min) -/- ' Rear knee room: (max/min)-/- ' Shoulder room: - 
' Head room: (E/R) :-/- ' Boot Space: 909 ' Kerb Weight: 2360/2330 ' Seat: 5 ' Warranty: - -I- Great off-road ability, amazing luxury. - Now priced in Bentley territory . ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Ia >fc ®^*'itrol Autobiography I - 206 | - | - I - 184 - - I 5 V8 | 510 | 625 fsT] 4WD I 7.57 15.11 197 - I NA NA NA m W ^ ^ C ^ A ^/^^/^ ^ ^^/^^| 8 ^/^^/^^ 

r* l^Pi®fbV8 Autobiography | - 204 - - | - 179 - - | 4.4 V8 340 700 8A 4WD | NA NA NA NA | NA NA NA NA | ^ ^ ^ C ^ k ^/^/^ ^ ^ S ^1^1^ 



RR Sport ' LxWxH:4788xl983xl784 ' Wheelbase: 2745 ' Ground Clearance: 227 ' Tyres: 255/50R19 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) - ' Rear knee room: (max/min) - ' Shoulder room: - 
★★★★ ' Head room: (E/R) - ' Boot Space: - ' Kerb Weight: 2535/2590 ' Seat: 5 ' Warranty: - -I- Elamboyant styling, excellent on-road manners. - Negligible off-roading capability. Dealer network. ' EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★* 


V8 Petrol 

106 

105 

105.5 

NA 

87.67 

87.65 

87.66 

NA 

5 

V8 

510 

625 

6A 

4WD 

9.17 

16.59 

210 

49.01 

5.72 

8.5 

6.42 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 

a/ 

viv 

A 

VjVjV 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 

3.0TDV6 

91.76 

91.62 

91.69 

NA 

75.77 

75.87 

75.79 

NA 

3 

V6 

245 

600 

6A 

4WD 









V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 

a/ 

viv 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 

3.6TDV8 

91.59 

91.57 

1 91.55 1 

NA 

80.82 

80.81 

80.81 

NA 

3.6 

V8 

M 

640 

M 

4WD 

- 

- 

210 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

V 

V 

V 

viv 

c 

a/ 

v/v 

A 

VIVIV 

V 

V 

viv 

8 

VIVIV 


MAHINDRA& MAHINDRA mahindra.com 


Bolero 'LxWxH:4056x1660X1880/4440x1660x1977(PLUS) ' Wheelbase: 2680/2794 (DI&PIus) ' Ground Clearance: 200 ' Tyres: 215/75R15 Eront leg room (max/min) 1180/1060 ' Rear knee room: (max/min) 790/680 ' Shoulder room: 1260 
★★★ 'Headroom: (E/R) 930/910 'BootSpace: - ' Kerb Weight: 1615(P)1615(D) ' Seat: 7/7,8,9,10(plus) ' Warranty: 1/UL + Practicality, ride and aircon. - Image, performance, brakes and ergonomics. ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 


SLX2WD 

7.24 

6.95 


7.26 

6.48 

6.2 

6.18 

6.38 

2.5 

4 

IjE 

180 

S 

RWD 

30.3 

23.5 

114 

62.9 

13.6 

20.3 

15 

14.7 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

VjV 

s 

VIVIV 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SLX4WD 

6.72 

6.56 

6.68 

6.65 

6.07 

6.06 

6.01 

6.06 

2.5 

4 

68 

138 

5M 

AWD 

43.4 

25 

107 

- 

7.53 

14.3 

9.2 

14.7 

X 

X 

a/ 

x/x 

A 

X 

viv 

s 

VIVIV 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VLXCRDe2WD 

7.53 

7.16 

7.44 

7.48 

6.52 

6.65 

6.63 

- 

2.5 

4 

97 

255 

5M 

RWD 

19.5 

20.8 

145 

59.9 

9.8 

13.4 

10.7 

- 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

viv 

s 

VIVIV 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SLE2WD 

6.7 

6.38 

6.48 

6.82 

5.91 

5.86 

5.84 

5.96 

2.5 

4 

63 

180 

5M 

RWD 

43.4 

25 

107 

- 

7.53 

14.3 

9.2 

13.52 

X 

X 

a/ 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

PLUS2WD 

6.2 

6.02 

6.25 

6.01 

6.07 

5.86 

5.84 

6.2 

2.5 

4 

63 

180 

5M 

RWD 

43.4 

25 

107 

- 

7.53 

14.3 

9.2 

- 

X 

X 

0 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/0 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

DI2WD 

6.23 

5.75 

5.79 

5.89 

5.72 

5.27 

5.12 

5.28 

2.5 

4 

63 

180 

5M 

RWD 

43.4 

25 

107 

- 

7.53 

14.3 

9.2 

- 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Getaway 'LxWxH:5118x1850x1874 ' Wheelbase: 3040 ' Ground Clearance: 180 ' Tyres: 245/75R16 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) 1090/999 ' Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/720 ' Shoulder room: 1430 
★★tI ■ ' Headroom: (E/R) 965/1015 ' BootSpace:- ' Kerb Weight:2550/2650 ' Seat: 5 'Warranty: 2/50000 -I- Comfortable, refined engine. Mile-muncher.- Ride can still I 


f ide can still be improved. ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 




J 2WD 

9.04 

8.99 1 8.81 1 

8.67 

7.77 

8.18 

8.07 

7.94 

2.6 

4 


270 

fail 

RWD 

21.7 21.8 157 56.4 

8.2 

12.5 

9.3 

- 


X 


vix 

A 


x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 



4WD 

10.53 

10.11 

9.72 

9.94 

8.75 

9.18 

9.08 

8.94 

2.6 

4 

116 

270 

5M 

AWD 

21.7 21.8 157 56.4 

8.2 

12.5 

9.3 

- 


X 


A^/X 

A 


x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 



Quanto 

' LxWxH:3985xl880xl850 ' Wheelbase: 2760 ' Ground Clearance: 180 ' Tyres: 205/65R15 ' Eront leg room: (max/min) -/- ' Rear knee room: (max/min)-/- ' 
' Headroom: (E/R)-/- ' Boot Space:690 ' Kerb Weight: 1640' Seat: 7 ' Warranty: 2/50000 -1- Price, practicality. - Ride, driving dynamics. ' EuroNCAP Rating: - 

• Shoulder room: 










C2 

7.10 

6.63 

7.06 

7.10 

6.11 

5.99 

6.11 

6.23 

1.5 

3 

100 

240 

5M 

RWD 

16.18 20.02 144.6 46.5 

12.4 

18.9 

14 

17.2 

V 

X 

X 

A^/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 



C4 

7.74 

7.46 

7.68 

7.52 

6.67 

6.53 

6.66 

6.77 

1.5 

3 

100 

240 

5M 

RWD 

16.18 20.02 144.6 144.6 

12.4 

18.9 

14 

17.2 

V 

X 

a/ 

VIx 

A 

X 

x/^/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 


X 

x/x/x 



C6 

8.36 

8.04 

1 8.28 1 

8.10 

7.20 

7.05 

7.19 

7.30 

1.5 

3 

M 

240 

riil 

RWD 

16.18 20.02 144.6 144.6 

12.4 

18.9 

14 

17.2 

V 

X 


V/x 

A 

X 

V/V 

S 

V/x/x 

X 

X 

v/v 

X 

V/x/x 



08 

8.97 

8.62 

8.88 

8.70 

7.74 

7.57 

7.72 

7.83 

1.5 

3 

100 

240 

5M 

RWD 

16.18 20.02 144.6 144.6 

12.4 

18.9 

14 

17.2 

V 

X 


A^/X 

A 

X 

V/V 

S 

V/x/x 

X 

X 

v/v 


V/x/x 
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■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 





















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 
(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 
remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL | ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES | TECHNICAL | PERFORMANCE | ECONOMY | FEATURES [SAFETY 



SsangYong Rsxton •LxWxH:4755x1900x1785 • Wheelbase: 2835 • Ground Clearance: 252 • Tyres: OOO/OOROO • Front leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- -Shoulder room: - 
" “ • Headroom: (F/R)- • Boot Space: -• Kerb Weight:- • Seat: 8 •Warranty:NA + Ride quality, features, space. - Engine noise, handling, steering feel • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


It RX5 

21.57 

21.21 


NA 

17.67 17.75 

NA 

NA 

2.7 

5 

W 

340 

1 6M 1 

AWD 

10.19 

17.23 

171 

44.89 

8.1 

10.7 

8.6 - 



✓ 


C 


A 

y/'ly/'jy/' 

y/' 

y^ 

y/'/y/'\ 

2 

y^/y/'/y/' 

f RX7 

24.21 

23.53 

NA 

NA 

19.67 19.75 

NA 

NA 

2.7 

5 

186 

402 

5A 

AWD 

10.19 

17.23 

171 

44.89 

8.1 

10.7 

8.6 - 





C 


A 


y/ 

y/ 

y/'/y/'\ 

2 

y/jy/jy/ 



Scorpio • LxWxH:4430xl817xl975 • Wheelbase: 2680 • Ground Clearance: 180 • Tyres: 235/70R16 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1090/999 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/720 • Shoulder room: 1430 
★★★★ • Headroom: (E/R) 965/1015 -BootSpace:- • Kerb Weight: 2510/ 2610 (4WD)* Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2/50000 + Comfortable, refined engine. Mile-muncher. - Ride can still be improved. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


LX 

8.67 

8.72 

[8®] 

8.57 

7.48 

7.88 

7.69 

7.64 

2.2 

4 

UD 

290 

□lI 

RWD 

15.6 

19.7 

156 

55.9 

10.5 

15.4 

11.7 

12.05 

y/ 

X 

y/ 

y/'IX 

A 


y/IV 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

y/ 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SLE 

9.96 

9.97 

9.93 

9.76 

8.48 

9.01 

8.76 

8.82 

2.2 

4 

122 

290 

5M 

RWD 

15.6 

19.7 

156 

55.9 

10.5 

15.4 

11.7 

12.05 

y/' 

X 

y/ 

A^/X 

A 


y/jy/' 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

y/' 

y//y/' 

X 

y/lxlX 

VLX 

11.36 

10.87 

[mI 

10.95 

9.78 

10.24 

10.09 

10.01 

2.2 

4 

[m 

290 


RWD 

15.6 

19.7 

156 

55.9 

10.5 

15.4 

11.7 

12.05 

■/ 

X 

y/ 

A^/X 

A 

a/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

x/y/y 

X 

y^ 

y/ly/ 

0 

y/'lxlX 

VLXAT 

12.28 

11.95 

12.62 

12.75 

11.5 

11.97 

11.85 

12.02 

2.2 

4 

122 

290 

6A 

AWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.6* 

13* 

10.2 

11.64 

y/ 

X 

y/ 

A^/X 

A 

a/ 

y/jy/' 

A 

X/aZ/a/ 

X 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

2 

yixix 

VLX MT 4X4 

12.48 

12.28 

1 12.64 1 

11.75 

10.66 

11.15 

10.67 

11.04 

2.2 

4 


290 

s 

AWD 






12.88 

y/ 

X 

y/ 

A^/X 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 

X/y/'/y/' 

X 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

X 

y/x/x 

VLXAT 2WD 

12.51 

12.48 

12.91 

11.98 

10.68 

11.17 

10.9 

11.06 

2.2 

4 

122 

290 

6A 

RWD 







y/ 

X 

y/ 

A^/X 

A 

a/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

X/y/'/y/' 

X 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

2 

y/x/x 



Thar • LxWxH:3920xl710xl930 • Wheelbase: 2430 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 235/70R16 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1092/990 • Rear knee room: 762 • Shoulder room: - 
• Headroom: (E/R) 990/812 -Boot Space:- • Kerb Weight: 2090* Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2/50000 + Rugged looks, refined engine. - Ride and handling • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


CRDe 4x4 

6.54 

6.59 

1 6.58 1 

7.00 

6.28 

5.59 

5.58 

5.99 

2.5 

4 


247 


4WD 

18.93 

20.3 

124 

NA 

12.29 

16.8 

13.9 

- 

■/ 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Di 4x4 

6.25 

6.29 

6.28 

6.22 

5.99 

5.98 

6.01 

6.10 

2.5 

4 

65 

183 

5M 

4WD 









y/ 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Di4x2 

6.02 

5.99 

5.98 

6.01 

5.50 

5.49 

5.47 

5.44 

2.5 

4 

65 

183 

5M 

RWD 









y/ 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 



VeritoVibe •LxWxH:3991x1740x1540 •Wheelbase:2630 • Ground Clearance: 172 • Tyres: 185/70R14 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room:- • Shoulder room: - 
★★★-y • Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space: 330 • Kerb Weight: 1155 • Seat: 5 -Warranty:- -l-NA-NA - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


D2 

6.80 

6.27 

1 6.56 1 

6.35 

5.64 

5.69 

5.73 

5.79 

1.5 

4 

HO 

160 

□0 

EWD 

15.8 

19.8 

153 

49.8 

13.8 

22.7 

16 

20.8 

y/ 

a/ 


A^/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

D4 

7.12 

6.56 

6.86 

6.63 

5.90 

5.95 

5.99 

6.06 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

15.8 

19.8 

153 

49.8 

13.8 

22.7 

16 

20.8 


a/ 


A^/X 

A 

X 

A^/X 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

W D6 

7.83 

7.45 

7.56 

7.27 

6.50 

6.55 

6.60 

6.68 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

15.8 

19.8 

153 

49.8 

13.8 

22.7 

16 

20.8 



a/ 

y^/X 

A 

X 

y/'/y/' 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

A^/X 

1 

y/x/x 


VeritO -LxWxH:4247x1740x1534 - Wheelbase: 2630 - Ground Clearance: 155 - Tyres: 185/70R14 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1260/1060 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 820/640 - Shoulder room: 1420 
-Headroom: (E/R)900/940 - Boot Space 510 - Kerb Weight: 1680(P)1140(D)- Seat 5 - Warranty : 2yr -I- Cheap to buy and run, ride quality. -Styling, handling and ergonomics. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


1.4G2BS3 

5.51 

5.04 

[M] 

5.11 

5.17 

5.21 

5.24 

5.24 

1.4 

4 

nn 

110 

IsmI 

EWD 






13.4 

a/ 


X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.4G4BS3 

5.54 

5.31 

5.35 

5.4 

5.45 

5.49 

5.52 

5.52 

1.4 

4 

75 

110 

5M 

EWD 






13.4 

a/ 


a/ 

X/X 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.4 G2 BS2 

6.37 

6.31 

6.30 

6.28 

5.23 

5.27 

5.30 

5.30 

1.4 

4 

75 

110 

5M 

EWD 






13.4 


a/ 


X/X 

A 

X 


S 

y/'/y/'/X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.4G4BS4 

6.29 

6.25 

6.24 

6.28 

5.45 

5.49 

5.52 

5.52 

1.4 

4 

75 

110 

5M 

EWD 






13.4 


a/ 


X/X 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

y/y/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5D2BS3 

6.49 

6.06 

6.33 

5.95 

6.01 

6.05 

6.09 

6.09 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 


X 

X 

X/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5D4BS3 

6.56 

6.38 

6.5 

6.41 

6.34 

6.38 

6.43 

6.43 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5D6BS3 

7.42 

7.45 

7.52 

7.39 

7.01 

7.05 

7.11 

7.11 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

rm 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 

a/ 

X 


X/X 

A 

X 


S 


X 

X 

^^/x 


^^/x/X 

1.5D2BS4 

7.34 

7.33 

7.36 

7.39 

6.21 

6.26 

6.30 

6.30 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 

a/ 

a/ 

a/ 

X/X 

A 

X 

^/x 

s 

^/^/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5D4BS4 

7.49 

7.18 

7.3 

6.99 

6.44 

6.48 

6.52 

6.52 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

rrn 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 



a/ 

x/x 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

s 

y/y/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1.5D6BS4 

7.79 

7.75 

7.79 

7.80 

7.10 

7.14 

7.20 

7.21 

1.5 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

EWD 

17.2 

20.4 

149 

65.1 

14 

27.3 

17.3 

21.03 

a/ 

a/ 

a/ 

x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

y/y/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 


y/x/x 



XUV500 - LxWxH:4585xl890xl785 - Wheelbase: 2700 - Ground Clearance: 180 - Tyres: 235/65R17 - Eront leg room: (max/min)1210/1060 - Rear knee room: (max/min)850/660 - Shoulder room: 1300 


W6 

14.39 

13.93 

1 14.34 1 

14.04 

11.74 

11.86 

11.99 

12.25 

2.2 

4 

M 

330 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

12.86 

18.83 

183.5 

49.37 

11.67 

16.12 

12.78 

15.1 

y 

y 

y 

^^/x C 


y/y 

X 

y/y/y 

X 

y 

y/y 

2 

y/x/x 

W8 

16.28 

15.73 

16.20 

15.85 

13.29 

13.41 

13.56 

13.85 

2.2 

4 

140 

330 

6M 

EWD 

12.86 

18.83 

183.5 

49.37 

11.67 

16.12 

12.78 

15.1 

y 

y 

y 

^ 1 ^ c 


y/y 


y/y/y 

X 

y 

y/y 

6 

y/y/y 

^ W8AWD 

17.65 

17.45 

17.50 

17.09 

14.36 

14.44 

14.66 

14.94 

2.2 

4 

140 

330 

6M 

AWD 









y 

y 

y 

c 


y/y 


y/y/y 


y 

y/y 

6 

y/y/y 


XylO - LxWxH:4525xl850xl895 - Wheelbase: 2760 - Ground Clearance: 186 - Tyres: 215/75R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1260/1050 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 910/700 - Shoulder room: 1500 
★★★★ - Headroom: (E/R) 985/970 - Boot Space:- - Kerb Weight: 1830(D)- Seat: 7(E4,6,8),8(E2,8) - Warranty: 2years/50000 -I- Refined engine, space, ride and features. - Handling and styling. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


D2 

7.87 

7.74 

[m] 

7.81 

6.65 

6.89 

6.81 

6.92 

2.5 

4 

[945] 

220 

fsTI 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

A 

X 


S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

E4 

8.57 

8.42 

8.45 

8.44 

7.25 

7.5 

7.42 

7.53 

2.5 

4 

113 

260 

5M 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

A 


^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/y 

X 

x/x/x 

9.2 

9.07 

[W] 

9.05 

7.79 

8.06 

7.96 

8.08 

2.5 

4 

RiTI 

260 

HEI 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

A 


y/y 

S 

x/x/y 

X 

X 

x/y 

X 

x/x/x 

E8 

9.8 

9.66 

9.66 

9.59 

8.31 

8.6 

8.5 

8.61 

2.5 

4 

113 

260 

5M 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/x/y 

X 

X 

y/y 

0 

0/x/x 

E8withABS 

10.01 

9.87 

m] 

9.79 

8.49 

8.79 

8.69 

8.79 

2.5 

4 

rwi 

260 

HEI 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/y 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

^/x/X 

E8 with Airbags &ABS 

10.26 

10.11 

10.12 

10.01 

8.7 

9 

8.9 

9.01 

2.5 

4 

113 

260 

5M 

RWD 

15.9 

20.1 

158.6 

53.1 

10.9 

16.1 

12.1 

12.2 

y 

y 

y 

y/y 

A 


y/y 

A 


X 

X 

y/y 

2 

y/x/x 


MARUTI SUZUKI marutisuzuki.com 


Alto 800 - Lx WxH:3395x 1490x1475 - Wheelbase: 2360 - Ground Clearance:160 - Tyres: 145/80R12 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min)- - Shoulder room: - 
★★★ - Head room: (E/R) - - Boot Space: - - Kerb Weight:725 - Seat: 5 - Warranty: NA -I- Looks better, improved engine - Still not enough space, cabin noise - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


STD 

2.99 

2.74 

2.99 

2.89 

2.57 

2.40 

2.47 

2.52 

0.8 

3 

48 

69 

5M 

EWD 

18.58 

20.73 

136.7 

55.4 

15.2 

25.4 

17.72 

- 

X 

X 

- 

- 

A 

- 


s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LX 

3.38 

3.9 

3.37 

3.27 

2.91 

2.73 

2.80 

2.85 

0.8 

3 

48 

69 

5M 

EWD 

18.58 

20.73 

136.7 

55.4 

15.2 

25.4 

17.72 

- 

X 

X 

- 

- 

A 

- 

yiy- 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXi 

3.63 

3.44 


3.50 

3.13 

2.95 

3.03 

3.08 

0.8 

3 

RTI 

69 

HEI 

EWD 

18.58 

20.73 

136.7 

55.4 

15.2 

25.4 

17.72 

- 

X 

X 


- 

A 

- 

yiy- 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXi(Airbag) 

3.81 

3.50 

3.80 

3.66 

3.29 

3.10 

3.18 

3.23 

0.8 

3 

48 

69 

5M 

EWD 

18.58 

20.73 

136.7 

55.4 

15.2 

25.4 

17.72 

- 

X 

X 

- 

- 

A 

- 

yi^ 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

4/ 

x/x/x 

STDCNG 

- 

3.56 

m 

- 

3.35 

3.15 

3.24 

3.28 

0.8 

3 

S 

69 

HEI 

EWD 









X 

X 



A 


y/y^ 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

lxcng 

- 

3.75 


- 

3.54 

3.33 

3.42 

3.47 

0.8 

3 

48 

69 

5M 

EWD 









X 

X 



A 


yiy 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXiCNG 

- 

3.96 

m 

- 

3.73 

3.52 

3.61 

3.66 

0.8 

3 

□lI 

69 

HEI 

EWD 









X 

X 



A 


y/y 

s 

- 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Alto KIO - LxWxH:3620xl475xl460 - Wheelbase: 2360 - Ground Clearance: 160 - Tyres:155/65R13 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min)- - Shoulder room: - 


★★★★ 


- Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 765- Seat:5 -Warranty:- -I- Peppy engine.- Rear leg room, flighty at high speeds - EuroNCAP Rating: 


>-Xi 

3.66 3.39 1 3.62 1 3.64 

3.33 3.14 

3.21 3.22 

1 3 

feTI 90 1 5M 1 EWD 

15.2 20.39 153 

51.1 

16.3 26.3 18.8 

20.2 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

* VXi 

3.80 3.50 3.76 3.78 

3.46 3.27 

3.34 3.36 

1 3 

68 90 5M EWD 

15.2 20.39 153 

51.1 

16.3 26.3 18.8 

20.2 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


A-star 

★★★★ 

- LxWxH:3500xl600xl490 - Wheelbase: 2360 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres 155/80R13 -Erontlegroom:(max/min)- 

- Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 860- Seat: 5 - Warranty:- -PStyling. Peppy engine. - Interior space 

■ - Rear knee room: (max/min) - 
- EuroNCAP Rating: - 

- Shoulder room: 

- 










LXi 

4.31 4.03 4.31 4.26 

3.90 3.73 

3.80 3.80 

1 3 

68 90 5M EWD 

16.9 21.5 153 

40.8 

15.69 19.8 16.65 

19 


X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


VXi 

4.67 4.37 4.62 4.58 

4.23 4.04 

4.08 4.12 

1 3 

68 90 5M EWD 

16.9 21.5 153 

40.8 

15.69 19.8 16.65 

19 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

0/x/x 



5.01 4.67 1 4.97 | 4.85 

4.50 4.30 

4.35 4.38 

1 3 

nn 90 1 5M 1 EWD 

16.9 21.5 153 

40.8 

15.69 19.8 16.65 

19 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

VXi AT 

5.25 4.88 4.23 4.17 

4.76 4.55 

4.60 4.63 

1 3 

68 90 4A EWD 

22.4 - 145 

- 

12.4 20.7 14.4 

- 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

y/y/y 



Celerio 

★★★★ 

LXI 
LXIAMT 
VXI 
VXIAMT 
ZXI 
ZXI (0) 


- LxWxH:3600xl600xl560 - Wheelbase: 2425 - Ground Clearance: 165 - Tyres 155/80R13 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min) - -Shoulderroom:- 

- Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 830- Seat: 5 -Warranty:- -1- Space, auto option, efficiency - Bland styling - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


4.55 

4.18 


4.50 

3.96 

3.76 

3.87 

3.93 

1 

3 


90 

5M 

EWD 





- 

[U 

23.1 

X 


X 

X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

5.16 

4.61 

4.97 

5.08 

4.36 

4.14 

4.26 

4.32 

1 

3 

68 

90 

AMT 

EWD 







23.1 



X 

X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

4.89 

4.52 

[m 

4.81 

4.26 

4.05 

4.12 

4.24 

1 

3 

E 

90 

5M 

EWD 





- 

m 

23.1 

X 



X 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

5.34 

4.93 

5.26 

5.27 

4.66 

4.43 

4.51 

4.63 

1 

3 

68 

90 

AMT 

EWD 







23.1 




X 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

5.23 

4.83 

5.16 

5.14 

4.57 

4.34 

4.42 

4.53 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 





- 

LZ] 

23.1 





A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

1 

x/x/x 

5.75 

5.31 

5.67 

5.71 

5.04 

4.78 

4.87 

4.99 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 







23.1 





A 

X 

y/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 


212 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 





OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 



★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 



o 





O 

O 

c 

CO 


CD 



MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE ECONOMY FEATURES SAFETY 



Eeco • LxWxH:3675xl475xl800 • Wheelbase: 3350 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Tyres: 155/80R13 • Front leg room: (max/min)- • Rear knee room: (max/min) - • Shoulder room: - 
★★★★ • Headroom: (F/R)- • Boot Space: -• Kerb Weight: 908* Seat: 5/7 - Warranty:- -I- Value for money, space, engine. - Utilitarian. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Elexi Green 

4.28 

4.21 1 4.36 1 4.26 

4.10 

3.86 

4.10 

4.06 

1.2 

4 101 1 5M 1 RWD 








15.1 


X 

X 

X/X X 

X 

X/X 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

5Seater HTRCNG 

4.10 

3.88 4.12 4.06 

3.80 

3.57 

3.81 

3.76 

1.2 

4 73.7 101 5M RWD 








15.1 


X 

X 

X/X A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

5StrAC+HRTCNG 

4.33 

4.29 1 4.43 1 4.30 

4.16 

3.93 

4.18 

4.13 

1.2 

4 1 73.7 1 101 1 5M 1 RWD 








15.1 


X 

X 

X/X X 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Ertiga 

★★★★ 


■ LxWxH:4265xl695xl685 • Wheelbase: 2740 • Ground Clearance: 185 • Tyres: 185/65R15 • Front leg room: (max/min)- NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) - NA -Shoulder room: -NA 
■Headroom: (F/R)-NA -Boot Space: - NA - Kerb Weight: NA - Seat: 7 - Warranty: -NA -I- Car like feel, price. -Middle row a bit of a squeeze for three. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 



LXI 

7.07 

6.43 

7.07 

6.72 

6.23 

5.89 

6.17 

6.15 

1.4 

4 

95 

130 5M 

EWD 

VXI 

7.91 

7.33 

7.89 

7.47 

6.98 

6.6 

6.9 

6.87 

1.4 

4 

95 

130 5M 

EWD 

ZXI 

8.7 

8.09 

8.7 

8.21 

7.68 

7.3 

7.61 

7.59 

1.4 

4 

[K\ 

130 1 5M 1 

EWD 

1^ LDI 

8.9 

8.29 

8.7 

8.21 

7.72 

7.3 

7.61 

7.59 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 5M 

EWD 

Hb VDI 

9.65 

8.97 

9.42 

8.87 

8.35 

7.9 

8.22 

8.2 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 5M 

EWD 

ZDI 

10.27 

9.62 

110.051 

9.45 

8.89 

8.45 

8.78 

8.76 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 5M 

EWD 

Grand Vitara 

- LxWxH:4500xl810xl695 - Wheelbase:2640 

- Ground Clearance: 200 

- Tyres: 225/65R17 









16.02 

X 


X 

^^/x 

A 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 








16.02 




^^/x 

A 



X 


X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 








16.02 





A 



A 


X 


y/jy^ 

2 

^^/x/X 

13.33 

18.56 

169.8 

48.24 

13.2 

21.25 

15.21 

20.77 

X 


X 

^/x 

A 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x/x/x 

13.33 

18.56 

169.8 

48.24 

13.2 

21.25 

15.21 

20.77 





A 


y//y/ 

X 

y/x/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

13.33 

18.56 

169.8 

48.24 

13.2 

21.25 

15.21 

20.77 




,//x 

A 



A 

y/x/y 

X 


y/'jy/' 

2 

yixix 


★★★ 


- Headroom: (E) 925 - Boot Space: 395 Its - Kerb Weight: 1614 - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Ride. Low ratio 4x4. - Underpowered. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 


AT 

19.57 

19.16 

1 19.12] 

19.25 

18.86 

18.26 

18.61 

18.55 

2.4 

4 

ri65 1 225 r 4A j 

AWD 









✓ 

yiy c 

X y/jy/' 

A yiyiy 

X 


yiy\ 

2 

yiy lx 

MT 

21.06 

20.65 

20.59 

20.46 

17.51 

16.94 

17.28 

17.29 

2.4 

4 

165 

225 

5M 

AWD 

12.25 18.32 

178 49.52 

8.3 

17.1 

10.2 

10.41 




yiy c 

X y/ly/' 

A yiyiy 

X 


y/y\ 

2 

yiyix 


Gypsy - Lx WxH: 4010x1540x1875/1845 - Wheelbase: 2375 - Ground Clearance: - - Tyres 205/70R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min) - - Shoulder room: - 

- Headroom: (E)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 985- Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Hardcore off-roader, fuel efficient MPEI engine. - Ride quality, no power steering. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 



Soft Top 

6.19 5.6 IWj 

5.91 

5.96 5.60 

5.90 

5.80 

1.3 

4 [3 103 rsFj 

AWD 

16.7* - 126* - 

10.2* 

14.8* 11.1* - 

XXX 

X/X 

X 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Hard Top 

6.32 5.89 6.44 

6.1 

6.16 5.80 

6.10 

5.99 

1.3 

4 81 103 5M 

AWD 

16.7* - 126* - 

10.2* 

14.8* 11.1* - 

XXX 

x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Kizashi 

- LxWxH:4650xl820xl490 - Wheelbase:2700 

- Ground Clearance: - - Tyres 215/55R17 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - 

Rear knee room: (max/min) - 

- Shoulder room:- 











★★★★ 

- Headroom: (E)- ■ 

• Boot Space: -461lts 

- Kerb Weight: 1460(MT)/ 1500(CVT) - Seat: 5 

- Warranty :NA + Creamy and powerful engine, fun to drive - :0nly petrol, CVT feels dated 


- EuroNCAP Rating: - 





MT 

19.86 19.75 [1971] 19.55 

17.12 16.5 

16.66 

16.89 

2.4 

4 230 \m \ EWD 

9.43 16.75 184 - 

9.1 

13.54 10.21 12.45 

ly/y/y/ 

yi^ 

C 


y/'/y/^ 

A 

y^/y^/y/' X 


^^/x 

6 

yi^iy 

BBv cvT 

1 20.87 20.89 20.88 

20.84 1 

18.15 17.5 

17.66 

17.9 

2.4 

4 178 230 CVT 

EWD 1 

10.34 17.49 - 

- 

- 12.53 

\y/ y/ y/ 

yi^ 

C 


y//y/ 

A 

y^/y/'/y/' X 


^^/x 

6 

yi^iy 


Omni 


• LxWxH:3370xl410xl640 - Wheelbase: 1840 - Ground Clearance: 165 - Tyres: 140/70R12 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min) 900/670 - Shoulder room: - 

• Head room: (E) 875 - Boot Space: - - Kerb Weight: 785- Seat: 5/8 - Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Price, commercially useful. Space. - Safety issues and image. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


. ' ; EMPISTD 

2.87 

2.65 

IWj 

2.91 

2.56 

2.38 2.59 

2.52 

0.8 

3 

□LI 

62 

1 4M 1 

RWD 







16.9 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

x/x 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


MPISTD 

2.85 

2.63 

2.75 

2.76 

2.55 

2.36 2.57 

2.50 

0.8 

3 

38 

62 

4M 

RWD 







16.9 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

x/x 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LPGSTD5seater 

3.11 

2.95 

3.06 

2.98 

2.66 

2.47 2.68 

2.62 

0.8 

3 

38 

62 

4M 

RWD 











x/x 

x/x 


x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X X 

x/x 


x/x/x 


RitZ - LxWxH:3715xl680xl620 - Wheelbase: 2360 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres: 165/80R14, 185/70x14 (Zxi) - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1210/970 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 790/570 - Shoulder room: 1310 
★★★★-y - Head room: (E/R) 990/940 - Boot Space: 236 - Kerb Weight: 1005(P)1100(D)- Seat: 5 -Warranty:- -I- Performance, ease of driving. - Styling. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


LXi 

4.81 

4.49 

4.70 

4.68 

4.39 

4.17 

4.27 

4.26 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 

14.71 

19.51 

156 

48.8 

13.95 

19.1 

15.2 

18.50 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VXi 

5.29 

4.97 

5.19 

4.87 

4.73 

4.54 

4.61 

4.60 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 

14.71 

19.51 

156 

48.8 

13.95 

19.1 

15.2 

18.50 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

A^/X 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


5.82 

5.43 

5.69 

5.58 

5.42 

5.16 

5.26 

5.25 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 

14.71 

19.51 

156 

48.8 

13.95 

19.1 

15.2 

18.50 


X 


y//y/ 

A 

X 

A^/X 

A 

yixix 

X 


y//y/ 

2 

yixix 

LDi 

5.75 

5.50 

5.69 

5.58 

5.39 

5.18 

5.28 

5.26 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

15.43 

19.66 

163 

54 

17.8 

19.7 

18.2 

23.20 

X 

X 

X 

X/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

A vDi 

6.21 

5.74 

6.11 

5.87 

5.77 

5.55 

5.66 

5.64 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

15.43 

19.66 

163 

54 

17.8 

19.7 

18.2 

23.20 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

yix 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

at 

7.38 

6.99 

7.32 

6.38 

6.51 

6.19 

6.35 

6.38 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 








17.16 


X 


X/X 

A 

X 

yix 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 


yixix 


Swift - LxWxH:3850xl695xl530 - Wheelbase: 2430 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres: 165/80R14 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1120/850 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 850/620 - Shoulder room: 1210 

- Headroom: (E/R) 930/890 - Boot Space:204 Its - Kerb Weight: 990(P)1080(D) - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Handling, peppy performance, interiors -Not as spacious as rivals - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★* 


LXi 

5.05 

4.97 

4.93 

4.94 

4.26 

4.44 

4.53 

4.52 

1.2 

4 

87 

114 

5M 

EWD 

12.93 

18.57 

165 

- 

14.9 

20.1 

16.91 

18.6 

X 

X 

X 

yix 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VXi 

5.46 

5.30 

5.33 

5.34 

4.60 

4.91 

4.94 

4.93 

1.2 

4 

87 

114 

5M 

EWD 

12.93 

18.57 

165 

- 

14.9 

20.1 

16.91 

18.6 


X 


yix 

A 

X 

A^/X 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


ZXi 

6.33 

6.08 

raiTi 

6.19 

5.25 

5.68 

5.80 

5.78 

1.2 

4 

□D 

114 

□FI 

EWD 

12.93 

18.57 

165 

48.46 

14.9 

20.1 

16.91 

18.6 


X 


yix 

c 

X 

Vly/' 

A 

y//y//y/' 

X 


y//y/' 

2 

yixix 


LDi 

5.91 

5.72 

5.80 

5.81 

5.26 

5.54 

5.63 

5.62 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

15.15 

19.69 

166 

- 

14.2 

24.15 

16.68 

22.9 

X 

X 

X 

yix 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VDi 

6.35 

6.15 


6.06 

5.63 

5.98 

6.08 

5.60 

1.3 

4 

nri 

190 

5M 

EWD 

15.15 

19.69 

166 

- 

14.2 

24.15 

16.68 

22.9 


X 


yix 

A 

X 

yi^ 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

ZDi 

7.78 

7.52 

7.54 

7.62 

7.17 

6.92 

7.03 

6.98 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

15.15 

19.69 

166 

50.66 

14.2 

24.15 

16.68 

22.9 


X 


yi^ 

c 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y^/y^/y/' 

X 


y//y/' 

2 

yixix 


Swift Dzire -LxWxH:3995x1690x1530 - Wheelbase: 2430 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres: 165/80x14 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1150/960 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 860/630 - Shoulder room: 1290 

Head room: (E/R) 1000/910 - Boot Space: 440 Its - Kerb Weight: 990(P)1050(D)990(A) -Seat:5 - Warranty: 2/40000 -1-Great handling, price. - Loss of boot space and long waiting list. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


LXi 

5.94 

5.38 

5.69 

5.71 

5.22 

4.92 

4.98 

5.17 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 

13.1 

19.27 

164.7 

- 

11.2 

16.9 

15.4 

17.94 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 




x/x/x 

VXi 

6.58 

6.05 

6.36 

6.31 

5.80 

5.54 

5.55 

5.76 

1.2 

4 

85 

113 

5M 

EWD 

13.1 

19.27 

164.7 

- 

11.2 

16.9 

15.4 

17.94 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

A^/X 

S 

y/'/y^/y/' 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

ZXi 

7.63 

7.15 

□FI 

7.28 

6.73 

6.44 

6.48 

6.69 

1.2 

4 

□LI 

113 

□FI 

EWD 

13.1 

19.27 

164.7 

- 

11.2 

16.9 

15.4 

17.94 


X 


yix 

C 

X 

y/'/y^ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


A^/X 

2 

yixix 

LDi 

7.40 

6.61 

7.04 

6.93 

6.41 

6.00 

6.15 

6.36 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

14.98 

19.02 

162 

- 

15.84 

23.02 

17.64 

21 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

X/X 

S 

X/X/X 




x/x/x 

VDi 

8.06 

7.58 

[Ml 

7.54 

6.99 

6.67 

6.73 

6.94 

1.3 

4 

nn 

190 

n»ri 

EWD 

14.98 

19.02 

162 

- 

15.84 

23.02 

17.64 

21 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 

yi^ 

S 

y^/y^/y^ 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


9.02 

8.52 

8.67 

8.43 

7.83 

7.51 

7.58 

7.80 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

EWD 

14.98 

19.02 

162 

49.14 

15.84 

23.02 

17.64 

21 


X 


yi^ 

C 

X 

V/y^ 

A 

y^/y^/y^ 

X 


T^/X 

2 

yixix 

VXI AT 

7.98 

7.49 

CzS 

7.63 

7.04 

6.75 

6.80 

7.03 

1.2 

4 

fsil 

113 

RTI 

EWD 

13.1 

19.27 

164.7 

- 

11.2 

16.9 

15.4 

17.94 


X 


yi^ 

A 

X 

V/^ 

A 

y^/y^/y^ 

X 


yi^ 

2 

yi^i^ 



SX4 - LxWxH:4490xl735xl560 - Wheelbase: 2500 - Ground Clearance: 180 - Tyres: 195/65x15, 205/60x16 (ZXi) - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1060/960 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 870/640 - Shoulder room: 1285 
★★★★ - Headroom: (E/R) 926/990 - Boot Space: 505 Its - Kerb Weight: 1170(P) -Seat:5 - Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Beefy looks, driver appeal and price. - Build quality and interior space. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


VXi MT 

8.16 

7.73 

□FI 

7.99 

7.52 

7.12 

7.42 

7.33 

1.6 

4 

□oTI 

145 

□FI 

EWD 

11.8 

18.1 

180 

47.1 

10.1 

18.1 

12.1 

15.5* 

y/ 

X 

■/ 

yix 

A 

X 

A^/X 

s 

/!/!/ 

X 

/ 

yi^ 

X 

x/x/x 

ZXi MT 

8.99 

8.57 

9.06 

8.52 

8.30 

7.90 

8.22 

8.12 

1.6 

4 

105 

145 

5M 

EWD 

11.8 

18.1 

180 

47.1 

10.1 

18.1 

12.1 

15.5* 

y 

X 

■/ 

yix 

C 

X 

y^ly/ 

A 

/!/!/ 

X 

/ 

yi^ 

2 

yixix 

ZXi leather MT 

9.36 

9.94 

riF] 

9.19 

8.66 

8.26 

8.58 

8.48 

1.6 

4 

no5i 

145 

□FI 

EWD 

11.8 

18.1 

180 

47.1 

10.1 

18.1 

12.1 

15.5* 

y 


y 

y/ly/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

/!/!/ 

X 

/ 

yi^ 

2 

/!/!/ 

ZXI AT 

9.71 

9.29 

9.8 

9.53 

9.42 

9.01 

8.99 

8.88 

1.6 

4 

105 

145 

4A 

EWD 





12.6* 

y 


y 

yi^ 

C 


yi^ 

A 

/!/!/ 


y 

yi^ 

2 

yixix 

Green VXI 

9.09 

8.68 

9.19 

8.89 

8.13 

7.72 

8.02 

7.92 

1.6 

4 

87 

122 

5M 

EWD 






y 

X 

y 

yi^ 

C 

X 

/!/ 

S 

yiyiy 

X 

y 

yi^ 

2 

yixix 

VDi 

9.18 

8.57 

8.75 

8.74 

8.61 

8.16 

8.48 

8.38 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 

5M 

EWD 

14.24 

19.34 

165 

- 

12.8 

20.19 

14.6 

21.5 

■/ 

X 

■/ 

yi^ 

C 

X 

yi^ 

S 

/!/!/ 

X 

/ 

yi^ 

2 

yixix 

ZDi 

9.98 

9.59 1 9.77 1 

9.74 

9.52 

9.05 

9.39 

9.28 

1.3 

4 

□ol 200 

□F] 

jFWD 

14.24 

19.34 

165 

- 

12.8 

20.19 

14.6 

21.5 

y/' 

X 

y/' 

yi^ 

C 

X 

/!/ 

A 

/!/!/ 

X 

/ 

yiy^ 

2 

yixix 


OVERDRIVE 


IS NOW AVAILABLE ON 

MAGZTER.COM 



DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 221 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 





















■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 
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Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 

(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 

remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 


Wagon R -LxWxHiSSgSxWgSxieyO • wheelbase: 2400 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 145/80R13, 155/65R14(VXi) • Front leg room: (max/min) 1220/1025 • Rear knee room: (max/min)780/560 • Shoulder room: 1220 
★★★■y •Headroom: (F/R): 990/998 -Boot Space:- • Kerb Weight: 860(P)/960(CNG)* Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/40000 -I- Roomy interiors, good ride and visibility. -Nervous handling and over-assisted steering. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 



LX 

4.34 

4.14 

Iw 

4.03 

3.78 

3.61 

3.78 

3.76 

1 

3 

1681 

90 


EWD 

16.2 

20 

137 

- 

17.5 

23 

18.8 

18.9* 
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X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXi 

4.72 

4.33 

4.70 

4.32 

4.09 

3.92 

4.03 

4.06 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 

16.2 

20 

137 

- 

17.5 

23 

18.8 

18.9* 

X 



x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VXi 

5.02 

4.63 

4.97 

4.60 

4.35 

4.17 

4.25 

4.32 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 

16.2 

20 

137 

- 

17.5 

23 

18.8 

18.9* 





A 

X 


A 

^//-//^/ 

X 

X 

^//-/ 

X 

0/x/x 

VXiABS 

5.39 

4.96 

5.34 

4.92 

4.68 

4.48 

4.58 

4.62 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 

16.2 

20 

137 

- 

17.5 

23 

18.8 

18.9* 




,//x 

A 

X 

^//^/ 

A 


X 

X 

^//^/ 

X 

,//x/x 

LXiCNG 

5.18 

4.94 

5.03 

4.59 

4.65 

4.46 

4.56 

4.65 

1 

3 

59.3 

77 

5M 

EWD 

19.5 

21.3 

124 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26.2* 

X 



x/x 

A 

X 


S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXi 

4.90 

4.48 

4.83 

5.03 

4.32 

4.10 

4.22 

4.29 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 







X 



x/x 

A 

X 

^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VXi 

5.23 

4.79 

[M] 

5.33 

4.61 

4.38 

4.46 

4.58 

1 

3 

FeTI 

90 

HEl 

EWD 










^/x 

A 

X 


A 


X 

X 


X 

x/x/x 

VXi(O) 

5.57 

5.10 

5.43 

5.63 

4.96 

4.67 

4.79 

4.88 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 











^^/x 

A 

X 


A 


X 

X 


2 

,//x/x 

Zen Estilo 

• LxWxH:3495xl475,1495(VXi)xl595 • 

• Wheelbase: 2360 • 

Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 155/65R] 

13 • Eront leg 

room: (max/min) NA • 

■ Rear knee room: (max/min) 765/600 • 

Shoulder room: 1205 







•Headroom: (E/R) 975/920 • Boot Space: 212 Its • Kerb Weight: 845(P) • 

Seat: 5 -Warranty: 

2/40000 -PI 

Refreshed look and fee 

1, price. 

- Cramped and nervous handler. • 

EuroNCAP Rating: - 







LX 

3.78 

3.56 

|W| 3.79 

3.51 

3.38 

3.50 

3.44 

1 

3 


90 EWD 

16.3 

20 

154 

52.3 

12.7 

22.4 

15.2 

17.3* 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

X/X 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LXi 

4.16 

3.89 

4.18 

4.25 

3.87 

3.70 

3.77 

3.77 

1 

3 

68 

90 

5M 

EWD 

16.3 

20 

154 

52.3 

12.7 

22.4 

15.2 

17.3* 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

1 VXi 

4.47 

4.16 

[Ml 

4.41 

4.16 

3.97 

4 

4.04 

1 

3 

s 

90 


EWD 

16.3 

20 

154 

52.3 

12.7 

22.4 

15.2 

17.3* 


X 


x/x 

A 

X 


A 

^//^//'/ 

X 

X 

^//'/ 


,//x/x 

LXi CNG 

5.05 

4.77 

5.02 

4.92 

4.44 

4.24 

4.33 

4.31 

1 

3 

59.3 

77 

5M 

EWD 

19.5 

21.3 

124 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26.2* 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


MERCEDES-BENZ mercedes-benz.c 


A-Class 


■ LxWxH:4292x2022xl430 • Wheelbase: 2699 • Ground Clearance: -• Tyres: 225/45R17 • Front leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: - • Shoulder room: - 

■Headroom: (F/R)- • Boot Space: 341 • Kerb Weight: 1395/1505 • Seat: 5 -Warranty:- -I- Looks, dynamics, braking- Price, limited engine options, rear seat space • EuroNCAP Rating: -★★★★★ 


ft A ^ 

A 180 Sport 

26.21 24.52 - 

22.73 20.94 - 

1.6 4 Q|] 200 nn EWD 

9.6 16.9 180 38.5 

11.3 19.6 13.3 15.5 

✓ A A 

y/ly/jy/ X 

Z Z/Z 

6 ^/^/^ 

% 

A 180 GDI style 

25.73 24.86 - 

21.93 21.71 - 

2.2 4 109 ' 250 7A EWD 


- - - 20.07 

jy/ y/ ^1^ A A 

y/ly/ly/ X 

Z Z/Z 

6 ^^/'^/^^ 

B-Class 

•LxWxH:-4359xl786xl557 -Wheelbase: -2699- Ground Clearance:- • Tyres: 225/45R17 • 

• Eront leg room: (max/min) 1130/890 • Rear knee room: (max/min) - 930/650 • Shoulder room: - 

1330 





• Head room: (E/R) - 1050/980 • Boot Space: - 488 • 1 

Kerb Weight: - 1425 • Seat: 5 • Warranty: - -P Looks, Merc badge - Price • EuroNCAP Rating: - ★★★★★ 





B180 

28.45 24.94 | 27.1 | 25.1 

22.57 21.90 22.28 22.50 

1.6 4 1 122 1 200 1 7A | EWD 

11.08 17.1 182 43.47 

ro 

p 

^ •/!•/ A '^/■Z A 

y/ly/'ly^ X 

Z Z/Z 

6 z/z/z 


B180 Sports 

C-Class 

32.85 29.38 31.93 29.41 

•LxWxH:4591xl770xl44 

am a.a\ i.o 4 zuu /a rvvu | 

7 • Wheelbase: 2760 • Ground Clearance: 130 • Tyres: 225/45R17 • 

11.08 17.1 

Eront leg room: (max/min) Ni 

- - - - \v V V V /V A V V /y i\ 

A • Rear knee room: (max/min) NA • Shoulder room: NA 

y/ly/jy/ X 

Z Z/Z 

1 6 z/z/z 



• Head room: (E/R) - 

• Boot Space: 475 Its • Kerb Weight: 1585(P)1655(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/50000 -P Performance, efficiency, price - Handling. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 




C200 CGI 

34.57 35.11 1 35.51 1 35.35 

30.47 30.47 30.47 30.47 

1.8 4 1 186 1 285 | 7A | RWD 

7.67 16.34 189 45.3 

8.5 14.26 10.2 11.74 

■/ V y/ y/U C '^/■Z A 

y/ly/'ly^ Z 

Z Z/x 

6 z/z/z 


C 250 GDI 

37.03 37.63 38.05 37.91 

33.88 33.88 33.88 33.88 

2.2 4 204 500 5A RWD 

8.18 15.90 210.4 46.52 

11.1 20.1 13.34 14.94 

y/'/y/' C Z y/'/y/' A 

y/ly/ly/ / 

Z z/x 

6 z/z/z 


|250CDIAMG PE 

41.86 41.68 44.50 38.64 

34.62 35.94 36.79 36.24 

2.2 4 204 500 5A RWD 

8.18 15.90 210.4 46.52 

11.1 20.1 13.34 14.94 

y/ y/ y/ y/ ! y/ C Z y/ ! y/ A 

Z/Z/Z Z 

Z z/x 

6 z/z/z 


f C63AMG 

109 102 102 104 

78.36 78.36 78.36 78.36 

6.2 V8 457 600 7A RWD 

5.28 - 


y/ly/ C Z ^//^/ A 

Z/Z/Z Z 

Z z/x 

6 z/z/z 


E-Class 

★★★★ 


■ LxWxH:4879xl854xl474 • Wheelbase: 2874 • Ground Clearance: 123 • Tyres: 245/45R17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- •Shoulderroom:- 

■ Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space: 540 Its • Kerb Weight: 1720(P)1800(D) •Seat:5 • Warranty: 2/50000 -I- Ride, revised looks and price. - Isn’t exactly a driver’s car. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


E200 

49.99 

47.49 

- 

- 

43.37 

41.50 

- 

- 

2.0 

4 

184 

300 1 7A 1 RWD 









Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

C 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 


E250CDI 

53.56 

50.88 

- 

- 

46.48 

44.48 

- 

- 

2.2 

4 

204 

500 7A RWD 

8.5 

16.1 

242 

41.3 

10.4 

17.1 

12.1 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 


E63AMG 

155.11 

147.20 

147.20 

147.20 

134.81 

129 

129 

129 

5.5 

V8 

557 

700 1 7A 1 RWD 









z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 


GL-Class 

★★★★ 


ML-Class 


• LxWxH:5099xl920xl840 • Wheelbase: 3075 • Ground Clearance: 201 • Tyres:275/55R19 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: - 
•Headroom: (E/R)- • Kerb Weight: 2450(D)- Boot Space: -620 Its -Seat: 7 -Warranty:- -I- Space, price, looks -Too early to tell • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

99.40 89.53 1 | NA | NA 1 79.93 77.50 NA NA | 3 V6 | 258 | 619 | 7A | AWD | 8.5 16.1 220 40.3 | 7.7 12.4 8.8 - | ^ ^ C ^ A ^/^^/^ ^ ^/✓j 6 ^/^/^ 

• LxWxH:4804xl926xl796 • Wheelbase: 2915 • Ground Clearance: 210 • Tyres: 265/45R20 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1180/900 -Rear knee room: (max/min) 880/650 -Shoulder room: 1310 


ML350CDICKD 

NA 

NA 1 NA 1 NA 

56.9 

56.9 

56.9 

56.9 

3 

V6 1 258 1 620 | 7A | AWD 

7.47 

15.57 

224* 

42.93 

10.75 

13.8 

11.51 

NA 

Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

6 

z/z/z 

ML350 GDI LE 

75.96 

82.7 79.99 71.13 

66 

66 

66 

66 

3 

V6 258 620 7A AWD 

7.47 

15.57 

224* 

42.93 

10.75 

13.8 

11.51 

NA 

Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

6 

z/z/z 

ML 250 GDI 

53.96 

53.901 NA 1 NA 

45.63 

46.60 

NA 

NA 

2.2 

4 [ 2 ^ 500 1 7A 1 RWD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

6 

z/z/z 


S-Class 

★★★★★ 


■ LxWxH:5096xl817xl479 • Wheelbase: 3165 • Ground Clearance: 146 • Tyres: 235/55x17 • Eront leg room: (max/min) NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) 965/975 • Shoulder room: 1475 

■ Headroom: (E/R) 910/977 • Boot Space: 560 Its • Kerb Weight: 1925(P)2000(D) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL -I- Power, luxury, looks and image. -Price. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


S350L 

97.94 

94.74 

1 102.2 1 

87.93 

85.21 

85.21 

85.21 

85.21 

3.5 

V6 

OK] 

345 

□lI 

RWD 

9 

16.4 

230 

44.3 

6.5 

10.2 

7.4 

9.25 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 

S350 GDI L 

97.03 

93.8 

101.32 

86.23 

91.61 

91.61 

91.61 

91.61 

3 

V6 

212 

490 

7A 

RWD 

9 

16.6 

233 

43.2 

6.9 

14.4 

8.7 

10.78 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 

S500 L 

112.7 

109.07 

1 117.59 1 

99.02 

104 

104 

104 

104 

5.5 

V8 

W\ 

505 

QlI 

RWD 

6.4 

14.6 

250 

45.1 

5.6 

10 

6.7 

7.1 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

8 

z/z/z 


MINI I 


Mini Cooper 


■ LxWxH:3714xl683xl407 • Wheelbase: 2467 • Ground Clearance: NA • Tyres: 195/55 R16 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: - 
■Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space: 160 Its • Kerb Weight: 1140 -Seat: 5 • Warranty :NA -1- Performance, dynamics, looks. -Price, harsh ride, rear space. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Cooper 

34.25 

29.18 


- 

25.50 

25.50 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

UlI 

160 

fwl 

FWD 

10.4* 







15.64 

Z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 

Coopers 

- 

- 


- 

34.2 

34.2 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

184 

240 

OAT 

FWD 

7.61 

15.6 

213 

40.82 

8.25 

12.56 

9.33 

15.71 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 

n^HCooper Convertible 

39.00 

34.00 


- 

30.70 

30.70 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

W 

160 

[M] 

FWD 

13.2 

- 

191* 

- 

- 

- 

12.73 

17.54 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 

Cooper S H Igh 

- 

- 


- 

37.5 

37.5 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

184 

240 

OAT 

FWD 

7.61 

15.6 

213 

40.82 

8.25 

12.56 

9.33 

15.71 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 


Mini Countryman 


• LxWxH:4097xl789xl561 • Wheelbase: 2595 • Ground Clearance: NA -Tyres: 000/00X00 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: - 
•Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space: 450 Its • Kerb Weight: 1310 -Seat: 5 • Warranty :NA -I- Performance, dynamics, looks.- Price, harsh ride, rear space. • EuroNCAP Rating: 


Countryman S 

42.0 

36.00 


- 

32.80 

32.80 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

W 

260 


FWD 

8.2 

16.04 

211 

41.60 

8.1 

13 

9.33 

14.02 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

Z/Z/Z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

Z/Z/Z 

Countryman S High 

46.0 

40.00 


- 

35.90 

35.90 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

184 

260 

6AT 

FWD 

8.2 

16.04 

211 

41.60 

8.1 

13 

9.33 

14.02 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

Z/Z/Z 

C Countryman 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25.6 

25.6 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

112 

270 

6AT 

FWD 

11.3* 

- 

180* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21.43 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

Z/Z/Z 

D Countryman High 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28.9 

28.9 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

112 

270 

6AT 

FWD 

11.3* 

- 

180* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21.43 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 

X 

z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 

One Countryman 

- 

- 


- 

23.5 

23.5 

- 

- 

1.6 

4 

S 

153 

[Ml 

FWD 

13.9* 

- 

167* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16.7 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 


z 

Z/Z 

A 

z/z/z 


z 

Z/Z 

4 

z/z/z 


MITSUBISHI mitsubishi-motors.c 



Mont6rO •LxWxH:4900x1875x1870 • Wheelbase: 2780 • Ground Clearance: 225 • Tyres: 265/65x17 • Eront leg room (max/min) 1135/935 • Rear knee room (max/min) 900/980 • Shoulder room: 1450 
• Headroom: (E/R) 1020/990 -Boot Space:- • Kerb Weight: 2380(D) • Seat: 7 • Warranty: 1/20000 -I- Butch, go anywhere ability. -Price. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


k at 

42.28 44.59 

[«] 

41.22 

42.27 40.50 

41.22 

40.86 

3.2 

4 1 202 1 

441 

□lI 

AWD 







11.56 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

x/Z/Z 

X 

Z 

z/z| 

6 

z/z/z 

f MT 

48.34 44.59 

46.5 

41.22 

38.95 38.95 

38.95 

38.95 

3.2 

4 202 

441 

5M 

AWD 

14.8 

19.5 

172 48.2 

8.1 

13.6 

9.4 

- 

z 

z 

z 

Z/Z 

c 

z 

Z/Z 

A 

x/Z/Z 

X 

Z 

Z/Z 

6 

z/z/z 


ilanOBr •LxWxH:4665x1800x1720 • Wheelbase: 2670 • Ground Clearance: 215 • Tyres: 215/70x16 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1174/NA • Rear knee room: (max/min) 901/- -Shoulder room: - 
I'k'k'k • Headroom: (E/R) 988/970 -BootSpace:- • Kerb Weight: 1615(P)- Seat: 5 • Warranty: 1/20000 -I- Ride, equipment and diff lock. - Thirsty and poor dealer network. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★;■ 

Outlander 1 23.57 23.2 i | 24.14 1 21.7 1 21.29 20.55 20.89 20.74 1 2.4 4 226 | 6A | AWD 1 12.28 18.75 180 42.27 1 6.5 15.2 8.67 10.3 | ^ C x ^1^ k 

PaisrO •LxWxH:4730x1695x1860 • Wheelbase: 2725 • Ground Clearance: 190 • Tyres: 235/75x15 • Eront leg room: (max/min) 1800/990 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 930/730 • Shoulder room: 1420 
★ " ' ~ ^ ^ .. 


^ ^/x \ 2 .//x/x 


★★★ -Headroom: (E/R) 1000/980 • Kerb Weight: 2155(D)- BootSpace:- -Seat:/ • Warranty: 1/20000 -I- indisputable off reader. 
Pajero Sport 1 27.84 26.28 - 25.18 1 23.51 22.56 22.60 23.12 1 2.5 4 178 400 6M AWD | 12.5 18.56 171 47.33 1 - 


OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 


Dated automobile. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

- 12.8 - \^ y ^ ^1^ A ^1^ A 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 
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★★★★★ Not Tested 






















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 

(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 

remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL | ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES | TECHNICAL | PERFORMANCE | ECONOMY | FEATURES [SAFETY 


NISSAN nissan.in 


Evalia •LxWxH:4400x1700x1860 • Wheelbase: 2725 • Ground Clearance: 180 -Tyres:- • Front leg room: (max/min)- • Rear knee room: (max/min)- • Shoulder room: - 
• Headroom: (F/R)- -BootSpace:- • Kerb Weight: -• Seat: 7 • Warranty: 2/50000 + Space, efficiency -Fixed rear window, styling • EuroNCAP Rating: - 



9.67 

9.42 


9.17 

8.87 

8.49 

8.49 

8.49 

1.5 

4 


200 

fain 

FWD 

14.36 

19.39 

151 

44.48 

14.8 

22.3 

16.68 

- 



- 


A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^1^ 

X 

^/x/X 

XE+ 

10.15 

9.89 

9.89 

9.61 

8.92 

8.92 

8.92 

8.92 

1.5 

4 

86 

200 

5M 

FWD 

14.36 

19.39 

151 

44.48 

14.8 

22.3 

16.68 

- 



- 

,//x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

,//x/x 

X 

X 

Vly/' 

2 

,//x/x 


10.79 

10.52 

1 10.52 1 

10.20 

9.47 

9.49 

9.49 

9.49 

1.5 

4 


200 


FWD 

14.36 

19.39 

151 

44.48 

14.8 

22.3 

16.68 

- 




,//x 

A 


h//-/ 

s 

,//x/x 

X 

X 

h//-/ 

2 

y/x/x 


11.35 

11.06 

11.06 

10.72 

9.95 

9.99 

9.99 

9.99 

1.5 

4 

86 

200 

5M 

FWD 

14.36 

19.39 

151 

44.48 

14.8 

22.3 

16.68 

- 





A 



A 

,//x/x 

X 

X 

h//-/ 

2 

yix/x 


Micra •LxWxH:3780x1665x1530 • Wheelbase: 2450 • Ground Clearance: 154 • Tyres: 165/70xR14 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1155/950 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 825/595 • Shoulder room: 1220 
• Headroom: (F/R) 1010/890 • Boot Space: 226 Its • Kerb Weight: 930(P) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 1/20000 -I- Performance, space. - Rear seat design. • EuroNCAP Rating: NA 


XE 

4.82 

4.56 


4.65 

4.25 

4.21 

4.12 

4.12 

1.2 

3 


104 


FWD 

15.6 

19.9 

167.6 

50.57 

16.06 

19.88 

17.01 

18.06 

X 


X 

y/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

XL 

5.53 

5.14 

5.46 

5.55 

4.95 

4.84 

4.69 

4.69 

1.2 

3 

76 

104 

5M 

FWD 

15.6 

19.9 

167.6 

50.57 

16.06 

19.88 

17.01 

18.06 





A 

X 

y/y/' 

s 

^^/^/x 

X 

X 


1 

x/x/x 

XV 

6.32 

5.78 

6.13 

6.12 

5.61 

5.52 

5.28 

5.28 

1.2 

3 

76 

104 

5M 

FWD 

15.6 

19.9 

167.6 

50.57 

16.06 

19.88 

17.01 

18.06 




y/x 

C 

X 

-/I-/ 

s 

y/y/x 

X 

X 

y//y/ 

2 

y/x/x 

XV Diesel 

6.58 

6.27 

6.45 

6.49 

5.85 

5.96 

5.58 

5.40 

1.4 

4 

65 

160 

5M 

FWD 

16.49 

19.9 

158 

- 

15.8 

19.88 

17.52 

23.08 




y/x 

A 

X 

v'lV 

S 

y/y/x 

X 

X 

y//y/ 

1 

x/x/x 

XV Premium 

7.11 

6.95 

[mt] 

6.98 

6.33 

6.41 

6.4 

6.39 

1.4 

4 


160 

FaTI 

FWD 

16.49 

19.9 

158 

- 

15.8 

19.88 

17.52 

23.08 




^/x 

C 


^1^ 

S 




y^/y/ 

2 

^^/x/X 


Sunny •LxWxH:4425x1695x1505 • Wheelbase: 2600 • Ground Clearance:165 • Tyres: 185/65R14 -Erontleg room: (max/min) 1070/940 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 990/750 • Shoulder room: 1290 
★★★tI ■ • Head room: (F/R) 980/880 • Boot Space :490lts • Kerb Weight: 1027 • Seat :5 • Warranty : 1/20000 + Peppy engine, space, price. - Styling. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


XE 

6.57 

6.56 

[m 

6.55 

5.99 

5.93 

5.94 

5.97 

1.5 

4 

s 

134 

IjlI 

FWD 

12.77 

18.65 

175 

46.57 

11.9 

21.1 

14.2 

16.5 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

^^/^^/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

y/y/y 

XL 

7.67 

7.66 

7.52 

7.61 

7.11 

7.05 

6.94 

7.03 

1.5 

4 

99 

134 

5M 

FWD 

12.77 

18.65 

175 

46.57 

11.9 

21.1 

14.2 

16.5 

y 

y 

y 

^/x 

C 

X 

y/y 

S 

^^/^^/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

XV 

8.47 

8.46 

8.42 

8.43 

7.89 

7.86 

7.84 

7.85 

1.5 

4 

99 

134 

5M 

FWD 

12.77 

18.65 

175 

46.57 

11.9 

21.1 

14.2 

16.5 

y 

y 

y 

^^/x 

C 

X 

y/y 

A 


X 

✓ 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

XL Diesel 

9.30 

9.05 

9.11 

8.61 

8.53 

8.12 

8.18 

8.22 

1.5 

4 

86 

200 

5M 

FWD 








23.5 

y 

y 

y 


C 

X 

y/y 

A 

^^/^^/x 

X 

h/ 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

XV Diesel 

10.22 

9.98 

1 10.05 1 

9.47 

9.37 

8.93 

8.98 

8.98 

1.5 

4 

H 

200 


FWD 








23.5 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

C 

X 

y/y 

A 

y/y/x 

X 

h/ 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

XLCVT 

10.06 

9.43 

9.72 

9.55 

8.86 

8.49 

8.48 

8.72 

1.5 

4 

101 

134 

CVT 

FWD 








17.97 

y 

y 

y 

y/x 

C 

X 

y/y 

S 


X 

X 

y/y 

2 

y/y/y 




Teana •LxWxH:4850x1795x 1485 -Wheelbase: 2775 • Ground Clearance: 145 -Tv res: 215/55R17 • Front leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min) - • Shoulder room: - 
★★★tI • Headroom: (F/R)- • Boot Space:488lts • Kerb Weight: 1506(P)* Seat: 5 • Warranty: 1/20000 -I- Interior comfort. -Price. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


^ 250XL 

26.68 24.26 

1 24.27 1 

24.26 

20.63 

21.03 

21.4 

21.4 

2.5 

V6 

0 

228 

1 6A 1 AWD 

11.24 

18.19 

200.2 

43.7 

10.38 14.65 11.45 

- 


y 



c 


A 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y\ 

6 

b//-//-/ 

W zmy 

32.17 29.26 

2936 

29.26 

24.91 

25.4 

25.85 

25.85 

2.5 

V6 

182 

228 

6A AWD 

11.24 

18.19 

200.2 

43.7 

10.38 14.65 11.45 

- 


y 


,//■/ 

c 


A 




y/y\ 

6 




X-Trail •LxWxH:4630x1785x1685 • Wheelbase: 2630 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 215/65x16 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1170/960 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 860/670 • Shoulder room: 1320 

★★★★ • Headroom: (F/R) 950/930 • Boot Space: 479lts • Kerb Weight: 1618(P) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 1/2000(7 -I- Efficiency and handling. - Lacks macho image. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★■; 


LE 

27.04 

24.58 

1 23.94 1 24.58 

20.42 

20.81 

21.14 20.81 

2 

4 

[ID 

320 

1 6M 1 

AWD 








14.42 




■//■/ 

A 


y/'/y^ 

A 


X 


y^/y/ 

6 

y/y/y 

SLXMT 

30.06 

27.33 

26.74 27.33 

22.74 

23.18 

23.59 23.18 

2 

4 

151 

320 

6M 

AWD 








14.42 


h/ 

■/ 

,//■/ 

c 


V/y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

h/ 


y//y/' 

6 

y/y/y 

SLXAT 

32.29 

29.36 

1 29.25 1 29.36 

24.6 

25.08 

25.4 25.08 

2 

4 

W 

320 


AWD 

10.62 

17.43 

185.2 

43.1 

13.6 

20 

15.2 

13.29 



V 

■//■/ 

C 


V/y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 



y//y/' 

6 

y/y/y 


PREMIER premier.co.in 


Rio • LxWxH:3970xl570xl730 • Wheelbase: 2420 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 205/70x15 • Front leg room: (max/min)- • Rear knee room: (max/min) - • Shoulder room - 
★★ • Head room (F/R): - • Boot Space: 454 Its • Kerb Weight: 1080(P)/1145(D) -Seat: 5 -Warranty:- -I- Cheap and unique - Cramped, underpowered - EuroNCAP Rating: NA 


GX 

7.13 

7.03 

7.18 

7.16 

6.41 

6.31 

6.45 

6.44 

1.2 

4 

76.6 

103.9 

5M 

RWD 

18.98 

20.9 

143.2 

48.66 

- 

- 

- 

- 


h/ 


X 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

h//-/ 

X 

y/y/y 

GLX 

7.45 

7.34 


7.47 

6.70 

6.59 

6.73 

6.72 

1.2 

4 

76.6 

103.9 

[ap 

RWD 

18.98 

20.9 

143.2 

48.66 

- 

- 

- 

- 


h/ 


X 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y//y/' 

X 

y/y/y 


8.02 

7.88 

8.04 

8.03 

7.10 

6.96 

7.12 

7.11 

1.3 

4 

72 

183 

5M 

RWD 

14.99 

19.29 


47.96 

16.63 

21.76 

17.91 

23.75* 


h/ 


X 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y//y/' 

X 

y/y/y 

CRDi LX 

8.35 

8.20 

[m] 

8.36 

7.39 

7.24 

7.41 

7.40 

1.3 

4 

72 

183 

5M 

RWD 

14.99 

19.29 


47.96 

16.63 

21.76 

17.91 

23.75* 

■/ 

h/ 


X 

A 

X 

y^/y/ 

A 

y/y/y 


X 

y//y/' 


y/y/y 


RENAULT renault.co.in 


Dustor - Lx WxH:4315x 1822x1695 - Wheelbase: 2673 - Ground Clearance: 205 - Tyres: 215/65R16 - Front leg room: (max/min) -NA - Rear knee room: (max/min) - - Shoulder room: - 
- Headroom: (F/R)- -Boot Space:- - Kerb Weight: 1308 - Seat: 5 - Warranty:- -I- Ride quality, refinement - Interiors could’ve been better - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Petrol RxE 

8.56 

8.40 

8.50 

- 

7.47 

7.49 

7.31 

7.62 

1.6 

4 

104 

145 

5M 

FWD 









y/' 

X 


y/y 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Petrol RxL 

9.75 

9.50 

9.65 

- 

8.52 

8.49 

8.33 

8.69 

1.6 

4 

104 

145 

5M 

FWD 









y/ 

h/ 


y/y 

A 

X 

y//y^ 

S 

y//y^/y/ 

X 

./ 

y//y/' 

X 

x/x/x 

Diesel 85 RxE 

9.68 

8.39 

1 9.39 1 

- 

8.31 

8.39 

8.13 

8.59 

1.5 

4 

rp 

200 

faTI 

FWD 









■/ 

X 


y/y 

A 

X 

y//y^ 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

Diesel 85 RxL 

10.88 

10.65 

10.54 

- 

9.36 

9.39 

9.14 

9.61 

1.5 

4 

85 

200 

5M 

FWD 









y/ 

h/ 


y/y 

A 

X 

y//y/' 

S 

y//y^/y^ 

X 


y//y/' 

X 

x/x/x 

^ Diesel 85 RxL Option Pack 

12.19 

12.15 

1 12.21 1 

- 

10.41 

10.39 

10.16 

10.63 

1.5 

4 

fil 

200 

[ap 

FWD 









■/ 

h/ 


y/y 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


y//y/ 

2 

y/y/y 

Diesel no RxL 

12.19 

12.15 

12.21 

- 

10.41 

10.39 

10.16 

10.63 

1.5 

4 

no 

248 

6M 

FWD 

12.72 

18.53 

174.50 

40.79 

13.9 

21.8 

15.9 

- 

y 

h/ 

h/ 

y/y 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

s 

y^/y^/y^ 

X 


y/'/y/' 

X 

y/y/y 

Diesel no RxZ 

13.40 

13.29 

|m] 

- 

11.46 

11.39 

11.18 

11.65 

1.5 

4 

H 

248 

1 6M 1 

FWD 

12.72 

18.53 

174.50 

40.79 

13.9 

21.8 

15.9 

- 

y 

h/ 

h/ 

y/y 

A 


y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


y^/y/' 

2 

y/y/y 

^■SB^^^Piesei 110 RxZ Plus 

13.76 

13.64 

13.77 

- 

11.78 

11.69 

11.49 

11.95 

1.5 

4 

no 

248 

6M 

FWD 

12.72 

18.53 

174.50 

40.79 

13.9 

21.8 

15.9 

- 

y 



y/y 

A 


■//■/ 

A 

y//y//y^ 

X 


y//y/' 

2 

y/y/y 


Fluence -LxWxH:4618x1813x1488 - Wheelbase: 2703 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres:205/60R16 - Front leg room: (max/min) 1090/900 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 890/640 - Shoulder room :1200 
★★★★ - Head room (F/R): 1010/930 - Boot Space: NA Its - Kerb Weight: 1225(P)/1275(D) - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/50000 -I- Smooth engines, ride, space- Not much French flair - EuroNCAP Rating: NA 


2.0 E4 

17.89 

16.37 1 17.00 1 NA 

15.95 

15.27 

15.54 

15.47 

2 

4 1 137 1 190 1 CVT 1 FWD 

12.40 

18.69 

173 

47.22 

9.8 

17.6 

11.75 

13.4 



✓ 

•//•/ 

C 


•//•/ 

A y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

4 

y/y/y 


17.10 

14.77 15.42 NA 

12.53 

11.99 

12.20 

12.17 

1.5 

4 no 240 6M FWD 

12.73 

19.19 

167.5 

59.83 

13.8 

22.4 

15.9 

21.8 



■/ 

y//y/ 

C 


■//■/ 

A y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

4 

y/y/y 

1.5 E4 

16.89 

16.83 1 17.45 1 15.41 

15.21 

15.20 

15.47 

15.40 

1.5 

4 0^ 240 1 6M 1 FWD 

12.73 

19.19 

167.5 

59.83 

13.8 

22.4 

15.9 

15.9 



✓ 

y//y/ 

C 


y/y 

A y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

4 

y/y/y 



KoIbOS - LxWxH:4520x1965x1690 - Wheelbase: 2690 - Ground Clearance:206 - Tyres: 225/60R17 - Front leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min)- - Shoulder room: - 
★★★-y -Headroom: (F/R)- - Boot Space: 450lts - Kerb Weight: 1700- Seat: 5 - Warranty : 2/50000 -I- Ride quality, comfort, economy. -Styling, slow transmission. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

KoleosAWD |26.54 25.10 1 25.21 1 24.99 1 25.98 24.78 25.23 25.10 1 2 4 [1^ 320 f^ i AWD 1 12.12 18.30 180.20 49 | 9.3 13.8 10.43 13.7 | ^ ^ V VjV Z ^ ^/^ A ^1^1^ 


^ Viv\ 6 4//x/y 




EVENTS - EXPEDITIONS - EXHIBITIONS 


DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 223 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


^ Q_ 

i 5 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 


Pulse • Lx WxH: 3805x1665x1525 • Wheelbase: 2450 • Ground Clearance: 154- 


1 • Tyres: 175/60R15 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1155/950 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 825/595 • Shoulder room: 1220 
•Headroom: (F/R) 1010/890 • Boot Space: 226 Its • Kerb Weight: 930(P) -Seat: 5 • Warranty : 2/50000 -I- Maneuverability, Interior space. -Heavy speeds at low speeds, quality niggles. • EuroNCAP Rating: 




RxE Petrol 

5.10 

4.69 

5.00 


4.41 

4.25 

4.28 

4.32 

1.2 

3 

76 

104 

5M 

FWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

□ 

! - 


y/ 


y/jy/' 

A 


y/'jy/' 

S 


X 

X 

x/x 

2 

,//x/x 

RxL Petrol 

5.97 

5.48 

5.84 

6.78 

5.17 

4.99 

5.03 

5.08 

1.2 

3 

76 

104 

5M 

FWD 










y/ 


-/I-/ 

A 



S 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/'IX 

2 

y/x/x 

^ RxZ Petrol 

6.62 

6.08 

6.48 

7.35 

5.75 

5.55 

5.59 

5.65 

1.2 

3 

76 

104 

5M 

FWD 










y/ 


y/jy/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

S 

y/ly/ly/' 

X 

X 

y/'jy/ 

2 

y/x/x 

RXL 

6.89 

6.36 

7.02 

6.66 

6.21 

5.99 

6.55 

6.04 

1.4 

4 

64 

160 

5M 

FWD 

16.49 

19.9 

158 

- 

15.8 

19.88 

17.52 

23.08 


X 


y/'jy/ 

A 



S 

y/jy/ly/ 

X 

y/ 

X/X 

2 

x/x/x 

RXZ 

7.22 

7.11 

7.35 

7.16 

6.75 

6.51 

6.56 

6.04 

1.4 

4 

64 

160 

5M 

FWD 

16.49 

19.9 

158 

- 

15.8 

19.88 

[m] 

23.08 


X 


y/ly/ 

A 


■/ly/ 

A 

y/jy/jy^ 

X 

y/ 

X/X 

2 

x/x/x 


Scala -Lx WxH: 3805x1665x1525 • Wheelbase: 2450 • Ground Clearance: 154 
• Head room: (F/R) 1010/890 • Boot Space: 226 Its • Kerb Weight: 930(P) 


• Tyres: 175/60R15 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1155/950 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 825/595 • Shoulder room: 1220 
Seat: 5 • Warranty : 2/50000 -I- Maneuverability, Interior space. - Heavy speeds at low speeds, quality niggles. • EuroNCAP Rating: 


RxE Petrol 

8.43 

7.96 

8.23 

7.94 

7.35 

7.07 

7.11 

7.19 

1.5 

4 

99 

134 

5 

FWD 

12.77 

18.65 

175 

46.57 

11.9 

21.1 

14.2 

16.5 


y/' 


y/^/y/^ 

A 

y/' 

y/'jy/' 

A 

y/jy^jy/ 

X 

X 

X/X 

2 

y^lxlx 

RxL Petrol 

9.46 

8.93 

9.24 

8.91 

8.27 

7.95 

8.20 

8.09 

1.5 

4 

g 

134 

5 

FWD 

12.77 

18.65 

175 

46.57 

11.9 

21.1 

[ED 

16.5 


y/' 


y//y/ 

C 

■/ 

y/jy/ 

A 

y/jy/ly/ 

X 

y/ 

^^/X 

2 

y/lxlX 

RxL Diesel 

10.64 

10.01 

10.22 

9.84 

9.16 

8.79 

8.86 

8.94 

1.5 

4 

86 

200 

5 

FWD 








23.5 




y/jy/ 

C 

y/ 

■/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/' 

X 

y/ 

^/x 

2 

y/lxlX 

RxZ Diesel 

11.71 

11.47 

11.24 

10.83 

10.09 

9.68 

9.76 

8.85 

1.5 

4 

86 

200 

5 

FWD 








23.5 




y/jy/ 

C 

■/ 

■/jy/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

y/ 

^^/x 

2 

^^/x/x 

RxL Petrol AT 

10.69 

10.72 


9.27 

8.94 

8.99 

9.07 

9.07 

1.5 

4 

99 

134 

CVT 

FWD 

13.58 

19.76 

156 

44.53 

11.7 

20.3 

1 13.85 1 

- 




y/jy/ 

C 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

y/jy/ly/' 

X 

y/ 

^^/x 

2 

y/lxlX 


11.75 

11.06 

11.48 

11.28 

9.84 

9.89 

9.97 

9.98 

1.5 

4 

99 

134 

CVT 

FWD 

13.58 

19.76 

156 

44.53 

11.7 

20.3 

13.85 

- 




y/jy/ 

C 

■/ 

■/jy/ 

A 

y/ly/jy/ 

X 

y/ 

^^/X 

2 

^/x/x 


SKODA skoda-auto.co.in 

Fabia • Lx Wx H: 4000 x 1642 x 1522 - wheelbase: 2465 • Ground Clearance: 158 • Tyres: 185/60R14 • Eront leg room (max/min): 1075/970 • Rear knee room (max/min): 910/720 'Shoulder room: 1384 
★★★★ • Head room (F/R) 989/994 • Boot Space: 3l5lts • KerbWeight:1070P)1152(D) • Seat:5 • Warranty: 2/UL -I- Build quality, refinement, - Outright performance. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 


Elegance 1.2 MPI 





6.17 

6.29 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

110 

5M 

FWD 

17.7 

20.60 

149.6 

49.66 

13.1 

17.4 

[ED 

16.25 


X 


y/'U 

A 


y/jy/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

x/x/x 

Active 1.2 TDI 





6.24 

6.12 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

110 

5M 

FWD 

17.7 

20.60 

149.6 

49.66 

13.1 

17.4 

14.1 

16.25 


X 

X 

y/jy/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

Ambition 1.2 MPI 





5.33 

5.43 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

no 

5M 

FWD 

17.7 

20.60 

149.6 

49.66 

13.1 

17.4 

14.1 

16.25 




y/jy^ 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 


X 

X 

x/x 

2 

yixlx 

Ambition 1.2TDI+ 





6.52 

6.64 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

180 

5M 

FWD 

16.9 

21 

143.6 

51 

14.9 

19.2 

15.9 

20.96 


X 

X 

y/jy/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

1 

x/x/x 

Elegance 1.2 TDI 





7.37 

7.51 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

180 

5M 

FWD 

16.9 

21 

143.6 

51 

14.9 

19.2 

15.9 

20.96 




y^jy/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 

^lyi^ 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

y/lxlx 

Elegance 1.6 MPI 





6.47 

6.60 - 

1.6 

4 

106 

153 

5M 

FWD 

12.25 

18.25 

185 

51.22 

9.7 

15.5 

11.1 

14.85 




y/ly/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/IX 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

y/lxlx 

Active 1.2 MPI Plus 





4.93 

5.02 - 

1.2 

3 

75 

no 

5M 

FWD 











y/jy/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 

^lyi^ 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

y/lxlx 


Laura 

• L X W X H: 4569 x 1769 x 1485 • Wheelbase: 2578 • Ground Clearance: 164 • Tyres: 195/65R15, 205/55R16(Ambiente) • Front leg room: (max/min): 1270/1016 
•Headroom: (F/R) 920/930 • Boot Space: 560lt • Kerb Weight: 1380(P)1389(D) •Seat:5 Warranty: 2/UL -1- Fuel efficient, image, L^ is fully loaded. - 

• Rear knee room: (m 
Ride, rear seat space. 

^/^ A 

lax/min) : 889/6i 
• EuroNCAP Rati 

^/^ A 

?5 • Shoulder 1 
ng: ★★★★': 

'oom 

i: 1371 



1.8AmblenteTSI 





14.38 

14.65 - 

1.8 4 160 250 6M FWD 

8.3 16.9 

200 46.6 

7.8 14.5 9.47 

13.37 


yiyi^ 

X 

^^/x 

2 

^/^/x 

2.0TDIAmblente MT 





14.28 

14.55 - 

2 4 no 250 5M FWD 

12.7 18.83 

189 40.6 

18.3 18.6 1 13.7 ] 

20.04 




y/U A 


y/ly/ 

S 

y/ly/lx 

X 

X 

y/IX 

2 

y/ly/lx 

2.0 TDI AmbienteAT 





15.85 

16.15 - 

2 4 140 320 6DSG FWD 

10.66 17.81 

199.2 40.99 

10.63 15.76 14.47 

18.53 




y/U A 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/IX 


X 

y/IX 

2 

y/ly/IX 

2.0 TDI Elegance MT 





15.23 

15.63 - 

2 4 no 250 5M FWD 

12.7 18.83 

189 40.6 

18.3 18.6 13.7 

20.04 




^/^ C 


y/ly/ 

A 

^lyi^ 



^/x 

2 

>//^/x 

2.0 TDI Elegance AT 

9 n ini 1 AT 





17.33 

ISQfl 

17.66 - 

IQ % 

2 4 140 320 6DSG FWD 

9 A ui Fwn 

10.66 17.81 

IDfifi 17R1 

199.2 40.99 

10Q? AQQQ 

10.63 15.76 14.47 

infi^ 1 1/1/17 1 

18.53 




^1^ C 

y/ly/ r 


y/ly/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

A 

y/ly/IX 

y/ ly/ lx 



y/IX 

y/ lx 

2 

c 

y/ly/lx 

y/ ly/ lx 

^ 1 L/l L&r\MI 

Laura RS 





lO.JU 

16.20 

16.51 - 

L H LHi ol\j ol/ou rwu 

1.8 4 160 250 6M FWD 

lu.oo i/.oi 

8.3 16.9 

206.9 46.6 

lU.uO lO./O 1 1^.^/ ^ 

7.8 14.5 9.47 

lo.oo 

13.4 




V /V 1, 

>^1^ C 


V / V 

y/ly/ 

rt 

A 

V / V / 

yiyi^ 

y/ 

X 

V / ^ 

^^/x 

0 

2 

V 1 V 1 ^ 

Rapid 

•LxWxH:TBC • Wheelbase: 2552 

• Ground Clearance: 168 • Tyres: 185/60 R14 • Front leg room: (max/min) : 

1250/1020 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 930/680 • 

Shoulder room: 1250 









'k'k'k'ki 

•Headroom: (F/R) 965/885 • Boot Space: TBCIts • Kerb Weight: 1757(9)1145(0) • Seat: 5 • Warranty: TBC 

-1- Diesel engine, ride - Looks very similar to Vento • 

' EuroNCAP Rating: - 









1.6MPI Active 





6.96 

7.09 - 

1.6 4 105 153 5M FWD 

12.3 - 

185 47.3 

12.1 16.5 13.1 

15 




y/ly/ A 


y/ly/ 

S 

y/IVIX 

X 

X 

y/IX 

0 

x/x/x 

1.6MPI Ambition 





7.84 

7.99 - 

1.6 4 105 153 5M FWD 

12.3 - 

185 47.3 

12.1 16.5 13.1 

15 




^/^ C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

^/x 

1 

yixlx 

1.6MPI Elegance 





8.42 

8.59 - 

1.6 4 105 153 5M FWD 

12.3 - 

185 47.3 

12.1 16.5 13.1 

15 



✓ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/IX 

2 

y/lxlx 

1.6MPI Ambition (AT) 





8.80 

8.96 - 

1.6 4 105 153 OAT FWD 

14.6 19.6 

178 48.1 

9.1 11.1 10.4 

14.3 




^/^ C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

^^/x 

2 

^/x/x 

1.6MPI Elegance (AT) 





9.37 

9.55 - 

1.6 4 105 153 6AT FWD 

14.6 19.6 

178 48.1e 

9.1 11.1 10.4 

14.3 



✓ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/IX 

2 

y/lxlx 

1.6TDI Active 

1.6TDI Ambition 
1-6TDI Elegance 





8.10 

8.99 

9.43 

8.26 - 

9.06 - 

9.61 - 

1.6 4 105 250 5M FWD 

1.6 4 105 250 5M FWD 

1.6 4 105 250 5M FWD 

11.7 17.39 

11.7 17.39 

11.7 17.39 

182 44.5 

182 44.5 

182 44.5 

13.3 19.69 14.8 

13.3 19.69 14.8 

13.3 19.69 14.8 

14.3 

20.5 

20.5 



✓ 

^/^ A 

C 

^/^ C 


y/ly/ 

y/ly/ 

y/ly/ 

S 

A 

A 

^^/^^/x 

y/ly/ly/ 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

« 

^/x 

y/IX 

^^/x 

0 

1 

2 

X/X/X 

y/lxlx 

^/x/x 


Superb 

★★★★★ 


■ L X W X H: 4838 x 1817 x 1462 • Wheelbase: 2761 • Ground Clearance: 158 • Tyres: 205/55R16 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1285/1045 • Rear knee room: 

’ Headroom: (F/R) 930/925 • Boot Space: 565lts • Kerb Weight: 1491(P)1608(D) •Seat:5 • Warranty: 2/UL + Superb gearbox (OSC), driver appeal, bu 


vl^max/min) 995/745 • Shoulder room: 1370 
Id quality. - Busy styling • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Ambition 1.8 TSI 





18.62 

18.27 - 


1.8 

4 

160 

250 

6M 

FWD 

9.5 

16.8 

202 

46.6 

10.1 

14.3 

11 

13.4 



y/ 

y/l^ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


^/x 

8 

y/ly/ly/ 

Elegance 1.8 TSI 





19.97 

20.36 - 


1.8 

4 

160 

250 

6M 

FWD 

9.5 

16.8 

202 

46.6 

10.1 

14.3 

11 

13.4 



y/ 

y/U 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 



y/IX 

8 

y/ly/ly/ 

Elegance 1.8 TSI (AT) 





21.52 

21.94 - 


1.8 

4 

140 

320 

7DSG 

FWD 

9.6 

17.2 

190 

40.3 

9.8 

13.9 

10.9 

13.67 



y/ 

y/ly/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 



^/x 

8 

y/ly/ly/ 


Ambition 2.0 TDI 





22.64 

23.07 - 


2 

4 

140 

320 

6DSG 

FWD 

12 

18.54 

202 

44.17 

12.6 

17.6 

13.8 

17.16 



y/ 

y/ly/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/IX 

8 

y/ly/ly/ 

Elegance 2.0 TDI 





24.33 

24.80 - 


2 

4 

140 

320 

6DSG 

FWD 

12 

18.54 

202 

44.17 

12.6 

17.6 

13.8 

17.16 



y/ 

y/ly/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 



^/x 

8 

y/ly/ly/ 


Yeti 

★★★★★ 

• LxWxH: 4223x1793x1691 • Wheelbase: 2578 • Ground Clearance: 180 • Tyres: 215/60 R16 • Front leg room: (max/min): 180 • Rear knee room (max/min): - • 

• Head room (F/R): • Boot Space: 416lts • Kerb Weight:1543 -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL -1- Versatality and ability of an SUV with packaging and dynamics of a car. 

Shoulder room: - 

- Stiff ride quality, no third row seats. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Active 4x2 





14.90 

15.18 - 


2 

4 

no 

250 

5M 

FWD 

10.4 

17.13 

183.4 

43.25 

8.7 

16.4 

1 10.62 1 

10.6* 


y/ 


y/U 

C 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/ly/ 

2 

y/ly/ly/ 


Amblente4x2 





15.69 

15.99 - 


2 

4 

no 

250 

5M 

FWD 

10.4 

17.13 

183.4 

43.25 

8.7 

16.4 

10.62 

10.6* 


y/ 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/ly/ 

6 

y/ly/ly/ 


Ambiente 4x4 





16.84 

17.16 - 


2 

4 

141 

320 

6M 

AWD 

10.4 

17.13 

183.4 

43.25 

8.7 

16.4 

1 10.62 1 

10.6 


y/ 


y/ly/ 

C 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/ly/ 

2 

y/ly/ly/ 


Elegance 4x4 





18.46 

18.81 - 


2 

4 

141 

320 

6M 

AWD 

10.4 

17.13 

183.4 

43.25 

8.7 

16.4 

10.62 

10.6 


y/ 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ 

y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 



y/IV 

6 

y/ly/ly/ 


TATA tatamotors.c 



Aria 

★★★★ 


• Lx WxH:4780x 1895x1780 • Wheelbase: 2850 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 235/65R17 • Front leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: 

• Head room: (F/R) - • Boot Space: -Its • Kerb Weight:- -Seat:/ •Warranty:--}- Looks, all wheei drive, loaded with equipment. 


• Shoulder room: - 
Cramped third row, pricey. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 






. Pure 4x2 

12.19 

11.50 



10.37 

9.73 



2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

RWD 

13.08 18.64 

174.3 

49.14 

11.1 

18.7 

12.99 

13.70 



y/ly/ 

A 


y/ly/ 

S 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/ly/ 

X 

y/lxlx 

wd Pleasure 4x2 

14.33 

13.76 



12.60 

11.67 



2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

RWD 

13.08 18.64 

174.3 

49.14 

11.1 

18.7 

12.99 

13.70 



y/ y/U 

A 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/ly/ 

2 

y/lxlx 

w Prestige 4x4 

16.06 

15.90 



14.49 

14.30 



2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

AWD 

15.3 

19.95 

170 

47.08 

10.9 

18.3 

12.75 

13.68 



y/ y/ly/ 

C 


y/ly/ 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 


y/ly/ 

2 

y/lxlx 

Indica 

'k'ki 

• L X W X H: 3690 x 1665 x 1485 • Wheelbase: 240{ 

• Head room (F/R): 890/955 • Boot Space: 220 It 

) • Ground Clearance: 170 • Tyres: 165/65R13 • Front leg room (max/min): 1080/915 • Rear knee room (max/min): 750/640 • Shoulder room: 1335 
s • Kerb Weight: 980(P)995(D) • Seat 5 • Warranty 2/75000 -1- Economical to buy and run, ride, visibility. - Image, ergonomics, build. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 






GLSCNG 

4.14 

4.06 

4.20 

4.28 

3.93 

3.86 

3.99 

4.08 

1.2 

4 

62 

100 

5M 

FWD 










X 

X x/x 

A 

X 

X/X 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

GLX CNG 

4.45 

4.34 

4.49 

4.58 

4.20 

4.11 

4.26 

4.35 

1.2 

4 

62 

100 

5M 

FWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


X 

X x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

^ LX(BSIV) 

5.19 

5.12 

5.21 

5.28 

4.88 

4.80 

4.95 

5.03 

1.4 

4 

70 

140 

5M 

FWD 

15.60 

19.75 

159 

56.92 

15.6 

22.5 

17.3 

25 



x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

P LS(BSIV) 

4.79 

4.83 

4.78 

4.98 

4.46 

4.39 

4.53 

4.61 

1.4 

4 

70 

140 

5M 

FWD 

15.60 

19.75 

159 

56.92 

15.6 

22.5 

[kT| 

25 


X 

X x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

Indica Vista 

★★★ 

• L X W X H: 3795 x 1695 x 1550 • Wheelbase: 2470 

• Head room (F/R) 960/915 • Boot Space: 232 • 

• Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 175/70R13(Terra), 175/65R14(Aqua) • Front leg room (max/min): 1180/1015 • Rear knee room (r 
Kerb Weight: 1035(P)n35(D) • Seat 5 • Warranty - + Cheapest option in the diesel hatchback segment. - Build quality, fit, finish. 

nax/min): 910/705 • Shoulder room: 1340 
• EuroNCAP Rating: - 



I QuadrajetLS(BSIV) 

5.57 

5.64 

5.54 

5.43 

5.28 

5.09 

5.11 

5.27 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

FWD 

16.1 

19.87 

160 

68.7 

18.1 

23.6 


20.91 



X y/lx 

A 

X 

x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 

■ QuadraietLX(BSIV) 

NA 

6.16 

6.05 

6.04 

NA 

5.49 

5.52 

5.68 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

FWD 

16.1 

19.87 

160 

68.7 

18.1 

23.6 

19.4 

20.91 



y/ y/IX 

A 

X 

^/x 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

kiadrajet VXTech(BSIV) 

6.37 

6.44 

6.33 

6.30 

5.97 

5.74 

5.77 

5.93 

1.3 

4 

75 

190 

5M 

FWD 

16.1 

19.87 

160 

68.7 

18.1 

23.6 

19.4 

20.91 



y/ y/IX 

A 

X 

y/lx 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/ly/ 

X 

x/x/x 
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OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


^ Q_ 

i 5 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 





Satire 65 GLS 

4.38 

4.23 

1 4.54 1 

4.48 

4.14 

4.11 

4.17 

4.28 

1.2 

4 

IjLI 

96 

riiTI 

EWD 

18.4 

- 

- - 

10* 

14* 

O 

bo 

16.74 



X 

^/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Satire 65 GLX 

4.97 

4.92 

5.14 

5.02 

4.72 

4.67 

4.75 

4.86 

1.2 

4 

65 

96 

5M 

EWD 

18.4 

- 

- 

10* 

14* 

o 

bo 

16.74 

X 



^/X 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

ter- ^ 

Satire 65 GVX 

5.28 

5.23 

ImsI 

5.30 

4.97 

4.91 

4.99 

5.10 

1.2 

4 

IjLI 

96 

fain 

EWD 

18.4 

- 

- 

10* 

14* 

oo 

o 

16.74 





A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

x/x/x 


D90VX 

7.07 

6.53 

6.95 

6.81 

6.11 

6.00 

6.12 

6.29 

1.3 

4 

90 

116 

5M 

EWD 

15.48 

19.87 

160 - 

12.4 

16.7 

13.47 

19.43 




y/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

^//^//^/ 

X 


y/y 

X 

y/x/x 

“ D90ZX+ 

8.02 

7.68 

7.87 

7.66 

6.94 

6.83 

6.94 

7.12 

1.3 

4 

90 

116 

5M 

EWD 

15.48 

19.87 

160 - 

12.4 

16.7 

13.47 

19.43 




^/x 

A 

X 


A 


X 


y/y 

2 

y/x/x 


IndigO CS • LxWxH:3988xl620xl540 • Wheelbase: 2450 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres: 175/65R14 • Front leg room (max/min): 1170/950 • Rear knee room (max/min): 920/725 • Shoulder room: 1350 
• Head room (F/R): 1170/950 • Boot Space: 450 Its • Kerb Weight: 1065(P&D) 'Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/75000 -I- Price and ride - Performance, quality. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


eCLS Petrol 

5.04 

5.01 

ITiTI 

4.85 

4.83 

4.82 

NA 

NA 

1.2 

4 

IjLI 

105 

fail 

EWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9* 

14* 

10* 

- 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

eCLX Petrol 

5.42 

5.36 

5.34 

5.41 

5.12 

5.09 

NA 

NA 

1.2 

4 

65 

105 

5M 

EWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9* 

14* 

10* 

- 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

eCS LS Dicor 

5.82 

5.70 

6.12 

5.91 

5.49 

5.38 

NA 

NA 

1.4 

4 

70 

140 

5M 

EWD 

16.9* 

19.1* 

156* 

- 

13* 

18* 

14* 

- 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

eCS LX Dicor 

5.93 

5.81 

6.26 

6.25 

5.63 

5.51 

NA 

NA 

1.4 

4 

70 

140 

5M 

EWD 

16.9* 

19.1* 

156* 

- 

13* 

18* 

14* 

- 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Manza •LxWxH:4413x1703x1550 • Wheelbase: 2520 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Tyres 185/60x15 • Front leg room (max/min): 1190/1000 • Rear knee room (max/min): 947/735 -Shoulder room: 1330 
★★★-y • Head room (F/R): 983/925 • Boot Space: 460 Its • Kerb Weight: 1100(P)1210(D) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/75000 -I- Large storage space, flexibility, exclusivity. - Unrefined diesel, top end performance. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


SE-90GLS 

6.48 

6.42 

1 6.38 1 

NA 

6.11 

5.91 

5.88 

NA 

1.4 

4 


116 

ElI 

EWD 






14.5 



X 

y/y 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SE-90GLX 

6.52 

6.45 

6.48 

NA 

6.14 

5.95 

5.90 

NA 

1.4 

4 

90 

116 

5M 

EWD 






14.5 




y/y 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

SE-90GVX 

7.12 

7.06 

7.08 

NA 

6.52 

6.33 

6.29 

NA 

1.4 

4 

90 

116 

5M 

EWD 






14.5 




y/y 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


x/x 

X 

y/x/x 

SE-90GEX 

8.25 

8.01 

8.03 

NA 

7.48 

7.28 

7.23 

NA 

1.4 

4 

90 

116 

5M 

EWD 






14.5 




y/y 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


^^/x 

2 

y/x/x 


7.04 

6.84 

6.86 

NA 

6.65 

6.49 

6.44 

NA 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 

5M 

EWD 

15.6 

19.6 

164.2 

51.8 

13.9 

24.6 

16.5 

21.02 




x/x 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

VX Club class Q-jet 

7.70 

7.55 

7.59 

NA 

7.29 

7.13 

7.08 

NA 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 

5M 

EWD 

15.6 

19.6 

164.2 

51.8 

13.9 

24.6 

16.5 

21.02 




y/y 

A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

y/y/y 

X 


x/x 

X 

y/x/x 

EX Club class Q-jet 

8.80 

8.62 

8.66 

NA 

8.25 

8.07 

8.03 

NA 

1.3 

4 

90 

200 

5M 

EWD 

15.6 

19.6 

164.2 

51.8 

13.9 

24.6 

16.5 

21.02 




y/y 

C 

X 

y/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 


^^/x 

2 

y/x/x 



Nano • LxWxH: 3099x1495x1652 • Wheelbase: 2230 • Ground Clearance: 180 • Tyres 135/70R12 / 155/65R12 • Eront leg room (max/min): - • Rear knee room (max/min):- • Shoulder room - 

• Head room (E/R) - -BootSpace- • Kerb Weight: 600(P)* Seat 5 • Warranty 4/60000 -I- Cheapest car in the world, efficiency, dimunitive size, styling - Build quality, boot storage space. • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Nano 

1.95 

1.83 

IjlI 

NA 

1.55 

1.42 

NA 

NA 

0.6 

2 

IjlI 

51 

1 4M 1 

RWD 

34.8 

23.7 

105.5 

60.17 

18.9 

26.7 

20.85 

23.6 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

cx 

2.44 

2.25 

NA 

NA 

2.07 

1.94 

NA 

NA 

0.6 

2 

38 

51 

4M 

RWD 

34.8 

23.7 

105.5 

60.17 

18.9 

26.7 

20.85 

23.6 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

LX 

2.71 

2.50 

NA 

NA 

2.32 

2.18 

NA 

NA 

0.6 

2 

38 

51 

4M 

RWD 

34.8 

23.7 

105.5 

60.17 

18.9 

26.7 

20.85 

23.6 

X 

X 


x/x 

A 

X 


s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Twist 

2.86 

2.59 

NA 

NA 

2.45 

2.31 

NA 

NA 

0.6 

2 

38 

51 

4M 

RWD 

34.8 

23.7 

105.5 

60.17 

18.9 

26.7 

20.85 

23.6 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Safari •LxWxH:4650x1918x1925 • Wheelbase: 2650 • Ground Clearance: 205 • Tyres: 235/70x16 • Eront leg room (max/min):2020/1030 • Rear knee room (max/min): 880/680 • Shoulder room: 1360 

'k'ki • Head room (E/R): 1000/970 • Boot Space 981lts • KerbWeight:NA • Seat: 7 • Warranty 2/75000 -I- Butch looks, comfortable, spacious, mile muncher- Mushy gearbox, dynamics • EuroNCAP Rating: - 


2.2 Dicor LX 2WD 

9.87 

9.82 

9.97 

9.87 

8.45 

8.42 

8.52 

8.67 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 


RWD 

16.6 

23.7 

153 

74.1 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

14.34 





A 

X 

^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/^ 

X 

x/x/x 

2.2 Dicor EX 2WD 

10.65 

10.55 

10.59 

10.89 

9.62 

9.60 

9.61 

9.85 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

RWD 

16.6 

23.7 

153 

74.1 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 




^/x 

A 


y/y 

S 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

x/x/x 

2.2DicorGX4WD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

AWD 

16.6 

23.7 

153 

74.1 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 





A 


y/y 

A 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

^/X/X 

2.2 Dicor EX 4WD 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

AWD 

16.6 

23.7 

153 

74.1 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 





A 


y/y 

S 

y/x/x 


X 

y/y 


x/x/x 

2.2 Dicor VX4WD 

NA 

NA 

H 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

AWD 

16.6 

23.7 

153 

74.1 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 




y/x 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/x/x 

X 

X 

y/y 

2 

y/x/x 


Safari Storm© •LxWxH:4655x1965x1922 • Wheelbase: 2650 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 235/70R16 • Eront leg room (max/min):0000/0000 • Rear knee room (max/min): 000/000 • Shoulder room: 0000 

• Head room (E/R): 0000/000 • Boot Space OOllts • Kerb Weight:2095 • Seat: 7 • Warranty 0/00000 -I- Off-road ability, torquey engine - Styling is still dated, dynamics, inconsistant fit and finish • EuroNCAP Rating: - 









LX BS4 4x2 

12.05 

11.71 

[Ml 

11.57 

10.26 

9.83 

9.84 

10.03 

2.2 

4 

0 

320 


RWD 

16.25 19.82 

154.30 47.77 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 


y 


^/x 

A 


y/y 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

EX BS4 4x2 

12.89 

12.85 

13.12 

12.81 

11.03 

10.97 

11.01 

11.26 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

RWD 

16.25 19.82 

154.30 47.77 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 


y 


y/x 

A 


y/y 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

VX BS4 4x2 

14.98 

14.78 

1 15.29 1 

14.92 

12.82 

12.56 

12.74 

12.99 

2.2 

4 

0 

320 

01 

RWD 

16.25 19.82 

154.30 47.77 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 


y 


^^/x 

A 


y/y 

y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

VX BS4 4x4 

16.55 

16.25 

16.82 

16.46 

14.18 

13.82 

14.02 

14.27 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

RWD 

16.25 19.82 

154.30 47.77 

12.2 

17.9 

13.6 

- 


y 


y/x 

A 


y/y 


y/y/y 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

mo Gold 

• LxWxH:4258xl700xl925 • Wheelbase: 2425 

• Ground Clearance: 190 

•Tyres:215/75R15andl85/85R16 ' 

• Eront leg room:(max/min):- 

• Rear knee room:- 

• Shoulder room:- 










★★ 

• Head room:- 

• Boot Space 

!:- • KerbWeight:-NA 

• Seat:7 • Warranty: -3/100000 

-1- Better engine - Super soft suspension. 

• EuroNCAP Rating: 
















cx 

8.40 

8.38 

8.51 

8.61 

7.56 

7.48 

7.59 

7.74 

3.0 

4 

85 

250 

5M 

RWD 

31.68 - 

118 - 

12.42 

16.47 

13.42 

14.7 




^^/x 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 




y/y 


x/x/x 

EX 

7.56 

7.45 

7.62 

7.97 

6.91 

6.86 

6.95 

7.09 

3.0 

4 

85 

250 

5M 

RWD 

31.68 - 

118 - 

12.42 

16.47 

13.42 

14.7 


X 


y/x 

A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 


X 

y/y 


x/x/x 

LX 

7.19 

7.10 

m 

7.54 

6.53 

6.44 

6.54 

6.68 

3.0 

4 

0 

250 

s 

RWD 

31.68 - 

118 - 

12.42 

16.47 

13.42 

14.7 


X 



A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y 


x/x/x 

CX 

6.72 

6.61 

6.87 

7.15 

6.30 

6.18 

6.31 

6.43 

3.0 

4 

85 

250 

5M 

RWD 

31.68 - 

118 - 

12.42 

16.47 

13.42 

14.7 


X 



A 

X 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

x/x/x 

Grande 

• LxWxH:4421xl780xl940 • Wheelbase: 2550 

1 • Ground Clearance: 180 

• Tyres 235/70R16 • 

• Eront leg room (max/min): 1160/970 • Rear knee room (max/min): 880/670 

• Shoulder room 1360 







★★★ 

• Head room (E/R) 1070/1010 • Boot Space - • K 

erb Weight: 2625(D) 

• Seat 5 • Warranty 2/75000 -1- Refined engine, low speed ride 

! - Dynamics, build quality, fit and finish. • 

EuroNCAP Rating: - 







EX 

9.20 

8.82 


9.43 

8.52 

8.36 

8.56 

8.64 

2.2 

4 


250 


RWD 

17.8 20.73 

144 51.6 

10.8 

18.6 

12.7 

13.55 

y 


y 

x/x 

A 



S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 


x/x/x 

LX 





8.11 

7.96 

8.16 

8.24 

2.2 

4 

120 

250 

5M 

RWD 

17.8 20.73 

144 51.6 

10.8 

18.6 

12.7 

13.55 

y 


y 

x/x 

A 


y/y 

A 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y 


x/x/x 

CX 



m 


9.31 

9.13 

9.35 

9.43 

2.2 

4 

H 

250 

UlI 

RWD 

17.8 20.73 

144 51.6 

10.8 

18.6 

12.7 

13.55 


X 

X 

x/x 

A 


x/x 

A 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Venture 

• Lx WxH: 3950x1565x1858 • Wheelbase: NA 

• Ground Clearance: 160 • 

Tyres: NA • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min) - 

• Shoulder room: 













★★★ 

• Headroom: (E/R)- 

• Boot Space: - • Kerb Weight: NA 

1 • Seat: 5/7/8 • Warranty: - NA -I- Price, space. - Not to be driven spiritedly. 

• EuroNCAP Rating: ■ 















LX 

- 

- 


- 

5.02 

4.76 

5.02 

5.01 

1.4 

4 

0 

135 


RWD 

29.3 - 

126 - 

- 

- 

- 

15.42 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 


x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

EX 





5.35 

5.02 

5.36 

5.35 

1.4 

4 

71 

135 

5M 

RWD 

29.3 - 

126 - 

- 

- 

- 

15.42 

X 

X 

X 

x/x 

A 


x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

CX 



m 


5.88 

5.53 

5.87 

5.87 

1.4 

4 

71 

135 

5M 

RWD 

29.3 - 

126 - 

- 

- 

- 

15.42 

y 

X 

y 

y/y 

A 

y 

y/y 

S 

y/y/y 

X 

X 

y/y 

X 

x/x/x 


OVERDRIVE 


IS NOW AVAILABLE ON 

MAGZTER.COM 



DEC 2014 OVERDRIVE 225 





OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 





















■a 





O 










★★★★★ Not Tested 





















E 


£ 



o 



_9 







Our estimate of how good the car is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Displacement 

Cylinders 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Layout 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

0-400m (s) 

Top Speed (kmp 

100-0 kmph (m) 

o 

Highway 

Overall 

o 

o 

3 

Tachometer 

Q. 

E 

o 

Q. 

Power windows 

Steering adjust 

(rake/reach) 

.1 

o 

o 

Rearaircon 

Central/ 

remote locking 

"o 

0 

1 

Mp3/Aux/USB 

Sunroof 

Steering control: 

Rear defogger/ 

wash wipe 

Airbags 

ABS/TC/ESP 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL | ON ROAD PRICES | EX-SHOW. PRICES | TECHNICAL | PERFORMANCE | ECONOMY | FEATURES [SAFETY 



X6non • LxWxH:5215xl860xl765 • Wheelbase: 3150 • Ground Clearance: 200 • Tyres: 235/70R16 • Front leg room (max/min): - • Rear knee room (max/min): - • Shoulder room: - 


|||BL XT 4x2 


■ m 


9.76 

9.51 

9.76 

9.96 

2.2 

4 


320 

□lI 

RWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.5* 

12* 

9.2* 

13.18 1 

X 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 7/7 

A 

7/7/7 

X 

X 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 

XT 4x4 




10.77 

10.54 

10.77 

10.97 

2.2 

4 

140 

320 

5M 

AWD 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.5* 

12* 

9.2* 

13.18 1 

X 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 7/7 

A 

7/7/7 

X 

X 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 


TOYOTA toyotabharat.c 


, — - Camry •LxWxH:4825x1825x1480 • Wheelbase: 2775 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Tyres: 215/60xR16 • Front leg room (max/min)7- • Rear knee room: (max/min) 7- • Shoulder room: - 

-Headroom: (F/R) 7- -Boot Space:- • KerbWeight:1475(P) -Seat: 5 • Warranty: 3/100000 +NA-NA • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 

^ 2.5(AT)|29.0 27.65 1 29.13 1 27.00 1 25.0 23.80 24.16 24.00 1 2.5 4 \W\ 233 FWD | - - - - | - - - - | 7 7 7 7/7 C 7 7/7 A 7/7/7 x 7 7/x | 6 7/7/x 


Corolla AltiS •LxWxH:4540x1760x1480 • Wheelbase: 2600 • Ground Clearance: 176 • Tyres: 195/65R15 • Front leg room: (max/min) 1265/1025 • Rear knee room: (max/min) 925/670 • Shoulder room: 1315 

★★★★ -Headroom: (F/R) 925/670 - Boot Space: 475 Its - Kerb Weight: 1180(P)1270(D) -Seat: 5 - Warranty: 3/100000 + Impressive feature list, great ride quality. - Cost cutting in the dynamics department. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


1.8J 

12.51 

11.43 

1 12.20 1 

11.19 

10.94 

11 

11.25 

11.21 

1.8 

4 


173 

1 6M 1 

EWD 








14.53 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 

7/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

7/x 

X 

7/x/x 

1.8 G 

14.68 

13.35 

1432 

13.13 

12.87 

12.94 

13.23 

13.17 

1.8 

4 

140 

173 

6M 

EWD 








14.53 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

C 

X 

7/7 

A 

7/7/7 

X 

7 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 

1.8GL 

16.39 

15.10 

1 15.69 1 

14.64 

14.27 

14.35 

14.65 

14.56 

1.8 

4 

[moI 

173 

1 6M 1 

EWD 








14.53 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

C 

X 

7/7 

A 

7/7/7 

X 

7 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 

1.8VL 

17.44 

15.96 

16.87 

15.60 

15.34 

15.43 

15.76 

15.66 

1.8 

4 

140 

173 

7CVT 

EWD 

12.4 

18.87 

176 

45.44 

11.1 

19.8 

13.22 

15.22 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

C 

X 

7/7 

A 

7/7/7 

X 

7 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 

^ D-4DG 

15.83 

14.53 


14.14 

13.90 

13.96 

14.27 

14.19 

1.4 

4 


205 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

14.68 

19.36 

168.7 

46.6 

18.54 


18.73 

21.45 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 

7/7 

A 

7/7/x 

X 

7 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 


13.57 

13.20 

13.15 

12.12 

11.94 

12 

12.28 

12.22 

1.4 

4 

88.4 

205 

6M 

EWD 

14.68 

19.36 

168.7 

46.6 

18.54 


18.73 

21.45 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 

7/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

7/x 

X 

7/x/x 

D-4DGL 

17.15 

16.22 

16.89 

15.31 

15.15 

15.23 

15.55 

15.45 

1.4 

4 

88.4 

205 

6M 

EWD 

14.68 

19.36 

168.7 

46.6 

18.54 


18.73 

21.45 

7 

7 

7 

7/7 

A 

X 

7/7 

A 

7/7/x 

X 

7 

7/x 

2 

7/x/x 


EtiOS - Lx WxH:4265x 1695x1510 - Wheelbase: 2550 - Ground Clearance:170 - Tyres: 180/60 R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1200/970 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 910/670 - Shoulder room: 1265 

- Headroom: (E/R) 900/910 - Boot Space: 595 Its - Kerb Weight: 900 -Seat:5 - Warranty: 3/100000 + Refinement, ride quality and handling. - Styling, grey plastic on the inside - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


J 

5.87 

5.41 

1 5.53 1 

5.7 

5.14 

5.14 

5.14 

5.21 

1.5 

4 

□lI 

132 


EWD 

12.56 

18.4 

174.6 

43.9 

13.1 

18.7 

14.5 

17.57 

X 


X 

x/x 

A 

X 

x/x 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

G 

6.42 

5.96 

6.11 

6.21 

5.68 

5.71 

5.71 

5.78 

1.5 

4 

90 

132 

5M 

EWD 

12.56 

18.4 

174.6 

43.9 

13.1 

18.7 

14.5 

17.57 

X 




A 

X 


S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

V 

7.5 

7.18 

[m 

7.21 

6.67 

6.71 

6.74 

6.79 

1.5 

4 


132 

UlI 

EWD 

12.56 

18.4 

174.6 

43.9 

13.1 

18.7 

14.5 

17.57 





A 

X 

y/'/y/' 

A 

y/ly/ly/ 

X 

X 

y/y 

2 

x/x/x 

VX 

8.03 

7.68 

7.71 

7.68 

7.14 

7.18 

7.22 

7.27 

1.5 

4 

90 

132 

5M 

EWD 

12.56 

18.4 

174.6 

43.9 

13.1 

18.7 

14.5 

17.57 




^/x 

A 

X 

y/jy/ 

A 

y^ly/'ly/' 

X 


y/y 

2 

y/y/y 

G+safety 

7.01 

6.5 

6.68 

6.74 

6.32 

6.18 

6.25 

6.31 

1.5 

4 

90 

132 

s 

EWD 

12.56 

18.4 

174.6 

43.9 

13.1 

18.7 

14.5 

17.57 




y/x 

A 

X 

^//^/ 

A 

x/x/x 

X 


^/y 

2 

y/'/y/y 

CD 

7.74 

7.51 

7.58 

7.72 

6.60 

6.69 

6.70 

6.76 

1.4 

4 

68 

170 

5M 

EWD 

15.84 

19.78 

162 

45.37 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.5 

X 



y/x 

A 

X 

^//v^ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 


x/x 

X 

x/x/x 


GD(0) 

8.05 

7.82 

7.89 

8.03 

7.12 

7.16 

7.23 

7.29 

1.4 

4 

68 

170 

5M 

EWD 

15.84 

19.78 

162 

45.37 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.5 

X 



^/x 

A 

X 

y/jy/ 

S 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

2 

^^/x/x 


VD 

8.49 

8.26 

8.35 

8.43 

7.57 

7.68 

7.71 

7.77 

1.4 

4 

68 

170 

5M 

EWD 

15.84 

19.78 

162 

45.37 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.5 




y/x 

A 

X 

^//^/ 

A 


X 

X 

^/y 

2 

V/y/y 

VXD 

9.02 

8.94 

8.88 

8.91 

8.04 

8.15 

8.19 

8.24 

1.4 

4 

68 
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5M 

EWD 

15.84 

19.78 
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45.37 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.5 




^/x 

A 


y/jy/ 

A 



✓ 

y/y 

2 

^^/x/x 


EtiOS Liva -LxWxH:3775x1695x1510 - Wheelbase:2460 - Ground Clearance: 170 - Tyres: 175/65R14(J,G), 185/60 R15 (V, VX) - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1180/970 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 910/680 - Shoulder room: 1258 
★★★■y - Headroom: (E/R) 915/910 - Boot Space: 251 Its - Kerb Weight: 830 (J,G), 920 (V,VX) - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 3/100000 + Low weight, performance, ride quality. - Interior space, transmission tuned for mileage. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


J 

4.91 

4.50 1 4.65 1 4.40 

4.24 

4.09 

4.35 

4.33 

1.2 

4 

□lI 

104 1 5M 1 EWD 

13.96 

19.62 151 

45.04 

14.8 

19.65 

16.01 

18.31 
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X 
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A 

X 
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S 
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X 

X 

x/x 

X 
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G 

5.36 

5.14 5.12 4.81 

4.64 

4.71 

4.77 
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1.2 

4 

80 

104 5M EWD 

13.96 
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14.8 

19.65 
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18.31 
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^ly 

A 

X 
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S 
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X 

X 
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X 
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V 

6.48 

6.12 5.99 5.80 

5.64 

5.65 

5.79 

5.72 

1.2 

4 

80 

104 1 5M 1 EWD 

13.96 

19.62 151 

45.04 

14.8 

19.65 

16.01 

18.31 
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X 

X 
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2 
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VX 

7.04 

6.55 6.52 6.33 

6.15 

6.16 

6.30 

6.25 

1.2 

4 

80 

104 5M EWD 

13.96 

19.62 151 

45.04 

14.8 

19.65 

16.01 

18.31 
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A 
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y//y//y/ 
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2 
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CD 

6.45 

6.16 6.20 6.24 

5.70 

5.77 

5.82 

5.79 

1.4 

4 

68 

170 5M EWD 

17.31 

20.4 159.9 

42.52 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.59 

X 



^ly 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 


In TRD Sportive (P) 

- 

- 

6.06 

6.14 

6.17 

6.26 

1.5 

4 

90 

132 5M EWD 

12.2 

18.2 171 

45.04 

- 

- 

- 

- 




y/'/y 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

A 

y//y//y/ 

X 


y//y/ 

2 

V/y/y 


t TRD Sportivo (D) 

7.40 

7.43 1 7.59 1 7.10 

6.31 

6.38 

6.41 

6.46 

1.4 

4 

68 

170 5M EWD 

17.31 

20.4 159.9 

42.52 

16.01 

23.5 

17.88 

23.59 

X 



^ly 

A 

X 

y//y/ 

S 

X/X/X 

X 

X 

X/X 

X 

x/x/x 


Fortuner 


- LxWxH:4695xl840xl850 - Wheelbase: 2750 - Ground Clearance: 221 - Tyres: 265/65R17 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1200/900 - Rear knee room: (max/min)950/750 - Shoulder room: 1420 

- Head room: (E/R) 950/950 - Boot Space: 296 Its - Kerb Weight: 1955(D) - Seat: 7 - Warranty: 3/1,00000 + Ride quality, build, engine, fuel efficiency - Still an old school SUV. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


2012 4x2 AT 
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12.55 



y//y/ A 


y//y/ 

A ^^/^//^^ 


y//y/ 

2 

y//y//y 

20124x4 MT 
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4 

0 

343 

H 

4WD 

12.9 18.6 

169.1 55.79 

10.2 

17 

11.9 
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y/ y/ 
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^/^/X 
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26.75 

NA 
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3 

4 
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TRD Sportivo AT 
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26.96 
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NA 
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3 

4 
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5A 

2WD 








y/ y/ 

^1^ A 


y//y/ 

A 

y/ y/ 

y//y/ 

2 

yi^iy 


Innova 

★★★★★ 


-LxWxH:4580xl770xl755 - 
-Headroom: (E/R) 980/940 - I 


2750 - Ground Clearance: 176 - Tyres: 205/65R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1170/970 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 950/615 - Shoulder room: 1430 

620 Its - Kerb Weight: 1560(P)1660(D) - Seat: 7/8 - Warranty: 3/100000 + Refined engine along with its supreme versatility. - High running cost of the petrol. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


2.5 E 

9.73 

10.32 
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2.0 G 
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17.6 

20.5 

151 

43.2 

10.1 

16.2 

11.8 
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2.5 GX 
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11.85 
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yZ/y/y 

2.0 GX 
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18.9 
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16.9 
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X 

y/ 
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2 
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A m ^ 

2.0 VX 

13.9 

14.26 
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17.6 
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10.1 

16.2 

11.8 
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A 
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* — 2.5 VX 

14.57 

15.32 
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200 
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RWD 

13 

18.9 
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X 

y/ 

y//y/ 

2 

y//y/y 


Land Cruiser 

★★★★ 


■ LxWxH:4950xl970xl910 - Wheelbase: 2850 - Ground Clearance: 225 - Tyres: 285/60R18 - Eront leg room: (max/min)- - Rear knee room: (max/min)- -Shoulder room: - 

■ Head room: (E/R) -973/988 - Boot Space: 620 Its - Kerb Weight: 2720(D) - Seat: 7 - Warranty: 3/100000 + Off-road ability, presence and refinement. - Price, efficiency. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 



200 VX Standard 1 127.3 107.64 1 130.7 1 127 1 98.20 99.27 101 100 | 4.5 V8 | 285 | 650 AWD | 11.9 17.9 191 43.3 | 4.64 8.24 5.5 - | 7 7 7 7/7 C 7 7/7 A 7/7/7 x 7 7/7 1 6 7/7/7 

Js:265/6C 
:3/1000 0i 

173 I 410 riT] 4WD I 13.9 18.8 167 54.4 | 9.2 17.4 11.25 11.13 | 7 7 7 7/7 c 7 7/7 A 7/7/7 7 7 7/7 1 7 7/7/7 


Land Cruiser Prado 

^ ★★★★ 

Prado I 77.56 68.12 1 72.15 1 70.12 1 60.47 61.16 62.23 62.07 1 3 


- LxWxH:4760xl885xl880 - Wheelbase: 2790 - Ground Clearance: 220 - Tyres: 265/60R18 - Eront leg room: (max/min)- - Rear knee room: (max/min) - -Shoulderroom:- 

- Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 2990(D) - Seat: 7 - Warranty:3/100000 + Diesel power to go anywhere. -Styling. - EuroNCAP Rating: - 


Prius 


■ LxWxH:4460xl745xl510 - Wheelbase: 2700 - Ground Clearance: - - Tyres: 195/65R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) - - Rear knee room: (max/min)- -Shoulderroom:- 
' Headroom: (E/R)- -BootSpace:- - Kerb Weight: 1390(P) -Seat: 5 - Warranty: 3/100000 -I- Clean technology, eco friendly. - Price. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 



31.44 

32.11 
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1 
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.2*L' 1.8 Z6 

33.73 

34.40 
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32.39 

29.60 

29.93 
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30.40 

1.8 

4 

99 
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eVT 

EWD 








23.91 




yiy c 

- yZ/yZ 

A 

yZ/yZ/yZ 



yZ/yZ 

1 

yZ/yZ/yZ 


VOLKSWAGEN volkswagen.c 



B66tl6 - LxWxH:4129xl721xl498 - Wheelbase: 2502 - Ground Clearance:120 - Tyres: 195/65R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min) 1290/1010 - Rear knee room: (max/min) - - Shoulder room:- 
★★★ - Head room: (E/R): 970/738 - Boot Space: 214 Its - Kerb Weight: 1280(P) - Seat: 4 - Warranty:2/50,000 -I- Cute retro styling. - Dated, price. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★ 


26.8 22.19 24.3 22.73 21.77 20.45 20.45 20.45 2 4 116 172 




EWD 14.2 19.3 173.9 44.3 8.6 16.5 10.6 - 7 7 7 7/7 C x 7/7 A 7/x/x 


7/x 4 7/X/7 


Jetta 

★★★★ 

2.0 TDI Trendline MT 
2.0 TDI Comfortline MT 


- LxWxH:4644xl778xl453 - Wheelbase: 2633 - Ground Clearance:159 - Tyres: 205/55R16 - Eront leg room (max/min) : - - Rear knee room (max/min): - -Shoulderroom:- 

- Headroom: (E/R)- - Boot Space: 510 Its - Kerb Weight: 1445(MT)1460(AT) -Seat:5 - Warranty: 2/UL -I- Engine, space, ride quality- DSC only on highline, nose very similar to Vento - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


16.48 

15.62 

15.68 

15.70 

14.98 

14.12 

14.18 

14.20 

2 4 140 

320 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

9.79 

16.87 

166.19 

49.18 
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226 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW. PRICES 


PERFORMANCE 


2.0TDIHighline MT 
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1.4 TSI Trendline MT 
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19.6 

12.39 
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1.4 TSI Comfortline MT 

17.63 

17.68 

18.32 

- 

15.45 

15.07 
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11.11 

17.7 
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43.76 

9.9 

19.6 

12.39 

14.69 
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^^/x 
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Passat • LxWxH:4769xl820xl470 • Wheelbase: 2711 • Ground Clearance: 150 • Tyres: 215/55R16 • Front leg room (max/min): 1235/980 • Rear knee room (max/min): 820/575 • Shoulder room: 1320 
★★★★ • Head room (F/R): 990/900 • Boot Space: 565 Its • Kerb Weight: 1555(MT)/1605(DSG) 'Seat: 5 • Warranty: 2/UL -I- Engine, DSG box, ride and handling, space, equipment - Overtly flashy styling • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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Comfortline DSG 
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29.87 

28.58 
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^^/x 

8 
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Phaeton • LxWxH:5175xl903xl405 • Wheelbase: 3001 • Ground Clearance:128 • Tyres: 245/45R19 • Eront leg room: (max/min) - • Rear knee room: (max/min)- -Shoulder room: - 

★★★★ • Headroom: (E/R)- • Boot Space: NA • Kerb Weight: NA • Seat: 5 •Warranty:2/50,000 -I- Luxury, performance, comfort -Size makes it cumbersome to drive in the city. • EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

Phaeton 1 95.62 82.46 1 86.23 1 83.56 1 78.2 79.25 79.3 79.44 1 3.6 V6 370 | 6A | AWD | - - - - | - - - - | ^ ^ C ^^ ^/>/ A ^ ^^/x | 8 ^1^1^ 


Polo • Lx WxH: 3970x1682x1453 • Wheelbase: 2456 • Ground Clearance: 168 • Tyres:185/60R15 • Eront leg room: (max/min): 1231/1003 • Rear knee room (max/min): 812/584 -Shoulder room: 1333 
- Head room (E/R): 914/825 - Boot Space:NA - Kerb Weight: 1020(P)1115(D) - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/UL -I- Styling, ride & handling- Rear seat space - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 
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5.87 
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19 

14.2 

17.2 




VjV 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Highline(P) 

6.95 

7.14 

6.68 

6.41 

6.21 

6.04 

5.82 

5.82 

1.2 

3 

75 

110 

5M 

EWD 

15.58 

19.9 

140.2 

56.4 

12.7 

19 

14.2 

17.2 




viv 

A 

X 

viv 

A 

,//x/x 

X 

X 

v/v 

2 

^^/x/x 

Comfortline (D) 

7.46 

7.04 

6.79 

6.53 

6.27 

6.1 

5.92 

5.92 

1.2 

3 

75 

180 

5M 

EWD 

16.16 

20.5 

166.4 

54.3 

15.8 

22.2 

17.05 

22.07 




viv 

A 

X 

^^/x 

s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

X 

x/x/x 

Highline(D) 

8.62 

8.07 

7.8 

7.46 

7.25 

7.06 

6.82 

6.82 

1.2 

3 

75 

180 

5M 

EWD 

16.16 

20.5 

166.4 

54.3 

15.8 

22.2 

17.05 

22.07 

✓ 



viv 

A 

X 

viv 

A 

,//x/x 

X 

X 

V/V 

2 

V/x/x 

GT 

9.33 

9.03 

9.40 

9.09 

8.23 

7.99 

8.13 

8.21 

1.2 

4 

105 

175 

7DSG 

EWD 

11.43 

17.92 

183 

- 

13.9 

19.3 

15.25 

17.2 




viv 

C 


viv 

A 

viviv 

X 

X 

V/V 

2 

V/x/V 

Cl'OSS Polo 








1.2 

3 

0 

180 

01 

EWD 

16.16 

20.5 

166.4 

54.3 

15.8 

22.2 

17.05 

22.07 




viv 

A 

X 

viv 

A 

V/x/x 

X 

X 

V/V 

2 

V/x/x 


Touareg 

'k'k'ki 


- LxWxH: 4795x1940x1709 - Wheelbase: 2904 - Ground Clearance:205 - Tyres: 255/55R18 - Eront leg room: (max/min):- - Rear knee room (max/min): - -Shoulderroom:- 

- Head room (E/R): - - Boot Space: 555 Its - Kerb Weight: NA - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/UL -I- Diesel engine, go-anywhere ability.- Price. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


V63.0TDi 71.70 68.50 68.27 68.27 57.86 58.82 58.50 58.50 3 V6 245 550 


H 


AWD 7.43 15.46 220 37.98 8.9 14.1 10.2 8.7 K ^ C 


,//,/ A '^/x 8 ■//X/'/ 


VontO - Lx WxH: 4384x1699x1466 - Wheelbase: 2552 - Ground Clearance: 168 - Tyres: 185/60 R15 - Eront leg room: (max/min)1250/1020 - Rear knee room: (max/min) 930/680 - Shoulder room: 1250 
- Headroom: (E/R) 965/885 - Boot Space: 454 Its - Kerb Weight: 1120(P) 1220(D) - Seat: 5 - Warranty: 2/UL -l-1.6litre engine. Polo with a boot- Diesel variants expensive - EuroNCAP Rating: NA 


Trendline (P) 

8.22 

7.82 

1 8.02 1 

7.85 

7.32 

6.99 

6.99 

6.99 

1.6 

4 

0 

153 


EWD 

12.3 

- 

185 

47.3 

12.1 

16.5 

13.1 

15.04 




v/v 

A 



s 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 

HighlineMT(P) 

9.48 

9.2 

9.45 

7.16 

8.46 

8.23 

8.23 

8.23 

1.6 

4 

105 

153 

5M 

EWD 

12.3 

- 

185 

47.3 

12.1 

16.5 

13.1 

15.04 




v/v 

C 


v/v 

A 

V/x/x 


X 

^^/x 

2 

V/x/x 

HighlineAT(P) 

10.2 

10.34 

10.54 

10.17 

9.47 

9.21 

9.21 

9.21 

1.6 

4 

105 

153 

6A 

EWD 

16.5 

20.5 

180 

47.3 

9.2 

16.5 

11 

14.4 




v/v 

c 



A 

V/x/x 



^^/x 

2 

V/x/x 


Trendline(D) 

9.36 

8.93 

9.16 

8.9 

8.35 

7.99 

7.99 

7.99 

1.6 

4 

105 

250 

5M 

EWD 

11.7 

17.39 

182 

44.5 

13.3 

19.69 

14.8 

21.5 




v/v 

A 


^^/x 

S 

x/x/x 



^^/x 

X 

x/x/x 


Highline(D) 

10.61 

10.3 

10.56 

10.19 

9.49 

9.23 

9.23 

9.23 

1.6 

4 

105 

250 

5M 

EWD 

11.7 

17.39 

182 

44.5 

13.3 

19.69 

14.8 

21.5 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

V/x/x 



^^/x 

2 

V/x/x 


VOLVO volvo.com 


S60 - LxWxH:4628x2097xl484 - Wheelbase: 2776 - Ground Clearance: NA - Tyres:215/55 R17 - Eront leg room: (max/min): NA - Rear knee room (max/min): NA - Shoulder room: NA 
★★★★ - Head room (E/R) :NA - BootSpace: NA - KerbWeight:NA -Seat:5 - Warranty :2/UL -f Value for money, comfortable, safety features, ballistic T6 engine.- Limited dealer network - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


SummumT6 

44.14 

38 

41.24 

NA 

36.65 

35 

35.90 

NA 

3.0 

6 

304 

440 

6A 

AWD 

6.94 

14.87 

245 

39 

6.9 

13.5 

8.54 

9.8 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

V/V/V 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 


Kinetic D3 

30.42 

27.93 

27.93 

NA 

26.06 

25 

24.02 

NA 

2.0 

5 

165 

400 

6M 

EWD 

9.6 

16.83 

214 

41.21 

11.9 

17.6 

13.33 

18.5 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

v/v/v 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 

t Summum D3 

33.05 

32.82 

1 30.76 1 

NA 

30.33 

28 

26.09 

NA 

2.0 

5 

0 

400 

1 6M 1 

EWD 

9.6 

16.83 

214 

41.21 

11.9 

17.6 

13.33 

18.5 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

v/v/v 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 


Summum D5 

41.81 

37 

38.10 

NA 

34.55 

31 

34.80 

NA 

2.4 

5 

205 

420 

6A 

EWD 

8.84 

16.45 

230 

40.10 

12.1 

15.5 

12.9 

14.1 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

v/v/v 

V 

V 


8 

v/v/v 


S80 - LxWxH:4851xl861xl493 - Wheelbase: 2835 - Ground Clearance: 148 - Tyres: 245/40R18 - Eront leg room: (max/min): 1064/948 - Rear knee room (max/min): NA - Shoulder room: 1431 
★★★★ - Head room (E/R) NA - Boot Space : 480lts - Kerb Weight: 1729(P)1680(D) -Seat:5 - Warranty: 2/UL + Alternate choice to the E-Class. - Brand needs building. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Summum D5 

46.51 

41.23 

42.71 

NA 

40.32 

39.24 

38.5 

NA 

2.4 

5 

207 

420 

6A 

EWD 

8.6 

15.9 

212 

39.7 

11.9 

14.7 

12.5 

13.F 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A /'//'//' 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 


40.71 

37.35 

37.35 

NA 

33.41 

33.24 

32.02 

NA 

2.0 

5 

165 

400 

6M 

EWD 








17.8 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A ^/^/^ 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 

Summum D3 

43.35 

39.75 

1 39.75 1 

NA 

35.57 

36.24 

37.24 

NA 

2.0 

5 

01 

400 

1 6M 1 

EWD 








17.8 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

V 

V 

^^/x 

8 

v/v/v 



V40 - LxWxH:4370 x 2041xl458 - Wheelbase: 2646 - Ground Clearance: 145 - Tyres: 225/50R17 - Eront leg room (max/min): 1100/865 - Rear knee room (max/min): 895/640 -Shoulder room: 1255 
★★★★ - Head room (E/R): 1000/985 - Boot Space: 335 Its - Kerb Weight: 2010 -Seat 5 - Warranty NA -I- Looks, handling, ride, safety - Space, limited dealer network -EuroNCAPRating:^^'*"^-*- 

Cross Country D3 1 34.30 32.59 [ 3 ^ 32.57 1 29.78 28.50 28.46 28.52 1 2.0 5 |1^ 350 [sk] EWD | 9.5 16.5 194 40.2 | 11.2 19.2 13.2 19.2 | ^ ^ ^ C A ^/^/^ ^ ^ S ^1^1^ 



XC60 - Lx WxH: 4627x1888x1713 - Wheelbase: 2815 - Ground Clearance: NA - Tyres: 255/40 R20 - Eront leg room: (max/min): 1250/960 - Rear knee room (max/min): 970/680 - Shoulder room: 1355 
★★★★★ - Head room (E/R): 960/950 - Kerb Weight: 1827 - Seat: 5 - Warranty: NA + Excellent ride, tons of safety and assistance equipment, price. - Limited dealer network. Brand value not strong. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 


Summum D5 

51.32 

46.21 

50.82 

NA 

42.41 

41.25 

41.10 

NA 

2.4 

5 

205 

420 

6A 

AWD 

9.75 

17.18 

170 

41.26 

6.2 

14.3 

8.22 

13.8* 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

V/V/V 

V 

V 

v/v 

8 

v/v/v 

Kinetic D3 

43.26 

39.67 

38.67 

NA 

35.50 

35.25 

34.02 

NA 

2.0 

5 

165 

400 

6M 

EWD 








14.7 




v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

v/v/v 

V 

V 

v/v 

8 

v/v/v 

Summum D3 

45.89 

42.08 

|42.08| 

NA 

37.66 

38.25 

36.09 

NA 

2.0 

5 

01 

400 

1 6M 1 

EWD 








14.7 



✓ 

v/v 

c 


v/v 

A 

v/v/v 

V 

V 

v/v 

8 

v/v/v 



XC90 - LxWxH:4807xl898xl784 - Wheelbase: 2857 - Ground Clearance: 218 - Tyres: 205/65R16 - Eront leg room (max/min): 1195/990 - Rear knee room (max/min): 860/430 - Shoulder room: 1455 
★★★★ - Head room (E/R): 1050/980 - Boot Space: 483 Its - Kerb Weight: 2060(P)2080(D) -Seat 7 - Warranty 2/UL -I- Well priced and powerful diesel.- Thirsty V8, Lacks on-road presence for an SUV. - EuroNCAP Rating: ★★★★★ 

D5 1 52.98 47.08 1 48.73 1 NA 1 46.19 42.80 44 NA | 2.4 5 |1^ 400 | 6A | | AWD | 11.5 18.1 208 42.4 | 5.7 9.9 6.7 - \ v V V VjV Z ^ ^/^ A ^/^/^ ^ ^ ^/x | 8 ^1^1^ 




EVENTS - EXPEDITIONS - EXHIBITIONS 
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OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL PRICES 


: OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

: ★★★★★ Not Tested 

: Our estimate of how good the car is 

: ★★★★★ Tested 

: Definitive rating from our road test 

: ★★★★★ Best in Class 

: The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL 


ASTON MARTIN astonmartin.c 



DB9 Coupe 

- 

221 

- 

221 

5.9 

V12 

477 

600 

IjT] 

271.02 

1760 

4.8* 

DB9 Roadster 

- 

238 

- 

238 

5.9 

V12 

477 

600 

6A 

262.8 

1815 

4.8* 




DBS 


+ Detailing 


- Slowerthan the competition 


DBS Coupe 

- 

308 

- 

308 

5.9 

V12 

517 

570 

6M/6A305.01 

1695 

4.3* 

DBSVolante 

- 

325 

- 

325 

5.9 

V12 

517 

570 

6M/6A285.63 

1810 

4.3* 


Gumpert 

Apollo I 

Koenigsegg 

AgeraR | 

Nostalgia 

^Nostalgia Jaguar XK140 I 


+ Mind numbing acceleration 
500 - 500 I 4.1 V8 

+ One of the fastest ever 
1250 - 1250 I 5 

+ BeautifulJaguar replica 
1800 - 1800 1 4.2 


Extremely low clearance 

651 850 1 6A I I 542.5 T 200 I 

-One of the costliest ever 
1115 1000 7A 777 1435 1 

- Price 

185 - I 5M I !i46.82 1260 | 


Rapide 

Rapide | 

Vantage S 


-I- styling, aura, exhaust note 
255 - 255 I 5.9 V12 

-I- Looks, Vantage brand 


Cramped rear 

477 600 6A 239.69 1990 I 5.2* 


- Only lOPS more than Vantage V8 


Coupe 

- 171 

- 

171 

4.7 

V8 

430 

490 

1 7A 267.08 

1610 

4.8* 

Roadster 

- 186 

- 

186 

4.7 

V8 

430 

490 

7A 254.44 

1690 

4.8* 



- 

155 

- 

155 

4.7 

V8 

420 

470 

1 7A 1 257.67 

1630 

4.9* 

290* 

" ™ " Roadster 

- 

170 

- 

170 

4.7 

V8 

420 

470 

7A 245.61 

1710 

4.9* 

290* 


FERRARI ferrari.com 
: 458 Italia 

458 Italia 
458 Italia Spyder 

California 

California | 

FF 
ffI 


+ Refined performance 


-Looks better in the flesh 


- 

- 

- 

309 

4.5 

V8 

570 

540 

7A 

413 

1380 

3.4* 

325* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.5 

V8 

570 

540 


398 

1430 

3.4* 

320* 


-I- The most affordable Ferrari 

- 268 [ 4.3 V8 

-}-4WD four-seater 

- 412 I 6.2 V12 


Lacks boot space 

[J 505 ir^l 282.4 1735 I 
Ugly 

660 683 7A 351.06 1880 1 


Vantage V12 

I 

Vanquish 

V 12 1 


; JAGUAR j 


-I- VI 2 power and noise 
225 - 225 I 


-I- Gorgeous looks 
385 - 385 I 


- Looks similar to the other Vantages 

V12 510 570 1 6M | 1680 1 4.2* 

- Costs more than the Aventador 

V12 573 620 1 6A | - - | 4.1 


H. ~~ Coupe 

- 

Ill 

- 

- 

5 

V8 

510 

625 


1 - 

1780 

4.8* 

250* 

Convertible 

- 

118 

- 

- 

5 

V8 

510 

625 

6A 

- 

1780 

4.8* 

250* 


Coupe 

- 

255 

- 

255 

5.9 

V12 

490 

570 

1 6A [259.26 

1890 

4.6* 

299* 

Volante 

- 

274 

- 

274 

5.9 

V12 

490 

570 

6A 259.26 

1890 

4.6* 

299* 


XKR-S 

Coupe 


-I- All round sports car 
152 - - rT~ V8 


Interiors too standard 

[ 55 ^ 680 6A 311.92 1635 I 


AUDI audi.c 



R 8 -I- Design, four wheel drive 


Not mercurial enough 



4.2 ESI quattro 

176 

134 

151 

134 

4.2 

V8 

430 

430 


275 

1565 

4.6* 

7/ 

302* ^ 

5.2 ESI quattro 

205 

156 

177 

158 

5.2 

VIO 

525 

530 

6A 

323 

1625 

3.9* 

316- 1 
313- 1 

5.2 ESI Spyder 

225 

172 

194 

174 

5.2 

VIO 

525 

530 

6A 

309.73 

1695 

4.1* 

V10+ 

323.6 

261.3 

238.8 

209.6 

5.2 

VIO 

549 

540 

7A 



4.3 

!■ 



LAMBORGHINI lamborghini. 

Gallardo 


LP 560-4 
LP 560-4 Spyder 

Aventador 

Aventador LP700-4 
itador LP700-4 Roadster 


.com 
-I- Everyday supercar 


- Needs refreshing 


rv- 


- 261 

- 261 

5.2 

VIO 

560 

540 

6A 

423.88 

1340 

3.7* 

325* 

- 250 

- 250 

5.2 

VIO 

560 

540 

6A 

362.01 

1569 

4.0* 

324* 

-1- Power, acceleration, d 

ynamics 


■ Murcielago murderer 




- 411 

- 477 

6.4 

V12 

701 

690 

7A 

445.07 

1575 

2.9* 

350* 

- 477 

- 477 

6.5 

V12 

700 

690 

7A 

430.76 

1625 

3.0* 

350* 


+ Realistic, everyday use sports car 
RS5 4.2 Coupe |l23.66 99.57 110.61 96.81 1 4.2 V8 

TT -t- Value , pleasing looks 
2.0TFSIquattro 1 65.26 51.70 56.69 50.69 1 2.0 


Ballistic but inert performance 
444 430 7A 260.86 1725 | 4.6* 

- Very hard ride 

208 350 |1^ 144.95 1435] 6.^ 


MASERATI maserati.com 

GranCabriO -l- stunning beauty 

GranCabrio | - 

GranTurismO -l- The name says it all 


176 4.7 V8 


-Not a Ferrari 

440 490 I 6A y 222.2 1980 | 
-Gadgets not cool enough 


BENTLEY bentleymotors.com 

Contin0ntal GT -t- Dynamic performance 

GT I 204 194 201 190 I 6 W12 



Design Isn’t distinct 

575 700 2320 2350 1 4.6* 



GranTusimo 

- 

- 

- 

148 

4.3 

V8 


460 

[Ki 

215.4 

1880 

5.2* 

285* 


GranTurismo S 

- 

- 

- 

160 

4.7 

V8 

440 

490 

6A 

237.2 

1880 

4.9* 

295* 

GranTurismo S Auto 

- 

- 

- 

169 

4.7 

V8 

446 

490 

6A 

234.57 

1880 

5* 

295* 


Quattroporte 


-I- straight line speeds, comfort - Not as spacious/comfortable as the competition 


Continental 

- 1 - Its a very fast VW 

- Lacks attitude 

312- ^ 

Quattroporte 

- 

- 

- 

152 

4.3 

V8 

400 

460 


201 

1990 

5.6* 

270* 

Flying Spur | 

240 180 240 180 | 6 

W12 560 650 1 6A 2525 2440 1 5.2* 

Quattroporte S 

- 

- 

- 

164 

4.7 

V8 

430 

490 

6A 

216 

1990 

5.4* 

280* 

Mulsanne 

-t- More German than British 

-More German than British 


Quattroporte GT S 

- 

- 

- 

176 

4.7 

V8 

433 

490 

E 

1 217.5 

1990 

5.1* 

285* 


Mulsanne 350 300 350 300 6.8 V8 


MERCEDES mercedes-benz.c 


BUGATTI bugatti.com 

Veyron 


-I- Velocity, brand 

Grand Sport 1 2300 1600 2300 1600 I 8 W16 


3 Aventadors for the same price 
1014 1250 [^509.5 1990 | 2.7* 


BMW bmw.il 


6 series 


-I- Looks, performance, comfort - Value, practicality, rear space 


650i Convertible 

121 

95 

106 

95 

4.4 

V8 

413 

600 

S 

171.6 

2390 

5.44 

250* 


640d Coupe 

96.39 

75 

- 

75 

3.0 

6 

317 

630 

8A 

140.9 

2220 

5.5 

250 


640d Grand Coupe 

119 

89.9 

104 

89.9 

3.0 

6 

313 

630 

S 

130.9 

2390 

6.11 

250* 



CLS350 

1 uiuiiiaLcv^uupc lui lui 

- 78.43 - 

[ 3.5 

V6 

1 lie ouiL 1 lue aiiu iiaiiuiiiig 

306 370 1 7A ^ 176.8 1730 

1 6.1 

250 


G63 

-1- Go anywhere ability 



-Price, Sumo lookalike? 




^ AMG 

185 146 168 148 

5.5 

V8 

545 760 7A 211 2550 

5.4 

210 


R Class 

-1- Space for seven 



- Engine, glorified station wagon 




R 350 4MATIC long 

66.51 59.38 64.06 60.5 

3.5 

V6 

275 350 7A 106.58 2580 

9.67 

229 


P R350CDI4MATIC 

- - - - 

3.0 

V6 

269 620 7A - 

- 

- 



M3 


-I- Handling, engine 


SLK 

SLK350 I 


-I- Affordable, stylish roadster 
68.46 - - I 3.5 


- Performance 

306 370 7A 198.70 1590 1 6.71 229 


%l Coupe 

88.41 

73.9 

81.07 

73.9 

4 

V8 

420 

400 

7A 

303.24 

1385 

0 

00 

SL 

-1- Fast 4-seater convertible 

- Far too expensive 


Convertible 

90.45 

76 

83.66 

76 

4 

V8 

420 

400 

7A 

298.93 

1405 

4.8* 250* ^ 

SL350 

123.2 93.7 106.7 95.7 

3.5 

V6 319 360 7A 181.76 1755 

6.6 248 


M5 


-I- Phenomenal performance 


-Large and heavy 



X6M 

-1- Big hustler 


-Strictly not an off-roader 


X6M 1 

- 130 - 130 1 

4.4 

V8 555 680 [^245.03 2265 | 4.7* 250* 


Z4 

-{-Stylish when sideways 


- Efficiency 


sDrive3.5i | 

74.45 62.81 68.5 59.1 | 

3 

6 305 400 200 1525 | 7.06 201 

ESTD estd.com 






Deronda 

-1- Performance 


-Only for the track 


Type F | 

- 40 - 40 1 

1.8 

4 406 [m2 500 - 



SL500 

SL600 

SL63AMG 

SL65AMG 

SLS 

SLSAMG 
SLSAMG Roadster 


148.2 115.4 131.8 117.8 
186.6 147.6 178.3 150.7 
198.54 164.1 187.6 167.5 
272.62 240.8 266.7 245.7 


-I- Performance, gullwing doors 


247.26 - 

244.42 - 


V8 

V12 

V8 

V12 

V8 

V8 


392 530 7A 212.46 1845 

522 830 5A 255.25 2045 

530 630 7A 251.18 2110 

618 1000 \1[] 313.7 1970 

-Parking Is difficult 
570 650 7A 351.85 1620 

570 650 7A 343.37 1660 


6.2 250 

5.9 250 

6.3 256 
6.25 252 

3.85* 317* 
3.8* 317* 


MITSUBISHI mitsubishi-motors.co.in 
Evolution X 

Evolution X 


-I- Sharp handling, rally legend 
49.95 - - II 2 4 


-Too many electronic aids 
294 366 5M 183.17 1605 1 4.7* 236* 
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OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL PRICES 


% OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

^ ★★★★★ Not Tested 
^ Our estimate of how good the car is 
^ ★★★★★ Tested 
^ Definitive rating from our road test 
^ ★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL 


NISSAN I 


Panamera 


+ Sports car with four doors. 


370Z 


+ Playstation comes to life 


-Inadequate service backup 


370ZMT 1 

68.75 56.12 

65.47 

53.5 1 

3.6 

V6 

335 

363 

6M 223.93 1496 I 

370ZAT 1 

70.02 57.17 

66.56 

54.5 1 

3.6 

V6 

335 

363 

7A 223.03 1502 | 


PORSCHE porscheindia.c 


911 Carrera 

- 

112.16 

- 

114.23 

3.6 

Bxr-6 

348 

390 

|6M/7A 

245.93 

1415 

4.9* 

289* 

911 Carrera S 

- 

131.12 

- 

133.54 

3.8 

Bxr-6 

390 

420 

6M/7A 

273.68 

1425 

4.7* 

302* 

/ 911 Carrera Cabriolet 

- 

127.37 

- 

129.72 

3.6 

Bxr-6 

348 

390 

|6M/7A 

232 

1500 

5.1* 

289* 

911 Carreras Cabriolet 

- 

145.99 

- 

148.68 

3.8 

Bxr-6 

389 

420 

6M/7A 

257.61 

1510 

4.9* 

302* 

911 Carrera 4S 

- 

145 

- 

145 

3.8 

Bxr-6 

400 

440 

1 7PDK 

273.04 

1465 

5.02 

261 


Panamera 

- 

102.06 

- 

103.95 

3 

V6 

300 

400 

7A 

173.41 

1730 

6.8* 

261* 

Panamera 4 

- 

107.36 

- 

109.34 

3.6 

V8 

300 

400 

7A 

164.83 

1820 

5.9* 

257* 

Panamera S 

- 

123.45 

- 

125.73 

4.8 

V8 

E 

500 

E 

225.98 

1770 

5.6* 

285* 

Panamera 4S 

- 

129.42 

- 

131.81 

4.8 

V8 

400 

500 

7A 

215.05 

1860 

5.0* 

282* 

Panamera Turbo 

- 

178.56 

- 

181.86 

4.8 

V8 

500 

700 

7A 

253.80 

1970 

4.2* 

303* 

Panamera Turbo S 

- 

219.96 

- 

224.02 

4.8 

V8 

550 

750 

7A 

- 

- 

3.8* 

306* 

Panamera GTS 

- 

140.97 

- 

143.57 

4.8 

V8 

430 

520 

7A 

223.96 

1920 

4.5* 

288* 

Panamera Diesel 

- 

99.00 

- 

100.83 

3 

V6 

250 

550 

8A 

- 

- 

6.8* 

242* 


Boxster 

BoxsterS 


-I- Looks, telepathic handling - Not much 

80.24 - 81.72 1 3.4 Bxr-6 313 360 7A 230.99 1355 1 5.3* 274* 


: ROLLS ROYCE rolls-r 




Cayenne 

- 61.42 - 

- 62.56 

3.6 

V6 

300 400 1 8A 

147.78 2030 

7.8* 

230* ^ 

Ghost 

280 

250 

280 250 

6.6 

Cayenne S 

- 86.15 - 

- 87.75 

4.8 

V8 

400 500 8A 

193.70 2065 

5.9* 

258* 

Extended Wheelbase 

319 

388 

305 347 

6.6 

Cayenne S Hybrid 

87.83 89.46 92.66 91.90 

3 

V6 

380 440 8A 

168.64 2240 

6.5* 


Phantom 


-1- Contemnorarvand besnoke 

Cayenne Turbo 

- 138.95 - 

- 141.54 

4.8 

V8 

500 700 [W] 

230.41 2170 

4.7* 


Phantom 

360 

350 

360 350 

6.8 

Cayenne GTS 

- 100.09 - 

- 101.96 

4.8 

V8 

420 515 8A 

201.44 2085 

6.42 

255 .m. 

Drophead 

410 

400 

410 410 

6.8 

Cayenne Diesel 

- 68.31 - 

- 69.58 

3 

V6 

245 550 fsT] 

166.66 2100 

7.6* 

220* ^ ^ 

Drophead Coupe 

465 

450 

464 450 

6.8 

Cayman 

-1- Best Cayman yet, performance 

-Stiff ride 



V/ 

Wraith 


-1- Fastest RR yet 



- Dont drive it, get chaueffered 

' 5.7* 240* 
5.7* 240 
5.7* 240* 


Price obviously 

Wraith I 460 460 460 460 | 66 V12 624 800 - - | 46 250 

Please note: These vehicles are not legal for road use 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the car is 

★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL PRICES 


NEByLA nebulaauto.com 
' Junior 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 


s' 

s' 

'e 










★★★★★ Not Tested 

e" 

§ 

8 







c 




Our estimate of how good the car is 

5 

1 


1 






cT) 




★★★★★ Tested 





o 



e' 


Q- 




Definitive rating from our road test 

1 

.'r' 



E 


Q_ 



5 




★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Q 

E 

J 

o 

"o 

Q 

■a 

O 

O 

§ 

Q_ 

3 

CT 

Gears 

o 

% 

Q. 


Drive 

Q. 

CO 

Q. 




Uniage 




i |l.33 1.33 1.33 1.33 1 125 1 □ - - 176 | RWD - Sportsman 90(Youth) 

3.42 

3.42 

3.48 

3.45 

89 

1 

5.4 

- 

H 

- 

- 

RWD 

- 

150D ^ Phoenix200 

5.01 

5.01 

5.1 

5.06 

196 

1 

10.7 

- 

AT 

- 


RWD 

- 

j 1 1.87 1.87 1.87 1.87 1 150 1 [I^ 7.5 [^'l02.9 139 | RWD 65* ^ Sportsman 400 H.O. 

Falcon 150 J Sportsman 850XP 

. 1 1.76 1.76 1.76 1.76 1 149 1 [Tsl 8.5 52.5 181 | RWD 60* ^ ^ Sportsman 850 2UP EPS 

8.17 

8.17 

8.32 

8.24 

455 

1 

29.5 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

- 

12.16 

12.16 

12.38 

12.27 

850 

2 

69.1 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

- 

14.96 

14.96 

15.22 

15.09 

850 

2 

69.1 

- 

AT 

- 

j - 

AWD 

- 


SP200B 


Dingo 250 


Gator 250 


Jaguar 500 


Mammoth 800 


0.88 0.88 0.88 0.88 110 


1.08 1.08 no 


1 []i] - .[^ 38.75 80 
1 - j AT I 74.4 90 


2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 | 149 

1.84 1.84 1.84 1.84 | 200 

2.57 2.57 2.57 2.57 | 249 

- 1 233.8 

6.16 6.16 6.16 6.16 1 498.6 

7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 1 796.6 


1 [I^ 8.5 I AT 1 56.76 185 
1 [l^ - I 4M [ 94.84 155 
1 17 77.31 160^ 

1 1^ 17 fTn 77.39 260 

1 40 86.9 375 

3 36 60 [^ 52.56 685 


RWD 35’ 



MANUFACTURER & MODEL 


Xtreme 800 


13.33 13.33 13.33 13.33 800 3 53 70 4M 


Maritime 


13.33 13.33 13.33 13.33 800 3 36 60.5 AT 


I - | 4WD 85* 
I - I RWD 45* 


POLARIS polarisind.i 


400 

11.92 

11.92 12.14 12.03 

455 

1 

30 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

- 

Crew 500 EE 

14.8 

14.8 15.06 14.93 

498 

1 

32 

- 

AT 

_ 

1 

AWD 

- 

Crew 8001 

18.15 

18.15 18.47 18.31 

760 

2 

38.9 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

- 

Ranger Diesel 

18.15 

18.15 18.47 18.31 

904 

3 

23.6 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

- 


Ranger RZR 



RZR 170(Youth) 

5.42 

5.42 5.52 5.47 

169 

1 

9.39 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

RWD 

RZR 570 

13.68 

13.68 13.92 13.8 

567 

1 

45.9 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

RZR 4 800 

19.99 

19.99 20.34 20.16 

760 

2 

53.4 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 

RZR 900 XP 

22.14 

22.14 22.54 23.23 

875 

2 

88 

- 

AT 

- 

- 

AWD 


Snowmobile 


120 PRO-R(Youth) 

4.01 

4.01 

4.08 

4.06 

121 

1 

- 

- 

AT 

- 

67 

NA 

- 

WIDETRAKLS 

11.82 

11.82 

12.03 

11.94 

488 

2 

- 

- 

AT 

- 

289 

NA 

- 



WINTER DRIVE 


24HRS ENDURANCE 


i EON MILEAGE RUN 


EVENTS - EXPEDITIONS - EXHIBITIONS 







Bike buyers guide 

Purchasing a two-wheeler? Here’s everything you need to know 


Updated 10th Jan 2014 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 

★★★★★Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW PRICES 


BAJAJ AUTO LTD bajajauto.c 


PERFORMANCE ECONOMY 


■I- i"?; 


Avenger 

★★★★ 


•LxWxH:2195 x 750xl300 • Wheelbase: 1305 • Ground Clearance: 169 • Kerb Weight: 154.5 

-I- Individualistic looks, comfortable cruising abilities, punchy acceleration. - Difficult to handle in traffic. 


220 DTS-i 88.38 85.99 88.71 88.27 77.48 75.69 77.46 79.00 219.8/C 19.03 17.5 5 90/90x17 130/90x15 260D 130d 


□ 


Discover! 

★★★★ 


• L X W X H: 2038/2035 x714 x 1070 • Wheelbase: 1305 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 121/124 
-I- Style, Performance -Cheaper to ST by hundreds only 


j 1^ x/x 1^ X 1^ ; 


100 T 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50.3 

49 51.7 

102/C 

10.2 

9.2 

5 

1 2.75x17” 1 

3.0x17” 

130 d 

llOd 

8.6 

22.9 

102 

23.06 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

X 

1 x/y/x 1 


x/x 0x0^ 


- 

- 

n 

- 

51.2 

52.5 54 55.2 

124.6/C 

12.5 

10.8 

5 

2.75x17” 

3.0x17” 

130 d 

130 d 

- 

- 

n 

- 

- 

- 

n 

10 

- 

X 

■/ x/y/x ■/ 


X/X X X 

125 T Disc 

- 

- 

u 

- 

54.1 

55.5 58.3 

124.6/C 

10.2 

9.2 

5 

2.75x17” 

3.0x17” 

240 D 

130 d 

- 

- 

u 

- 

- 

- 

L_J 

10 

- 

X 

^ 1 x/y/x 1 


x/x [3 X [3 ^ 


Discover ST 

★★★★ 


• Lx WxH: 2030x760x1065 • Wheelbase: 1305 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Kerb Weight: 124.5 
-I- Styling, Handling - Too early to say 


125 ST I - - 56 58.9 1 124.6/C 13 5 2.75x17” 3.0x17” 


m 


Discover 

★★★ 



•LxWxH:2030x760xl087 • Wheelbase: 1305 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 115 
-I- Smooth and refined engine, good ergos, performance. - Clunky gearbox. 


100 

53.31 

49.81 


51.49 

44.01 

42.99 

1^ 

43.96 

94.38/C 

7.7 

7.85 

5 

1 2.75x17” 1 

3.00x17” 

130 d 

llOd 

125 

59.46 

56.57 

59.73 

58.01 

48.90 

47.75 

49.05 

48.82 

124.6/C 

11 

10.8 

5 

2.75x17” 

100/90x17” 

240 D 

130 d 


8.6 24.3 25.6 

6.21 20.9 103 19.45 


85.1 

89 

0 

8 

688 

60.71 

78 

65.03 

8 

520 


] ^ 0 x/^ p] » r»~i ^ 

X/,/ y/ X X y/ 


Platina •LxWxH:1990 x 770x1090 • Wheelbase: 1275 • Ground Clearance: - • Kerb Weight: 113 

★★★ -I- Looks, fuel efficiency, alloys, ride quality, price. - Unrefined engine, gearbox, riding position. 

Platina 100 1 46.25 43.11 1^46.47 1 37.89 37.01 37.45 38.1 1 99/C 8.3 [T] 4 2.75x17” 3.00x17” 110 d 


130d |9.68 24.36[1^ 20.3 | 62 73 65 13 845 | x x [x/x/x] x |T| x/x [7] x \T\ : 


Pulsar 

★★★★ 


• L X W X H: 2055 x 750 x 1060 • Wheelbase: 1320, 
-I- Looks, standard equipment, performance (180). 


Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 134 (143), 147(180) 
- Gruff engine, 150’s gearbox, reliability. 


135 LS 

68.54 

65.26 168.55| 

67.39 

59.83 

58.37 


60.61 

134.6/C 

13.5 

11.4 

5 

1 2.75x17” 1 

100/90x17” 

240D 

130d 

5.5 

19.8 

|io9j| 

19.1 

- 

- 


S 

544* 



1 ,//,//,/ 1 


0 

x/^/ 

B 

k 

B 


150 DTS-i 

77.66 

75.36 77.65 

75.84 

68.21 

66.52 

67.96 

68.91 

149/C 

15.06 

12.76 

5 

90/90x17” 

100/90x17” 

240 D 

130 d 

5.6 

20.03 

111 

16.5 

56.5 

65 

58.6 

15 

879 



^/^/x 



x/^/ 


X 




180 DTS-i 

81.33 

78.93 81.30 

80.80 

71.51 

69.73 

71.23 

72.18 

179/C 

17 

14.7 

5 

90/90x17” 

120/80x17” 

260 D 

130 d 

5.08 

19.7 

115 

20.6 

45.8 

55.2 

48.1 

15 

722 



|^/^/x| 


✓ 

x/^ 

B 


□ 



L 220 DTS-i 

93.53 

91.01 93.83 

93.02 

82.70 

80.76 

82.62 

84.17 

220/C 

21.4 

19.2 

5 

90/90x17” 

120/80x17” 

260 D 

230 D 

4.5 

18.45 

133.3 

20.1 

38 

47 

40 

15 

600 



y/y/x 



^//^/ 






5/ 200 NS 

98.09 

95.11 98.00 

TBA 

87.06 

NA 

NA 

NA 

199.5/C 

23.52 

18.3 

6 

100/80x17” 

130/70x17” 

280 D 

230 D 

4.33 

18.14 

119 


30.2 

40.3 

32.28 

12 

387 



p/^/x”! 



x/^/ 



B 



Ninja •LxWxH:2085x715x1115 • Wheelbase: 1400 • Ground Clearance: 135 • Kerb Weight: 172 
★★★★ -l-Added power killer looks. - Overpriced 

Ninja 300 | 394 315.0 1 394 || - | 360 338 350 | 296/FI 39 [l^ ^ 110/70x17” 140/70x17” 290 D 


220 D 1 3.28 15.45 15.8 | 24 30.5 25.6 17 435 | ^ x/x [7] ^ [7] ^ 


HARLEY DAVIDSON harley-davidson.it 


Fat Bob -LxWxH: 2330x890x1130 • Wheelbase: 1620 • Ground Clearance: 125 
★★★★ -I- Styling, comfort, performance - Too early to say 

Fat Bob 1 1473 1414 1418 1 1323 1280 1313 1 1585/FI - 135 6 


Fat Boy 

★★★★ 


•Lx WxH: 2396x990x1095 • Wheelbase: 1635 
-I- Iconic status - Price 


Kerb Weight: 325 

130/90x16 180/70x16 | disc | disc | - □ 

Ground Clearance: 130 • Kerb Weight: 330 


□ 


— Fat Boy 

1722 

1644 

[i^ 

1726 

1490 

1490 

[ii^ 

1529 

1690/FI 

- 

132 

6 

140/75x17 200/55x17 

disc 

disc 

- 

- 

□ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18.9 

- 

X 

0 

1 x/,//x 1 

kl 

0 

x/x 

B 


Fat Boy Special 

1802 

1793 

1767 

1806 

1559 

1560 

1587 

1600 

1690/FI 

- 

132 

6 

140/75x17 200/55x17 

disc 

disc 

3.36 

15.83 

175 

16.64 

10.43 

17.5 

12.2 

18.9 

230 

X 


x/y/x 



x/x 


X X 



Forty Eight -LxWxH: 2255 x 820 x 1065 -wheelbase: 1520 • Ground Clearance: 103 
★★★★ -I- Styling - Ponderous handling 

Forty Eight 1 1008 960 |9^| 917.9 1 901.6 865.5 880.1 1 1202/FI - 95 5 

Iron 883 •LxWxH:2245x820x1120 • Wheelbase: 1510 • Ground Clearance: 120 ' 
★★★★ -I- Price, styling - Iron 1200 would be cooler 

Iron 883 1 774.5 733.9 |^i703.5| 687.9 660 671.7 1 883/FI - 5 


Fleritage Classic • LxWxH: 2405x955x 1408 • wheelbase: 1635 • Ground Clearance: 131 
ji^ ★★★★ -I- High chrome retro styling - Price 

^oftail Heritage Classic 1 1876 1793 [^| 1881 1 1625 1625 1667 1 1690/FI - 130 6 


Kerb Weight: 260 

130/90x16 150/80x16 | disc | 

Kerb Weight: 251 

100/90x19 150/80x16 disc 


disc I - - r~i - I - 

disc I - - - I - 


'0 


Street Bob 

★★★★★ 

street Bob |ll73.1 1119.8 1142.61074.2|l052.7 1010 [i^l027.7| 1630/FI - |1^ 6 


•LxWxH:2355x940xl285 • Wheelbase: 1630 • Ground Clearance: 120 
-I- NA - NA. 


per Glide Custom 

, ★★★★ 

O 


•LxWxH:2345x955xll76 • Wheelbase: 1626 • Ground Clearance: 120 
-f Designing, pricing - Too early to say 
Super Glide Custom |l349.61290.8 1317.2 1245.9|l214.3 1165 1185.7 1195.8| 1585/FI - |1^ 


Superlow •LxWxH:2215x845x1150 • Wheelbase: 1500 • Ground Clearance: 100 
★★★★ -I- Styling, price - Ground clearance 

Superlow 1 660.6 623.6 637.3 599.2 1 583.7 560 569.8 1 883/FI - 5 


Kerb Weight: 341 

MT/90xl6 150/80x16 | disc | disc 1 3.42 15.69 16.54 1 13.84 23.56 [I^ 

■Kerb Weight: 305 
100/90x19 160/70x17 disc 

Kerb Weight: 313 
100/90x19 160/70x17 disc 

Kerb Weight: 251 
120/70x18 150/60x17 disc 


disc I 2.79 14.26 18.72 1 14.4 17.93 15.3 

disc 1 2.90 14.40 11^ 18.94 1 14.4 17.93 15.3 


disc I - - I - I 


□ 79 - ^ I x/x/x ] ^ 0 H ^ H 

- 12.5 - I ^ I x/x/x I x/x \7]y[r\ : 

18.9 307 I X I x/^/x E 0 ^ 01 

17.3 254.7| I x/x/x I x/x [7]^\ir\ : 

18.8 287.3 1 I x/x/x I x/x [7]^[7]^ 

17 - I X ^ I «/«/« I ^0 «/« 0^0^ 


HERO MOTOCORP LTD heromotocorp.com 

Xtreme •LxWxH:2080x765x1145 • Wheelbase: 1325 • Ground Clearance: 145 • Kerb Weight: 143 
★★★★ -I- Looks, fit and finish, performance -Vibration. 

CBZ Xtreme | 77.6 73.88 73.88 73.68 1 69.2 65.98 16^ 67.2 1 149.1/C 14.4 [I^ 5 2.75x18” 100/90x18” 240 D 


130 d I 5.7 20.2 [l^ 23.6 | 56 61.2 57.3 12.3 705 | | x/x/x | x/^ E ^ E ' 


Key 


y -Yes 


0 -Optional |NA - Not available | C - Carburetted | FI - Fuel injected | 


D - Disc d - Drum 


For: Why buy this bike 


Against - Why avoid this bike 


230 OVERDRIVE DEC 2014 


All dimensions in mm 





OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 




































★★★★★ Not Tested 




























o ^ 







O 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 

















To 


E 








■ti 

■a 3 

^ TO 





CO 


"O 

★★★★★Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

Mumbai 

Delhi 

Chennai 

Kolkata 

LU 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm 

Gears 

Tyres (Fr) 

Tyres (Rr) 

Brakes (Fr) 

Brakes (Rr) 

Q. 

E 

o 

ID 

O 

0-400m (s) 

■a 

o 

Q. 

CO 

Q. 

1^ 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

ID 

City (kmpi) 

Highway 

Overall 

Fuel tank (It 

Range 

Tachometer 

Electric Stai 

-S^ 

<D .E 

<D 

'5b 

Q 

Fuel Gauge 

Tripmeter 

- 1 

O = 

eS 

Q 1 

Alloy Wheel; 

Tubless Tyre 

Clip-on bars 

s 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW PRICES 


HFDawn •LxWxH:1965 x 720x1045 • Wheelbase: 1235 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 107 


PERFORMANCE 


HE- Dawn 

43.8 

39.9 


42.84 

38.07 

36.3 


36.97 

97.2/C 7.7 
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Glamour 

★★★★ 


•LxWxH:2005 x 735xl070 • Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: 150 • Kerb Weight: 121 
-I- Fuel efficiency, refinement. - Slightly over-styled. 
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Hunk 

★★★★★ 


•LxWxH:2080x765xl095 • Wheelbase: 1325 • Ground Clearance: 145 • Kerb Weight: 146 
-I- Extremely good-looking, fit and finish. - Standard equipment. 
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Ignitor 


• L X W X H: 2010X 710 x 1095 • Wheelbase: 1270 • Ground Clearance: 175 • Kerb Weight: 129 
-I- Performance, handling - Pricy and styling comparable to Honda Stunner. 


Ignitor 1 67.70 65.70 68.76 68.92 1 59.59 58.2 1^59.28 1 124.7 11 11 5 1 80/100 x 17 1 100/90x17 2400 130d | 6.51 21.23 1 101.9 1 19.31 1 64.8 68.9 |65.83| 

Impulse 

' ' ' 149.2 13.2 13.4 



, _ Lx WxH: 2100x820x1160 • Wheelbase: 1360 • Ground Clearance: 245 • Kerb Weight: 134 

-I- Styling, feel, handling. - More power and torque would have made a great bike spectacular. 

Impulse 1 81.35 77.42 77.42 77.26 1 72.61 69.2 1 69.2 1 70.72 

Karizma •LxWxH:2125 x 755x1160 - Wheelbase: 1355 • Ground Clearance: 150 • Kerb Weight: 150 
-I- Performance, handling. - Nothing to complain about. 


5 I 90/90/19” I 90/90/17” 2400 llOd 1 5.38 19.90 \W] 22.3 | - - 11.1 
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Karizma (Red Cast) 
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Maestro 

★★★★ 


• LxWx H: NAx NAx NA • Wheelbase: 1240 • Ground Clearance: 155 • Kerb Weight: NA 
-I- looks - Too early to say 


Maestro |56.89 51.31 [sUl] 54.03 1 50.18 45.5 47.96 1 109 8.2 9.10 V j | 90/100x10" [ 90/100x10” 

Passipn •LxWxH:1980x720x1060 • Wheelbase: 1235 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 116 
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* Pro (Cast-Self) 
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Passion X-Pro 

★★★★ 


•LxWxH:2005x765xlll5 
4- TBC - TBC 


Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: NA • Kerb Weight: NA 
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Pleasure- LxWxH:1750 x 705xll00 -Wheelbase: 1240 - Ground Clearance: 125 - Kerb Weight: 104 
★★★★ -I- Peppy scooter, easy to ride. - A bit pricey. 

Pleasure 150.66 47.18 47.18 48.27| 44.44 41.7 [ 4171 42.481 102/C 7 7.8 V | 3.50x10” | 3.50x10” | 130 d 1 130 d 1 10.1 24.51 1 76.8 | 21.41 1 46.6 58.4 1 49.6 1 5 248 


S Splendor 

★★★★ 


-Lx WxH: 1995x735x1095 - Wheelbase: 1265 - Ground Clearance: 150 • 
-I- Fuel efficiency, refinement. - Styling, lack of grunt. 


-Kerb Weight: 121 

Super (DbES) 1 59.81 55.74 55.74 57.54 1 52.81 50.35 150.35| 51.39 1 124.7/C 9.13 10.35 4 | 2.75x18” | 2.75x18” 

Splendor -LxWxH:1965 x 720x1095 - Wheelbase: 1230 - Ground Clearance: 159 - Kerb Weight: 107 
★★★★ -I- Proven engine, refreshed NXG looks. - Dated underpinnings (NXG), Dated looks (Splendor Plus). 


130 d 130 d I 7.4 22.4 19.1 | 73 80 12 


^ I «/«/«! ^0 x/x 01 X 01 , 
^ I x/x/x I ^ 0 x/x 0 X 0 X 
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HONDA MOTORCYCLE & SCOOTER INDIA PVT LTD honda2wheelersindia.com 

. Activa -LxWxH:1761x710xll47 - Wheelbase: 1238 - Ground Clearance: 145 - Kerb Weight: 106 

★★★★ 4- Smooth engine, reliability. - A bit expensive. 
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Aviator -LxWxH:1802x707x1162 - Wheelbase: 1256 - Ground Clearance: 145 - Kerb Weight: 108 
★★★★ -I- Good looks, proven engine. - Tall ergonomics. 
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X « 


CBF Stunner 

★★★★ 


-LxWxH:2012 x 734xlll3 - Wheelbase: 1271 - Ground Clearance: 173 - Kerb Weight: 129 
-I- Handling, looks, build quality. - Pricey, no tachometer. 


CBF Stunner (ES Disc) 1 65.77 60.92 65.51 63.36 1 59.98 56.05 59.19 58.69 1 124.7/C 11.1 11 5 80/100x17” 100/90x17” 240 d 130 d | 6.2 20.8 99.3 19.7 1 63.9 67.2 64.7 10 647 | 


^ x/x/x ^ x/x ^ ^ 
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Bike buyers guide 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 

★★★★★Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW PRICES 


PERFORMANCE ECONOMY 


II 


Q ii; ir 





CBR150R 

★★★★ 


< 1 137.6 
) |l36.4£ 


• L X W X H: 2000 x 825 x 1120 • Wheelbase: 1305 
-I- Styling - Tyres, peaky power band, pricy 


Ground Clearance: 190 • Kerb Weight: 138 
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CBR250R •LxWxH:2032x720xll27 • Wheelbase: 1367 • Ground Clearance: 145 • Kerb Weight: 167 
★★★★ -I- Good looks, styling - Quality of some components is low, soft front suspension will hinder fast riders. 
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CB Twister •LxWxH:1972 x 742x1075 • Wheelbase: 126 • Ground Clearance: 180 • Kerb Weight: 108 

★★★★ 4- Styling, Honda reliability - Doesn’t go well with formals 
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CB Trigger •LxWxH:2045 x 757x1060 -Wheelbase: 1325 - Ground Clearance: 175 - 
★★★ + Refinement, Brakes - Nothing new, pricey (CBS variant) 

Kerb Weight: 137 
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CB Shine •LxWxH:2015 x 730x 1070 • Wheelbase: 1265 • 
★★★ -I- Handling, build quality. - Looks, basic engine. 


Ground Clearance: 175 • Kerb Weight: 122 
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CB Unicorn •LxWxH:2095x750x1100 • Wheelbase: 1340 • Ground Clearance: 179 • Kerb Weight: 146 
★★★★ -I- Refinement, gearbox, dynamics. - Needs more than a cosmetic upgrade now. 

CB Unicorn | 74.4 70.35 73.96 71.2 1 67.96 63.67 66.45 1 149.1/C 13.5 12.7 5 | | 2.75x18 1 100/90x18” 

Dio •LxWxH:1760 x 710xlll0 • Wheelbase: 1235 • Ground Clearance: 145 • Kerb Weight: 107 

★★★★ -I- Refined engine, youthful looks. - Styling not to everyone’s taste, stiff ride 

Dio DLX 1 51.58 47.53 51.6 50.74 1 46.85 43.55 46.21 1 109/C 7.76 8.66 V | | 90/100x10” | 90/100x10” 

Dream Neo •LxWxH:2009x737x1074 • Wheelbase: 1258 • Ground Clearance: 179 • Kerb Weight: 105 
★★★ -I- NA - NA 
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Dream Yuga -LxWxH: 2022 x 733 x 1095 • wheelbase: 1285 • Ground Clearance: 161 • Kerb Weight: 108 

★★★★ -HR 


h Refined engine, mileage - Stiff suspension, drum brakes 
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HYOSUNG www.dskhyosung.com 



GT250R •LxWxH:2060x655xll25 • Wheelbase: 1445 • Ground Clearance: 130 • Kerb Weight: 171 
★★★★ -H Styling, big bike feel - Performance, fit and finish 

I 319 309 315 335 | 290 275 282.5 1 249/FI 29.2 22.7 6 1 110/70x17” | 150/70x17” 


I 4.10 17.53 [i^ 16.72 1 28.8 34.5 17 513.8 1 


0 [Z] 0 ' 



ktm.com/in 

KTM 200 Duke • LxWxH: NA • wheelbase: 1367 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 126 
★★★★★ -H Styling, power delivery. - Stiff ride 

1 139.7 136 139.4 136 | 117 131 122.28123.86| 199.5/FI 25 19 6 [Hi 

KTM 390 Duke 

★★★★★ 

I 206 201 204 204 


] 150/60x17” 300D 230D 1 3.58 16.74 132.67 16.46 1 27 38 11 327.3 p 


• LxWx H: NA • Wheelbase: 1367 • Ground Clearance: 170 • Kerb Weight: 145 
+ Staggering performance to price ratio - Looks identical to the 200 

' 187 181 |1^ 185 1 373.2/FI 43 ^ 


35 6 110/70x17” 150/60x17’ 


; 300D I 230D I - - 


□ 11 


- K k/'//'/ 


■0 

■0 


x/^ 


MAHINDRA TWO WHEELERS mahindra2wheelers. 


.com 


Centuro •LxWxH:2031x780x1111 - Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: 173 • Kerb Weight: 120 
★★★★★ -H Ride, handling, features - Styling 


m 

IL 01 1 56.05 

53.50 

Ipp 

55.88 

50.12 

46.70 Ipp 48.50 

106.7/C 

8.5 

[80 

4 

1 2.75x18” 1 

3.0x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

9.4 

26.01 [p5] 

27.68 

65.4 

78.6 

|07l 

12.7 

872.5 


y 

\yJyT^ 

y 

y 

^/y 

y 

X 

X 

X 

N1 1 53.74 

51.30 

51.00 

53.66 

48.00 

44.70 45.10 46.49 

106.7/C 

8.5 

8.5 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.0x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

9.4 

26.01 84.5 

27.68 

65.4 

78.6 

68.7 

12.7 

872.5 

✓ 

y 

y/y/x 

y 

y 

^/y 

y 

X 





DurO •LxWxH:1819x740xl076 • Wheelbase: 1270 • Ground Clearance: 155 
★★★★ + Looks, performance, ride. - Quality, fuel efficiency. 

Duro DZ 152.61 50.10 53.04 57.41 144.85 43.78 47.02 46.8 1 124.6/C 8 



Flyte •LxWxH:1790 x 690xll00 • Wheelbase: 1245 • Ground Clearance: 115 
★★★★★ -H Smooth engine, great fit and finish, price. -Nothing. 


Kerb Weight: 105 

V 3.50x10” 3.50x10” 

Kerb Weight: 106 


130 d 130 d 9.3 24.6 83 21.2 46.1 52.3 47.5 6 285 




Q SYM Flyte |52.30 46.81 47.16 50.78|43.89 41.30 1^44.23| 124.6/C 

8.1 9 V 1 3.50x10” 1 

3.50x10” 130 d 130 d 1 12.3 25.8 [0] 22.5 

1 45.7 53.4 06] 5 

238 |x ^|x/x/x00 x/x Ex0]x 

Kine -LxWxH:NA -wheelbase: 1225 -Ground clearance: 120 
^ ★★★★★ -H NA - NA 

-Kerb Weight: 82 




P 1 NA 37.99 39.16 40.33 1 33.93 33.76 Ipi] 34.78 1 71.5/C 

3.8 5 V 1 3.00x10” 1 

3.00x10” 112.2 d 112.2 d| - - 0] - 

1 - - 0] 4 

- 1 X 1 x/x/x 1 ./ □ x/x |T] X []] X 


Pantero •LxWxH:2000x735x1050 • Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: NA 
★★★★★ -H Reasonably good entry level motorcyle - Can still get better 


Analog kick spoke 

46.05 

43.28 

|45.24| 

46.87 

39.61 

39.65 

lioji] 

40.71 

106.7/C 

8.5 

0] 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.0x18” 

130d 

130d 

7.55 

23.59 

|90.40 22.69 

64.3 

77.4 

67.58 

- 

- 

X 


1 x/x/x 1 

k 

X 

x/y 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 Analog kick alloy 

47.06 

46.18 

46.23 

47.90 

40.51 

43.15 

41.61 

41.61 

106.7/C 

8.5 

8.5 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.0x18” 

130d 

130d 

7.55 

23.59 

90.40 22.69 

64.3 

77.4 

67.58 

- 

- 



x/x/x 



x/y 






48.97 

47.57 

|4^ 

49.83 

42.21 

44.19 

Ipp 

43.31 

106.7/C 

8.5 

0] 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.0x18” 

130d 

130d 

7.55 

23.59 

[9040] 22.69 

64.3 

77.4 

67.58 

- 

- 



1^ 



x/y 





Digital self alloy 

50.03 

49.76 

49.36 

50.86 

43.11 

44.25 

44.21 

44.21 

106.7/C 

8.5 

8.5 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.0x18” 

130d 

130d 

7.55 

23.59 

90.40 22.69 

64.3 

77.4 

67.58 

- 

- 



x/x/x 



x/y 


X 

X 

X 



Rodeo •LxWxH:1790 x 690xll00 • Wheelbase: 1245 • Ground Clearance: 155 • Kerb Weight: 106 
★★★★-y + Performance, practicality. - Poor fit and finish, fuel efficiency. 

Rodeo RZ 1 55.01 53.30 56.35 54.05 1 46.74 46.65 ^^49.75 1 124.6/C 8 9 V j | 3.50/xl0” | 3.50/xl0” 130 d 130 d | 9.4 22.6 E 22.5 I 43.2 54.1 4.5 206 | ^ 
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Bike buyers guide 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 

★★★★★Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL ON ROAD PRICES EX-SHOW PRICES 
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PERFORMANCE 


ROYAL ENFIELD royalenfield.com 

Classic •LxWxH:2130x800xl050 • Wheelbase: 1370 • Ground Clearance: 140 • Kerb Weight: 182 
★★★★ -I- Cool vintage styling. - Quality, maintenance. 


Classic 350 

- 127 

Qa] 

135 

- 114 

DU 

116 

346/C 

19.9 

DE 

5 

90/90x19” 

110/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 

- - [0 

- 





X 

X 

010 

k 

B 

x/x 

0 

X 

0 

Classic 500 

- 163 

166 

172 

- 146 

149 

149 

499/FI 

27.3 

41.3 

5 

90/90x18” 

120/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 







X 

0 

x/x/x 



x/x 

X 

X 

X 

Classic Chrome 

- 173 


183 

- 155 

rwi 

158 

499/FI 

27.3 

41.3 

5 

90/90x19” 

120/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 

- - [0 

- 





X 

X 

F70 


X 

x/x 

X 

X 

X 

Desert Storm 

- 165 

168 

175 

- 148 

152 

151 

499/FI 

27.3 

41.3 

5 

90/90x19” 

110/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 







X 

0 

x/x/x 



x/x 

X 

X 

X 


Cafe Racer •LxWxH:2060 x 760x1070 • wheelbase: 1360 • Ground Clearance: 140 • Kerb Weight: 184 
★★★★ -I- Looks, dynamics - Vibrations, pricey 



* Continental GT 

214 

205 

210 

214 

194 

185 188 

535/El 

29.5 

44 

5 

100/90x18”! 

130/70x18” 

300 D 

240 D 

4.33 

17.86 - 

25.3 

36.1 

s 

13.5 

378 



jk/k/xj 

'"I 

0 

k/k 

0«0 



Bullet •LxWxH:2120 x 750xl080 • Wheelbase: 1370 • Ground Clearance: 140 • 
★★★★ -1- Traditional virtues of a Bullet. - Quality, maintenance. 

'Kerb Weight: 190 


















Electra 

- 

- 1 

M 118.16 

- 

- 1 85.6 1 78.6 

346/C 

18.3 

32 

5 

3.25x19” 

3.25x19” 

280 D 

152 d 

8.1 

22.2 |i^ 26.8 

32 

38 

35 

14.4 

504 

X 

X 

1 x/x/x 1 

X 

X 

x/x 

0X0 

k 

Electra Twinspark 

- 

119 

121 

126 

- 

107 109 109 

346/C 

18.3 

32 

5 

3.25x19” 

3.25x19” 

280 D 

152 d 








X 

k 

x/x/x 

X 

k 

x/x 

XXX 

k 


Bullet 350 

- 

106 

108 

113 

- 

95 [!□ 97 

346/C 

19.8 

28 

5 

3.25x19” 

3.25x19” 

178 d 

153 d 

- 

- 0] - 

- 

- 

- 

13.5 

- 

X 

X 

1 x/x/x 1 

X 

X 

x/x 

0X0 

X 


. Bullet 500 

- 

154 

- 

- 

- 

137 - - 

499/C 

26.1 

40.9 

5 

90/90x19” 

120/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 

4.15 

17.97 114 25.49 

32.3 

36.4 

33.33 

13.5 

450 

X 

k 

x/x/x 

X 

X 

x/x 

XXX 

X 


* Bullet 500 EEI 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- □ - 

499/E 

27.2 

41.3 


90/90x19” 

120/90x18” 

280 D 

153 d 

- 

- 0] - 

- 

- 

- 

13.5 

- 

X 


1 x/x/x 1 

X 

X 

x/x 

0X0 

X 



Thunderbird 

★★★★ 

TB350 

TB500 


■LxWxH:2060 x 790xl205 • Wheelbase: 1350 • Ground Clearance: 140 • Kerb Weight: 192 
details - Seat not go( 

- 124 |1^ - 

- 158 162 161 


- 

138 

s 

- 

182 

176 

180 

186 


346/C 

19.8 

28 

5 

90/90x19” 

120/80x18” 

280D 

240D 

499/C 

27.6 

41.3 

5 

90/90x19” 

120/80x18” 

280D 

240D 



- -m 

5.57 19.41 119.32 20.58 









p/k/x| 

kl 

0 

k/k 

H 


□ k 

33.2 

37.41 

34 

- 

680 



k/k/x 


k 

k/k 

X 


X k 


S ilOTORCYCLE INDIA PVT LTD suzukimotorcycle.co.in 

Access •LxWxH:1780 x 650xll25 • Wheelbase: 1250 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 109 
★★★★ -I- Performance, practicality. - Conservative looks, fuel efficiency. 


Access 125 52.22 50 54.63 54.28 49.26 45.71 49.03 48.3 124/C 8.6 9.8 V 90/100x10” 90/100x10” 130 d 130 d 6.5 23.2 82.7 21.9 42.6 51 44.7 6.4 286 x x/x/x 


0 


:/, 0x0 X 

GS150R 1 73.73 69.55 73.73 71.86 1 67.13 62.73 65.63 1 149.5/C 14 13.4 6 [| 2.75x18” 1 100/90x18” 240D 130d | 5.5 19.9 18.5 | 52 57.2 |[^ 15.5 826 | ^^/^^/x | x/^ x |T] 


GS150R •LxWxH:2095 x 775xll20 • Wheelbase: 1340 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 149gvc 
★★★★ -1- Refinement, build quality. - Performance, flair. 


Hayate •LxWxH:2030 x 720x1070 • Wheelbase: 1260 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 112gvc 
★★★★ -I- Comfortable, Perfromance - Not much 




Kick 

45.94 

41.95 46.24 

46.54 

41.5 

38.21 41.36 

40.67 

112.8/C 

8.4 

8.8 

4 

2.75x17” 

3.00x17” 

130d 

130d 

8.87 

23.61 

89.1 

23.72 

64.5 

73 

66.6 

8.0 


X 

k 

x/x/x 

-1 

0 

x/x 

k 





k Self Start 

48.11 

44.1 48.42 

48.57 

43.5 

40.21 43.36 

42.67 

112.8/C 

8.4 

8.8 

4 

2.75x17” 

3.00x17” 

130d 

130d 

8.87 

23.61 

89.1 

23.72 

64.5 

73 

66.6 

8.0 



k 

x/x/x 

k 


x/x 

k 


X X 


Inazuma •LxWxH:2145 x 760x1075 • Wheelbase: 1430 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 183 

★★★★ -I- Smooth engine, superlative ride, most affordable multi cylinder bike In India - Not very powerful 


250 I 243 235 243 226 | 229 221 208 206 | 248/C 26.3 24.4 6 110/80x17” 140/70x17” Disc Disc 1 4.17 17.64 131.69 19.51 1 30 35.3 31.33 13.3 416.7 ^ 

Slingshot • Lx WxH: 2035 x770x1075 • Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 128 
★★★★ -I- Styling and fuel efficiency - No performance upgrade from Zeus/Heat. 


Disc + Alloys 

55.76 

52.84 

56.1 55.75 

50.56 

48.35 50.37 

49.75 

124/c 

8.5 

10 

5 

2.75-18 42p 

3.0-18 52p 

Disc 

Drum 

8.1 

23.5 

94.2 

27.4 

64.8 

74.3 

67.1 

12 

805 

X 

k 

X/k/X 

k 

X 

x/x 

k 

X 

X 

X 

^ Drum + Alloys 

54.07 

51.12 

54.28 54.13 

48.99 

46.74 48.7 

48.15 

124/c 

8.5 

10 

5 

2.75-18 42p 

3.0-18 52p 

Drum 

Drum 

8.1 

23.5 

94.2 

27.4 

64.8 

74.3 

67.1 

12 

805 

X 

k 

X/k/X 

k 

X 

x/x 

k 

X 

X 

X 

(Drum, Alloys, self) 

55.64 

52.64 

55.87 56.06 

50.44 

48.17 50.16 

50.06 

124/c 

8.5 

10 

5 

2.75-18 42p 

3.0-18 52p 

Drum 

Drum 

8.1 

23.5 

94.2 

27.4 

64.8 

74.3 

67.1 

12 

805 

X 

X 

X/k/X 

k 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(Drum,Alloys,kick) 

53.43 

50.47 

53.6 53.96 

48.41 

46.14 48.09 

47.99 

124/c 

8.5 

10 

5 

2.75-18 42p 

3.0-18 52p 

Drum 

Drum 

8.1 

23.5 

94.2 

27.4 

64.8 

74.3 

67.1 

12 

805 

X 

k 

X/k/X 

k 

X 

x/x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(Disc, Alloys, Self) 

57.33 

54.38 

57.71 

50 

49.78 

51.68 

124/c 

8.5 

E 

5 

2.75-18 42p 

3.0-18 52p 

Disc 

Drum 

8.1 

23.5 


27.4 

64.8 

74.3 

67.1 

12 

805 

X 


1 X/k/X 1 

k 

B 

x/x 

0 

« 

0 

X 


Swish -Lx WxH: 1780x650x1140 -Wheelbase: 1250 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 110 
★★★★ -I- Performance, ride. - Boring Styling. 

Swish 155.28 50.89 55.55 55.12 1 50.12 46.531^49.131 124 8.5 9.8 V || 90/100x10” 1 90/100x10” 130d 130d 1 10.65 25.1 29.6 I 56.3 58.8 11^ 6 341.6 1 


'0 0 - 0 - 


TVS MOTOR CO tvsmotor.ir 


Apache • LxWxH:2085x 730 Xll00(180)/ 2020 x730xll00(160) • Wheelbase: 1326(180), 1300 (160) • Ground Clearance: 180 • Kerb Weight: 136, 137 (180), 139 (FI) 
★★★★★ -I- Power, handling, awesome brakes, character, FI’s fuel efficiency. - Slightly rough engine, cramped riding position. 


^ RTR 180 

84.50 83.33 184.16| 84.22 

72.09 72.09 74.72 

177.4/C 

17.3 QW] 5 

90/90x17” 

110/80x17” 

270 D 200 D 

4.5 

18.3 [i^ 19.7 

43 

51 

45 

16 

1006 

k 

k |k/k/x| k fk] X/k jk] X pT] 

RTR 160 

80.30 81.14 80.97 78.44 

66.25 68.01 69.41 69.57 

159.7/C 

15.5 13.1 5 

90/90x17” 

100/90x18” 

270 D 130 d 

5.27 

19.6 112 15.8 

55 

59 

56 

16 

896 

k 


RTR 180 ABS 

96.40 95.04 195.03| 92.33 

82.78 82.781^83.58 

177.4/C 

17.3 [Iw] 5 

90/90x17” 

110/80x17” 

270 D 200 D 

4.5 

18.3 19.7 

43 

51 

45 

16 

1006 

k 

k |k/k/x| y\7] x/k k1 X fk] 




Jive 

★★★★ 


Ground Clearance: 165 

Jive |54.82 54.12 53.40 53.96 1 46.03 46.03 |4a3^ 46.86 1 109/C 8.4 8.3 4 j 2.75x17” 


'LxWxH:1975 x 700xl000 • Wheelbase: 1260 • 
-I- Convenience, torque - Needs getting used to. 


KerbWeight:-105 

' 3.0x17” 


Jupiter 

★★★★ 


llOd I 7.2 21.8 24.1 | 58.8 71.2 [6^ 15 

90x12” 130d 130d 1 10.5 25.1 22.2 | 51.2 62.3 5 

Max4R |48.62 NA 48.22 48.12 140.54 40.24 41.27 1 109.7 8.4 8.3 4 | 2.75x17” | 3.0x17” 130d 130d | - - - | - - 16 


•LxWxH:1834x650xlll5 • Wheelbase: 1275 • Ground Clearance: 150 • KerbWeight:-105 
-I- Ride quality, practical feature - Finish 

Jupiter 1 61.30 51.20 58.33 58.85 146.29 43.85 1^48.76 1 109/C 8 8 V | 90x12” | 9 

Max •LxWxH:2005 x 733xl055 • Wheelbase: 1240 • Ground Clearance: 181 • Kerb Weight: 118 
+ Efficient load carrier. - B ' 


270 I > 


Phoenix 

★★★★ 


■LxWxH:1985x740xl065 • Wheelbase: 1265 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 116/114 
■-Refinement, performance, agility - Marginally weave-y at high speed 


Disc 

61.02 

59.29 

1^33] 

59.73 

54.7 

Drum 1 

59 

57.12 

58.97 

61.46 1 

53 


124.5/C 

11 

10.8 4 

2.75x17 

90/90x17” 

240d 

130d 

6.8 

124.5/C 

11 

10.8 4 

2.75x17 

90/90x17” 

130 

130 

6.8 


6.8 21.71 95.75 - 


|58.2 

75.1 

62.5 

12 

750 

X 

|58.2 

75.1 

62.5 

12 

750 

X 




0 

0 

0 




x/x 0X0 
x/x 0X0 
x/x 0X0 


x/x y i 

x/x X J 
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Scooty Pep + • Lx WxH: 1735 x 657 Xl065 • Wheelbase: 1230 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 95 
★★★★ -I- Refined, light weight, looks. - Slightly pricey. 

Scooty Pep + |46.23 46.04 45.55 46.52 138.69 39.59 1^40.95| 87.8/C 5.05 5.8 V j[l 


] 3.00x10” I no d I llOd 1 6.4* 28.8 23.3 | 59.6 77 [6^ 5 319 | x | x/x/x | ^ x/x x [^ . 


Star •LxWxH:2005x-x- • Wheelbase: 1250 • Ground Clearance: 165 • Kerb Weight: 115 
★★★★ -I- Smooth engine, pricing. - Brakes, dull looks. 


. 3 ^^ Star City Spoke KS 

NA 48.28] NA 1 48.63 

40.15 

39.95 140.63| 40.66 

109.7/C 

9.2 

8.1 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.00x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

10 

24.81 [gO] 28.6 

57 

85 

64 

16 

1027 

X 


0 

x/x 


star City Mag ES 

53.90 51.32 50.63 

43.44 

43.44 44.18 43.8 

109.7/C 

9.2 

8.1 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.00x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

10 

24.81 91.3 28.6 

57 

85 

64 

16 

1024 

X 

X x/x/x 

X 

x/x X 

X X 

Sport 

51.50 49.03 49.56 48.63 

38.53 

38.431^39.52 

99.7/C 

7.4 

7.5 

4 

2.75x18” 

2.75x18” 

130 d 

llOd 

9.4* 

- m - 

72 

87 

66 

12 

792 


1 x/x/x 1 


x/x [3x 

X X 


Streak -LxWxH:- - wheelbase: 1230 • Ground Clearance: 135 • Kerb Weight: 96 

★★★★■^ -I- Futuristic styling, trusted mill from the Pep. - Too early to say. 

Streak |48.90 48.65 48.25 48.26|40.33 41.23 1^42.26| 87.8/C 5 5.8 V | | 90/90x10” | 90/90x10” 


Wego 


•LxWxH:1834x640xlll5 • Wheelbase: 1275 • Ground Clearance: 150 • Kerb Weight: 105 
★★★★^ -I- Promising full size scooter. - Styling makes it feel smaller than it is. 

Wego |56.03 53.28 57.26 55.43 146.66 46.05 1^^49.24| 109/C 8 8 V | 90x12” | 9C 


no d llOd I - - - I - - 5 

130 d 130d I 8 23.9 23.6 | 49.1 57.7 [JT] 5 


^ I x/x/x I 
I x/x/x I 


./X H X [3 


VESPA vespaindia.com 

» Vespa 

★★★★ 


•LxWxH:1770 x 690xn40 • Wheelbase: 1290 • Ground Clearance: NA • Kerb Weight: NA 
-I- Retro charm - Too expensive 


I Vespa 1 69.96 

67.38 

70655 

NA 

62.31 

59.96 


65.06 

125/C 

10.06 

06] 

V 

90/100x17” 

90/100x17” 

Drum 

Drum 1 

11.73 

25.52 

06] 

40.19 154.08 57.2 54.86 8 438.9 

X 

0 

1 x/x/x 1 

k 

0 

x/x 

0 

«l 

[ Vespa VX | - 

- 



72.37 

71.38 



125/C 

10.06 

10.6 

V 

90/100x17” 

90/100x17” 

Disc 

Drum 1 

11.73 

25.52 

84.6 

- 154.08 57.2 54.86 8 438.9 



x/x/x 



x/x 




YAMAHA MOTOR INDIA PVT LTD yamaha-motor-india.com 

CrUXS •LxWxH:2000 x 735xl075 • Wheelbase: 1260 • Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 113 
★★★ -I- Basic commuter with a refined engine. - Styling, efficiency 

Crux S |44.80 41.03 36.25 35.2 |38.07 37.4 [^32.00| 106/C 7.7 7.8 4 | 2.50x18” | 2.75x18” 

• Ground Clearance: 160 • Kerb Weight: 127 


Gladiator •LxWxH:1995 x 730xni0 - Wheelbase: 1300 • 

★★★★★ -I- Nice engine, gearbox, handling -Nothing 

Gladiator SS 125 |62.40 60.22 51.99 51.33 154.64 54.5 48.6 [ 123.7/C 11 10.4 5 | | 2.75x18” 


130 d 130d|n.7 25.1 25.3 I 53 67 11 660 | x 

3.00x18” 240 D 130 d| 6.63 21.3 18.3 | 678 74.2 |[^ 13 'Wj ^ 


X I x/x/x I X g 
I x/x/x I 


x/x 0X0, 
x/x [3 X g 


FZ 

★★★★★ 


- L X W X H: 1975 x 770 x 1045 - Wheelbase: 1335 - Ground Clearance: 160 - Kerb Weight: 126 
-I- Styling, digital console, overall package - Ride quality, top end power 


Eazer 

88.4 

85.41 

78.61 

78.31 

76.38 

01 

72 

153/C 

14 

13.6 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

267D 

130d 

5.2 

19.8 

|Iq6j| 

17.9 

46.4 

53.2 

48.1 

12 

577 



k/k/x 

k 

k 

x/x 

k 

k 

X X 

EZ16 

79.20 

77.57 

71.2 72.01 

69.91 

69.25 

65.47 

65 

153/C 

14 

13.6 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

267D 

130d 

5.2 

19.8 

106.7 

17.9 

46.4 

53.2 

48.1 

12 

577 



k/k/x 

k 

k 

x/x 

k 

k 

X X 

h EZ-S 

82.95 

79.8 

1^73.28 

73.34 

71.28 

E 

67 

153/C 

14 

E 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

267D 

130d 

5.2 

19.8 

|Iq6j| 

17.9 

46.4 

53.2 

48.1 

12 

577 



|k/k/x| 

kl 

0 

x/x 

0 

k 





Ray -LxWxH:1835 x 675xl075 - Wheelbase: 1270 - Ground Clearance: 128 - Kerb Weight: 104 
★★★★★ -I- Looks, refined engine, handling -Was first called a ladles’ scooter! 


Ray 

53.30 

51.1 

53.64 

- 

47.01 

46.5 

47.33 46.83 

113/C 

7.1 

8.1 

V 

90/100x10” 

90/100x10” 

130d 

130d 

10.8 

25.3 

84.1 

24.9 

45.74 

57.75 

48.75 

- 

244 

X 

k 

x/x/x 

k 

k 

x/x 

k 

X 

X X 

RayZ 

54.10 

53.45 

55.89 

- 

47.73 

48.55 

49.41 - 

113/C 

7.1 

8.1 

V 

90/100x10” 

90/100x10” 

130d 

130d 

10.8 

25.3 

84.1 

24.9 

45.74 

57.75 

48.75 

- 

244 

X 

k 

x/x/x 

k 

k 

x/x 

k 

X 

X X 

Alpha 

55.80 




49.33 

■ 

□ - 

113/C 

7.1 

8.1 

V 

90/100x10” 

90/100x10” 

130d 

130d 











k 

x/x/x 

k 

k 

x/x 

k 

k 

0- 


SZ -Lx WxH: 2050x730x1040/1100 - Wheelbase: 1320 - Ground Clearance:165 - Kerb Weight: 132 
★★★★★ -I- VFM, build quality - Tyres could be better 


SZ-X 

64.15 

- - 

- 

56.15 


- - 

153/C 

12.1 

12.8 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

245D 

130d 

6.4 

- 

97.9 

26.1 

52.9 

61.2 

54.9 

14 

768 


k 

x/x/x 

k 

X 

x/x 

k 

k 

X 

SZ-R 

67.50 

- m 

- 

59.20 

■ 

m - 

153/C 

12.1 

12.8 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

150d 

130d 

6.4 

- 


26.1 

52.9 

61.2 

54.9 

14 

768 

X 


1 x/x/x 1 

k 

0 

x/x 

0 


m 


66.65 


- 

58.47 



153/C 

12.1 

12.8 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

245D 

130d 

6.4 

- 

97.9 

26.1 

52.9 

61.2 

54.9 

14 

768 


k 

x/x/x 

k 


x/x 

k 

k 


SZ-RR 

69.85 

- m 

- 

61.39 

■ 

m - 

153/C 

12.1 

oij 

5 

100/80x17” 

140/60x17” 

150d 

130d 

6.4 

- 

01 

26.1 

52.9 

61.2 

54.9 

14 

768 

X 

k 

1 x/x/x 1 

k 

0 

x/x 

0 


□ 


YBRllO -Lxwx H: 2000x730x1050 - Wheelbase: 1290 - Ground Clearance: 173 - Kerb Weight: 123 
★★★ -I- Basic commuter with a refined engine - Styling 


YBRllO 

51.75 

49.2 

45.24 

44.56 144.88 44.3 


41.24 1 106/C 

7.6 

7.8 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.00x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

k 

- 

□ 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 1 

k 

k 

0E 

k 


x/x 

0 

k 


YBR125 

58.65 

55.8 

52.64 

52.11 150.84 50.4 

48.1 

47.98 1 123/C 

10.8 

10.4 

4 

2.75x18” 

3.00x18” 

130 d 

130 d 

6.63 

21.3 

105 

18.3 

67.8 

74.2 

69.4 

13.6 

902 

k 

k 

x/x/x 

k 

X 

x/x 

k 

« 

X X 


YZF-R15 -LxWxH:1970 x 670xl070 - Wheelbase: 1345 - Ground Clearance: 160 - Kerb Weight: 136 
★★★★ -I- Best in class - Pricey for a 150 


YZF-R15v2.0 1 125.0 122.26 121.5 113.6 1 112 110 [1^ 106 1 149.8/FI 17 15 6 | 90/80x17” | 130/70x17” 267 D 220 d| 4.79 18.25 18.25 53.4 12 487 | \ ^ 0 H 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 

★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 
★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

Mumbai (onroad) 

Mumbai (ex-show) 

Delhi (onroad) 

Delhi (ex-show) 

Engine/Fuelling 

Power (PS) 

Torque (Nm) 

Gears 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Top Speed (kmph) 

Kerb Weight 

Pwr to Wt (PS/ton) 

Fuel tank (Itr) | 

MANUFACTURER & MODEL 


PRICES 


TECHNICAL 


PERFORMANCI 


APRILIA aprilia.com 












RSV4 


-P NA 




- NA 






APRC 


170 

□ 

170 

1 999.6 

177 115 6 






Dorsoduro 


-1- NA 




- NA 






1200 ABS 

1 - 

121 

□ 121 

1 1197 

130 115 6 

1- 


□ 


□ 

. Mana 


-P NA 




- NA 







- 

no 

□ 

no 

839 

75 73 6 

- 

- 



H 

© 850ABS 

- 

105 


105 

839 

76.1 73 6A 

- 

- 

244 

- 

- 



-P NA 




- NA 






V4R 


130 

□ 

130 

1 997 

130 101 6 


- 

□ 




OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 














★★★★★ Not Tested 


S' 










o 


Our estimate of how good the bike is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

1 


1 

C 

S' 

o 

1 

(S' 

Q. 

e' 

cu 


Q. 

E 

E 

■a 

cu 

Q. 

1 

c75 

Q- 

1 

c 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

E 

E 

Q 

Q 

LU 

0 

1 

3 

cr 

1^ 

1 Gears 

o 

o 

CO 

Cl 

£ 


S 

D. 

"a3 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL 


BMW bmw-motorrad.com 


TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE 


HP2 


-I- Performance, boxer engine 


- Expensive 



HP2 SPORT 1 

- 2570 - 2570 | IFO/FI 106 118 6 | - 

- |1^ 674.2 


Husqvarna 

+ Styling, performance- Seat height, price 



Nuda900R | 

- 1 900/FI 100 105 6 1 - 

- |1^571.43rir| 


K1300R 

+ Bonkers performance, naked - Too expensive 



K1300R 1 25.30 2203 - 2100 1 1293/FI 176 140 6 | - 

K1300S -I- Performance, touring - Too expensive 

K1300S I 2702 2354 - 2000 1 1293/FI 176 140 6 I - 


I 254 1 692.9 [1^ 


K1600 


-I- Comfort, touring ability 


- Frightfully expensive 


BAJAJ bajajauto.com 
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3342 

2916 

- 

2320 

1600/FI 

161 175 6 

- 

- 

319 

504.7 

25 

K1600GTL 

3650 

3186 

- 

2552 

1600/FI 

161 175 6 

- 

- 

320 

503.1 

25 


Ninja -l- Performance, practicality - Very low supplies 

Ninja 650 | - 4.92 | - ] 4.92 | 649/FI 72 66 6 1 4.61 - 


R1200 -I- All-round capability - Not the Adventure GS 

R1200 GS I 2495 2172 - 1081 | 1170/FI 111 120 6 | - - [^521.12|j^ 





OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 













★★★★★ Not Tested 

Our estimate of how good the bike is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 


g" 

1 

C 

1 

.E 

( 7 ) 

Q_ 

e' 

Q. 

E 

Q. 

E 

■0 

CD 

Q. 

1 

0 

c 75 

Q- 

c 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

E 

E 

Q 

Q 

LU 

0 

§ 

CL 

Torqu 

Gears 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

Q. 


5 

D. 

"0 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL PRICES TECHNICAL 


OVERDRIVE RATINGS EXPLAINED 













★★★★★ Not Tested 


S' 









0 


Our estimate of how good the bike is 
★★★★★ Tested 

Definitive rating from our road test 

! 


1 

C 

i 

1 

tn 

Q. 

e' 

Q. 

E 

E 

■a 

cu 

Q. 

1 

c 75 

Q- 

c 

★★★★★ Best in Class 

The winner of our comparison test 

E 

E 

Q 

Q 

LU 

0 

1 

Torqu 

Gears 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

Q. 

£ 


5 

Q. 

"0 


PERFORMANCE 


MANUFACTURER & MODEL PRICES 


TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE 


R1200 + Legendary all-round capability 

R1200GS Adventure | 2666 2322 | - [ 1768 | 1170/FI 111 

R1200R + Performance, engine 

R1200R I 2173 1890 | - | 1411 1 1200/FI 112 

R1200RT + No saddle sores 

R1200RT I 2838 2473 | - | 1964 1 1200/FI 113 

SIOOORR + Killer looks, killer performance 

SIOOORR I 2776 2419 | - ] ' 1802 1 1000/FI 194 


- Costs as much as a small apartment / 
120 6 I - - [ 2 ^ 56 




StrGGtClidG + Long distance cruiser - Heavy, pricey 

FLHX Street Glide I 2649 2265 2302 2190 1 1584/FI NA 131 6| - 


368 NA 22.7 


i 


- A Japanese naked costs almost half as much ^ 

116 6 I - - 541 ^ 

- Too much to pay for a comfy seat ^ 

116 6 I - - |ll^ 533 rai 

i 

- Price 

112 6 I - - 11^ 1060 I 21 


Ultra Classic ElGCtra + Fully equipped tourer - Size can be intimidating 

Ultra Classic Electra Glide 1 4208 3606 3652 3490 1 1803/FI NA 151 6 I - - HFIi NA 


^lii^ 


XR + Sporty, sounds great - Tall, better nakeds are available 

XR 1200X I 1451 1233 1258 1190 1 1202/FI NA 100 5 | - - [2^1 NA 1 13.3 | 


HONDA honda2wheelersindia.com 
CBIOOOR + 


DUCATI ducati.c 




1198 


+ Power, performance, looks, name 


- Service network, price 


1198 

1913 

1735 1 1863 1685 

1198/FI 171.1 131 6 

- 

1198 S 

2268 

2060 2210 2000 

1198/FI 171.1 131 6 

- 

848 

1394 

1261 1 1348 1220 

849/FI 135 96 6 

- 


I 171 1 1000 1 15.5 I / 
169 1012 15.5 ^ 
803.5 1 15.5 r 


- No front windscreen 

CBIOOOR I 1123 1020 1000 950 | 998/FI 125 100 6 1 3.77 227 217 576.03 17 

CBRIOOORR + styling, track worthiness - Track focused setup 

CBRIOOORR I 1460 1330 1320 1250 I 999/FI 178 112 6 1 3.41 286 199 894.47 17.7 


DiavGl 


+ Takes power cruisers to a new level - A bit too hardcore? 


i 


Diavel 

- 

1706 [ - ] 1706 

1198/FI 163 127.5 6 

2.6 

- |~2~10]776.19nr| 

Carbon 

- 

2206 - 2206 

1198/FI 163 127.5 6 

2.6 

- 207 787.43 17 | 

Carbon Red 

- 

2243 1 - 1 2243 

1198/FI 163 127.5 6 

2.6 

- [2071787.43 nr| 



VFR - 1 - Auto transmission, comfort 

- Bulky, price 


1200F 1 2050 1860 1925 1750 | 1237/FI 

172 129 DCt| 4.7 

242 267 644.1^[iJ| 


VT1300CX +m 

- NA 



VT1300CX 1 1520 1391 1420 1300 | 1312/FI 

57.7 107 5 1 - 

- [3Q3ll90.42[TI^ 


HypGF Motard + Perfect for Indian roads 



HM 1100 

1326 

1260 1 1287 

1222 

HMllOOS 

1545 

1513 1503 

1470 

HM796 

1010 

1028 1 1021 

9.99 

HM796S 

1004 

910 998 

8.8 


1078/FI 96 
1078/FI 96 
803/FI 81 

803/FI 81 


- Service network, price 
103 6 
103 6 
75.5 6 
75.5 6 


- 

- 

172 

558.13 

[liT 

- 

- 

171 

561.40 

12.4 

- 

- 


485 


- 

- 

167 

485 

12.4 


MonstGF + Usability, performance, price 


MllOO 

1326 

1199 

1 1287 1 

1165 

1078/FI 

96 

103 6 

- 

- 

W 

568 


MllOOS 

1545 

1360 

1503 

1360 

1078/FI 

96 

103 6 

- 

- 

168 

613.09 

13 . 5 ' 

M795 

- 

5.99 

- 

5.99 

803/FI 

87 

78.6 6 

4.27 

193.3 

167 

520.9 

13.5 



Multistrada 

1200 

1200 ABS 

1200 s 

1200 T 


+ Perfect for India 
1856 1683 1807 1635 
1968 1786 1917 1735 
2290 2080 2232 2020 
2290 2080 2232 2020 


1198/FI 150 
1198/FI 150 
1198/FI 150 
1198/FI 150 


- Service network, expensive 
118.6 6 
118.6 6 
118.6 6 
118.6 6 




HYOSUNG www.dskhyosung.com 

Aquila Pro + styling, comfort - Finish can improve a bit 

GV650 I NA 568 NA 508 | 647/FI 74.7 62.1 6 | 5.51 166.70 [^l311.25|[^ 

GT650R + Price, performance - Brakes, image, finish 

GT650R I 566 515 545 463 | 647/ FI 73.7 60.9 6 | 5.18 202 | 215 1 339.5 [17] 

GT650N + Price - Refinement 

GT650N I 455 417 444 373 | 647/FI 73.6 60.9 6 |5.30 168 1 208 1 353.8 [17] 

ST7 + Cruiser looks, price - Finish, brand 

ST7 I NA 654 NA 579 | 678/ FI 62.5 57.3 5 1 6.62 170 244 256.1^[1^ 

INDIAN MOTORCYCLES www.indianmotorcycles.com/en-in 

Indian ChiGf -l- Retro charm, modem technology - Sales network, price 

Classic 
Vintage 
Chieftain 


StrGGtfightGr -l- Lean, mean, extreme machine - Too hardcore for daily use 


SUZUKI suzukimotorcycle.c 


Streetfighter 

1749 

1585 

1 1702 

1540 

1099/FI 

156 

115 6 

- 

- 169 

923.07 


StreetfighterS 

2221 

2018 

2166 

1960 

1099/FI 

156 

115 6 

- 

- 167 

934.13 

16.5 


ESTD estd.c 


VyrUS -I- Looks, performance 
987 C3 I - 4800 | - | 4800 | 1198/FI 186 


135 6 I - 301 |1^ 1223 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON harley-davidson.in 

NightstGr FonStreet bike styling 
XL 1200N Nightster | 1211 1026 1 1026 ( 995 1 1200/FI NA 

Night Rod -I- styling, performance 

Night Rod Special | 2289 1955 1 1987 [ 1890 1 1250/FI NA 

RoadstGr -l- Realistic everyday Harley 

XL883R roadster | 916 774 | 791 ] 750 | 883/FI NA 

Road King -t- Long distance cruiser 

Road King | 2469 2110 | 2142 | 2040 1 1584/FI NA 

SportstGF -I- styling 

XL883L I 850 717 | 732 | 695 | 883/FI NA 



- Price 

107 5 I - - NA 

- Price, comfort 

111 5 I - - [ 3 ^ NA 

- Performance not upto capacity 

70 5 I - - [ 2 ^ NA 

- Heavy, pricey 

127 6 I - - NA 

- Performance 

70 5 I - - [ 2 ^ NA [TIs 



3086 

2769 

2931 

2650 

1811/FI 

92.0 138.9 7 

- 

- 

370 

- 

20.8 

3447 

3082 

3261 

2950 

1811/FI 

92.0 138.9 7 

- 

- 

379 

- 

20.8 

3853 

3448 

3659 

3300 

1811/FI 

92.0 138.9 7 

- 

- 





Bandit 

Bandit 1250S | 

GSXR-1000 

GSXR- 1000 1 

Hayabusa 

Hayabusa 


-I- Power, touring capability 


-I- Maniacal power, handling 
1375 - 1375 I 99/ FI 191 


- Hard to muscle around 

108 6 I 4.3 204 [^| 396 IS 

- Impractical 

118 6 I 3.3 262 [ 2 ^ 931.7 I 17.5 I 


-I- Status symbol, speed 
1300 - 1300 1 1340/FI 197 


154 6 1 4.88 299 [^ 757.6 \\ll] 


M1800R 

- 

1325 

- 

1325 

1783/FI 

125 160 5 

4.77 

168.2 

347 

360.2 

19.5 

M800 

- 

888 

- 

888 

805/FI 

53 68.4 5 

8.06 

161 

269 

197.02 

15.5 


YAMAHA yamaha-motor-india.com 

FZl -I- Looks, performance, usability 
FZl I - 870 - 870 I 998/FI 151 


VMAX -I- 200PSV4engine 

VMax I - 2000 - 2000 1 1679/FI 199.3 

YZF-Rl -I- Unmatched performance, desirability 

YZF-Rl I - 1250 - 1250 I 998/FI 189 


- Easily confused with the EZ16 

106 6 I - - 214 705.6 1 18 | 

- Price and availability 

166.8 5 I - - 226 881.85111^1 

- Takes time to get used to the power delivery 

118 6 I - - |1^ 1067 [HI 


OVERDRIVE 


IS NOW AVAILABLE ON 

MAGZTER.COM 
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1 

ShakennStirred 

LOONY CARTOONS 




First we prepare the test for 
the head room in the car... 


Alan shoots Sohini while poor Alan shoots, er, something, while Suresh 

Chandrakant works. Not sure why wonders why he has to put up with this 






Catch us on CNBC-TV18 Saturday 1:00pm, Sunday 12:30pm & 7:30pm, 
CNN-IBN Saturday 3:00pm. 


ffacebook.com/odmag Q twitter.com/odmag 
youQUQ youtube.com/odmag 
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